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ilCfo.  >/  FORSWORD 

The  Inventory  of  the  County  Archives  of  Illinois  is  one  of  a  niimter 
of  bibliographies  of  historical  material  prepared  throughout  the  United 
States  hy  workers  on  The  Historical  Records  Survey  Projects  of  the  Work 
Projects  Adninistration.   The  pulDlication  hercvzith  presented,  an  inven- 
tory of  the  archives  of  Vernilion  County,  is  n-'omher  92  of  the  Illinois 
series. 

The  Historical  Records  Survey  was  undertalcen  in  the  winter  of  1935- 
36  for  the  purpose  of  providing  useful  employinent  to  needy  unemplo^'ed 
historians,  lawyers,  teachers,  and  research  and  clerical  workers.   In 
carrying  out  this  objective,  the  project  was  organized  to  conpile  inven- 
tories of  historical  materials,  particularly  the  unpublished  government 
documents  and  records  which  are  basic  in  the  adrrdnistration  of  local 
government,  and  which  provide  invalua.ble  data  for  students  of  political, 
economic,  and  social  history.   The  archival  guide  herewith  presented  is 
intended  to  meet  the  requirements  of  day-to-day  administration  by  the 
officials  of  the  county,  and  also  the  needs  of  lawyers,  business  men,  and 
other  citizens  who  require  facts  from  the  public  records  for  the  proper 
conduct  of  their  affairs.   The  volume  is  so  designed  that  it  can  be  used 
by  the  historian  in  his  research  in  unprinted  sources  in  the  same  way  he 
uses  the  library  card  catalog  for  printed  sources. 

The  inventories  produced  by  the  Historical  Records  Survey  Projects 
attempt  to  do  more  thaji  give  merely  a  list  of  records  -  they  attempt  fur- 
ther to  sketch  in  the  historical  background  of  the  county  or  other  unit 
of  government,  and  to  describe  precisely  a.nd  in  detail  the  organization 
and  fimctions  of  the  government  agencies  whose  records  they  list.   The 
county,  town,  and  other  local  inventories  for  the  entire  country  will, 
when  completed,  constitute  an  encyclopedia  of  local  government  as  well 
as  a  bibliography  of  local  archives. 

The  successful  conclusion  of  the  work  of  The  Plistorical  Records 
Survey  Projects  even  in  a  single  county,  would  not  be  possible  without 
the  support  of  public  officials,  historical  and  legal  specialists,  and 
many  other  groups  in  the  comjnunity.   Their  cooperation  is  gratefully 
acknov/ledged. 

The  Survey  was  organized  by  Luther  K.  Evans  and  directed  by  him 
until  his  resignation  in  December,  1939,  shortly  after  which  he  wa.s 
succeeded  by  the  present  director,  Sargent  B.  Child;  it  operates  as  a 
nation-wide  series  of  locally  sponsored  projects  i.n  the  Division  of 
Professional  and  Service  Projects,  of  which  Florence  Kerr,  Assistant 
Commissioner,  is  in  charge. 


F.  C.  Harrington 
Commissioner 
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PREFACE 


The  undertaking  now  offi-cially  designated  The  Eistorical  Records 
Survey  Projects,  was  initiated  nationally  in  January,  1936,  as  part 
of  the  Federal  Writers'  Project  of  the  Works  Progress  Administration, 
now  the  Work  Projects  Administration.   In  Illinois  the  Sui-vey  "became 
an  independent  lonit  in  Augiast,  1936,  but  continued  to  operate  as  part 
of  the  nation-v?ide  project  under  the  technical  supervision  of  Dr.  Luther 
H,  Evans,  National  Director,  and  under  the  administrative  supervision 
of  the  Division  of  Professional  and  Service  Projects.  Dr.  Svrjis  resigned 
in  December,  1939,  and  shortly  thereafter  was  succeeded  "by  the  present 
director,  Sargent  B.  Child.  Alston  G.  Field  and  Howard  E.  Colgan  were 
the  first  two  state  directors,  the  former  serving  until  November  1,  1937, 
and  the  latter  to  May  16,  1959.   On  September  1,  1939,  the  Illinois  State 
Library,  of  which  Secretary  of  State  Edward  J.  Hughes  is  State  Librarian 
and  Helene  H.  Rogers,  Superintendent  of  State  Library  Divisions,  became 
the  sponsor  of  The  Illinois  Eistorical  Records  Survey  Project,   On  January 
15,  1940,  this  sponsorship  was  assumed  by  the  University  of  Illinois. 

In  compiling  this  inventory  of  the  archives  of  Vermilion  County,  the 
Survey  has  sought  to  locate,  describe,  and  classify  all  extant  county  rec- 
ords and  to  make  them  more  easily  accessible  to  couiity  officials,  the  gen- 
eral public,  and  research  workers.   It  is  believed  that  this  inventory  will 
be  useful  in  the  preservation  of  this  valuable  material,  and  as  a  guide  to 
the  archives  wherein  may  be  found  so  much  important  information  in  the 
field  of  history,  sociology,  political  science,  and  economics.   While  some 
historians  have  realized  this  for  many  years,  the  general  public  has  never 
been  made  aware  of  the  intrinsic  worth  of  this  material.   In  the  official 
documents  of  Vermilion  County  are  foujid  the  materials  of  another  chapter 
in  the  story  of  the  coming  into  the  Illinois  wilderness  of  settlers  who 
created  a  territory  and  the  rudiments  of  a  simple  frontier  government, 
bought  and  sold  land,  built  roads,  established  schools,  and  later  founded 
a  state. 

The  Illinois  Historical  Records  Survey  Project  has  proved  to  be  of 
considerable  assistance  to  local  and  coimty  governments.  Records  have 
been  rearra.nged  said  made  more  accessible,  material  believed  to  be  lost 
has  been  located,  indexing  projects  have  been  fostered,  and  county  offi- 
cials have  been  encouraged  and  induced  to  provide  nf-^w  equipment  for  their 
offices  and  better  storage  space  for  the  records. 

In  addition,  the  program  of  the  Project  has  been  planned  to  dovetail 
with  the  long-range  plans  of  the  State  of  Illinois  for  the  care  of  state 
and  local  archives.   For  example,  the  first  step,  the  removal  of  all  state 
records  to  a  new  Archives  Bijiilding,  has  been  ma.terially  aided  by  the  prepa- 
ration of  preliminary  inventories  by  survey  workers  for  the  various  state 
departments.   Furthermore,  the  program  of  the  state  for  the  preservation 
of  county  records,  including  the  making  of  microphotographic  copies  of  all 
important  historical  docainents,  obviously  presupposes  inventories  such  as 
The  Illinois  Historical  Records  Survey  Project  is  now  making, 
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The  inventories  being  corapiled  by  Tho  Historical  Records  Survey 
Projects  also  make  possible  for  the  first  time  a  scientific  study  of  the 
question  of  record  destruction.  Under  Illinois  law  no  records  may  be  de- 
stroyed without  specific  enabling  legislation.   Ihis  provision,  together 
with  the  tremendous  increase  in  the  quantity  of  records  in  recent  years, 
has  made  it  impossible  for  either  the  state  or  the  counties  to  take  care 
of  the  documents  adeqioatcly.  Hence,  a  certa.in  amount  of  record  destruc- 
tion has  been  inevitable.   If,  as  seems  probable,  a  study  of  these  inven- 
tories should  lead  to  the  enactment  of  adequate  ajid  sensible  legislation 
governing  the  disposition  of  public  records,  these  compilations  may  prove 
to  be  the  most  important  contribution  of  the  Survey.  ^ 

Preliminary  work  on  the  survey  of  records  in  Vermilion  County,  the 
ninety-second  county  en  the  alphabetically  jirrrjiged  list  of  one  hundred 
and  two  coionties  in  Illinois,  was  begion  April  27,   1936,  and  con^yleted  as 
far  as  possible  June  29  of  the  same  year.  Original  rechecking  was  done 
through  the  district  office  of  the  Survey  in  Springfield  during  1937  and 
completed  February  26,  1938.  An  additional  check  of  various  county  offices 
was  made  during  the  remainder  of  the  yerj*,  rJid  the  final  field  forms  sent 
to  the  state  office  in  Chicago  on  January  11,  1939.  A  final  check  was  then 
begun  February  28  and  completed  April  8,  1959.  Abstracting  and  trans- 
cribing of  county  board  records  was  started  October  10,  1938,  ruid  finished 
November  14,  1939.   The  inventory  was  taken  by  Cal  Atkinson,  Nolpji  Huff, 
Paul  E.  Doty,  James  Stephens,  Robert  L,  Stunkard,  Nettie  E.  Brown,  and  Ruth 
Cvmningham  under  the  supervision  of  Kenneth  C.  Blood, 

The  inventory  was  prepared  for  publication  by  the  state  editorial 
staff  of  The  Illinois  Historical  Records  Survey  Project  at  Chicago,  under 
the  supervision  of  Herbert  R.  P.ifkind,  Preparation  of  Part  B  of  the  inven^ 
tory  was  under  the  direction  of  Uartine  O'Connor;  Irving  E.  Earnett  super- 
vised the  preparation  of  the  legal  essays;  the  historical  sketch  was 
written  by  Gifford  Ernest;  and  the  format  was  preppxed  and  collated  by 
Edward  J,  UcDonough,   In  addition, . too  much  credit  cannot  be  given  to  the 
other  members  of  the  editorial,  research  and  t^^^ing  staffs  for  their  in- 
telligent and  diligent  cooperation  in  the  compilation  of  this  inventory. 

All  of  the  officers  of  Vermilion  County  cooperated  in  every  wa:/  with 
the  workers,  and  grateful  acknowledgement  of  their  aid  is  hereby  made,   I 
also  wish  to  express  appreciation  for  the  assistance  rendered  by  the  of- 
ficials of  the  Illinois  Work  Projects  Administration  and  the  Illinois 
Writers'  Project.  For  the  cover  design  we  are  indebted  to  the  Illinois 
Art  Project, 

The  various  units  of  the  Inventory  of  the  .County  Archives  of  Illinois 
will  be  available  for  distribution  to  governnenlal  offices,  libraries, 
schools,  and  historical  societies  in  Illinois,  and  libraries  and  govern- 
mental agencies  in  other  states.  Requests  for  information  concerning  par- 
ticular units  of  the  Inventory  should  be  addressed  to  the  State  Supervisor. 

,  '  i*yal  S.  Van  de  Woestyne         ^j" 

State  Supervisor  ' 

The   Illinois  Historical  Records 
March  15,   1940  Survey  Project 
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I.  HISTORICAL  SKSTCH 


Introduction 

Vermiliou  County  is  located  in  an  area  i-zel]  favored  vrith  material 
resources;  it  ras,  thcrsi'ore,  predestined  to  developnents  im^ortaiit  in 
the  making  of  Illinois  history.  Long  hefore  the  vihite  nan  appeared  in 
the  wilderness  azid  on  the  outspread  meado'-'s  '-est  of  the  Allegheny  Moun- 
tains, north  of  the  Ohio  and  east  of  the  Mississippi  rivers,  the  aborig- 
ines and  roaming  ceasts  had  "beaten  trails  from  all  directions  of  the 
coripass  to  the  salt  sprir^gs  on  the  Vermilion  E.iver.   Then  as  now  the 
lodestone  of  exploration  and  settlenent  vas  food  or  its  oqxi.ivalents, 
such  as  gold,  furs,  and  other  exchangeable  goods  of  trade  and  commorce. 

Around  the  world,  si.lt  is  an  essentia.l  olonent  in  the  diet  of  all 
animal  life.   It  is  not  surprising,  therefore,  that  some  of  the  earliest 
white  traders,  huiiters,  and  adventurers  who  penetrated  the  territory  should 
have  left  the  blazed  trails  of  the  French  explorers  to  follow  the  savages 
of  the  prairies  to  the  saline  springs  along  the  Vermilion  tributary  to  the 
Wa.cash  River. "^  The  Indians  carefully  guarded  the  source  of  their  salt  sup- 
ply until  near  the  tine  idien  they  were  forced  to  depart  from  a  region  'jhere 
they  had  enjoyed  great  happiness  an.d  security.   The  white  men  were  better 
equipped  for  conquest  of  the  virgin  prairies  than  were  the  Indians.   The 
hostile  and  un^rielding  attitude  of  different  tribes  that  successively  held 
this  territory  against  the  white  invader  'Tas  one  of  the  reasons  YJhy   the 
section  T.-as  not  settled  for  almost  a  score  of  years  after  the  beginning  of 
the  nineteenth  century.   It  was  not  long  thereafter  that  the  region  r/as  or- 
ganized as  a  co\inty  and  took  its  place  as  a  govornmenta-1  unit  of  the  common- 
wealth of  Illinois- 


Lottie  E.  Jones,  History  of  Verr.ilion  Cpignty,  Illinois  (Chicago: 
Pioneer  Printing  Company,  1911),  p.  40,47,  48.   Hereinafter  referred  to 
as  Vermilion  Co^anty,  Illinois- 

Ibid.,  p.  4>j,41.      The  sc-rcity  of  salt  west  of  the  Allegheny  Mountains 
in  the  explora.tion  and  ea.rly  settler.ent  periods  was  indicr.ted  by  the 
statement  made  in  a  book  published  in  1796  tlia.t  "there  was  ro  salt  to 
be  had  west  of  the  mountains,  excepting  at  Marietta,  and  r'hat  is  for 
sale  there  is  brought  over  the  mounta.ins  on  pack  horses,  and  is  sold 
for  sixteen  cents  a  pound." 
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Historical  Sketch 

The  Coi.mty'3  Pliysical  Environment 
Physical  Features 

Located  on  the  eastern  border  of  the  state  and  adjoir.ing  a  cotxr.ty 
in  Indiana  "by  the  same  name,  iTiit  spelled  differently,  Verr.ilion  County 
is  about  hc\lfway  between  the  northern  and  southern  boundaries  of  the 
state.   Its  almost  roctangTilar  shape  is  modified  by  a  wodgelike  pro- 
jection of  land  extending  from  noo.r  the  southeastern  corner  into  Edgar 
County,  and  by  a  setback  about  middle  way  in  the  western  bovinds.ry  '.vhich 
maJces  the  northern  h.r.lf  of  the  county  sli("htly  narrower  tlian  the  southern 
half.  To  the  north  Vermilion  adjoins  Iroquois  Ccujity,  pjid  to  the  west 
Ford  and  Champaign  co'onties,  while  Edi'jar  alone  joins  it  on  the  30uth  as 
if  mortised  together  with  the  wedge  of  land  mentioned  above.   It  lies  gen- 
erally between  parallels  of  latitude  40''  to  41°  north  oJid  in  longitude  87° 
to  38°  west.   It  averages  21.5  miles  in  width  ajid  42  miles  in  length,  embracing 
921  squa.ro  miles  which  comprise  an  area  of  about  589,44<0  acres  of  land. 

The  territory  out  of  which  this  county  ttos  formed,  topographically 
considered,  belongs  to  the  Indirna.  region  adjoining;  it.   It  is  drained 
almost  entirely  by  tributaries  of  the  Wabash  River,  which  in  tiirn  drain 
into  the  Ohia  and  thence  into  the  Mississippi.  The  Salt  Fork  of  the  Big 
Vermilion  Rivor  runs  through  the  center  of  the  co^anty  from  the  '.vest,  and 
the  Middle  Fork  of  the  Big  Vermilion,  which  drains  the  section  from  the 
northwest,  joins  it  and  forms  the  Big  Vermilion  proper  near  the  center 
of  the  couaity.   Stony  Creek  empties  into  the  Salt  Fork,  di-aining  the 
lands  of  tho  west  north  half  of  the  county.  The  llorth  Fork  of  the  3ig 
Vermilion  runs  from  the  north  and  northeast  and  empties  into  the  main 
stoean,  or  Big  Vermilion,  at  D.anville.  The  Big  Vermilion  turns  southeast 
and  loaves  the  coxmty  for  its  Wabash  Rivor  destination.   Tho  Little  Ver- 


1.  C.  L.  Stev/art  and  Associates,  Lend  Acreage  of  Minor  Civil  Divisions, 
101  Illinois  Counties  (Urbana:  Division  of  Lpnd  Economics,  Dop:^rtmont 
of  Afiriculturc  Economics,  Agriculture  Experiment  Station,  University 
of  Illinois,  1936),  p.  20.  llote:  Discrepancies  between  official  re- 
ports on  land  area  of  Vermilion  County  occur;  the  area  is  variously 
given  from  882  to  1,000  square  miles. 

2.  The  act  providing  for  the  sale  of  the  Vermilion  Saline  Reserve  indicates 
that  the  Big  Vermilion  Rivor  originates  at  the  confluence  of  the  Middle 
Fork  and  the  Salt  Fork,  instead  of,  as  some  writers  infer,  at  the  mouth 
of  the  North  Fork  at  Danville;  that  is,  that  in  the  Big  Vermilion  River 
system,  the  Big  Vermilion  proper  begins  ^7hero  the  North  Fork  of  the  Big 
Vermilion  empties  into  the  stream  form.ed  by  the  Salt  Fork  and  Middle 
Fork   (R.L.1829.  p.  143).   The  act  authorizing  tho  building  of  certain 
brid^-es  across  the  Big  Vermilion  specif icallj'  names  the  "Horth  Fork  of 
the  Big  V.;rmilion  River,"  rjid  the  "Middle  Fork  of  tho  Big  Vormili-^n." 
This  scom.s  to  clarify  the  ccnfusi'^n  in  terminology  on  mr?jriy  maps  PJid  in 
much  v/rittcn  hist'-ir:/  relative  to  designations  of  the  streams  in  the  Big 
Vermilion  system  (L.  1839,  p.  137). 
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nilion  hr.s  its  source  in  Chr-nipaign  County  and.  flows  easterly  through  the 
southern  part  of  Vemilion  County.   Thoui^h  it  is  little  more  than  a  prairie 
drr.in  T7hore  it  enters  the  county,  it  grov/s  Irrger  as  it  flo\7s  on  ^jnd  leaves 
the  state  near  the  southeastern  corner  of  the  coimty  to  empty  into  the 
Wabash  River  some  distax..co  south  of  the  mouth  of  the  Big  Vemilion  River. 
The  Eig  Vormilion  system  drains  ajn  area  onbracing  1,280  squa.re  r.ilcs  in 
the  states  of  Illinois  and  Indiana.  •'• 

The  face  of  this  area  is  rather  uneven  though  not  particularly 
rough  or  broken  except  for  a  very  narrow  belt  of  bluff  and  gullied  land 
along  the  streams.   It  is  divided  topographically  into  a  southern  half 
and  northei-n  h£ilf  by  the  edge  of  the  Outer  Bloomington  moraine,  v/hich  is 
an  accumulation  of  earth  and  stones  deposited  in  the  last  of  the  four 
glacial  periods  of  the  Glacial  3poch.   This  moraine,  beginning  at  the 
Indiana  state  line  just  north  of  Danville,  crosses  through  the  northern 
edge  of  the  city  and,  extending  north  and  northv"est,  leaves  the  county 
just  west  of  the  village  of  Hope.  Tliat  part  of  the  county  lying  north 
of  this  line  is  relatively  rolling,  with  only  a  scattering  of  small 
nearly  level  areas.   South  of  this  line  the  land  surface  is  generally 
nearly  level,  but  has  a  scattering  of  prominent  raorainal  knolls  and 
ridges,  particularly  along  the  southern  border  of  the  county. 

There  are  high  banks  or  bluffs  along  the  streams  after  they  enter 
the  timbered  sections  a.long  their  courses,  with  bottoms  wider  where  they 
h-avo  cut  throiigh  the  softer  beds  of  rock,  ajid  narrower  v^hero  they  have 
encountered  the  harder  sajadstone.   The  diversified  lojad  surface  includes 
the  prairie,  which  is  the  level  or  sa.vanna  lajid,  cJid  numerous  hummocks  and 
ridges  that  maJce  up  the  terrain  of  the  coimty.   These  la.tter  belong  to  the 
moraines  and  are  the  result  of  direct  glacial  deposition.   Besides  the 
Outer  Bloomington  moraine  mentioned  above,  two  branches  of  the  Chrjnpaign 
moraine  cross  the  southern  part  of  the  couaity  soiith  of  the  Salt  Fork.   Al- 
so, the  Paxton  and  Chatsv/orth  moraines,  sometimes  classed  as  parts  of 
Bloomington  morainal  system,  lie  across  the  northern  end  of  the  county. 

The  prairies  stretch  south  and  west  of  the  Big  Vemilion  River  from 
Danville.   Small  areas  of  prairie  are  a.lso  to  be  found  in  the  vicinity  of 
Hillery  aJid  in  other  localities  between  the  Salt  Fork  and  the  Little  Ver- 
milion.  To  the  north  and  v/est  of  Hillery  is  a  broad  expanse  of  prairie. 
The  to-^nships  of  Ross,  C-rant,  Catlin,  Oalcwood,  and  part  of  Butler  are  in- 
cluded in  this  prairie  which  is  often  and  incorrectly  spoken  of  as  the 
GraXid  Prairie.   The  broad  m.orainal  ridge  that  crosses  the  prairie  from 
the  northeast  to  the  southwest  is  forty-five  degrees  above  the  prairie  in 
the  vicinity  of  Danville.   As  seen  from  the  south  the  ridge  is  prominent. 


Diagram  of  Big  Vermilion  River  System,  Geological  Survey  (United 
States  Department  of  Interior,  1933). 

Herman  Waschcr  and  Others,  Vermilion  County  Soils,  Soil  Report  I'lo.  62 
(Urbana:  University  of  Illinois,  June,  1938),  p.  7.   Hereinafter  re- 
ferred to  as  Vermilion  County  Soils- 
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but  from  the  north  it  appears  nearly  on  the  prairie  level.  The  valleys 
carved  by  the  Big  Vermilion  and  its  forks  cross  both  the  prairie  and  the 
ridge.  These  valleys  have  cut  into  valuable  farming  lands  ejid  have  proved 
to  be  barriers  to  transportation.   The  exposed  strata  revealed  show  beds  of 
coal  which  make  the  region  important  economically  and  industrially. 

Some  of  the  valleys  are  broad  and  at  places  where  thoy  have  cut 
through  the  softer  beds  of  rock  spread  into  amphitheaters  a  mile  or  more 
in  width.  They  vary  in  depth  from  50  to  100  feet,  with  steep  walls  that 
sometimes  are  precipitous.  The  lowest  point  in  the  county  is  the  Big 
Vermilion  River  channel  near  the  state  line;  this  point  is  shown  on  the 
topographic  map  of  the  United  States  Geological  Survey  as  being  490  feet 
above  sea  level.   Several  places  790  feet  above  sea  level  occur  on  the 
Outer  Bloomington  moraine  west  of  Colli  son.  The  general  level  of  the 
south  half  of  the  county  ranges  from  650  to  790  feet  above  sea  level. 

Good  supplies  of  water  are  obtained  at  a  depth  of  15  to  50  feet. 
The  northwest  part  of  the  county  is  included  in  the  artesian  region  of 
Eastern  Illinois,  and  wells  sunk  there  yield  a  never-failing  supply  of 
water  at  a  depth  of  30  to  100  feet.  A  few  level  areas  occur  which  have 
to  be  artifically  dredged  before  the  land  can  be  farmed  satisfactorily. 
The  largest  of  these  areas  lies  between  Salt  Fork  and  Little  Vermilion 
rivers.  Another  lies  west  and  northwest  of  Fithian  and  along  the  base 
of  the  Bloomington  moraine;  still  another  occurs  around  the  town  of 
Henning.  There  is  but  one  lake  in  the  county,  Lake  Vermilion,  and  that 
was  artificially  created  by  damming  the  North  Fork  River  just  north  of 
Danville;  it  covers  830  acres  of  land  and  is  the  source  of  the  water 
supply  for  Danville. 

Climate 

The  climate  is  typical  of  that  prevailing  in  North  Central  United 
States  nnd  is  characterized  by  a  wide  range  in  temperature  betv;een  the 
extremes  of  winter  and  summer  seasons  and  by  a  somewhat  irregularly  dis- 
tributed rainfall.  The  mean  summer  temperature  during  the.  twenty-year 
period  1917  to  1935  inclusive,  as  taken  at  the  Danville  weather  station, 
was  73.6°  F. ,  while  the  mean  winter  temperature  was  31.3°  F.,  and  the 
average  mean  annue.l  temperature  was  52.7°  F.  The  highest  temperature 
recorded  during  this  period  was  112  F.,  in  July,  1936,  aad  the  lowest 
was  -23  F.  in  Jeinuary,  1924.  The  latest  killing  frost  in  the  same 
twenty-year  weather  record  occurod  on  May  26,  1933.  The  average  date 
for  latest  killing  frosts  was  April  29.  The  earliest  was  September  24, 
1928,  and  the  average  fell  on  October  11.  The  shortest  growing  season 
recorded  was  134  days  in  1928;  the  longest  was  202  days  in  1918.  The 
average  frost-free  grov;ing  season  is  171  days,  which  is  ample  for  crops 
commonly  grown  to  maturity. 1 


1.  Varnilion  County  Soils,  p.  6,7. 
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The  average  annual  precipitation  at  the  Danville  vreather  station 
for   the   twenty-year  period  1917  to   1936   inclusive,   was   36,62   inches. 
This   included  water  melted  from  an  average   snowfall   of  about  17   inches. 
The   driest  months   of  the  year   for  the   period  were   January  and  February 
with  an  average   precipitation  of  1.67  inches   each.      l»!ay  and  September  vrere 
the  wettest  months  with  an  average   of  3.95   inches   each,   while  April,    June, 
and  August  were  not  far  behind  vrlth  an  average   of  3,67   inches   each  month. 
The   twnety-year  average    for  July  was   2,86   inches. 

Protracted  rainless   periods   do  occur.      In  twsnty  years   during  the 
growing   season  from  I'&y  through  September  there  were  thirty-six  periods 
of  more   than  twenty  consecutive  days'   duration  that  were  unbroken  by  rain. 
There  %vBre  nine   periods    of  more   than  forty  days,    and  two  periods   of  more 
than  sixty  days'  duration  that  were  unbroken  by  rain.      Thus,    it   is  apparent 
that  if  the  average  monthly  precipitation  were   evenly  distributed  and  came 
at  regular   intervals,    there  would  probably  alv/ays  be   sufficient  moisture 
in  the   soil   for  nornel  plant  grovrfch,   and  sustained  droughts  would  be  un- 
knoAvn  to  this   county, ^ 

Natural  Resources 


The  Vermilion  country  had  its  physical  beginnings  in  geologic  time  when 
the  measure  via.s   that  of  eras,  each  of  which,  scientifically  considered,  was 
millions  of  years  in  duration.   Geologic  forces  an  eternity  ago  determined 
that  the  natural  resources  of  the  area  of  this  county  vrere  to  be  largely  of 
an  agricultural,  and  of  a  combustible  mineral  nature.  For  practical  pur- 
poses, because  of  the  economic  significance  and  therefore  its  importance  to 
the  social  and  cultural  progress  of  man,  the  Carboniferous  Period  is  a  rec- 
ord written  in  rock,  minerals,  and  fossils  easily  understood  and  evaluated. 
AlthoTigh  its  stretch  as  a  measure  of  time  lies  beyond  the  untaught  compre- 
hension of  man,  nevertheless,  the  happenings  of  the  period  are  factual  and 
observable.   It  was  in  the  Carboniferous  Period  and  the  Age  of  Amphibians 
when  the  sunshine  of  ancient  days  in  the  form  of  partially  decomposed  vege- 
table matter  was  pickled  or  perserved  as  solid  carbon.   It  is  known  as  coal 
and  is  sometimes  nicknamed  "black  diamond."   The  coal  bearing  strata  of  Il- 
linois belong,  with  unimportant  exceptions,  to  what  is  known  as  the  Pennsyl- 
vania system,  so  called  because  it  is  very  completely  represented  by  the  coal 
bearing  strata  (commonly  called  Coal  lioasures)  of  that  state, 2 

The  coal  beds  of  Vermilion  County  belong  to  two  of  the  three  divisions 
into  which  the  coal  bearing  beds  of  the  state  have  been  separated.   The  old- 
est of  these  strata  is  the  Pottsville  division,  \vhich  lies  below  the  Carbon- 
dale  bed.   The  youngest  coal,  or  topmost  bed  is  the  McLeansboro  division 


1,  Vermilion  County  Soils,  p»  6,7. 

2,  Gilbert  H.  C(/dy,  Coal  Resources  of  District  IV,  Bulletin  Ho.  26,  Co- 
operative Mining  Series  (Urbana :  Division  Geological  Survey,  Depart- 
ment of  Registration  and  Education,  1921),  p.  17.  Hereinafter 
referred  to  as  Coal  Resources,  District  IV. 


-.  6  - 
Historical  Sketch 


which  takes  its  name  from  the  county  seat  of  Hamilton  County  where  borings 
revealed  that  the  bed  is  1,000  feet  below  the  surface  of  the  earth  in  that 
locality. 1  The  Carbondale  division,  which  is  typically  exposed  near  Carbon- 
dale  in  Jackson  County,  includes  all  the  productive  coal  beds  in  Illinois 
except  the  ^ck  Island  or  Seville  and  the  Danville  or  Streator  coals.  The 
coals  of  the  Carbonda,le  division  are  numbered  2,  5,  and  6.  Niunber  5  is  called 
Herrin,  Belleville  or  Grape  Creek  coal;  the  latter  is  mined  in  the  vicinity 
of  the  Westville,  Vermilion  County.  The  Grape  Creek  coal  is  correlated  with 
coal  No.  6,  largely  because  of  the  similarity  between  the  fossil  plants  in 
the  roof  shales  in  the  Danville  field  and  in  the  roof  of  typical  coal  No.  6 
of  southern  Illinois.   In  the  northern  and  southwestern  parts  of  Vermilion 
County  the  lowermost  beds  of  the  Carbondale  division  were  either  never  de- 
posited or  they  v/ero  uplifted  and  eroded  after  deposition  prior  to  glacial 
times.  The  present  rock  surface  under  the  drift  consists  of  strata  older 
than  the  Coal  Measure s.^ 

The  McLcansboro  division  or  Danville  coal  is  also  kno'jvn  as  No.  7;  it 
is  mined  near  Danville  and  Fairmont,  and  appears  in  the  river  bluffs  below 
the  Wabash  ^iver  bridge  and  is  traced  up  the  Salt  Fork  to  Butler  Branch 
where  it  dips  slightly  beneath  the  rivor  level. ^  This  coal  bed  averages 

5  feet  in  thickness,  but  decreases  in  places  to  a  band  2  feet  and  8  inche-s, 
which  is  barren  of  productive  coals.  Coal  No.  6  (Grape  Creek)  of  the  Car- 
bondale division  is  variable  in  thickness  but  averages  5  feet  in  the  im- 
portant mining  area  south  of  Dcjiville.  West  and  southwest  of  Danville  its 
thickness  decreases  materially.  The  areas  of  the  best  development  of  coals  Nos. 

6  and  7  do  not  coincide;  where  one  is  thick  the  other  is  almost  invariably 
thin  and  unimportant.  No.  7  coal  comes  close  enough  to  the  surface  in 
places  to  permit  strip  mining.*^  The  coal  of  the  Pottsville  division,  the 
oldest  of  the  Coal  Measures  rocks,  is  known  locally  in  Vermilion  County  as 
the  "Mud  Vein."  It  lies  from  165  to  220  feet  below  the  Grape  Creek  bed, 
and  is  so  impure  that  it  has  never  been  mined  in  the  district. 5 

Chemical  analysis  of  the  coals  of  the  Grape  Creek  and  Danville  veins 
show  that  the  former  has  a  larger  percentage  of  carbon  than  the  latter,  and 
that  No.  7  coal  is  loss  suitable  for  domestic  use  becaise  it  contains  more 
sulphur  than  No.  5.  Hov/ever,  No.  7  furniohos  more  actual  heat  units  per 
pound  than  No.  6,  ishich  has  a  lower  percentage  of  ash.  Bod  No.  6  has  40.23 
percent  fixed  carbon  and  14.45  percent  moisture.   Bed  No.  7  has  38.75  per- 
cent fixed  carbon  .rjid  12.99  percent  moisture.^ 


1.  Coal  Resources  of  District  IV,  p.  20,31. 

2.  Ibid.,  p.  20,31,37;  Fred  H.  Kay  and  K.  D.  White  and  Others,  Coal  Resources 
of  District  VIII  (Dnnville),  Bulletin  No.  14  (Urbana:  State  Geological 
Survey,  Engineering  Experiment  Station,  University  of  Illinois  -  United 
States  Bureau  of  Mines,  1915),  p.  9,15,29.  Hereinafter  referred  to  as 
Coal  Resources.  District  VIII. 

3.  Coal  Resources  of  District  VIII,  p.  9,50. 

4.  Ibid.,  p.  9,15,29,39,50. 

5.  Ibid.,  p.  9,50. 

6.  Ibid.,  p,  51. 
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Limestone  deposits  are  found  in  the  county  in  a  series  of  formations 
at  a  depth  of  from  530  to  575  feet.   These  deposits  belong  to  the  Niagaran 
Epoch  of  the  Silurian  Period  of  the  Paleozoic  Era,  and  antedate  the  coal 
deposits  of  the  Carboniferous  Period. ■'■  Vermilion  County  limestone  forma- 
tions, at  depths  much  nearer  the  earth's  surface  than  the  Niagaran  depos- 
its, are  of  commercial  value  and  are  included  in  the  naturol  resources  and 
mineral  wealth  of  the  county. ^ 

Another  mineral  with  wiiioh  the  county  was  plentifully  supplied,  and 
which  constituted  a  valuable  natural  resource  for  the  aborigines  for  cen- 
turies before  the  ■white  man  explored  and  settled  here,  and  for  many  decades 
thereafter,  was  sodium  chloride  or  natural  salt  held  in  solution.   It  was  a 
brackish  ooze  that  lured  savage  man  and  wild  beast  to  the  Vermilion  Salines. 
Salt  was  the  gold  in  the  iron  kettles  at  the  end  of  the  prairie  rainbow,  that 
has  long  since  vanished.  Yellow  corn  and  black  coal  supplanted  salt  and  fur 
as  the  magnet  of  man's  hunt. 

The  origin  of  the  soil  material  which  gave  Vermilion  County  its  major 
resource  in  agriculture  is  placed  in  the  Glacial  Epoch.   The  underlying  bed 
rock,  now  exposed  in  a  very  few  places,  served  as  a  foundation  for  loose, 
unconsolidated  surface  material  that  -was  laid  over  it,  and  contributed  only 
indirectly  to  the  source  of  the  present  soil  material.   During  the  Glacial 
Epoch  large  areas  of  the  earth's  surface  were  subjected  to  an  extremely  cold 
climate,  as  the  result  of  iMaich  great  ice  sheets  were  formed.   These  ice 
sheets  moved  southward  from  centers  of  accumulation  in  Labrador, ,  in  the 
Hudson  Bay  region,  and  in  the  northern  Rocky  Mountains.   Six  ictj  sheets  or 
glacier  movements  are  generally  regarded  as  having  taken  place,  each  of  which 
covered  part  of  northern  United  States.   Some  parts  of  the  country  were  not 
covered  during  each  advance.   Two  have  been  designated  as  having  covered  the 
area  that  now  constitutes  Vermilion  County.   They  were  the  Illinoisian  and 
Early  Wisconsin.^   The  deposits  of  rock  material  left  by  the  glaciers  are 
known  as  glacial  drift,  and  include  all  material,  stratified  or  unstratified, 
of  glacial  origin  whether  deposited  from  the  ice  itself  or  by  glacial  waters. 

The  deposit  left  by  the  Illinoisian  ice  sheet  is  deeply  buried  by  the 
more  recent  deposits  of  the  Early  Wisconsin  Glacier;  consequently  only  ma- 
terial of  the  Wisconsin  Formation  has  exerted  a  direct  Influence  on  the 
character  of  the  soils  now  found  in  the  county.   The  Wisconsin  advance  was 
the  last  of  the  great  ice  sheets.   The  Illinoisian  glaciation  probably  had 
an  important  effect  on  the  agricultural  value  of  the  soils  of  this  section, 
in  that  it  acted  as  a  leveling  force,  rubbing  down  the  preglacial  hills  and 
filling  the  preglacial  valleys. 4  Glacial  till,  or  unstratified  drift,  is 


!•  Coal  Resources  of  District  VIII,  p.  57. 

2.  Industrial  Survey,  prepared  by  Chamber  of  Commerce  (Danville:  Danville- 
Commercial  News,  January  3,  1934),  p.  10. 

3.  Vermilion  County  Soils,  p«  10-12. 

4.  Ibid^ 
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by  far  the  most  important  material   from  which  the   soils  have  been  formed   - 
a  heterogeneous  mixture   of  sand,    silt,    clay,    gravel,    and  a   scattering   cf 
large   rocks   or   boulders.      Glacial   till  material   contains    limestone;    labora- 
tory tests  show  from  tT,TOnty-five  to  thirty  percent  calcium  carbonate.     Soil 
forming  processes  began  to  change  glacial  material   into  soil  types  through 
the  action  of  wind  and  water  since   the  retreat  of  the   last  ice  sheet. 

Soil   types   of  the  county  are   in  various   stages   of  youthful  period. 
The   character  of  glacial  drift  deposits   in  this  area   is   of  more   importance 
from  the   standpoint  of  soils  than  it  is   in  geologically  older  regions. 
Vegetation  in  the  materials   left  by  the  glacier  gradually  changes  them  into 
soils.      The  low-lying  wet  areas  are   favorable   for  hcavi/  grovrth  of  swamp 
grasses  and  accumulation  of  large  amounts   of  organic  matter.     Fresh  v^ater 
shell  bearing  organisms   live   in  some  areas.     Present  day  soils   in  low-lying 
areas  are  the  muck  and  black  clay  loams. 

Flora  and  Fauna 


Early  settlers   found  from  one   to  three  miles   of  timber  lining  the 
banks   of  the   largest  rivers.      The  vegetation  of  the  prairies  vras   lush,  wild 
life  vnxs  abundant  on  open  plain  and   in  dense   forest.     Of  the  more  tlian  half 
million  acres   of  the   county,   approximately  109,000  originally  were  woodland. 
Scarcely  2,300  acres    of  the   timbered  land,    not  utilized   for  ptistura;-;e  and 
for  other  farm  purposes,    remain  today,    though  about  38,000  acres   of  woodland 
were   in  use   for  livestock  pasturage,   according  to  the  Federal   Farm  Census   of 
1935.       North  of  Danville   is  a   timbered  section  Icnovm  as   the  Rankin  Woods j    it 
is  maintained  as  a   forest  for  natural  beauty  and  not  fcr  coiTta&rcial  use.      In 
the  Grape  Creek  region,   ^Aich   is  very  hilly,    is  a   tract  of  80  acres,   a  part 
of  the  niran  Rose  Farm,  which  is   the   doncest  vroods   in  the   county.     Botanists 
have  classified  84  species   of  tress,   and  74  varieties   of  v;ild   flowors. 

It  has   been  said  that   it  ".vac    salt  and    f^.irs   that  prcnnted   the   settlement 
of  this   region.        Then  it  nnst  have  been  that  there  were  great  numbers   of 
furbearing  animals   in  the  do^^p  fringes   of  the  woodland  that  bordered  the  riv- 
ers and  streams  thiCit  snaked  thoir  way  through  the  prairies;   and  the  tall 
grasses   of  the  plains  concealed  bounding  herds   of  bison,    flocks   cf  timorous 
wild  turkeys,    clucking  prairie   chickens,   and   fluttering  partridges.     Wild 
waterfowl  were  myriad  then  as   compared  to  nov/.     Salt-hunger  brought  instinct- 
driven  animals  across  miles  and  miles   of  undulating  prairie   lands,    through 
the  path-worn  forests  to  the  salt  springs   of  the  river  that  hod  deeply  cut 
its  channel  with   the  persistency  of  time  through  the  red  clay  bluffs   of  the 
morainal  ridges.     Hero   red-skinned,    buffalo-rcbed,   and   feather-bedecked  hunt- 
ers with  bows  and  arrows  stalked  ti^eir  prey  for  meat  and  fur.      It  was  the   law 
of  tooth  and   claw,    beak  and  talon:   the   survival  of  the    fittest,      Man   survived 
because  ho  was  able   to   control  his   enviroiiment;   only  these   boasts  and   fowl 
survived  that  ;vero  able  to  adapt  themselves   to  nan's   interests   or  wore  pro- 


1.  Vermilion  County  Scilr:,    p.   f^,3. 

2.  Jones,   Yer'.'.ilion  County,    Illincis,    p.   43, 
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tected  "by  his  desire  to  mp.inte.in  them  r_s  ©"bjects  of  his  affection  or  his 
continued  necessity.   Thus  has  vpjiished  all  the  wild  pjiimal  life  that 
rocyned  the  prairies  and  found  shelter  in  the  forests,  all  "but  the  fish  of 
the  strepjns,  some  of  the  wild  fowl,  pjid  a  few  of  the  smaller  furbearing  pjid 
comparatively  harmless  animals.  There  are  left  about  140  species  of  "birds 
and  31  species  of  fishes  in  the  streams  of  the  region.  All  wild  life  must 
now  "be  protected  "by  game  laws  to  prevent  it  from  becoming  extinct. 

Historical  Development  Before  1776 

The  Science  of  History  ->  Man  Enters  the  Rocord 

As  with  the  early  animal  life,  so  with  the  early  inhabitants:  they 
have  long  since  gone  -  disappeared,  s-nd  have  left  few  monuments  and  little 
evidence  of  their  ever  having  been.  Long  before  his  own  cultural  progress 
taught  him  to  prize  the  arts  and  crafts  and  cultural  potentialities  of  the 
natives  with  whom  he  traded  and  whom  he  dispossessed  of  the  land,  the  white 
man  in  his  ignorance  and  greed  obliterated  much  of  the  Indian  civilization. 

History  is  a  set  of  complex  processes,  and  there  is  always  a  temptation 
to  over-simplification  so  as  to  present  it  in  a  form  comprehensible  to  those 
not  yet  aware  of  all  the  forces  that  must  combine  to  form  the  main  stream  of 
history  whether  of  a  county,  a  state,  or  a  nation.   There  are  many  tributa- 
ries to  the  main  stream  of  any  history;  there  are  majiy  currents  and  counter 
currents  in  its  flowing  living  waters;  likewise  there  are  some  eddies  where 
there  is  little  change  and  life  only  seems  to  stand  still;  but  change  is  the 
one  law  of  life.   In  written  history,  there  must  be  movement,  growth  and  a 
consciousness  of  the  passing  of  time.   In  the  record  of  "yerrailion  County, 
written  by  man  and  preserved  in  the  archives  of  the  county  and  state,  in 
libraries  and  in  private  collections,  this  law  of  change  is  found  working, 
without  which  there  would  bo  no  passage  of  time  and  no  history.   In  the 
above  reference  to  the  geological  record  of  the  region,  the  operation  of 
this  law  was  noted;  but  this  concerned  the  physical  evolution  of  man's 
earthly  home.   We  now  pass  to  a  brief  study  of  the  early  inhabitants  of  the 
environment  upon  which  so  much  of  the  county's  history  depends,  economically, 
socially,  and  politically.   In  county  history  it  is  readily  observed  that 
the  science  of  history  is  concerned  with  historical  life  as  a  whole  more 
than  with  the  political  activities  of  individuals  as  the  motivating  force  of 
development. 

Early  Vermilion  Peoples 

There  is  trace  and  evidence  of  a  people  having  inhabited  the  "Vermilion 
region  before  the  tribes  who  dwelt  there  at  the  coming  of  the  white  man.   It 
is  said  by  archeologists  and  ethnologists  that  the  pottery  found  by  the 
early  settlers  could  be  explained  in  no  satisfactory  way  except  to  assume  it 
had  been  used  in  the  work  of  manufact\iring  salt  from  the  saline  springs  of 
the  region.  1  It  is  not  known  whether  the  pottery  was  actaxally  the  work  of  a 


1.  Jones,  "Vermilion  Covmty,  Illinois,  p.  40,41. 
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people  whose  history  antedates  that  of  the  Indians;  but  it  is  definite 
that  the  Indians  obtained  salt  from  the  salt  springs,  wells,  and  licks 
along  the  tributrxies  of  the  Vermilion  and  Saline  rivers  of  Illinois. 
It  is  true  that  nany  remains  and  relics  frequently  attributed  to  a  pre- 
historic race  called  the  Mound  Builders,  were  undoubtedly  the  handiwork 
of  the  American  Indirjis.   That  this  region  was  a  part  of  the  so-called 
Mound  Builder's  empire,  about  which  much  speculation  has  been  advanced, 
is  accepted  by  scientists.   So  far  little  evidence  exists  that  establishes 
the  Mound  Builders  as  a  race  distinct  from  the  Indians  ^o  possessed  the 
country  when  the  white  man  came  here.  As  to  whether  the  Indians  were  de- 
scendants of  the  Mound  Builders,  and  as  to  the  origin  of  both,  there  are 
several  hypotheses.  However,  the  presence  of  an  "elder  man"  in  the  New 
World  may  be  recorded  as  an  ethnologic  fact;  but  the  extent  to  which,  if 
at  all,  the  Vermilion  County  area  figures  in  the  existence  of  any  but  the 
Indian  and  the  white  races  is  not  yet  established. 

Indians  of  the  Vermilion 

The  Indians  who  lived  in  and  claimed  the  territory  that  is  now  known 
as  Vermilion  Comity  belonged  to  one  of  the  confederacies  of  the  Algonquin 
family  called  the  Miamis,  and  to  the  Kickapoo  and  Pottowatomie  tribes  of 
the  same  family.  There  was  temporary  occupancy  by  scattered  bands  of 
Shav?uees  end  Lelawaros,  the  latter  obtaining  their  title  from  the  Fianke- 
shaw  tribe  about  1770  on  condition  of  their  settling  upon  it  and  assisting 
them  in  a  war  with  the  Kickapoos.2  The  Piankeshaws,  the  Miasiis  proper,  and 
the  Weas,  constituted  the  Miami  confederacy.  Althoiigh  the  territory  known 
as  Vermilion  County  has  been  recognized  as  a  part  of  the  "Country  of  the 
mini"  (Illinois),  it  was  never  claimed  by  the  Illini  confederacy,  the 
eastern  limit  of  whose  lands  was  known  as  the  ridge  which  divides  the  waters 
flowing  into  the  Illinois  River  from  the  streams  which  drain  into  the  Wabash 
River  above  the  headwaters  of  Saline  Creek,  and  as  high  up  the  Illinois  as 
the  Des  Plaines,  extending  westward  to  the  Mississippi  River  and  reaching 
northward  to  the  debatable  ground  between  the  Illinois,  Chippewas,  Winne- 
bagoes,  Sacs,  and  Foxes. 3 

This  same  ridge  was  the  western  limit  of  the  country  of  the  Miamis.^ 
It  has  been  established  that  the  earliest  Indian  proprietors  of  the  terri- 
tory were  the  Piankeshaw  tribe  of  the  Miami  confederacy.  The  Miami  name 


1.  Hiram  W.  Beckwith,  History  of  Vermilion  County  (Chicago:  H.  H.  Hill  and 
Company,  1879),  p.  195,196.  Hereinafter  referred  to  as  History  of  Ver- 
milion County. 

2.  Ibid.,  p.  178.   Beckwith  quotes  a  passage  from  Dawson's  life  of  General 
William  Henry  Harrison,  which  contains  the  information  as  to  how  the 
Delawares  obtained  title  to  this  land. 

3.  The  Illini  confederacy,  a  subdivision  of  the  Algonquin  family  jind  with- 
out doubt,  according  to  General  William  Henry  Harrison,  also  related  to 
the  Miami  nation,  included  the  subdivision  tribes  of  Cahokia,  Kaskaskia, 
Peoria,  Michagamea,  Moingwena,  eind  Tamaroa. 

4.  Jones,  Vermilion  County.  Illinois,  p.  14,15. 
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for  the  river,  laiovm  as  the  Vemilion,  was  Piankeshaw;  so  it  may  he   that 
the  tribe  living  along  the  Vermilion  was  so  called  from  the  name  of  the 
river,  rather  than  the  river  being  given  the  name  of  the  tribe.  T/Vhen  the 
French  came  to  the  Wabash  River  region,  the  Piankeshaws  were  found  on  both 
sides  of  the  river  from  the  Vermilion  down  to  the  Ohio  and  westward  into 
Illinois  to  the  ridge  which  divides  the  tributaries  of  the  Wabash  from  those 
of  the  Illinois.-^  At  the  confluence  of  the  North  Fork  and  the  Big  Vermilion, 
the  present  site  of  Danvillo,  was  the  important  Indian  village  of  Piankeshaw. 
Abundant  proof  of  this  exists  in  the  records  and  documents  of  the  early 
French  explorers  and  settlers,  the  records  of  conquest  by  the  British,  and 
the  memoirs  and  reports  of  adventurers  and  officials  of  colonial  govern- 
ments and  of  the  United  States.  Whether  Piankeshaw  in  the  Indian  language 
meant  red,  or  not,  is  not  kiio'wn;  nevertheless,  it  was  used  by  the  Miamis 
and  designated  both  the  river  and  the  village  of  that  name.   The  Indf.an 
name  was  not  universally  used.   In  early  records  the  name  given  to  the 
river  was  Vermilion,  so  called  for  the  fine  red  earth  found  along  the  river 
bluffs  in  the  shales  overlaying  the  outcroppings  of  the  coal  veins.   The 
Indians  used  the  red  earth  to  paint  themselves.   The  name  of  the  Indian 
village  in  time  came  to  be  attached  to  the  French  name  of  the  river: 
"Piankeshaw  on  the  Riviere  du  Vermilion."   In  the  early  nineteenth  century 
the  river  vi&s   marked  on  a  map  as  the  Red  River.  About  the  same  time  some 
geographers  and  American  writers  tried  to  give  it  the  name  "Rejoicing," 
but  the  designation  given  by  the  French,  together  with  their  spelling, 
rema  ins . 

The  Kickapoo  and  Pottowatomic  Indian  tribes,  in  the  middle  of  the  eight- 
eenth century,  were  under  pressure  of  the  ever  restless  and  active  Sioux,  who 
dwelt  to  the  north  of  the  Illinois;  and  because  of  this,  and  also  because  of 
the  diminution  of  their  hunting  grounds,  they  pushed  their  way  from  the  north 
into  the  lands  possessed  by  the  Miamis.  The  current  of  emigration  of  the 
tribes  east  of  the  Mississippi  River  at  this  time  was  from  the  north  to  the 
south.   The  Pottowatomies  notified  the  Kiamis  that  they  intended  to  settle 
upon  the  beautiful  land  ■'.mtered  by  the  ViTabash  River  and  its  tributaries. 
They  made  no  pretensions  to  a  right  of  title  to  the  country,  and  gave  only 
the  excuse  that  they  were  tired  of  eating  fish  and  wanted  meat. 2   They  came, 
and  bore  down  on  the  Piankeshaws  and  occupied  impudently  and  by  sheer  force 
of  numbers,  rather  than  by  force  of  arms,  a  large  portion  of  the  Miami  ter- 
ritory.  They  established  numerous  villages  along  the  banks  of  the  Wabash 
and  its  tributaries.   They  v.'ere  called  squatters  by  other  tribes  in  the 
region. 

',  The  Kickapoos  and  Liascoutinsi  who  vrere  of  the  same  stock  as  the  Fox 
Indians,  were  also  moving  south  and  east;vard  to  avoid  destructive  conflicts 
with  the  fierce  Sioux.  The  Wabash  country  seemed  to  be  a  place  of  secui^ity 
from  the  Sioux.  The  L5ascoutins  went  to  the  lower  Vfebash;  but  were  not  fol*- 
lowed  by  the  Kiclcapoos,  viho  remained  on  the  upper  Wabash  and  Vermilion  riv- 
ers. The  former  soon  returned  north,  and  the  French  effected  a  reconcilia- 


1,  Jones,  Vermilion  County,  Illinois,  p.  24,25;  Beckwith,  History  of 
Vermilion  County,  p.  124. 

2.  Beckwith,  History  of  Vermilion  County,  p.  146. 
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tion  with  the  Sioux  and  for  a  time  the  Mascoutins  were  back  again  among  the 
Foxes  and  Kickapoos.   By  some  the  Kickapoos  and  Mascoutins  were  regarded 
as  the  same  tribe  largely  because  they  were  always  united  in  interests. 1 
The  Kickapoos  were  a  decidedly  predatory  tribe.   Between  the  years  1788 
and  1796,  war  parties  from  the  Kickapoo  villages  kept  the  settlements  in 
Kentucky,  Indiana,  and  Illinois  in  a  state  of  continual  alarm.  The  Kickar- 
poos  were  often  accompanied  by  the  Pottowatomies  in  their  depredations  on 
the  white  settlements.  The  two  tribes,  each  with  more  or  less  of  the  same 
predatory  habits,  having  been  forced  by  other  tribes  into  lands  possessed 
by  the  Miami  confederacy,  established  themselves  in  the  valleys  of  the 
Wabash  and  tributary  rivers.  They  agreed  that  the  Wabash  River  should  be 
tho  dividing  line  bety/oen  themselves  and  the  Miami s.  The  Pottowatomies 
and  the  Kickapoos  were  to  occupy  the  land  on  the  north  and  west  sides  of 
the  river,  leaving  the  east  or  south  side  for  the  Miami s. 2  By  this  time 
the  Piankeshaws  of  the  Miami  confederacy  were  unable  to  maintain  their 
rights  before  the  intruders,  and  were  forced  to  accept  this  division  of 
the  Wabash  dominion.  These  squatters  and  guerrillas  of  the  plains  and 
forests  established  villages  of  mixed  people  in  the  Wabash  country.  They 
were  much  attached  to  the  lands  along  the  Vermilion  River. 

The  two  other  tribes  that  figured  in  the  Indian  occupation  of  the  Ver- 
milion country  were  the  Shawnees  and  the  Delawares;  they,  too,  were  branches 
of  the  Algonquin  family  and  had  suffered  greatly  from  the  ancient  enemy  of 
that  family,  the  Iroquois,  who  waged  an  xinr  emit  ting  war  upon  them.  The 
Shawnees  in  order  to  escape  further  molestation  left  their  lands  on  the 
shores  of  the  Great  Lakes  east  of  Cleveland,  Ohio,  and  trovoled  south:  some 
of  their  bands  penetrated  into  the  extreme  southern  states.  They  were  known 
as  the  "bedouins  of  the  wilderness. "^  Sometime  before  the  Revolutionary 
War  they  established  a  village  on  the  Ohio  River  a  few  miles  below  the 
mouth  of  the  Wabash  at  a  place  vi^vich  now  bears  their  name  ( Shawnee  to  wn ) . 
They  were  driven  from  Florida  by  the  Creek  and  Seminole  tribes  and  they 
then  appealed  to  the  Miami s  and  Delawares  for  protection.^  Remnants  of 
this  tribe  dwelt  in  Illinois,  Indiana,  Ohio,  and  Pennsylvania  after  their 
dispersion  by  the  Iroquois.  Chief  Tecumseh  belonged  to  the  Kiskapoceke 
subtribe,  #iich  was  one  of  the  four  groups  into  which  the  Shawnees  were 
divided. 5 

The  Delawares,  who  were  regarded  with  the  utmost  respect  and  veneration 
by  other  Algonquin  tribes,  were  subjugated  and  made  as  women  by  the  Iroquois; 
they  were  prohibited  from  making  war  and  were  placed  under  the  sovereignty  of 
the  Iroquois,  according  to  authorities  on  Indian  affairs.  They  had  been 
driven  westward  and  across  the  Alleghenies  after  the  Q^i?Jcers  of  Pennsyl- 
vania had  obtained  possession  by  treaty  and  purchase  of  the  greater  por- 


1.  Beckwith,  History  of  Vermilion  County,  p.  156-59. 

2.  Ibid.,  p.  148,162,163;  Jones,  Vermilion  County,  Illinois,  p.  19. 

3.  Beckwith,  History  of  Vermilion  County,  p.  170,171. 

4.  Ibid.,  p.  171. 

5.  Ibid.,  p.  174, 
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-tion  of  their  lands.   They  obtained  possession  of  lands  in  the  Wabash 
River  couhtry  by  agreeing  to  ?^ettle  on  land  held  by  the  Piankeshaws  in 
return  for  assistance  against  the  Kickapoos,  who  were  pressing  hard  upon 
the  Piankeshans.    Title  to  the  tract  of  land  held  by  the  Delewares  was 
later  disputed  by  the  doners,  who  claimed  that  while  they  had  granted  the 
Delawares  the  right  of  occupancy,  they  had  never  conveyed  the  right  of 
sovereignty  of  the  land  in  question. ^ 

The  Indian's  Place  in  American  History 

This  elementary  sketch  of  e^.rly  Indian  occupation  of  the  Vermilion 
region  is  merely  a  guide  for  what  othearwise  might  be  a  confusing  account 
of  involved  tribal  movements.  Primitive  civilizations  follow  no  orderly 
course;  and  Indian  history  did  not  -oursue  a  straight  line  of  development, 
or  of  orderly  chronological  unfolding.   Because  of  many  factors  that  were 
natural  to  primitive  Indian  culture,  and  because  of  the  scores  of  tribes, 
clans,  and  confederacies  the.t  were  involved,  Indirai  history  is  a  highly 
confusing  record.   Added  to  this  naze  of  conflicting  interests  and  nomadic 
movements  of  free  peoples,  v^ere   the  clashing  ambitions  of  the  four  groups 
of  conquerors  of  the  aborigines  -  the  Snpnish,  the  French,  the  English, 
and  the  United  States  Americans,  which  further  complicated  the  record. 
Any  attempt  to  clarify  Indian  history  and  to  confine  it  to  the  limits  of 
a  county  history  m.ust  of  necessity  fit  the  principal  features  of  local  de- 
velopment into  the  broad  outlines  of  a  great,  tragic,  and  thrilling  drama* 
American  Indian  history  is  a  record  of  treachery,  greed,  crime,  betrayal, 
and  shame  on  the  nart  of  both  the  conquered  and  the  conqueror.   The  white 
man  with  the  Bible,  gunpowder,  and  "hisky  ^-^.s   the  conqueror. 

AmericaJi  literature  is  replete  with  the  gory  and  romatic  record  of 
every  phase  of  the  conqviest  of  a  continent,  and  the  forceful  dispossession 
of  its  natural,  if  savage  and  senisavagc,  owners.   Here  is  noted  only  how 
the  early  inhabitants  of  a  locnlity,  later  to  be  known  as  Vermilion  County, 
f:  tted  into  the  development  of  New  ^orld  history.   The  tribes  mentioned 
above  were  those  v,'hose  members  constituted  the  human  element  of  Old  Vei^ 
milion's  early  history  before  the  county  was  organized.   Into  the  Indian's 
civilization  came  the  Suanish  conquistador,  the  French  cavalier,  and  cou- 
reurs  de  bois,  the  English  nobleman  and  tradesman,  the  priest-nissionary, 
the  Puritan  minister,  and  finally  the  colonial  precursor  of  the  United 
States.   Driven,  hunted  and  evangelized,  bribed,  robbed  and  "improved,"  the 
Indian  succumbed  to  the  white  man's  vices  more  than  he  adopted  his  virtues 
during  the  long  years  of  the  conquest  of  North  Amcrida  by  the  Europeans  and 
their  American  descendants. 

Notwithstanding  the  fact  that  the  pattern  of  Indian  civilization 
was  somewhat  modified  by  the  contact  the  aborigines  had  with  the  white 


1.  Bcckwith,  History  of  Vermilion  County,  p.  I78. 

2.  This  formula  for  giving  came  to  be  kno\-Ti  a.s  "Indian  giving,"  or  the 
right  to  use  -without  title. 
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man  from  E-arope,  they  resisted  change  as  fen  primitive  peoples  have.   In 
the  main  they  were  not  a  people  who  Imitated  those  with  a  higher  level 
of  cultural  attainment;  subju^jation  meant  breaicing  their  will;  they 
would  not  he  enslaved.  The  3tudy  of  sociology  at  this  time  in  the  Wes- 
tern world  had  not  made  sufficient  progress  to  develop  a  tochiiique  of 
racial  relations  aJid  cultural  penetration  that  would  have  onaoled  the 
white  men  to  conquer  a  continent  without  subjugating  its  native  popula- 
tion.  Civilised  nations  hava  not  yet  learned  this  art  to  a  degree  that 
enables  them  to  utilize  the  potentialities  of  less  privileged  races  as 
an  economic  a.nd  cultural  asset.  1 

The  Comin^-  of  the  French  to  the  Vermilion 

The  exploration  and  settlement  of  the  Vermilion  country  by  the  white 
man  followed  the  penetration  of  French  fur  traders,  known  as  coureurs  de 
bois  (runners  of  the  forests),  missionaries,  and  gentleman  adventurers 
into  the  region  south  and  i-fest  of  the  Great  Lakes. ^  At  least  four  forces 
operated  in  the  expansion  of  the  French  westward  from  the  St.  Lawrence 
River  valley.   These  were:  enlargement  of  the  region  for  fur  trading  with 
the  Indians,  acquisition  of  nev/  lands  for  France,  missionary  zeal  in  con- 
verting the  Indians  to  the  Catholic  faith,  and  rivalry  between  groups  of 
religious  orders.   The  priests  representing  these  orders  were  indefatigable 
explorers,  men  of  science,  often  politically  minded  in  behalf  of  France  sv.i 
the  missions  and  colonies  they  founded,  and  above  all  zealous  in  the  work 
of  building  up  a  great  Christian  empire. 3  The  yearly  reports  of  these 
priests  and  of  the  missions  they  established,  and  the  journals  and  memoirs 
which  some  of  them  recorded  yield  a  great  amount  of  material  for  the  student 
of  history.  Government  documents  on  colonial  affairs  ajid  the  letters,  in- 
ventories, and  authorizations  of  agents  of  the  great  fur  coritpanies  provide 
ajiother  source  of  historical  data.  They  help  make  clear  how  a  continent 
was  explored  ajid  settledi;  and  reveal  the  confusing  rjid  conflicting  elements 
that  entered  into  its  conquest,  which  at  this  late  a.nd  far  removed  day  seems 
to  have  been  free  from  mundane  motivations. 

The  Jesuit  fathers  looked  westward  for  new  mission  fields  as  soon  as 
it  was  evident  that  temporal  interests  and  civil  power  ha.d  gained  ascend- 
ency in  the  French  colonization  of  pastern  Hew  Fraxice  (Canada).  They  had 
seen  their  mission  fields  transformed  into  colonies;  and  they  dreaded  the 
fur  traders  for  several  reasons  not  pertinent  to  relate  in  this  sketch.  Po- 
litical intrigues  of  civil  governors  and  speculations  in  fur  trading  on  the 
part  of  rivals  in  the  business  produced  strains  in  relationships  which 


1.  Robert  Gessner,  Massacre,  A  Survey  of  Today's  American  Indian  (New  York: 
Jonathan  Cape  and  Harrison  Smith,  1931),  p.  197-547, 405-1 e 

2.  Frrncis  Parkman,  LaSalle  and  the  Discovery  of  the  Great  West  (Boston: 
Little,  2rown  and  Company,  1922),  p.  3-119  (hereinafter  referred  to  as 
LaSalle  gjid  the  Great  West);  Jones,  Vermilion  County,  Illinois,  p.  5-48; 
Eeckwith,  History  of  Vermilion  County,  p.  37-215;  Thomas  Falconer,  On 
the  Discovery  of  the  Mississippi  (London;  Sr-jmiel  Clarke,  1844),  p.  5-30. 

3.  Ibid. 
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caused  the  Jesuits  to  redouble  their  solicitude  for  the  missions  thej'  had 
established  to  the  west  in  the  Great  Lakes  region.   The  Sulpiciajis  of  the 
Seininary  of  St.  Sulpice  at  Montreal,  the  Frajici scans,  and  the  Recollects 
were  all  zealous  to  conquer  new  domains  for  the  Faith;  but  they  were  ri- 
vals in  their  missionary  activities  v/hich  inevitably  were  connected  with 
explorations  and  trading  v/ith  the  Indians.   Documented  history  and  abun- 
dant archival  material'  treat  extensively  of  the  conflicts  and  jealousies 
engendered  amid  the  shifting  of  temporal  interests  of  gentleman  adventur- 
ers and  fortune  hunters  in  the  speculations  of  the  fur  trade  sxid  the  growing 
power  of  civil  government .  ■'■ 

As  early  as  1635  or  '38,  Jepji  Nicollet,  an  interpreter  who  had  been 
some  tvronty  years  in  Cana.da  and  had  become  an  Indif;n  in  his  habits,  was 
sent  from  Quebec  as  ?Ji  ambassador  to  the  Winnebago  Indians  living  near  the 
head  of  Green  Bay  on  Lake  Michigrji.  History  records  that  Hicollet  learned 
then  of  the  "great  water"  which  he  mistook  for  the  sea;  whereas,  it  was  the 
Mississippi  River  of  v.hich  his  Indian  guides  spoke.   A  little  later  French 
Jesuits  and  fur  traders  pushed  deeper  into  the  wilderness  of  the  northern 
lakes;  and  in  time  Father  Claude  Allouez  was  sent  to  establish  a  mission 
at  Green  Bay.  He  was  follov^ed  by  Father  Jacques  Marquette  v;ho  later  was 
chosen  by  Governor  Frontenac  of  Hew  France  to  accompany  Louis  Jolliet  on 
the  expedition  orgajiized  to  discover  the  Mississippi  River.   Marquette  is 
said  to  have  been  chosen  for  the  expedition  because  of  the  information  he 
ho.d  already  obtained  from  the  Indians  relating  to  the  coxmtry  to  be  ex- 
plored.^ 

Jolliet,  a  young  man,   born  in  Csjiada  and  educated  by  the  Jesuits,  had 
been  sent  to  discover  and  explore  the  copper  mines  of  the  Lake  Superior  re- 
gion.  He  failed  in  the  attempt,  bnt  on  his  return  to  Quebec  he  met  Rone 
Robert  Cavelier,  better  1-mown  as  Sieur  de  la  Salle,  pjid  the  Sulpicians  who 
jointly  ha.d  embarked  on  an  enterprise  of  exploration  and  discovery.  The 
meeting  took  place  at  the  head  of  Lake  Ontario.  Jolliet  showed  the  priests 
and  LaSalle  a  map  which  he  had  made  of  the  upper  lakes  he  had  visited,  ?,nd 
gave  them  a  copy  of  it,  telling  them  that  the  Pottoivatomie  Indians  and  other 
tribes  had  great  need  of  spiritual  succor.   LaSalle  in  vain  reminded  them 
that  the  Jesuits  had  preoccuoied  the  field  and  would  regard  them  as  intrud- 
ers.  The  Sulpicians  later  learned  that  LaSalle's  predictions  had  been 
T/ell  founded. 3  Following  the  half  century  of  exploration  r-Jid  missionary 
activity  since  Nicollet  went  among  the  Winncbag-oes,  Jepji  Talon,  the  Intcn- 
dant  of  New  France  during  the  governorship  of  Daniel  Remy,  Sieur  de  Cour- 
celles,  dispatched  Daumont  de  Saint-Lusson  to  search  for  copper  mines  on 
Lake  Superior,  and  at  the  same  time  take  formal  possession  of  the  v.'hole 
interior  for  the  King  of  France  end  to  proclaim  the  Indian  nations  to  be 
under  the  protection  of  the  King.^  Accompanied  by  ITicolas  Perrot,  an  in- 


1.  Parkman,  LaSalle  ajad  the  Great  West. 

2.  Beckwith,  Histor^^  of  Vermilion  County,  p.  39,40;  Parkman,  LaSalle  and 
the  Great  West,  p.  3-5,56-81. 

3.  Parkman,  LaSalle  oiid  the  Great  West,  p.  23,24,27. 

4.  Ibid.,  p.  49. 
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terpreter  and  a  conspicuous  Canadian  voyp.geur  of  the  time,  Saint-Lusson 
wintered  at  the  Manitoulin  Islejids  and  from  there  sent  messages  to  the 
tribes  of  the  north  to  meet  the  deputy  of  the  govornor  at  Sault  Ste. 
Marie  in  the  following  spring  of  1671.  The  grand  council  was  held,  and 
Saint-Lusson  proclaimed  all  the  Ipjids  that  had  been  discovered  and  those 
that  were  to  be  discovered  thereafter  to  be  the  possession  of  "the  Most 
High,  Mighty,  and  Redoubted  Monarch,  Louis,  Fourteenth  of  that  ncjno.  Most 
Christian  King  of  Franco  and  Navarro."  The  Indipjis  were  declared  to  be 
the  vassals  of  his  Majesty  tho  King.   So  passed  the  Northwest  into  the  pos- 
session of  FrpJice. 

Intendpjit  Talon  was  a  faithful  servant  of  the  King,  and  was  full  of 
projects  for  the  expansion  of  New  Ttpxicq   and  the  development  of  industry. 
He  mepjit  to  occupy  the  interior  of  the  continent  and  to  control  the  riv- 
ers which  were  its  only  highways.   The  interior  was  still  pji  unknown  world. 
Talon  plrjined  to  explore  it;  rjid  to  that  end  he  availed  himself  of  Jesuits, 
officers,  fur  traders,  and  enterprising  schemers  like  LaSalle.  Talon  was 
determined  to  find  the  "great  river,"  the  Mississippi,  the  mysterious  stream 
of  which  the  Indians  spoke.  He  would  learn  whether  it  would  lead  to  Mexico, 
Japan,  or  China.  The  Jesuits  were  eager  to  discover  it.  Talon  made  choice 
of  Louis  Jolliet  to  carry  out  the  plan  of  discovery  and  exploration;  but 
before  it  was  undertaken  the  Intendant  and  Governor  Sieur  do  Courcelles  rc- 
tiirned  to  France.   The  new  governor,  Louis  da  Baude,  Count  do  Frontenac, 
accepted  the  recommendation  of  Talon,  and  Jolliet  was  appointed  to  lead  the 
expedition  which  was  to  discover  the  Mississippi  River  for  the  French. 

Jolliet  had  resolved  in  his  yoxing  manhood  to  be  a  priest,  and  he  re- 
ceived the  tonsxire  ?jid  minor  orders  at  the  age  of  seventeen.  Though  he 
renovmced  the  priesthood  he  retained  his  loyalty  to  the  Jesuits.  One 
of  their  number.  Father  Jacques  Marquette,  was  chosen  to  accompany  him. 
In  June,  1673,  Jolliet  and  Marquette  steered  their  csinoes  from  the  cur- 
rents of  the  Wisconsin  River  into  the  eddies  of  the  Mississippi;  they 
voyaged  past  the  mouths  of  the  Illinois,  the  Missouri,  and  the  Ohio  riv- 
ers ?jid  as  far  south  as  the  Arkp-nsas  River  before  they  retraced  their 
course  and  returned  to  the  mouth  of  the  Illinois  which  they  ascended  and 
came  finally  to  the  Lake  of  Illinois  (Michigan).  Here  wc  leave  the  dis- 
coverers, for  their  later  exploits  do  not  particularly  concern  the  history 
of  the  county,  the  background  of  which  is  here  sketched. 

Historically  speaking,  Vermilion  County,  being  a  part  of  the  TTabash 
River  valley,  is  more  concerned  with  the  expeditions  and  discoveries  of 
LaSalle  than  with  those  of  his  rival  explorers.  However,  there  is  little 
authentic  record  to  justify  the  claim  occasionally  made  that  LaSalle  pad- 
dled his  canoe  down  the  Wabash  River  in  1669-70.  Nevertheless,  the  discov- 
eries by  LaSalle  made  the  Wabash  Valley  a  part  of  the  domain  of  New  France, 
LaBalle  had  dreamed  of  a  western  passage  to  China  ?Jid  nursed  vague  schemes 
of  western  discovery.  He  had  come  to  New  FrpJice,  ambitious,  fearless,  a 
cxiltivated  and  refined  gentleman,  who  could  shine  in  the  palace  of  a  king 
as  well  as  in  the  red  man's  wigwam.  He  had  an  older  brother  in  Canada,  the 
Abbe  Cavelier,  a  priest  of  St.  Sulpice.  LaSalle  was  the  name  of  rji  estate 
near  Rouen,  Franco,  belonging  to  the  Caveliers,  a  wealthy  family  that  lived 
more  like  nobles  thrji  like  bxirghcrs.  The  nrjne  was  used  by  tho  family  to 
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designr.te  the  son,  r.ccording  to  o.  custom  of  the  period.   Lc.Salle  was  always 
an  earnest  Catholic,  and  in  his  errly  life  he  entered  the  Society  of 
Jesus.   It  is  said  that  he  taught  for  a  time  in  a  Jesuit  school,  and 
tha.t  he  parted  comppjiy  vrith  the  Jesuits  on  good  terras,  pnd  with  a  repu- 
tation for  excellent  acquirements  and  uninperchahle  ncrals.   He  was  a 
mxi   of  intense  longing  for  action  and  achiovenent.   His  was  a  positive 
nature  thr.t  was  coupled  with  far-seeing  prudence  and  aji  inflcxihlc  char- 
acter. He  Dccr.ine  a  feudal  proprietor  on  on  estate  at  La  Chine  above  the 
great  rapids  and  a  short  distance  above  Montreal,  having  received  his 
lends  from  the  Seminary  of  St.  Sulpice.-'- 

Mention  was  made  above  of  LaSalle's  connection  with  the  Sulpicic.ns 
when  engaged  on  an  expedition  that  took  him  into  the  valley  of  the  Ohio 
River,  which  many  disinterested  historians  credit  him  with  having  dis- 
covered.  Hov^ever,  credibility  of  LaSalle's  Ohio  exploration  is  obscured 
in  controversy.   It  should  be  noted  that  his  rival  explorer,  Louis  Jol- 
lict,  credited  him  with  having;  e:cplored  the  Ohio.^  The  exploiter  seems 
to  hr,vc  become  convinced  as  the  result  of  his  expeditions  west  -^jid  south 
of  the  Great  Lakes  that  the  Mississippi  Eiver  flo'.red  not  into  the  Pacific 
OcecxL  or  the  Gulf  of  California,  but  into  the  Gulf  of  Mexico.  He  wrnted 
to  call  into  being  the  latent  riches  of  the  Great  ^est.   He  believed  tha.t 
a  strc?jn  of  wealth  could  be  made  to  pour  into  Canada  from  the  17cst  tha.t 
otherwise  v/ould  enrich  the  enemies  of  ?rance,  if  the  country  were  not  en- 
circled with  fortified  posts  to  gua.rd  against  the  English  on  the  east  and 
the  Spaniards  on  the  south.   He  was  engaged  in  a  large  and  lucrative  fur 
trade  and  was  favored  by  Gcvernor  Frontenac,  who  was  said  to  ha.ve  sha,red 
in  the  profits  of  the  trade,  and  is  known  to  liave  assisted  L;iSalle  in  fi- 
nancing his  e;cpeditions  of  exploration  and  discovery.*^  LaSalle  sought  a 
monopoly  of  the  trade  in  the  Ohio  and  Mississippi  river  valleys.  He  be- 
cene  an  Uiicompromising  rival  of  the  Jesuits  for  control  of  the  West. 

Louis  XIV,  King  of  France,  in  1578  raised  him  to  the  rank  of  an  un- 
titled noble  and  graiated  him  a  patent  "to  labor  at  the  discovery  of  7/est- 
ern  parts  of  New  France;  c-nd.   for  the  execution  of  this  enterprise,  to 
build  forts  at  such  places  as  you  may  think  necessary."   LaSalle  was  to 
defray  the  costs  of  his  undertalcings  ajid  was  not  to  trade  with  the  savages 
called  Ottawas,  or  with  other  tribes  who  broijght  their  peltries  to  Montreal. 
He  was  granted  the  sole  right  of  trade  in  buffalo  hides.  LaSalle  represented 


1.  Parkman,  LaSalle  and  the  Great  West,  p.  7-10,83,34;  Cha.rles  H.  Bartlett 
and  Richard  Lyon,  LaSalle  in  the  Valley  of  the  St.  Joseph  (South  Bend: 
Tribune  Printing  Company,  1399),  p.  17-22,65;  Beclcvith,  History  of  Ver- 
milion County,  p.  55. 

2.  Parknan,  LaSalle  rnd  the  Great  West,  p.  24-33;  Jean  Delrn:.;lez,  S.J., 
Some  LaSalle  Journeys  (Chicago:  Institute  of  Jesuit  History,  1S38), 
p.  3-39. 

3.  Parkmrn,  LaSalle  and  the  Great  West,  p.  126,127. 
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an  entirely  different  concept  of  exploration  and  settlement  than  that 
exemplified  by  the  Jesuit  missionary-explorpr;  he  ras  more  of  the  -oroto- 
type  of  the  modern  coninercialist  seeking  nev  markets  and  raw  naterials. 
He  still  held  to  his  plan  for  a  connercial  and  industrial  colony,  and  for 
oxiening  a  trade  route  to  the  Giilf  of  Mexico  down  the  M.ississip-'ii  River  and 
its  hranches.   Frontenac  was  an  opponent  of  the  Jesuits  and  gave  support 
to  LaSalle,  his  partisan  and  protege. 

At  once  LaSalle  prepared  to  execute  his  plan  of  exploration,  discovery 
and  settlement.   In  all  this  he  had  associated  viith  hin  fron  the  time  of 
his  departure  from  France,  "rhithor  ho  had  gone  for  the  aotiroval  of  the 
king,  one  Henry  do  Tonti,  an  Italian  »7ho  had  lost  one  hand  T-Thile  partici- 
pating in  the  Sicili'>ji  -tcts.      Tonti  becane  LaSalle 's  coripfjiicn  and  lieu- 
tenant, and  V7as  prominently  associated  with  explorations  in  this  part 
of  Anerica.   In  Canada  the  party  -.Tas  joined  by  three  Franciscan  mission- 
aries T7hose  names  are  also  closely  associated  '?ith  LaSalle  in  these  years 
of  his  journeyings;  they  rere  the  three  Flemmish  friars,  Fathers  Louis 
Hennepin,  Zenobe  Hembre  and  Gabriel  Robourde.   It  is  said  that  LaSalle 
was  rarely  without  a  missionary  in  his  work  of  exploration.  From  l679 
to  l682  when  the  explorer  and  his  party  navigated  the  !!ississippi  River 
from  the  country  of  the  Illinois  to  its  mouth,  LaSalle  was  busy  ex- 
ecuting his  program  for  the  ultimate  colonization  of  the  lands  in  the  vast 
basin  of  the  MississipT)i  River  from  its  frozen  northern  springs  to  the 
sultry  borders  of  the  Gulf.   It  ras  almost  ten  years  after  Jolliet  and 
Marquette  descended  the  Mississiprji  River  to  the  mouth  of  the  Arkansas, 
that  LaSalle  bestowed  the  name  of  Louisiana  on  the  new  dor-^ain  of  the 
French  crown.   It  stretched  from  the  Allei^henies  to  the  Rocky  I'ountains; 
from  the  Rio  Grande  and  the  Gulf  to  the  farthest  springs  of  the  Missouri.^ 

Although  this  performance  did  not  end  the  explorations  of  LaSalle  in 
the  -tew  VTorld,  it  provided  the  basis  for  the  French  possession  of  the  re- 
gion of  Vermilion  County.   Robert  Cavelier  de  LaSalle  is  left  here  "in 
history  like  a  statue  cast  in  iron  ...  a  stern,  sad  figure  ...  an  ob- 
ject of  human  interest  and  nity. "3  He  was  the  victim  of  great  calumnies  and 
was  often  surrounded  by  malicious  foes,  yet  he  was  ap-nraised  as  the  best 
•rpecinen  of  manhood  that  France  ever  sent  to  the  St.  Lawrence.^ 

Vermilion  County  o^es  its  discovery  to  the  French,  whether  as  a  part  of 
the  state  of  Illinois  or  as  a  riart  of  the  TTabash  River  valley,  and  it  was 
made  kno\?n  to  the  civilized  world  through  the  records  of  the  French  govern- 
ment.  New  France  extended  from  Quebec  to  Now  Orleans,  as  the  land  is  known 
today,  ajid  it  became  necessa,ry  to  divide  it  for  administrative  purposes, 
so  t'-'o  provinces  were  formed.   The  northern  T)rovince  was  that  of  Canada, 


1.  Parknan,  LaSalle  and  the  Great  West,  p.  99-lOU,  1214-26. 

2.  Ibid.,  p.  308,309. 

3.  Ibid.,  p.  3U2, 

U.  Bartlett  and  Lyon,  LaSalle  in  the  Valley  of  the  St.  Joseph,  p.  22. 
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with  the  cr.pital  e.t   Quchec,  r,nd  the  southern  province  V7?,s  the.t  of  Louis- 
iajia,  V7ith  its  capital  r,t  New  Orleans.   At  one  time,  prior  to  1745,  the 
dividing  line  rr,n  die-gonally  across  v;hat  is  now  Vermilion  County;  it  be- 
gan on  the  Vfahash  at  the  mouth  of  the  Vermilion  River  and  followed  the 
course  of  the  Vermilion  northwest,  thence  in  the  same  direction  to  Fort 
St.  Louis,  the  site  now  known  as  Starved  Rock  in  LaSalle  County,  Illinois. 
The  seat  of  local  government  of  the  Crjiadipji  Province  was  Montreal,  and 
the  seat  of  local  government  of  the  Louisi?Jia  Province  was  at  Fort  Chartres 
on  the  Mississippi  River.   Vermilion  County  as  now  known  was  cut  hy  the 
dividing  line  into  two  nearly  equal  parts. 1 

The  English  Appear 

The  French  were  not  long  permitted  exclusively  to  enjoy  the  enormous 
profits  from  the  trade  in  furs.  Dutch  and  English  traders  of  New  York 
were  urging  the  Iroquois  Indians  to  attack  the  western  trihes  with  the  ob- 
ject of  gaining  through  their  conquest  the  fur  trade  of  the  interior,  and 
diverting  it  from  Montreal  to  Albany.   The  Iroquois  were  friendly  with  the 
English  and  Dutch,  and  hostile  to  the  French  and  the  tribes  of  the  Algonquin 
India.ns.   The  English  set  their  allies,  the  Iroquois,  upon  the  tribes  of  the 
Illinois.   The  Indipjis  were  used  as  pawns  in  the  stern  commercial  game  of 
wresting  a  continent  from  the  control  of  the  French.   The  English  not  only 
disputed  the  right  of  the  French  to  the  fur  trade,  but  denied  their  title 
to  the  valley  of  the  Mississippi,  which  lay  west  of  the  America.n  colonies 
on  the  Atlpjitic  coast.   The  grants  from  the  British  crown  conveyed  to  the 
chartered  proprietors  all  of  the  country  lying  between  certain  parallels 
of  latitude  according  to  the  location  of  the  severp.l  grants,  and  extending 
westward  to  the  South  Sea,  as  the  Pacific  Ocean  was  then  called.   Seeing 
the  weakness  of  such  a  claim  to  vast  tracts  of  country,  upon  which  no 
Englishmpji  had  ever  set  his  foot,  the  chartered  proprietors  obtained  deeds 
of  cession  from  the  Iroquois  Indians  -  the  dominant  Indian  np,tion  east  of 
the  Mississippi  -  who  claimed  all  the  country  between  the  Alloghenies  rjid 
the  Mississippi  by  conquest  from  the  Algonquin  tribes  who  occupied  it. 2 

From  the  posts  and  forts  sot  up  by  the  French  at  various  points,  en- 
circling the  territory  north  of  the  Ohio,  east  of  the  Mississippi,  and  south 
of  the  Great  Lakes,  the  coureurs  de  bois  penetrated  into  the  interior  of 
the  "Northwest  Territory,"  as  the  region  later  was  known.  The  fur  trade 
was  extended  by  them  to  the  most  distrJit  tribes.   Stimulated  by  a  desire 
for  blfjikets,  cotton  goods,  knives,  hatchets,  kettles,  ribbons,  needles, 
thread,  trinkets,  whiskey,  and  firearms,  the  Indians  begazi  a  war  on  the 
wild  animals  in  earnest.   The  destruction  of  wild  life  for  skins  and  furs, 
from  this  period  forward,  was  wanton  and  so  extensive  that  for  three  gen- 
era,tions  the  Indians  in  many  localities  became  so  improvident  that  they 
could  sca,rcely  find  game  enough  for  their  own  subsistence.  These  traders 
penetrated  far  beyond  the  reach  of  the  birchbark  canoe;  and  they  became 


1.  Jones,  Vermilion  County,  Illinois,  p.  11,32,33. 

2.  Beckwith,  History  of  Vermilion  County,  p.  223, 
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most  useful  to  the  merchants  engaged  in  fur  trade, ^  They  exerted  great 
influence  over  the  Indians,  to  whose  mode  of  life  they  readily  adapted 
themselves.  The  foundation  of  some  large  American,  English,  and  French 
fortunes  were  laid  in  the  fur  trade  which  these  courours  do  bois  con- 
stantly fed  from  the  far  interior  of  the  great  American  wilderness.  The 
names  of  some  of  those  fur  trading  companies  are  familiar  to  students  of 
tho  settlement  period  of  American  history. 

Military  posts  at  the  present  site  of  Detroit,  on  the  Maumee  River 
at  the  present  site  of  Ft,  Wayne,  on  the  St,  Joseph  at  Lake  Illinois 
(Michigan),  at  Vincennes  on  the  Wabash,  at  Port  St.  Louis  on  the  Illi- 
nois, and  at  Fort  Chartres  on  the  Mississippi  were  some  of  the  advance 
trading  stations  where  commercial  relations  with  the  Indians  were  con- 
ducted, and  from  where  the  traders  went  out  on  their  journeys  into  the 
interior.  It  was  inevitable  that  in  time  these  traders  should  find  their 
way  to  the  saline  springs  on  the  Vermilion;  not  only  did  they  go  there  to 
obtain  supplies  of  salt  for  garrisons  at  the  forts,  but  the  salt  springs 
were  the  site  of  a  large  Indian  settlement  where  was  conducted  the  barter 
for  furs.  The  characteristic  policy  of  the  French  was  to  cultivate  among 
the  Indians  a  desire  for  Eiaropean  goods  and  thus  render  the  savages  de- 
pendent upon  them.  The  policy  was  not  to  force,  but  to  lead  the  natives 
into  subjection;  the  French  flattered  them,  asking  their  advice,  bestOT^- 
ing  upon  them  presents,  and,  above  all,  showed  them  respect  and  deference. 
The  French  gained  the  good  will  of  the  savages  in  a  degree  that  no  other 
European  nation  ever  equaled.  However,  in  the  struggle  to  determine  who 
should  be  master  of  the  fur  trade,  the  French  cared  as  little  for  their 
Indian  allies  as  the  British  and  the  Americans  did  for  theirs, 2 

By  1702  the  French  had  established  the  military  post  at  Vincennes, 
about  one  hundred  miles  south  of  where  the  Vermilion  empties  into  the 
Wabash  River, 3  As  previously  stated  when  the  French  first  explored  the 
Wabash  River,  they  found  the  Piankeshaw  Indians  in  possession  of  the  land 
on  either  side  of  the  river  from  its  mouth  to  the  Vermilion  tributary. 
These  Indians  of  the  Miami  confederacy  traded  and  fo\ight  with  or  against 
the  French  and  the  English  as  their  interests  or  passions  inclined.  They 
sought  a  better  quality  of  goods  at  cheaper  rates  and  also  a  higher  price 
for  their  furs,  and  therefore  were  able  to  maintain  a  tribal  integrity  and 
independence  for  a  longer  period  of  time  than  many  other  tribes.  They  were 
bold  and  independent  and  did  not  respond  acceptably  to  missionary  work.  By 
the  time  the  English  had  wrested  the  country  from  the  control  of  the  French, 
and  the  Americans  in  turn  had  taken  it  over  from  the  English,  the  Pianke- 


1,  Beckwith,  History  of  Vermilion  County,  p,  208-82, 

2,  Ibid,,  p.  216,235,236. 

3,  There  is  considerable  dispute  about  this  date;  some  authorities  assert 
the  post  was  founded  as  late  as  1742,  When  the  present  courthouse  at 
Vincennes  was  erected,  all  authorities  on  the  subject  were  carefully 
examined,  and  1702  was  fixed  upon  as  the  correct  date.  It  was  accord- 
ingly engraved  on  the  cornerstone  of  the  courthouse. 
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shaws  were  forced  by  the  predatory  Pottowatomies  and  Kickapoos,  to  the  east 
side  of  the  Wabash. 1 

The  PottoT-ivatoraies  were  unsiverving  in  their  loyalty  to  the  French  as 
long  as  they  had  possession  of  the  Northwest.  Afterwards  they  fought 
with  the  British  during  the  Revolutionary  War,  and  also  in  the  '""ar  of 
1812,   The  Kiclcapoos  were  not  inclined  to  receive  religious  inrtructions 
from  the  early  missionaries, ^  though  as  late  as  1831  a  mixed  band  of 
Kickapoos  and  Pottowatomies,  who  resided  on  the  Vermilion  River  and  its 
tributaries,  became  Christianized  under  instructions  of  the  Indian 
preacher,  Kaennekuck,  a  reformed  drunkard  vi/ho  exerted  a  remarkablo  in- 
fluence over  his  people."^  The  Kickapoos  assisted  neither  the  French  nor 
the  English  in  their  intrigues  for  the  control  of  the  fur  trade ^  or  in 
the  contest  for  the  territory  of  the  Northwest.   Later  their  attitude 
toward  the  Americans  was  much  the  same  as  toivard  the  Europeans  .'i 

It  would  seem  from  records  and  primary  source  material  that  no  claim 
had  ever  been  made  to  the  Vermilion  County  region  by  any  other  tribe  than 
the  Piankeshaws  until  about  1770  when,  as  before  stated,  the  Delavvares 
were  granted  lands  in  the  Wabash  River  valley.   The  Piankeshaws  Icnew  of 
the  viriiite  man  before  the  more  aggressive  tribes  of  their  ovm.   race  forced 
them  into  a  humiliating  surrender  of  their  Vermilion  lands,  their  saline 
springs  and  good  hunting  and  fishing  grounds.  M.  De  Longuell,  the  French 
commandant  at  Detroit,  reported  in  1752  to  his  superior  officer  at  Quebec 
that  prior  to  1750,  French  traders  were  established  on  the  Vermilion  and 
that  English  traders  persisted  in  trading  there,  even  though  their  prede- 
cessors had  been  driven  off  two  years  before. °  Colonel  George  Croghan,  an 
English  agent,  and  Indian  trader,  and  a  man  in  wiiom  many  Indians  had  con- 
fidence, kept  a  journal  in  which  it  was  recorded  that  he  traveled  in  1765 
through  the  meadow  hunting  grounds  of  the  Piankeshaw  Indians  on  the  Ver- 
milion River,  Croghan  had  been  taken  captive  by  some  Kiclcapoo  Indians 
near  the  site  of  Shav^neetown  and  -mas  brought  by  them  to  Vincennes  and 
thence  through  v»rhat  is  now  Crawford,  Edgar,  and  Vermilion  counties  to  the 
villages  of  the  Kiclcapoos  on  the  west  bank  of  the  Wabash  River. °  This  was 
at  the  close  of  the  period  of  French  possession  of  the  Mississippi  Valley 
and  during  the  time  of  transition  to  British  control. 

Little  is  knovm  of  the  French  settlements  of  the  Northwest  Territory 
until  about  1744  when  the  English  began  to  contest  the  right  of  the  French 
to  hold  the  region.  A  struggle  for  colonial  expansion  ensued,  Wliile  the 
English  and  French  nations  were  engaged  in  v;ars  beyond  the  seas,  their 
colonial  governments  in  the  New  ITorld  waged  parallel  ^rars  in  behalf  of 
their  parent  countries.   These  conflicts  were  known  as  the  intercolonial 


1,  Jones,  Vermilion  County,  Illinois,  p,  15,19. 

2,  Ibid,,  p.  17 o 

3,  Becl-rwith,  History  of  Vermilion  County,  p.  168. 

4,  Ibid,,  p.  161,132. 

5,  Jones,  Vermilion  County,  Illinois,  p.  31, 
6«  See  p,  25,  (The  Conspiracy  of  Pontine). 
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wars,  which  ended  in  I763  '."•'ith  the  Peace  of  Paris  of  the  French  and 
Indian  War.   The  French  had  adapted  themselves  to  the  ways  of  the 
Indians;  for  the  most  part  they  had  been  kind  and  conciliatory,  and 
had  shared  the  Indisms'  interests.   The  Indians  \Tere  suspicious  of  the 
British,  rvho  had  been  the  foe  of  their  friends.   The  English  ^ere  re- 
served and  selfish,  and  rrnnted  the  land  exclusively  for  themselves. 
Nevertheless,  they  could  offer  their  goods  to  the  Indians  at  greatly 
reduced  prices,  and  often  they  successfully  played  one  tribe  against 
another.   Intrigue  and  consDiracy  after  the  manner  of  the  diplomacy  of 
modern  nations  were  engaged  in  by  n^ents  of  both  the  French  and  British 
colonial  governments.   Indian  nations  ru"id  tribes  trere  used  then  as  smnll 
nations  of  the  present  era  are  now  used  by  big  nations  to  maintain  a 
balance  of  power  on  behalf  of  those  countries  in  control  of  markets,  raw 
materials,  and  trade  privileges  s•apr^o^ted  by  large  international  credits. 
Though  on  a  smaller  scale  and  under  different  circumstances,  ^)v>.t   happen- 
ed in  the  wilds  5ind  on  the  frontier  settlements  of  Forth  America  in  the 
eighteenth  century  was  much  the  same  as  vrhat  is  taking  place  in  the 
early  trventicth  century  on  a  "orld  scale  betT7een  dominant  powers  for  a 
redivision  of  world  resources  in  rav/  materials  and  markets. 

France  Loses  an  Empire  in  the  'Tcr  TTorld 

The  British  often  caused  disaffection  among  certain  Indian  tribes 
toward  their  old  friends,  the  French,   At  first  the  French  protested, 
but  without  the  desired  effect.   Their  doriands  i^ere  met  rith  equivoca- 
tions and  delays.   At  last  thoy  determined  on  summary  measures:   an  or- 
der was  issued  to  the  com".andants  of  the  various  posts  on  Lake  Erie, 
the  Ohio,  and  Wabash  rivers  to  seize  all  English  traders  found  west  of 
the  Alleghenies.   In  pursuance  of  this  order  four  English  traders  were 
captured  on  the  Vermilion  of  the  Wabash;  they  were  sent  to  Canada. 
Other  traders  dG,?ling  with  the  Indi-nns  in  other  localities  were  like- 
wise seized.   However,  this  did  not  -orcvent  other  Englishmen  from 
going  to  the  Vermilion.  Provocative  situations  were  created  between 
the  Piankoshaws  and  their  old  friends;  the  Indians  became  completely 
estranged  from  the  French,  and  large  numbers  withdrew  from  the  Wabash 
and  retired  to  the  Big  Miami  where  they  established  a  village  to  be 
near  the  English  traders.   Colonel  George  Croghan  and  other  agents  of  the 
English  did  what  they  could  to  intensify  the  onimosity  of  the  Piankcshaws 
against  the  French. 2  It  shcold  be  remembered  that  the  Potto  tatonies  and 
Kickapoos  at  this  time  were  pressing  hard  on  the  Pinnke^shaws,  which  was 
an  additional  cause  for  their  departure  from  the  Vermilion  region,  es- 
pecially since  the  Pottowatonies  were  loyal  to  the  French,  and  the  Kick- 
apoos  were  loyal  to  neither  the  French  nor  the  English. 

The  war  for  the  fur  trade  in  the  New  World  expanded  into  a  struggle 
for  empire  in  which  the  French  were  forced  to  yield;  the  Gallic  rule 
came  to  an  end  in  North  America  oxccnt  for  two  sn rill  islands  south  of 
Newfoundland.   Control  of  the  New  World  passed  into  the  hands  of  the 


1,  Eeckwith,  Histor;/  of  Yemilion  County,  p.  217,218. 

2.  Ibid.,  p.  216,222. 
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British  end   Spanish  crowns.  The  traits  that  disqualified  the  Gauls  as 
successful  colonists  gave  them  preeminent  advantage  over  the  Anglo- 
Saxons  in  the  influence  they  exerted  over  the  Indians.   The  French  did 
not  wojit  their  lands?  they  fraternized  with  them,  adopted  their  ways,  and 
flattered  and  pleased  them.  The  Anglo-Saxons  coveted  their  l£?xids  jind  at 
once  sought  deeds  ojxd.   cessions  of  territory,  and  began  crowding  the  Indi- 
ans out  of  the  coxmtry.l  The  fears  of  the  Jesuit  Fathers  were  at  last  re- 
alized; they  had  significantly  opposed  the  trading  practices  and  methods 
of  settlement  that  would  dispossess  the  Indian  of  his  rights  and  make  him 
a  foreigner  in  his  own  land. 

England's  Hold  on  the  Northwest  Temporary 

Under  the  terms  of  the  Treaty  of  Paris,  February  10,  1763,  all 
Canada,  and  the  other  French  territory  oast  of  the  Mississippi  were 
ceded  to  the  British  crown,  and  the  valley  of  the  Ohio  was  reserved 
with  various  adjacent  lands  as  a  domain  where  the  Indians  were  to  have 
exclusive  possession  and  control.  These  terms  of  the  treaty,  however, 
were  never  published  to  the  Indians  or  enforced  against  white  infil- 
tration. 2  Fearing  the  growth  of  the  spirit  of  independence  among  the 
colonists  along  the  eastern  seaboard,  King  George  III  issued  the  Proc- 
lamation Line  in  1763  in  vriiich  he  forbade  his  colonial  subjects  from 
settling  beyong  the  sources  of  the  rivers  which  empty  into  the  Atlan- 
tic Ocean.  The  interior  of  virgin  forests  and  fertile  prairie  was  pro- 
claimed Indian  country  in  which  the  colonists  might  not  introide.*^  The 
inhabitants  of  Vincennes  were  commanded  to  abandon  their  settlements  and 
join  some  of  the  eastern  English  colonies.   Strong  opposition  led  to  a 
change  of  policy  on  the  part  of  Great  Britain.   In  1773  the  British  Par- 
liajnent  passed  an  act  extending  the  boundary  of  Q^aebec  so  as  to  include 
the  territory  lying  within  the  present  states  of  Ohio,  Indiana,  Illin- 
ois, r-nd  Michigan.   It  was  evident  that  the  British  croTm  wished  to 
colonize  the  Northwest  with  settlers  either  direct  from  England  or  from 
Canada  where  the  independence  movement  was  not  strong  or  did  not  exist. 

Nevertheless,  hardy  frontiersmen  from  Virginia,  Pennsylvania,  and 
the  Carolinas  remembered  that  this  vast  western  empire  had  been  granted 
to  the  colonists  in  their  first  royal  charters.  From  the  start  they 
flouted  the  king's  Proclamation  Line,  confident  that  he  was  too  far  away 
to  prevent  their  steady  westward  progress.  Pioneers  from  the  hinterland  of 
Pennsylvania,  Virginia,  and  the  Carolinas  began  to  spread  through  the 
dense  forests  of  the  Ohio,  the  C-jnborland,  and  the  Tennessee  valleys. 


1.  Beckwith,  History  of  Vermilion  County,  p.  232,233. 

3.  P.  T.  Hansard,  "Definitive  Treaty,"  The  Parliajnentary  History  of 

England  (London,  1813),  XV,  1291-1303.  Hereinafter  referred  to  as 

Parlirjnontary  History. 

3.  Joel  D.  Steele  and  Esther  B.  Steele,  Barnes'  School  History  of  the 
United  States.  A  Revision  of  a  Brief  History  of  the  United  States 
(Cincinnati:  American  Book  Company,  1903),  p.  100. 

4.  Hansard,  Parligjnentary  History.  XV,  1291-1303. 


-  24  - 
Historical  Sketch 


New  settlements  were  rnpidly  projoctod  .".nd  ost?'.'blished,  p.nd  the  promise  of 
e.  Ir.rge  trede  wr.s  speedily  fulfilled. 

The  British  vtorc   successful  colonizers  r.nd  soon  r.  conflict  r.rose 
between  the  English  colonists  from  Cr-jindr.  r-nd  the  pioneers  from  the 
eastern  states.   The  colonists  from  the  states  crxic  on,  pushing  farther 
hack  the  Indirjis  who  at  times  inflicted  terrible  revenge  on  the  settlers 
with  bloody  butcherings  and  scalpings.   The  English  sought  to  align  the 
Indians  on  their  side  of  the  developing  conflict  by  promises  and  con- 
tracts with  the  natives,  who  were  generally  outwitted.  However,  they 
did  combine  with  the  British  forces  when  in  the  War  for  Independence 
the  Colonial  government  sought  to  conquer  the  Northwest. 

When  the  English  began  to  take  possession  of  the  land  from  the 
French,  they  promised  religious  freedom  to  all  Catholics  pjid  grejited 
the  right  to  French  settlers  to  leave  the  country  with  all  their  effects 
if  they  wished,  or  to  remain  with  the  privileges  of  Englishmen.!  The 
English  made  friends  with  the  French  in  an  effort  to  hold  them  to  the 
British  crorm,  especially  in  the  province  of  Qjicbcc.   In  consequence 
of  this  liberal  policy  pursued  by  the  British  govornmcnt  toward  the 
French  settlers  of  the  West,  the  French  were  officially  disposed  to 
favor  England  in  the  war  which  followed  between  the  British  colonies  and 
the  home  country;  but  the  early  alliajice  between  France  and  the  colonies 
soon  brought  them  to  the  side  of  the  struggle  for  independence. 

Emigration  to  the  western  lands  was  encouraged  by  the  Governor  of 
Virginia.  Land  companies  wore  organized  and  settlements  wore  established 
between  the  Alloghenies  and  the  Ohio  River,  and  western  Irjad  speculators 
bccajne  active  in  Illinois  and  on  the  7abash  River.  Among  the  companies 
that  bartered  with  the  Indians  were  the  Illinois,  the  Vejidalia,  axii.   the 
Wabash  Land  companies.  Extensive  schemes  for  the  colonization  of  the 
West  were  frustrated  by  the  breaking  out  of  the  Revolution,  Every  post 
of  importance  in  the  West  was  hold  by  the  English  at  the  outbreak  of  the 
War  for  Independence. 

The  government  under  British  rule  was  very  vinsettled  and  never  at- 
tained a  high  degree  of  effective  control  over  the  region.  Authority 
was  vested  in  the  Lords  Commissioners  of  the  Council  of  Trade  and  Plan- 
tations, or  Lords  of  Trade,  as  it  was  sometimes  designated.  Kaska.skia, 
the  French  tovm  located  near  the  mouth  of  the  river  of  that  name,  was 
the  seat  of  government  for  the  region.  Fort  Chartres  was  abandoned,  and 
Fort  Gage  at  Kaskaskia  was  garrisoned  inste?,d.2  Factionalism  and  uncer- 
tainty reigned  throughout  the  decade  and  a  ha.lf  of  British  rule  in  this 
western  countr;';  however,  the  English  through  well  selected  agents  were 
able  to  draw  the  Indirjis  over  to  their  side  by  a  newly  adopted  policy  of 


1.  J.  A.  Battle  rjid  Henry  C.  Nilcs,  County  of  Douglas.  Illinois  (Chicago: 
F.  A.  Battey  &  Comprny,  1884),  Part  III,  p.  37. 

2.  Jones,  Vermilion  County,  Illinois,  p,  33;  Bcck^vith,  History  of  Ver- 
milion County,  p,  234-45. 
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diplomacy  and  conciliation.   Fron  their  T^estward  posts  at  Detroit,  Vin- 
cennes,  and  Kaskaskia,  they  incited  the  natives  against  the  frontier 
settlements,  and  from  these  posts  supplied  native  war  parties  ^-rith   guns 
and  amuunition. -'■  For  more  than  one  hundred  yea.rs  the  French  had  held 
a_uthority  over  this  region;  they  ha.d  come  here  for  beaver  skins  axid  pel- 
tries and  to  Christianize  the  natives.   The  English  Cfjno  for  laxid  and 
held  the  country  as  their  ovm  for  only  a  decade  raid  a  half. 

The  Conspiracy  of  Pontine 

The  conspiracy  of  Pontiac,  the  able  rJid  daring  chief  of  the  Ottav/as, 
'.Ta.s  rXL  outgrowth  of  the  British  expajision  in  the  territory  west  of  the 
Alloghenics  ajid  north  of  the  Ohio.   Chief  Pontiac  undertook  to  reclaim 
ajad  hold  the  land  for  the  rod  maji  by  orgajnizing  all  the  Indiajis  of  the 
ITorthwcst.   Pontiac  vcs   a.  maji  of  grca.t  discernment  aJid  saw  the  inevitable 
result  of  the  coming  of  the  British.   The  French  aJid  IndiaJi  War  had  not 
yet  been  concluded  by  the  Peace  of  Paris,  but  Croiada  had  been  siirrcndcred 
to  the  British  aJid  with  it  the  region  west  of  the  Alloghcnios.   The  French 
traders  encouraged  Pontiac.   The  war  lasted  from  1761  to  1765;  and  at  last 
the  IndiajLs,  disagreeing  among  themselves,  deserted  the  alliance  and  made 
a  treaty,  with  Pontiac' s  sanction,  surrendering  the  disputed  territory  to 
the  accredited  agent  of  the  British,  Colonel  George  Croghan.  This  agent 
had  been  made  a  prisoner  by  a  band  of  Kickapoo  and  Mascoutin  Indiajis 
whose  chiefs  were  enroute  to  meet  with  him  in  a  conference,  the  object 
of  which  was  to  settle  the  dispute.   It  was  at  this  time  tha.t  Croglian 
traversed  the  Vermilion  prairie  lands  and  visited  the  village  of  the  Pian- 
keshaw  tribe  on  that  river. ^  After  the  signing  of  the  treaty,  Pontiac, 
still  revengeful,  fled  to  the  hunting  grounds  of  the  Illinois.  He  was 
killed  at  Cahokia  in  1769  by  a  Kaskaskia  Indian  who  had  been  bribed  with 
a  ba.rrel  of  rum  by  an  English  merchajat  named  !7illirjnson.3 

England  Yields  to  Americans 

The  British  power  over  the  territory  of  the  Northwest  was  ended  in 
1779  as  the  result  of  an  expedition  of  conquest  organized  and  executed  by 
Colonel  G-eorge  Rogers  Clark  (afterwards  General  Cla.rk) ,  a.  Virginia  fron- 
tiersman who  ha.d  gone  to  Kentuckj^  (then  a  part  of  Virginia)  as  a.  surveyor 
and  later  assumed  control  of  Kentuckj^'s  forces  against  the  incursions  of 
the  Indians  from  north  of  the  Ohio  River.   This  wa.s  before  the  Wa.r  for  In- 
dependence was  successfully  consummated  by  the  Treaty  of  Paris,  in  1783, 
and  two  years  before  the  surrender  of  the  English  commander.  General  Corn- 
wallis,  at  Yorktovvn,  October  19,  1781.   Clark  was  empowered  by  Governor 
Patrick  Henry  and  the  General  Assembly  of  Virginia  to  undertaJce  the  cap- 
ture of  the  British  posts  north  of  the  Ohio,  whither  Lieutenant-Governor 


1.  Jones,  Vermilion  County,  Illinois,  p.  33;  Beck\'7ith,  History  of  Vermil- 
ion County,  p.  234-45. 

2.  Beckwith,  History  of  Vermilion  County,  p.  234-44. 

3.  Ibid. ,  p.  244. 
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Henry  Hamilton  of  Detroit  had  been  sent  to  drive  out  the  American  settlers 
Clark  and  his  men,  called  "Long  Knives,"  from  Virginia  and  Kentucky 
(less  than  two  hundred  in  number)  captured  Kaskaskia  and  Cahokia  in 
1778  without  a  struggle.  The  inhabitants  of  these  settlements  readily 
took  the  oath  of  allegiance  to  Virginia,  and  the  Illinois  ccontry 
passed  forever  from  the  formal  control  of  SnglrJid.^  Clark,  who  was 
later  called  the  "Virginia  Hannibr.l,  "  was  concerned  over  tho  possession 
of  Post  Vincennes  on  the  Wabash  River;  .-.nd  he  r-rranged  with  Father 
Gib&ult  of  Kaskaskia,  the  French  Catholic  priest  who  was  inclined  to 
the  Americpji  interests  rjid  hid  great  influence  over  the  people  in  his 
ecclesiasticr.l  jurisdiction,  to  go  to  Vincennes  p,nd  bring  the  Post  over 
to  the  Americ£'ji  side  without  Cl?.rk  himself  having  to  march  against  the 
place.  Acconp,?iiied  by  another  who  was  given  military  .and  civil  power, 
and  a  spy  in  the  service  of  the  sagacious  Clark,  Father  Gibault  went  to 
Vincennes,  osid.   the  people  in  a  body  solemnly  at  the  church  took  the  oath 
of  allegiance  to  Virginia.  The  fort  was  garrisoned  by  the  populace  and 
the  American  flag  was  displayed.  Gibault  •■^Jid  his  party  returned  to  Kas- 
kaskia, and  the  Wabash  River  valley  passed  temporarily  out  of  the  con- 
trol of  the  British. 

The  Indians  of  the  nations  on  the  Wabash  came  to  Post  Vincennes  and 
made  friends  with  the  new  Americans  in  charge.  The  British  daily  lost 
ground  in  the  territory.  The  French  amiably  joined  with  the  Americans 
in  their  cause  for  independence.  Clsirk  resolved  that  the  Indians  should 
not  be  spoiled  by  substituting  an  American  method  of  treating  them  for 
the  French  and  Spanish  procedure.  He  was  required  by  circximstances  of 
the  frontier  to  ass'ome  authority  in  order  to  effect  his  objectives;  he 
commissioned  French  officers  in  the  country  to  command  a  company  of  in- 
habitants, and  he  established  a  garrison  at  Cahokia.  His  instructions 
were  silent  on  many  points,  and  he  v;as  forced  to  improvise  an  authority 
in  order  to  conceal  a  want  of  instruction  in  certain  cases. 2  In  the 
meantime  Governor  H?jnilton  collected  cji   army,  consisting  of  about  thirty 
regulars,  fifty  French  volunteers,  and  four  hundred  Indians  and  passed 
down  the  Wabash  River  and  again  took  possession  of  Post  Vincennes  for 
the  British.  Clark  executed  a  secret  and  rapid  maneuvre  from  Kaskaskia 
and  recaptured  the  fort  which  Hamilton  hsid  rebuilt.  Thus  in  Febr\iary, 
1779,  the  V/abash  River  valley,  including  the  Vermilion  region,  passed 
definitely  into  the  hands  of  the  Americans.  Clark  held  military  pos- 
session of  the  Northwest  until  the  close  of  the  Revolutionary  War,  fjid 
in  that  action  it  was  secured  to  the  United  States.  '<7hen  the  Treaty  of 
Paris  was  drafted  in  1783,  the  French  government  tried  to  have  the  Amer- 
icans confined  to  the  region  east  of  the  Alleghenies;  and  the  British 
insisted  that  the  Ohio  River  should  be  the  northern  boundary  of  the 
United  States.  But  the  American  peace  commissioners  relied  on  the  fact 
that  General  Clark  and  his  "Long  Knives"  had  conquered  the  Northwest  and 


1.  Wilbur  F.  Gordy,  A  History  of  the  United  States  (New  York:  Charles 
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that  he  was  in  undisputed  possession  of  it  at  the  time  of  the  negotiation. 
The  conquest  of  the  Northwest  by  George  Rogers  Clark  v^s   a  daring  episode 
in  the  overthrow  of  English  authority;  it  constitutes  a  thrilling  chapter 
in  the  historical  background  of  the  American  commonwealths  that  were  carved 
out  of  the  territory  of  the  Northwest. 


American  Beginnings 

Illinois  County 

Even  before  the  completion  of  Clark's  conquest,  the  General  Assembly 
of  the  State  of  Virginia  passed  in  October,  1778,  an  act  establishing  the 
Illinois  County.  All  the  citizens  of  the  Commonwealth  of  Virginia  who 
were  settled  on,  or  vrere  later  to  settle  on,  the  western  side  of  the 
Ohio,  were  included  in  this  distinct  county.  Colonel  John  Todd  was  ap- 
pointed civil  governor,  known  as  county  lieutenant  or  commander-in-chief, 
of  the  newly  established  County  of  Illinois.^  Governor  Todd  proceeded 
to  Kaskaskia  and  Vincennes  in  the  spring  of  1779  and  set  up  courts  of  jus- 
tice and  provided  other  machinery  to  secure  peace  and  good  order  among  the 
inhabitants.   The  court  comprised  several  magistrates  who  dispensed  jus- 
tice, in  the  absence  of  statutes  specifically  defining  their  powers,  pretty 
much  according  to  their  own  unrestrained  notions  of  equity,  applied  accord- 
ing to  the  emergency  of  each  particular  case. 3 

The  immediate  years  following  the  form.ation  of  the  Illinois  County 
Vv'ere  full  of  confusion  and  widespread  disturbance.   This  was  due  in  part 
to  the  conflicting  interests  of  the  remnants  of  English  control  and  the 
new  settlers,  and  to  the  distaste  of  the  French  traders  for  the  business 
methods  of  the  American  colonists  whose  Continental  money  ■'.vas  an  arjioy- 
ance  to  the  French;  and  also  to  the  reluctance  of  the  Indians  to  yield 
peacefully  to  the  hardy  frontiersiuen,  many  of  whom  were  veterans  of  the 
Revolutionary  War.   Land  speculation  schemes  and  uncertainty  of  titles 
and  claims  added  to  the  confusion  in  general, "^  The  govenimont  of  the 
County  of  Illinois  broke  down  under  the  strain  of  frontier  life.   Gover- 
nor Todd  left  Illinois,  leaving  a  deputy  to  act  in  his  stead.   The  high- 
handed methods  of  some  of  the  pioneers  forced  the  French,  with  v^om  they 
differed  much  in  religion,  language,  and  customs,  to  migrate  across  the 
Mississippi  River  :vhere  they  sought  more  congenial  conditions  under  the 
Spanish  who  held  the  Louisiana  country.   Disorder  was  rampant  and  strife 
was  the  temper  of  all  the  Northwest.   The  question  of  orderly  government 
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arose  and  the  Continental  Congress  was  appealed  to  for  aid  in  establishing 
authority  that  would  guarantee  the  safety  of  life  and  property. 

Conflicting  State  Claims 

The  territory  of  the  Northwest  scon  became  a  source  of  trouble  to  the 
Congress,  Besides  the  claims  of  Virginia,  the  states  of  New  York,  Massa- 
chusetts, and  Connecticut  asserted  title  to  portions  of  it  by  virtue  of 
their  charters.  These  conflicting  claims  were  subjects  of  much  discus- 
sion and  legislative  action  in  the  states  named,  and  by  Congress  as  well,^ 
Other  states  had  minor  claims;  but  those  of  the  four  states  were  to  be- 
come a  factor  that  almost  disrupted  the  thirteen  colonies,  and  prevented 
the  formation  of  the  United  States  of  America, 2  An  historic  fight  began 
for  the  possession  of  and  the  profits  from  these  lands  as  early  as  1777, 
when  the  Articles  of  Confederation  were  drafted  and  submitted  to  the 
state  legislatures  for  ratification.  Maryland's  delegates  to  the  Con- 
gress introduced  a  resolution  giving  the  sole  and  exclusive  right  and 
power  to  ascertain  and  fix  the  \7estem  boundary  of  such  states  as 
claimed  land  in  the  North'.7est,  Also  the  Congress  was  to  have  power  to 
form  states  out  of  this  territory,  John  Hanson  and  his  Maryland  asso- 
ciates in  Congress  were  the  first  to  dream  of  national  expansion  and  to 
think  beyond  the  conception  of  thirteen  states  with  western  boundaries. 
Even  as  the  King  of  England  wanted  distant  colonies,  so  the  larger  and 
more  powerful  American  states  wanted  their  distant  colonies,  which  could 
be  ruled  by  governors  and  taxed  for  the  benefit  of  the  owner  states, 
Hanson  demanded  that  the  states  cede  and  give  to  the  new  nation  forever 
all  the  land  they  claimed  outside  their  own  geographical  borders. 3 

Maryland  steadfastly  refused  to  ratify  the  Articles  of  Confederation 
as  the  constitution  of  the  new  republic  until  there  was  assurance  that 
the  land  question  had  been  settled  in  accordance  with  her  demand.  When 
New  York,  on  March  1,  1781,  presented  to  the  Congress  its  definite  ces- 
sion of  claims  to  western  lands,  and  assurances  of  like  action  were  given 
by  the  other  states,  Hanson  and  Daniel  Carroll  signed  the  Articles  of 
Confederation,  The  country  was  then  complete  as  a  nation.  For  the  part 
he  had  played  in  the  development  of  the  nation,  John  Hanson  was  elected 
President  of  the  United  States  under  its  first  constitution  as  embodied 
in  the  Articles  of  Confederation,  which  was  as  legal  in  every  way  as  the 
second  constitution, 'i  After  the  cession  by  New  York  of  her  land  claims 
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to  the  central  government,  Virginia  followed  in  1784.  Connecticut,  ex- 
ecuting her  release  in  1786,  was  the  last  to  act,  and  then  only  after 
a  compromise,  which  set  aside  3,800,000  acres,  known  as  the  "Western 
Reserve,"  or  "Connecticut  Reserve,"  from  the  Pennsylvania  state  line 
west  along  the  shore  of  Lake  Erie  in  Ohio. 

Spanish  Invasion 

After  G-eneral  Clark  had  established  the  authority  of  Virginia  over 
the  territory  of  the  Northwest  and  Colonel  Todd  had  taken  office  as  gov- 
ernor of  the  County  of  Illinois,  and  im.provised  Spanish  arnry  invaded  the 
territory  and  battled  with  tiie  Kickapoo  Indians  who  had  a  town  at  the 
site  of  the  old  Salt  1'Torks  west  of  Danville.  Early  in  1781  a  small  amy 
of  perhaps  one  hundred  and  fifty  men  under  the  command  of  the  Spanish 
officer,  Don  Eugenie  Pourre,  crossed  the  Mississippi  at  St.  Louis,  -ivhich 
was  then  the  capital  of  Louisiana;  these  troops,  composed  of  about  an 
equal  number  of  white  men  and  Indians,  marched  across  the  state  of  Il- 
linois enroute  to  attack  the  British  fort  at  the  mouth  of  the  St.  Joseph 
River  near  the  south  end  of  Lake  Michigan.   It  vras  in  the  dead  of  the 
winter;  and,  according  to  records  found  at  St.  Louis,  two  days  were 
spent  at  the  salines  of  the  Vermilion  in  parley  with  the  Indians  in  an 
effort  to  have  them  acknowledge  the  sovereignty  of  the  Spanish  king.   The 
Spaniards  vrere  unsuccessful  and  on  the  third  day  a  battle  v.-as  fought.   The 
Spanish  forces  were  worsted  and  were  forced  to  vri.thdraw.   Several  cannon 
balls  of  foreign  manufacture  were  later  found  embedded  in  the  bluff  near 
the  old  Salt  ITorks;  they  were  thought  to  have  been  fired  from  a  small 
piece  of  artillery  planted  on  nearby  hills.  Yi/hether  they  were  fired  by 
the  Spanish  is  a  matter  of  conjecture.   It  is  thought  by  some  historians 
that  their  presence  can  m.ore  reasonably  be  accounted  for  by  wars  against 
the  Indians  waged  in  1812  by  the  Illinois  Rangers  and  General  Samuel 
Hopkins,  who  commanded  two  thousand  mounted'  Kentucky  riflemen  in  the 
campaign  to  put  down  the  Indians  who  were  then  in  revolt.   The  Spanish 
invaders  departed  for  their  destination,  where,  it  has  been  established, 
they  captured  the  fort  at  St.  Joseph,  and  after  hoisting  the  Spanish  flag 
took  up  their  triumphal  miirch  by  way  of  the  Kankakee  portage  back  to  St. 
Louis  and  safety. 2 

■■JVhether  -this  foray  was  one  link  in  a  chain  which  Spain  was  forging 
to  gain  possession  of  m.ore  land  in  the  New  ''.Torld,  or  was  just  the  Amer- 
ican phase  of  a  quarrel  Spain  and  England  were  having  in  Europe,  is  not 
known..   It  may  be  that  the  region  out  of  which  Vermilion  County  was 
formed,  at  the  time  really  stood  in  danger  of  becoming  a  part  of  New 
Spain.  A  Vermilion  County  historian  said  of  this  episode:  "In  the 


1.  Charles  Edwin  Hopkins,  Ohio  (Boston:  L.  C.  Page  &  Com.pany,  1931),  p. 
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annals  of  Old  Vernilion  it  is  an  epic,   but  in  Europe,    far  across  the 
sea,    it  was  but  a  gesture  in  the  drana  in  which  the  fighting  strength 
of  two  proud  nations  WaS  cast,  "1 

National  Unity 

The  years  I783  to  I789  are  known  as  the   "Critical  Period  of  Aneri- 
can  History"  because  they  were  laden  with  grave  concern  over  many  ser- 
ious problems  confronting  the   thirteen  colonies  in  their  effort  to  as- 
sociate themselves  in  a  coiipact   that  nould  provide  national  iinity  with- 
out  interfering  ■■'ith  concepts  of   state   sovereignty.      Out   of  a  league  of 
friendship,    national  unity  did  evolve,   but  not  without  encountering 
great  obstacles.        The  creation  of  a  national  domain  beyond  the  Alle- 
ghenies  did  much  toward  achieving  this  unity;    the   small    states   that 
could  look  forTTard  to  no   expansion,    no   longer  looked  with  disfavor  on 
the   "land  rich"    states.      They  had  no  dread  of  a  future  in  which  New  York 
and  Virginia  might  wax  powerful  enough  to   tyrannize  over  their  smaller 
neighbors.-^      "The  exercise  of  national   sovereignty  in  the  sense  of  emi- 
nent domain,"   as  expressed  in  the   Ordinance  of  1787t  larepared  men's 
minds  for  a  centralized  national  government.      This  plan  of  organization 
and  of  administering  the   territory  of  the  Northwest  was  itself  an  evolu- 
tion from  several  other  plans   that  had  been  advanced.      Congressional 
action  on  territorial  organization  had  been  delriyed  because  of  reports 
that   the  prairies  were  a  hopeless  desert  and  certain  never  to  be  densely 
populated.      Nevertheless,    Ir'jid  companies  continued  to  be  organized,    and 
many  well-known  leaders  in  the  War  for  Independence  headed  these  comt)anies. 

Government  of  the  Northwest 

How  was  the  empire  north  of  the  Ohio  to  be  organized  and  governed? 
This  was  an  imperative  question  to  the  statesmen  of  the  critical  period. 
While  the  convention  which  drafted  the  Federal  Constitution  was  in  ses- 
sion at  Philadelphia,  in  New  York  the  Continental  Congress  on  July  13i 
1787,  adopted  unanimously  "The  Ordinance  of  1787,  an  Ordinance  for  the 
Government  of  the  Territory  of  the  United  States,  Northwest  of  the  River 
Ohio."  This  act,  when  considered  wijth  respect  to  the  times  in  which  it 
was  adopted,  was  a  radical  document.   It  made  sweeping  changes  in  the 
whole  theory  of  social  laws  as  practiced  in  Europe,  and  contravened  the 
Opinions  of  many  of  the  American  people,  emerging,  as  they  were,  from 
the  accumulated  prejudices  of  the  old  world  into  the  daydawn  of  a  new 
and  experimental  government. -^  The  Ordinance  set  forth  the  "rights  of 
men"  which  were  not  made  a  part  of  the  Federal  Constitution  until  Decem- 


1.  Tilton,  The  Genesis  of  Old  Vermilion,  1826-1926,  p.  18. 

2.  John  Fiske,  The  Critical  Period  of  American  History  (Boston:  Houghton, 
Mifflin  and  Conpany,  1888),  p.  90-133,187-229. 
Ibid.,  p.  191. 
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ber   15,    1791,   and  on  December   18,    1865,   as   amendments   to  "ttiat  document. 
The   principles   set   forth  in  the   Ordinance   set  a   pattern  for  practically 
every  state   constitution  siiice  v.Titten,    as   the   nation  moved  vest'.vard 
from  sea   to   sea.      It  becairie  a  basis   upon  vrtiich  v«s   to  be   reared   one   of 
civilization's   great  fon".-ard   surges.      It  enunciated  the   principle   that 
the  utmost  good   faith  always    shall  be   observed  tovrards   the   Indians.      It 
declared   that  their  lands   and  property  shall  never  be  taken  from  them 
vfithout  their   consent. 

This    crystalized  expression  of  -wiiat  Americans  had   fought   for   in 
the  7Jar   for   Independence,   vis.s   formulated  by  patriots   and  colonial 
statesmen  ■who  did  not  participate    in  drafting  the   Federal   Constitution. 
The  Ordinance   expressed  the   policy  of  restricting  slavery  so  as   to   let 
it  die  a   natural  death  r^ithin  a  narrowly   confined  area;-"-   it  thus  went 
beyond  the   basic   law  vrtiich  "was  being  drafted   in  Philadelphia  at   the   same 
tine.      This   policy  was  sustained  three-quarters   of  a   century  later  by 
the   national   blood-bath   cf  the   Civil  ITar.      There  were   to  be   formed  out 
of  the  northwest   Territory  not  leSs   than  three  nor  more   than  five   states. 
These   states  vrere   net  to   cone    into   the  Union  as   sovereign  states  with 
all   domestic  policies  and   institutions   in  their  own  hands   for   shaping. 
Slavery  v;as   forbidden  in  this  national   domain,   and  the   theory  of  peace- 
fi\l   secession  vias   condemned?   that   is,    no   state   to  be   formed   could  be 
separated   from  the  Union.      The   Ordinance   fixed  the   law  of  descent  upon 
the   just  and   equitable   terms   of  equality  in  the  division  of  real  estate 
among  the  heirs   of  the  ancestor,    thus   pulling  up  by  the   roots   the 
European  doctrine   of  primogeniture.     Among  other   conditions   required  of 
states   to   be   formed  via.s   the  preservation  of  the   civil  rights   that  vrere 
later  embodied   in  the   first  ten  amendments   to  the  Federal  Constitution. 

Out  of  the   territory  vrere   formed,    in  the   order  named,    the   states 
of  Ohio,    Indiana,    Illinois,   ilichigan,   and  Wisconsin.      The  territory  in- 
cluded  that  portion  of  Minnesota   east   cf  the   Iv'ississippi,    to  ■'.vhich  was 
added   in  1349  a   part  of  the   Louisiana  Purchase   to  form  the  Minnesota 
Territory.      From  1787  to   1300  Illinois   was  a   part  of  the  North^vest  Ter- 
ritory;     from  1800  to   1809   it  v/as   a   part   of  Indiana   Territory,   after 
Ohio  became  a   separate   territory;   i^nd   from,  1809   to  1818,    it  v/as   called 
Illinois   Territory. 

Major-General  Arthur  St.   Clair  was  appointed   the   first  governor   of 
the  Northvrest  Territory  by  the  Congress   on  October   5,    1737.      The   capital 
of  this   dorain  vms  at  Marietta   on  the   Ohio.      Governor  St.   Clair   did  not 
come   to   the   Illinois    country  until   1790,   at  vrtiich   time  two   counties  were 
set  up  by  proclamation  and  by  authority  of  the  Ordinance   of  1787.'^ 
These   counties  were   St.   Clair  and   Knox.      The   section  novr  kno-wT.  as  Vermil- 
ion County  was  a  part  of  Knox  County,   a  vast  region,    extending  from  the 


1.  Ordinance  of  1787,  Art.  6. 
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3.  Ordinance  of  1787,  par.  8  of  introduction. 


-  32  - 
Historical  Sketch 


central  part  of  Illinois,  as  its  western  'bo-undary,  north  to  the  Canadian 
line  and  east  as  far  as  the  western  part  of  Ohio,-^ 

The  Ordinance  set  forth  the  form  in  which  the  Territory  was  to  he 
administered  and  governed.  Governors  were  commissioned  by  the  Congress 
for  a  period  of  three  years.  A  court  of  three  judges  was  also  appointed, 
who,  with  the  governor,  wore  empowered  to  formulate  the  laws  from  the 
statutes  of  the  original  state;;;  they  were  to  bo  in  effect  in  the  Terri- 
tory, vmlcss  disapproved  by  the  Con/^ross,  As  soon  as  there  were  five 
thousand  free  male  inhabitants  "of  full  a^^e"  in  the  Territory,  a  general 
assembly  was  to  be  elected  in  accordance  with  the  provisions  set  forth 
in  the  Ordinance.  One  cf  the  provisions  was  that  a  citizen  to  be  eligible 
or  qualified  for  election  as  a  representative  to  the  general  asn-embly, 
must  hold  in  fee  simple  200  acres  of  land.  The  general  assembly  consist- 
ed of  a  governor,  a  legislative  council  of  five  members  nominated  by  the 
house  of  representatives  and  approved  by  the  Congress,  and  a  house  of 
representatives  elected  by  the  people.  Until  the  territory  had  sufficient 
population  qualified  to  entitle  it  to  elect  a  general  assembly,  it  was 
administered  by  the  governor  and  a  court  of  three  judges. 

Indiana  Territory  Formed 

In  due  time  that  section  of  the  Territory  east  of  Knox  County  was 
able  to  meet  the  requirements  of  the  Ordinance  for  separate  existence, 
and  in  1800  the  Ohio  Territory  was  formed.  The  rem-'iinder  of  the  domain 
became  the  Indiana  Territorj'  vrith  its  capital  at  Vincennes  on  the  Wabash, 
The  section  now  included  in  Vermilion  County  had  been  a  part  of  the 
Northwest  Territory  for  fourteen  years.  From  1787  until  1795,  the  Terri- 
tory was  under  what  was  known  as  the  first  grade  administration:  that  of 
governor  and  a  court  of  three  Judges.  In  1795  the  second  grade  territorial 
government  was  inaugurated.^  Under  this  form  of  administration  Knox 
County  was  entitled  to  representation  in  the  General  Assembly  of  the  North- 
west Territory,  which  body  was  authorized  to  elect  a  delegate  to  the 
Congress,  The  delegate  exercised  the  right  of  debate  but  not  of  voting 
during  this  temporary  government, ^ 

At  the  time  the  Northwest  Territory  was  terminated,  and  the  Indiana 
Territory  \7as  formed,  General  William  Henry  Harrison,  then  the  territori- 
al delegate  in  Congress,  was  appointed  governor  of  the  now  territor;/. 
Harrison  had  served  as  an  ensign  with  Governor  St,  Clair;  and,  as  aide- 
de-camp  of  General  Anthony  Wayne,  he  took  a  distinguished  part  in  the 
successful  campaigns  of  the  latter  against  the  Indians  of  the  Uorthwest, 
On  the  formation  of  the  Indiana  Territo;ry  he  was  not  only  madcv  its  gov- 
ernor, but  was  commissioned  superintendent  of  Indian  affairs  in  the  North- 
west. He  administered  the  affairs  of  the  Indians  with  a  slcill  and  a  suc- 
cess never  equaled  by  any  other  person  through  whom  the  government  had 


1.  "Territorial  Records  of  the  Northwest  Territory,"  The  St,  Clair  Papers, 
ed,  William  Henry  Smith  (Cincinnati,  1882),  II,  166. 

2.  "Journal  of  Official  Proceedings"  in  Smith,  St.  Clair  Papers,  I,  145, 

3.  Ordinance  of  1787,  par.  12  of  introduction. 
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dealings  with  the  Indians.  During  the  long  period  he  had  charge  of 
Indian  affairs,  he  extinguished  the  title  the  India.ns  held  to  the  great- 
er part  of  the  territory  within  the  limits  of  Illinois  and  Indiana;  ejid 
in  all  his  dealings  with  this  unfortune.te  race  his  conduct  was  marked 
with  a  uniform  kindness  and  fairness  that  won  for  him  the  confidence  and 
esteem  of  the  Indirjis  themselves  and  the  applause  cf  the  government.  He 
was  elected  President  in  1840,1 

In  1795  G-overnor  St.  Clair  divided  Randolph  County  from  St.  Clair 
to  give  ease  and  facility  to  the  administration  of  justice. 2  The  af- 
fairs of  St.  Clair  Coiinty  had  tecome  chaotic  and  civil  government  had 
ceased  to  run  smoothly,  if  it  ever  had  done  so.   Governor  Harrison  con- 
tinued these  coionties,  hut  changed  their  boundaries  and  enlarged  their 
areas. 3 

In  enlarging  St.  Clair  County,  the  boundary  of  Knox  County,  which 
contained  the  area  of  the  future  county  of  Vermilion,  the  eastern  line 
of  St.  Clair  County  passed  directly  through  what  is  now  Danville  so  that 
the  area  that  is  now  Vermilion  County  lay  partly  in  St.  Clair  and  partly 
in  Knox  counties.   This  division  line  remained  unchpjiged  until  after  the 
orgajiisation  of  the  Territory  of  Illinois  in  1809.  Back  of  the  adminis- 
trative acts  and  proclamations  forming  counties  and  redefining  bounda- 
ries was  a  complex  of  dissentions,  political  and  economic  disturbances 
and  changes,  too  intricate  to  outline  here.  Distances  were  great  and 
difficulties  were  encountered  by  governors  in  their  efforts  to  make  civ- 
il affairs  run  smoothly;  bitter  contentions  existed  between  a  variety  of 
popvilation  groups.  There  also  were  swamps,  impenetrable  prairies,  ajid 
an  inhospitable  wilderness.  Angry  pjid  treacherous  Indian  tribes  separat- 
ed settlements  one  from  another  and  acted  as  barriers  to  frequent  e-nd 
easy  access  to  seats  of  governments.  Factionalism,  disputes  over  Irjid 
titles,  and  the  question  of  slavery  entered  into  the  political  F^ita- 
tions  of  the  period  that  were  involved  in  the  movement  for  separating  the 
western  portion  of  the  IndirJia  Territory  pjid  mrJcing  a  now  territory. 

Illinois  Territory  Formed 

The  eastern  boundary  of  the  Territory  of  Illinois  as  fixed  by  the 
act  of  Congress  creating  the  new  territory  was  the  Wabash  River  and  a 
line  drawn  from  that  river  and  Post  Vincennes  due  north  to  the  territo- 
rial line  between  the  United  States  and  Canada. 4  This  line  automatical- 
ly dissolved  that  portion  of  Knox  Co\inty  that  inclvided  lands  in  the  Illi- 
nois Territory.   Shortly  after  the  new  Territory  had  been  established, 
Nathaniel  Pope,  secretary  of  the .territory  and  acting  governor  for  a 
time,  issued  a  proclamation  continuing  the  counties  of  St.  Clair  rjid 
Randolph  without  chrjige  of  boundaries,  except  that  the  eastern  boundary 


1.  Beckv/ith,  History  of  Vermilion  Co-unty,  p.  280,281. 
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3.  Executive  Journal  of  Indiana  Territory,  p.  98. 

4.  2  U.S.S.L.  114. 


-  34  - 


Historical  Sketch 


of  each  was  extended  to  the  eastern  boundary  of  the  territory,  now  the 
eastern  boundary  of  the  state. 1  It  was  in  this  manner  that  the  Vermilion 
County  area  passed  into  the  jurisdiction  of  St.  Clair  County.  The 
county  seat  was  at  Cahokia  on  the  west  side  of  the  state,  a  distance  of 
nearly  two  hundred  miles.  Kaskaskia  was  the  seat  of  territorial  govsrn- 
ment.  The  new  governor,  appointed  by  the  Congress,  was  Kinian  Edv/ards, 
then  chief  justice  of  the  court  of  appeals  of  Kentucky.  Because  of  the 
factionalism  rathin  the  territory  and  rjnbition  for  power  among  the  Illi- 
nois leaders,  appointments  to  some  judgeships  pjid  other  offices  came 
from  outside  Illinois. ^  From  this  tine  on  the  area  that  is  now  Ver- 
milion County  ivas  identified  with  Illinois  history,  Illinois  economic  de- 
velopment, and  Illinois  political  and  social  chpjigcs. 

The  Ordin:,nce  of  1737  r^ain  fornod  the  b?.sis  of  the  organization 
of  the  n3'.v  territory,  cud.   for  the  third  time  the  people  of  Illinois 
found  themselves  under  the  rule  of  a  territorial  govornor  ?jid  judges, 
v/hich  was  the  first  grade  of  territorial  government. 3  The  adv.ance  of 
Illinois  to  the  second  grade  of  territorial  government  took  plr.ce  in 
1812.   Several  of  the  state  constitutions  that  had  been  adopted  had 
dropped  all  property  qualifications  for  s\iffrage;  pjid  Congress,  by  an 
act  of  1809,  had  liberalized  the  government  of  Indiana  Territory  to  the 
extent  of  providing  for  the  election  by  the  people,  of  the  delegate  to 
Congress  and  members  of  the  territorial  council,  although  the  suffrage 
qualification  remained  unchanged.   In  Illinois  the  restriction  of  suf- 
frage and  office  holding  to  freeholders  was  especially  objectionable  in 
1812,  for  there  were  no  sales  of  land  until  ai'ter  1814,  and  the  greater 
majority  of  the  inhabitants  were  squatters  waiting  patiently  for  the 
opportunity  to  purchase  the  land  on  nhich  they  had  located."^  Governor 
Edwards  at  the  time  of  issuing  the  proclamation  for  the  election  of  mem- 
bers to  the  house  of  representatives  exolained  in  a  letter  to  a  congress- 
man from  Kentucky  that  if  the  property  qualification  for  suffrage  were 
not  removed  and  provision  mrxLe  for  electing  the  delegate  to  Congress  by 
popular  vote,  the  freeholders,  constituting  one  tenth  of  the  male  popula- 
tion, would  be  able  to  control  the  governr.ent  for  at  least  five  years. 
From  the  creation  of  the  Illinois  Territory  in  1809  until  sometime  after 
its  organization  as  a  state  in  1318,  it  is  said,  the  government  of  Illi- 
nois was  more  aristocratic  than  it  ever  has  been  since. ^ 


1.  Territorial  Records  of  Illinois,  p.  3. 

2.  Solon  Justus  Buck,  Illinois  in  1818,  introductorj'  volume.  Centennial 
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Congress  on  May  20,  1812  enacted  a  lau  enabling  the  people  of  Il- 
linois to  establish  the  most  dcnocratic  form  of  territorial  government 
to  be  found  in  the  United  States  at  that  time.   Sy  the  terms  of  this 
a.ct,  suffrage  v/as  granted  to  all  free  vrhito  males,  tTventy-one  years  of 
age,  T7ho  had  paid  a  county  or  territorial  tax,   no  matter  how  small,  rjid 
had  resided  in  the  territory  one  year.l 

Here  Vermilion  County  Antecedents 

Governor  Edwards  issued  a  proclanation  in  1812,  establishing  three 
new  counties:  Madison,  Gallatin,  and  Johnson,  making  five  in  all,  to 
serve  as  the  districts  for  the  five  members  of  the  territorial  council, 
who  were  to  be  elected  by  the  people  instead  of  oy   the  legislature.   The 
area  of  Vermilion  County  was  included  in  Madison  County,  where  it  re- 
mained until  1814  when  it  was  included  in  the  newly  formed  Edwards 
Coxinty.   On  the  last  day  of  the  year  1816  Crawford  County  was  set  off 
from  Edwards,  and  the  Vermilion  country  was  taken  under  a  new  county  ad- 
ministrative unit  of  the  Illinois  Territory,  which  had  for  its  northern 
boundary  the  line  of  "Upper  Canada."   This  area  included  the  present 
County  of  Cook.   The  act  creating  Crawford  County  specified  that  the 
western  line  of  the  county  ran  north  to  Canada.'^  The  new  county's  east- 
em  boundary  was  the  Indipjia  state  line,  and  the  southern  boundar?/  was 
the  northern  line  of  Edwards  County.   The  Vermilion  area  was  in  the  ju- 
risdiction of  Crawford  County  when  Illinois  beccjne  a  state,  December  3, 
1818.   Crawford  was  then  the  largest  county  in  the  state,  having  an  area 
of  more  than  twenty  thousrjid  square  miles  rxid  a  populrtion  of  2,946  people. 
Of  the  total  population  there  wore  78  free  negroes  and  20  servojits  or 
sla.ves;  there  were  518  families  averaging  about  five  members  each.'* 

The  greater  part  of  Crawford  County  was  still  Indian  land  in  1818, 
and  the  only  part  in  which  the  land  had  been  surveyed  and  offered  for 
sale  y/as  a  strip  in  the  southeast,  averaging  about  ten  miles  in  width, 
which  extended  along  the  Wabash  ajid  the  eastern  boundary  of  the  state 
to  near  the  southern  boundary  of  Vermilion  Coiinty.^  In  this  restricted 
region  of  about  seven  hundred  squcjre  miles  lived  nearly  all  of  the  coun- 
ty's population.  The  county  seat  at  this  time  w?,s  at  Palestine,  located 
on  the  Wabash  River  at  the  mouth  of  La  Hotte  Creek,  where  in  1812  was  a 
blockhouse,  called  Fort  La  Motte,  that  stood  on  the  extreme  northern 
limit  of  settlements  in  eastern  Illinois.   So  far  no  permajicnt  settle- 
ment of  the  white  maji  was  established  within  the  limits  of  what  is  now 
Vermilion  County.   The  title  of  the  Indians  who  claimed  the  co'-uitry  along 
the  waters  of  the  Vermilions  had  not  been  extinguished.   Although  the 
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United  States  had  secured  formal  title  to  this  region  hy  the  Treaty  of 
Paris  in  1783,  and  had  prevailed  on  the  various  states  to  relinquish 
their  claims,  the  Indian  title  to  the  ITorthwest  still  held.  Details  of 
how  the  Indians  were  dispossessed  of  their  lands  are  not  a  part  of  this 
historical  sketch,  but  it  was  as  if  a  giant  hand  had  relentlessly  swept 
the  aborigines  north  and  west  for  almost  a  century. 


Aquisition  of  Title  from  the  Indians 
Indian  Wa.rs 

During  the  pioneer  period  of  the  Worthv.'est,  the  Illinois  country  was 
comparatively  free  from  Indian  warfare  in  contrast  to  the  frequent  up- 
risings that  characterized  the  sane  period  in  Ohio  and  Indi'ma.  neverthe- 
less, settlement  of  the  Illinois  countrj/-  was  greatly  retarded  because  of 
the  terror  spread  by  the  Indians  in  their  resistance  to  the  expansion 
westward  by  the  colonists  from  the  east.  Entrance  into  the  Vermilion 
country  from  the  east  was  barred  by  the  Indians  in  their  uprisings  against 
the  white  settlements  in  Ohio  and  Indiana,  and  from  the  south  by  their 
frequent  incursions  and  massacrca  in  Kentucky.  However,  there  were  con- 
flicts in  Illinois  betv/een  the  white  settlers  and  Indians  in  which  armed 
territorial  and  Federal  forces  participated.  The  Indi?^.  Wars  that  oc- 
curred outside  the  territorial  area  of  Illinois  oftentimes  terrorized 
the  whole  fror.tier,  i-ienacing  the  welfare  and  security  of  the  white  popu- 
lation of  the  entire  Northwest. 

Getting  rid  of  the  Indian  barrier  to  the  advance  of  the  agricultural 
frontier  was  a  difficult  problem  faced  by  the  Federal  Government;  and, 
more  than  this:  it  was  important  to  the  new  and  rising  young  republic  to 
gather  into  its  own  control,  or  the  control  of  its  merchants  sind  traders, 
the  rich  fur  trade  enjoyed  by  the  British.  Under  these  circumstances  the 
redmen  were  restless  and  dissatisfied.  No t\nth standing  the  conquest  of 
the  Northwest  by  George  Rogers  Clark,  and  the  stipulations  of  the  Peace 
of  Paris  in  1783,  Great  Britain  refused  to  surrender  her  several  mili- 
tary posts  in  the  acknowledged  territory  of  the  United  States.  The  ex- 
cuse given  for  this  retention  of  military  control  over  groat  areas  of 
the  Northwest  was  that  the  people  of  the  United  States  had  not  met  their 
debt  requirements  rjid  that  the  fourth  article  of  the  aforementioned  trea- 
ty stipulated  that  creditors  on  either  side  should  moot  with  no  la\7ful 
impediment  to  the  recovery  of  all  bona-fide  debts. ^  The  true  cause  for 
the  action  of  Great  Britain  in  retaining  possession  of  these  posts  was 
to  prolong  her  enjoytient  of  the  fur  trade  and   continue  her  influence 
over  the  several  Indian  tribes.-  Since  1765  the  British  in  conjimction 
with  the  Canadians  and  coureurs  de  bois  had  extended  their  fur  trade 
over  the  entire  Northwest  and  wore  reaping  such  profits  as  they  never 
before  realized. 2 


1.  Secret  Journal  of  Congress,  v.  4,  p.  187, 

2.  Beckwith,  History  of  Vermilion  County,  p.  165,266. 
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After  the  close  of  the  Revolutiono.ry  War  the  British  made  no 
provisions  for  her  Indian  allies,  who  continued  their  hostilities 
against  the  Americons.   No  treaties  had  ever  been  made  between  the 
United  States  and  the  Wabash  tribes.  The  government  sought  by  peace- 
able means  to  put  --ji  end  to  the  depredations  of  the  Indians  in  accord- 
ance with  the  high-minded  principles  expressed  in  the  third  article  of 
the  Ordinance  of  1787.   But  the  actual  practice  in  the  light  of  his- 
torical developments  seems  to  have  been  somewhat  contrrdictory  to  the 
theory  expiressed  in  the  Ordinance. ^  The  rapacities  of  liquor  dealers 
and  land  grabbers  on  the  one  hand,  and  on  the  other,  the  encouragement 
of  the  British,  who  supplied  the  Indians  with  arms  and  aramvinition,  gave 
adequate  cause  for  wars  authorized  by  Congress.   The  injustice  done  the 
aborigines  belatedly  has  been  recognized  -  when  the  recognition  could 
cause  no  reversal  in  the  policy  of  achieving  "the  manifest  destiny"  of 
the  white  man  on  the  continent.   "Mmy,  if  not  most,  of  our  Indian  wars 
have  had  their  origin  in  broken  promises  and  acts  of  injustice  on  our 
part,"  said  President  Hayes  in  a  message  to  Congress  in  1877.2 

Military  expeditions  were  sent  out  by  Congress  from  1790  to  1795 
to  subjugate  the  Indians  of  the  Northwest;  their  villages  along  the 
Maumee  aiid  Wabash  rivers  were  destroyed,  women  and  children  were  taken 
captives  and  held  as  prisoners;  their  fields  were  devastated,  and  the 
Indians,  suffering  for  food  r?jid  shelter,  were  made  to  feel  the  retrib- 
utive hand  of  the  Americans.   At  times  there  were  serious  reversals, 
and  successes  were  turned  into  disaster,  as  was  the  case  in  the  defeat 
of  Governor  St.  Clair's  expedition  in  1791  when  it  was  attacked  in  what 
is  nov/  Mercer  County,  Ohio,  by  a  confederated  Indian  force  of  warriors 
and  totally  destroyed.   General  Wayne  -  "Mad  Anthony"  of  Revolutionary 
fame  -  was  appointed  military  commander  of  the  Northwest.  While  he  was 
recruiting  and  training  forces  with  which  to  form  an  invincible  array  to 
conquer  the  Indians,  the  government  undertook  to  bring  the  Wabash  tribes 
to  a  treaty  of  peace.   General  Rufus  Putnam,  superintendent  of  the  Ohio 
Company  at  Marietta,  on  the  Ohio  River,  undertook  at  the  hazp,rd  of  his 
life  to  visit  the  hostile  tribes  and  induce  them  to  enter  into  negotia- 
tions. He  '.vent  to  Vincennes  on  the  Wabash  by  way  of  the  Ohio  River, 
taking  with  him  v/omen  and  children,  surviving  Indian  prisoners,  who 
had  been  captured  by  Americans  in  their  expeditions  against  the  Indians. 


1.  Careful  reading  of  the  third  article  will  reveal  how  justification 
for  the  violation  of  a  principle  can  be  derived  from  the  form  in 
which  the  principle  is  stated:  "The  utmost  good  faith  shall  always 
be  observed  toward  the  Indians;  their  Ipjids  and.   property  shall  never 
be  taken  from  them  without  their  consent;  and,  in  their  prorjerty, 
rights,  .and  liberty,  they  shall  never  be  invaded  or  disturbed,  unless 
in  just  and  lawful  wars,  authorized  by  Congress;  but  lav/s  founded  in 
justice  and  humanity,  shall,  from  time  to  time,  be  made  for  preventing 
wrongs  being  done  them."   Congress  was  to  be  the  judge  of  v/hat  was 
just  pud  lavrfvl   as  the  cause  for  -an  authorized  vvar;  and  the  Indians 
were  not  represented  in  Congress.   (Underscoring  by  writer) 

2.  Charles  A.  and  Mary  R.  Beard,  The  Rise  of  Americgji  Civilization 
(New  York:  The  Macmillan  Company,  1930),  II,  131. 
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Delegates  representing  the  Wea,  Pottowatomie,  Mascoutin,  Kickapoo, 
Eel  River,  Piankeshaw,  and  Kaskaskia  tribes  met  in  a  grand  council  with 
General  Putnam  in  the  summer  of  1792.  Putnam  gave  them  an  opportunity 
to  talk  ^Tith  authorized  agents  of  the  United  States  about  all  that  had 
happened,  to  settle  old  scores  and  to  begin  anew.  The  chiefs,  sachems, 
and  warriors  held  that  the  whites  should  not  take  their  land,  and  that 
the  Ohio  River  should  be  the  mutual  boundary  betrreen  them.  The  Indians 
said  they  did  not  want  to  live  too  near  the  white  people  as  there  were 
bad  persons  on  both  sides.  They  wished  to  trade  with  the  white  people 
and  they  also  requested  that  the  French  dwelling  in  the  vicinity  of 
Vincennes  should  not  be  deprived  of  their  lands  which  had  been  given 
them  by  the  forefathers  of  the  Indians  present  at  the  council.^  Defi- 
nite articles  of  peace  were  concluded  and  signed  on  September  27,  1792, 
being  the  first  treaty  ever  entered  into  between  the  United  States  and 
the  several  Wabash  tribes.  It  was  a  treaty  of  peace  sind  friendship 
only. 2  Vermilion's  connection  with  this  phase  of  Indian  affairs  is 
shown  in  two  medals  fovmd  in  April,  1855,  at  the  old,  so-called  Kickapoo 
Indian  burying  ground,  near  the  mouth  of  the  Middle  Fork  River  about 
four  miles  west  of  Danville,  in  a  grave  that  had  become  exposed  by 
the  giving  away  of  the  high  bluff,  on  the  brink  of  which  this  grave, 
and  many  others,  was  located,*^  This  burial  ground  has  had  no  similar 
use  since  the  removal  of  the  Pottcwatomies  west  in  1838,  Among  the 
manuscript  papers  of  General  Putnam  relating  to  the  treaty  of  Vincennes 
is  a  speech  in  his  own  handwriting  in  which  he  particularly  describes 
one  of  these  silver  medals.  General  Putnam  had  taken  with  him  to  Vin- 
cennes a  quantity  of  goods  for  presents,  among  which  were  silver  medals 
bearing  the  arms  of  the  United  States. 4  In  the  minutes  of  the  treaty 
made  at  Greenville  in  1795,  Chief  Kcsis,  or  the  Sun,  a  prominent  chief 
of  the  Pottcwatomies,  is  reported  to  have  said  that  he  assisted  at  the 
treaty  of  Vincennes.  It  is  also  believed  that  Chief  Kesis  was  buried 
in  the  burying  ground  above  mentioned.  The  other  medal  found  was  British, 
a  duplicate  of  which  was  located  in  the  collection  of  the  British  Museum 


1,  Beck\7ith,  History  of  Vermilion  County,  p.  267,268, 

2,  A  treaty  between  Indian  tribes  of  the  Northwest  and  the  United  States 
had  been  made  by  Governor  Arthur  St.  Clair  in  1790.  The  Miami  tribas 
were  signatory  to  this  treaty,  but  Chief  Little  Turtle  at  the  Treaty 
of  Greenville  in  1795,  repudiated  the  validity  of  the  treaty,  saying 
that  some  of  the  young  men  of  the  Miami  nation  had  been  induced  to 
attend  the  council  held  at  Fort  Harmer  at  the  mouth  of  the  Muskingum 
on  the  Ohio,  Little  Turtle  then  claimed  the  lands  on  the  Wabash  for 
his  people  of  the  Miami  nation.   In  this  he  was  opposed  by  other  chiefs 
who  asserted  that  the  Great  Spirit  had  given  it  to  all  Indians  and  that 
all  of  them  had  an  equal  right  to  live  on  it.  By  the  actions  of  these 
chiefs,  the  treaties  made  TTith  the  Americans  at  Fort  Mcintosh,  Fort 
Harmer,  and  at  the  mouth  of  the  Great  Miami  were  nullified.  Hopkins, 
Ohio,  p.  152,180-83,381. 

3,  Jones,  Vermilion  County,  Illinois,  p.  21,22;  Beckwith,  History  of  Ver- 
milion County,  p.  269-73. 

4,  Beckwith,  History  of  Vermilion  County,  p.  271-74, 
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in  London,  England.   Subsequent  to  the  treaty  of  1783,  the  British  dis- 
tributed medals  of  this  character  among  the  Indians  of  the  Northwest, 
These  two  medals  are  still  in  the  possession  of  a  Vermilion  County  citi- 
zen. 

The  treaty  concluded  "by  General  Putnam  was  laid  before  the  United 
States  Senate  in  Febraary,  1793.   The  senate  refused  to  ratify  it  be- 
cause the  fourth  article  recognized  the  right  of  the  Indians  "to  their 
lands,  as  being  theirs  and  theirs  only."  Meanwhile  the  Indians  were 
becoming  increasingly  hostile  and  gathering  in  large  numbers  and  con- 
centrating their  forces  against  garrisoned  posts  and  fortified  settle- 
ments. The  Indians  refused  to  recede  from  their  position  that  the  Ohio 
River  was  the  bo-ondary  between  themselves  and  the  United  States,  not- 
withstanding that,  by  the  treaties  of  Fort  Mcintosh  and  Fort  Harmer,  the 
government  had  acquired  a  large  tract  on  the  north  and  west  side  of  that 
river,  portions  of  which  had  already  been  purchased  by  citizens  of  the 
United  States,  who  rcre  actually  living  en  the  same.   Throughout  all  the 
period  of  negotiation,  some  of  the  Indians  insisted  that  the  British 
should  be  invited  to  attend  because  it  was  they  who  called  the  Indians 
to  war  against  the  United  States.! 

The  finale  to  this  period  of  Indian  wars  was  reached  when  General 
Wayne,  known  by  the  Indians  as  "The  Eye  That  Never  Sleeps,"  completely 
annihilated  the  forces  of  the  combined  tribes  of  the  Northwest  at  the 
Battle  of  Fallen  Timbers  on  the  Maumee  (Ohio),  August  20,  1794.  The 
Indians  then  began  to  realize  that  it  was  suicidal  to  oppose  the  white 
man  in  his  determination  to  obtain  land.   The  following  summer,  August 
3,  1795,  the  Treaty  of  Greenville  (Chio)  was  signed,  setting  aside  the 
lands  open  to  white  settlement  and  those  designated  as  Indian  lands 
under  the  jurisdiction  of  the  United  States.  It  has  been  said  that  one 
of  the  greatest  deals  in  real  estate  ever  consummated  was  at  Fort  Green- 
ville almost  one  hundred  and  fifty  years  ago.   It  included  cessions  of 
relatively  small  parcels  of  land,  the  value  of  which,  today,  is  almost 
inestimable.  These  squares  of  land  were  reserved  for  military  estab- 
lishments and  trading  posts;  they  included  "one  piece  of  land  six  miles 
square,  at  the  mouth  of  the  Chikago  River,  emptying  into  the  South  West 
end  of  Lake  Michigan  where  a  fort  formerly  stood. "2  The  treaty  of  Green- 
ville affected  the  fortunes  of  the  entire  lands  of  the  Northwest.  It  is 
said  to  have  marked  the  end  of  an  epoch.   Settlers  poured  out  over  the 
lands  made  safe  by  the  treaty  and  pushed  westward  the  frontier  from  the 
Ohio  lands  to  the  Mississippi  River.  More  than  this:  General  Wayne's 
success,  together  with  the  government's  aggressive  diplomatic  action, 
forced  the  British  within  the  Northwest  Territory  to  relinquish  their 
posts  in  1796.  General  Wayne  took  possession  of  them  on  behalf  of  the 
United  States. 


1.  Beckwith,  Histor:'"  of  Vermilion  County,  p.  275, 

2.  Hopkins,  Ohio,  p.  190,191. 
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TecTimseh's  Conspiracy 

However,  the  settlers  and  their  government  were  not  done  with 
Indian  \7ars,  conflicts,  conspiracies,  and  massacres.   Acquisition  of 
vast  areas  by  extinguishing  title  claimed  by  the  Indians  "":>£  yet  to 
be  accomplished.   There -were  irreconcilables  among  the  IndiaJis  v7ho 
participated  in  the  Treaty  of  G-reenville,  some  of  whom  T7ere  under  the 
influence  of  the  British  t/hen  not  the  direct  agents  of  then.   One  of 
these  recalcitrant  T?ar  chiefs  ras  Tecumseh,  who  in  his  early  twenties 
had  been  a  spy  in  the  roods  covering  the  ODerations  of  General  TJayne. 
At  that  very  time  yo-ung  Willipjn  Henry  Harrison,  r'ho  was  destined  to  be 
Tecumseh' s  principal  foe,  was  an  aide  to  Wayne.   Tecumseh  from  his 
youth  had  been  a  silent  dreamer  and  an  admirer  of  Chief  Pontiac 
Smarting  under  the  aggressions  of  the  whites,  this  chief  of  a  subtribe 
of  the  Shawnees,  traveled  over  the  entire  coimtry  between  the  Missis- 
sippi River  and  the  Appal achiejis,  from  the  Giilf  to  Lake  Superior,  vis- 
iting distant  tribes  trying  to  "eld  them  into  a  unit  for  the  -ourDOse  of 
driving  the  white  man  out  of  the  Northwest.   He  was  a  master  of  invec- 
tive and  his  fiery  eloquence  won  over  many  tribes. 1 

Able  and  dour  T<5c\amseh,  whose  father  had  been  killed  by  the  whites 
at  the  Battle  of  Point  Pleasant  (now  West  Virginia)  in  Lord  Dunnore's 
war  in  177^  against  the  savp.ges,  was  aided  by  his  brother,  Lol-a-waw- 
chic-ka,  or  the  Loud  Voice,  generally  known  as  "The  Prophet. "2  This  man 
cc70wed  that  he  had  been  deputed  by  the  Great  Spirit  to  reform  the  man- 
ners of  the  rod  people,  to  revive  their  old  customs  which  had  been  laid 
aside  since  their  intercourse  with  the  white  -oeople.   All  manners  in 
dress  and  other  innovations  borrowed  by  the  Indians  from  the  whites  were 
to  be  abolished.   When  these  reforms  were  accomplished  the  comfort  and  hap- 
piness enjoyed  by  their  forefathers  woiild  be  restored,  on  condition  of 
their  obedience  to  the  ^vill  and  orders  of  the  Prophet,  who  pretended  to 
foretell  future  events,  and  who  declared  that  he ^was  invulnerable  to  the 
arms  or  shot  of  his  enemy.   He  promised  the  same  inviolability  to  those 
of  his  followers  who  would  devote  themselves  entirely  to  his  service. 3 
In  the  spring  of  1808  the  Prophet  and  his  adherents  moved  from  Greenville 
(Ohio)  and  took  up  their  abode  on  the  Wabash  near  the  mouth  of  the  Tippe- 
canoe, on  a  tract  of  land  claimed  to  have  been  granted  them  by  the  Potto- 
■watomies  and  the  Kickapoos,  without  the  consent  of  the  Miamis,  who  claimed 
they  were  the  rightful  owners.   The  Prophet  was  an  artful  rogue  and  suc- 
ceeded in  stirring  -up  the  Indians,  over  a  vast  expanse  of  territnry,  to  a 
frenzy  of  religious  superstition  and  excitement.   Tecumseh  took  care  to 


1.  Hopkins.  Ohio,  p.  163,177,19!+. 

2.  Some  authors  give  the  name  as  Tens-kwau-ta-waw,  meaning  the  Open  Door. 

3.  Eeckwith,  History  of  Vermilion  County,  p.  282-86;  The  Life  of  Major- 
General  William  Henry  Harrison  (Philadelphia;   Grigg  and  Elliot,  1840 ) , 
Note:   The  Memoirs  of  General  Harrison  are  replete  with  data  of  this 
nature. 
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lend  the  aid  of  his  powerful  -nrT.e   nnd  influence  to  the  ProT:)het  by  ^m 
ostentatious  reverence.   The  Prophet  roturhed  the  conplinent  by  point- 
ing out  Tecunseh  as  the  leader  chosen  by  the  Great  Spirit  to  save  the 
red  nan.   Thonas  Jefferson,  discussing  his  tines,  said  of  the  Pro-phet: 
"...  his  followers  increased  until  the  British  thought  hin  i7orth 
corrupting,  and  found  hin  corruptible." 


In  the  spring  oi  iSOy  tne  Prophet  required  his  people  to  take  up 
the  hatchet  against  the  Fhite  people,  to  destroy  the  inhabitajits  of 
Vincennes  and  those  on  the  Ohio,  who  lived  as  far  down  as  the  mouth  of 
the  river  and  as  high  up  as  Cincinnati,   Here  entered  Joseph  Barron, 
one  of  Harrison's  interoreters,  who  was  one  of  the  first  white  men 
kno-pn  to  have  been  at  the  Vermilion  salines,  as  early  as  1801.   Barron 
was  sent  to  the  Prophet's  town  to  inform  the  Indians  of  the  strength 
and  resources  of  the  United  States.   The  speech  was  delivered  in  the 
presence  of  Tecunseh  in  \7h0se  house  Barron  was  lodged  for  the  night. 
TecTonseh  held  that  at  the  Treaty  of  Greenville  the  United  States  had 
admitted  the  right  of  pll  the  tribes  to  hold  the  lands  jointly,  and, 
therefore,  the  United  States  had  no  right  to  purchase  territory  of  a 
single  tribe  without  the  consent  of  all  the  others. 

Tecumseh  agreed  to  a  conference  to  be  held  at  Vincennes,  whither 
he  went  in  the  s-ummer  of  1810.   The  boldness  of  the  followers  of  the 
Prophet  increased  daily;  hostile  parties  constantly  raided  the  white 
settlements  and  stole  their  horses.   The  following  year,  in  Septenber, 
Governor  Harrison  was  ordered  to  proceed  to  the  Prophet's  town  with  a 
military  force,  which  he  was  to  use  only  after  all  efforts  to  effect  a 
peaceable  dispersion  of  its  occupants  had  failed.   On  November  7.  1811, 
the  Battle  of  Tippecanoe  was  fought.   The  Prophet  was  a  defeated  leader, 
and  as  a  result  his  influence  rapidly  waned.   Tecunseh  was  not  present 
at  the  battle,  but  his  prestige  remained  unimpaired.   He  continued  to 
be  an  implacable  enemy  of  the  United  States.   A  year  later  when  the  War 
of  1812  was  declared,  Tecumseh  tendered  his  services  to  Great  Britain. 

Second  War  for  Independence 

Though  the  -uiDrising  had  been  put  down,  the  Vermilion  salines  re- 
mained in  the  possession  of  the  Indians  who  guarded  them  with  great 
care.   White  traders  made  trips  to  the  Indian  settlements  along  the 
Vermilion,  but  none  settled  there  during  this  period  when  safety  re- 
quired that  settlements  of  pioneers  be  kept  within  easy  reach  of  for- 
tified posts  such  as  ^inccnncs.   The  Kickapoo  and  Pottowatonie  tribes 
of  the  prairies  held  the  region  at  this  time.   The  graves  of  some  of 
the  warriors  who  died  from  wounds  received  at  Tipwecanoe  were  located 


Becki7ith,  History  of  Vermilion  County ,  p.  282-86;  Hopkins,  Ohio, 

p.  19^,195. 
Ibid. 
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four  miles  west  of  Danville,  and  were  pointed  out  to  the  early  salt 
boilers  in  1819  by  the  survivors  who  were  cognisajit  of  the  facts. 
In  its  results,  the  Battle  of  Tippecanoe  rainks  as  one  of  the  most  im- 
portant ever  fought  against  the  Indians  in  the  West.   It  may  be  said 
to  have  been  the  opening  battle  of  the  V/ar  of  1812,  although  the  for- 
mal declaration  of  hostilities  was  deferred  \intil  the  following  June. 
The  British  wished  the  country  of  the  Northwest  to  remain  a  wilderness 
in  the  possession  of  the  Indians,  but  as  crown  lands  for  a  source  of 
supply  for  their  trade  in  furs.   Settlement  meant  a  complete  change  in 
the  economic  as  well  as  the  political  development  of  the  United  States, 
to  the  north  of  which  was  British-owned  Canada. 

We  are  here  concerned  with  the  War  of  1812  only  to  the  extent  that 
that  conflict  had.  any  direct  connection  with  the  Vermilion  country. 
After  the  Battle  of  Tippecanoe  the  frontiers  enjoyed  a  brief  respite. 
Fort  Harrison  (Terre  Haute)  had  been  established  on  the  Wabash  above 
Vincennes  by  General  Harrison  as  a  part  of  his  plfin  for  putting  down 
the  uprising  of  the  Prophet  and  Tecumseh.  In  less  th^n  sixty  days 
after  the  War  of  1812  was  declared,  the  whole  Northwest  from  Detroit 
to  the  Mississippi  River  was  again  in  the  hands  of  the  British  rmd. 
their  Indian  rllies  under  tho  influence  of  English  traders.  Fort  Wayne 
and  Fort  Harrison  wer3  the  only  posts  at  which  the  United  States  pre- 
sented successful  resistance.  Fort  Harrison  v/as  commanded  by  Captain 
Zachary  Taylor,  later  to  be  General,  and  President  Taylor  of  the  United 
States.  The  garrison  at  Fort  Dearborn  (Chicago)  prepared  to  evacuate 
the  post  and  repair  to  Fort  Wayne  for  protection  from  hostile  Indians. 
Tho  massacre  of  two  thirds  of  the  garrison  occurrod  when  about  tv.-o 
miles  away  from  the  fort. 

Indian  Power  Broken 

With  the  close  of  the  war  in  1815,  the  last  great  combination  of 
Indians  against  the  whites  came  to  an  end.  There  had  been  no  fighting 
in  Illinois  between  the  British  and  American  troops;  the  war  came  to 
Illinois  in  the  form  of  an  Indian  uprising.  When  the  treaty  of  peace 
v/as  concluded,  the  boundary  lines  remained  as  before,  without  the  loss 
of  a  single  acre.  As  soon  as  the  Indian  titles  to  the  several  portions 
of  the  territory  were  successively  extinguished,  settlers  poured  in, 
often  in  advance  of  the  government  surveys.  The  Ohio  and  the  Mississippi 
rivers  were  the  base,  and  the  Illinois,  Wabash,  and  Miami  rivers  ?Jid  their 
tributaries,  with  other  principal  streams,  were  the  supporting  columns 
upon  which  the  settlements  respectively  formed  pjid  gradually  extended 
until  the  intervening  country  was  filled. ^ 

This  going  back  in  point  of  time  to  uprisings  of  the  Indians  since 
the  formation  of  the  Northwest  Territory  shows  where  and  how  the  major 


1.  Beckwith,  History  of  Vermilion  County,  p.  296. 

2,  Ibid.,  p.  305. 
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conflicts  fitted  into  the  development  of  the  Illinois  country  to  the 
tine  when  the  Vernilion  country  -  still  Indian  lands  -  becaTie  a  part 
of  the  administrative  unit  of  Crawford  County  in  the  Illinois  Terri- 
tory.  Acquisition  to  title  to  the  lands  which  opened  for  settlement 
the  Vermilion  country,  ras  sor^,e^7hat  as  follows:  between  1789  and  1837 
the  Pottowatomies,  by  themselves  or  in  connection  with  other  tribes, 
made  no  less  than  thirty-eight  treaties  with  the  United  States,  all 
of  which  -  excepting  two  or  three  which  were  treaties  of  peace  only  - 
were  for  cessions  of  lands  claimed  wholly  by  the  Pottowatomies,  or  in 
common  with  other  tribes.   Likewise  the  Miamis  ceded  vast  tracts  of 
their  lands  in  Illinois  and  Indiana  to  the  Federal  government  over  a 
period  of  fifty  years.   These  people  were  much  attached  to  the  country 
along  the  Vermilion  River.   The  Kickapoos  valued  it  highly  as  a  desir- 
able home,  and  because  of  the  minerals  it  was  supposed  to  contain. 
General  Harrison  in  I8O9  at  the  Treaty  of  Fort  'J/ayne  induced  the  Kicka- 
poos to  release  their  title  to  the  tract  of  country  bounded  on  the  east 
by  the  TTabash,  on  the  south  oy   the  northern  line  of  the  so-called  Har- 
rison Purchase,  extending  from  opposite  the  mouth  of  Raccoon  Creek, 
northwest  fifteen  miles;  thence  to  a  point  on  the  Vermilion  River, 
twenty-five  miles  in  a  direct  line  from  its  mouth;  thence  down  the  lat- 
ter stream  to  its  confluence.   This  small  tract  of  about  twenty  miles 
square  was  beautiful  and  was  believed  to  contain  very  rich  copper  de- 
posits.  The  Indians  were  extremely  jealous  of  any  search  being  made 
there,  and  traders  were  always  cautioned  not  to  approach  the  hills  that 
were  supposed  to  contain  the  mineral. 

What  is  known  as  Harrison's  Purchase  (I8O9)  has  an  intimate  re- 
lation to  Vermilion  since  the  northwest  corner  of  that  tract  constitutes 
a  wedge-shaped  appendage  near  the  southeast  corner  of  the  county's 
southern  boundary.   In  making  the  purchase  of  this  tract.  General  Har- 
rison concluded  a  treaty  with  the  Delawares,  the  Kickapoos,  the  Potto- 
watomies, the  Miamis,  and  the  Eel  River  Indians.   Harrison  and  the  se- 
lected Indians  came  to  Illinois  to  locate  the  new  possession  and  to  mark 
its  borders.   They  met  at  a  certain  rock  in  a  grove  a  little  to  the  east 
of  what  is  now  Ridge  Farm  in  Vermilion  County,   Hot  knowing  the  use  of 
the  compass,  the  Indians  stipulated  that  the  line  bounding  the  east  of 
the  tract  should  run  in  the  direction  of  the  sun  at  ten  o'clock  in  the 
morning,  and  that  the  western  boundary  line  run  in  the  direction  of  the 
sun  at  one  o'clock  in  the  afternoon.   The  agreement  was  that  such  terri- 
tory as  fell  within  the  boundaiy  of  the  extent  of  a  man's  riding  in  two 
days  and  a  half,  would  be  included  in  this  purchase.   An  requirements 
were  net,  and,  it  is  said,  that  on  the  return  trip,  the  grove  from  which 
the  rider  started  was  his  guide  or  pilot  back.   For  that  reason  it  was  later 
called  Pilot  Grove.   The  eastern  line  of  this  survey  was  known  to  early 
settlers  and  surveyors  as  the  "ten  o'clock  line,"  and  the  western  line 
as  the  "one  o'clock  line. "^  After  Illinois  was  admitted  to  statehood,  a 


1.  Eeckwith,  History  of  Vermilion  County,  v.    I63,  I6U. 

2.  Jones,  Vermilion  County,  Illinois,  p.  ^1. 
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treaty  was  concluded  at  Edwardsville  (July  13,  1819)  between  the 
United  States  and  the  Kickapoos;  and  a  section  of  the  country  be- 
tween the  Illinois  and  Wabash  rivers  was  ceded  to  the  Federal  govern- 
ment. The  Pottowatomics  had  already  ceded  their  claim  to  a  tract 
northwest  of  the  Wabash,  lying  mostly  in  Indiana  but  including  a 
small  triangle  in  Illinois  between  the  Vermilion  and  the  state  lino. 
After  the  treaty  made  at  Edwardsville,  \ihich   extinguished  the  claims 
of  the  Indians,  the  United  States  surveyors  came.  The  small  portion 
of  the  Harrison  Purchase  which  extended  into  the  Vermilion  country 
was  the  only  part  of  this  territory  which  was  surveyed  up  to  1821, 
However,  it  was  not  until  the  years  1819,  1832,  and  1833  that  all  the 
claims  of  the  Pottowatomie,  Ottawa,  Chippewa,  and  Winnebago  tribes 
wore  given  up,^ 


Under  Statehood 

Illinois  Becomes  a  State 

In  the  meantime,  Illinois  was  taking  the  first  steps  in  self-gov- 
ernment. The  unsettled  land  now  belonged  to  the  Federal  government, 
and  the  method  of  its  disposition  was  by  sale  without  distinction  be- 
tween settlers  and  speculators.  The  region  in  which  the  land  was  lo- 
cated was  divided  into  districts,  in  each  of  which  was  established  a 
local  land  office.  The  occupation  of  public  lands  by  settlers  long 
before  they  could  be  purchased  was  typical  of  the  history  of  the  Amer- 
ican frontier.  Thousands  of  improved  places  existed  long  before  they 
were  secured  by  purchase  and  located  by  survey.  The  frontier  line  of 
settlement  was  often  beyond  the  line  of  survey  and  even  beyond  that  of 
the  Indian  cession, 2  In  January,  1818,  Nathaniel  Pope,  the  delegate 
of  the  territory  in  the  House  of  Representatives,  presented  a  memorial 
to  Congress  praying  for  admission  of  Illinois  to  the  Union  as  a  state. 
Pope  introduced  two  amendments  to  the  enabling  act.  one  provided  that 
three  of  the  five  percent  of  the  proceeds  from  the  sale  of  public  lands 
should  be  used  for  schools,  and  not  for  roads  and  canals  as  provided 
for  in  the  act;  the  other  was  to  fix  the  northern  boundary  on  the  line 
of  42°  30',  north  latitude,  about  forty-one  miles  north  of  the  line  set 
in  the  bill,  and  fifty-one  miles  north  of  the  dividing  lino  as  proposed 
in  the  Ordinance  of  1787.  This  was  to  make  Lake  Michigan  a  part  of  the 
state's  eastern  boundary  and  to  gain  a  coast  line  for  water  transporta- 
tion between  Indiana,  Ohio,  Pennsylvania,  and  New  York.  It  brought  into 
the  state  area  more  than  8,000  square  miles  of  land.  The  enabling  act 
was  adopted  by  Congress,  April  18,  1818;  and  on  August  26,  1818,  a  state 
constitution  was  adopted  in  pursuance  cf  this  act;  it  became  operative 
December  3,  1818,  when  Illinois  was  formally  adopted  into  the  family  of 


1,  Jones,  Vormilion  County,  Illinois,  p.  5,52;  Buck,  Illinois  in  1818, 
p.  39,40. 

2.  Buck,  Illinois  in  1818.  p.  53,54. 
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states  by  resolution  of  the  Congress  of  the  United  States. ■'■  The  first 
election  of  state  and  county  officers  had  heen  held  September  17-19, 
1818,  and  upon  the  action  of  Congress,  Illinois  at  once  began  to  func- 
tion as  a  cominonvrealth. 

The  history  of  Verrailion  County  as  an  administrative  unit  of  state 
government  is  attached  to  many  remote  events  which  are  well  known  to 
history  and  yet  they  do  not  constitute  a  part  of  the  archival  record  of 
the  county.   The  county's  birth  is  limned  against  the  background  of  its 
numerous  parent  governmental  and  social  organizations.   So  far  in  its 
evolution  none  but  Indians  were  there,  and  they  were  not  affected  by 
chrjiges  in  the  boundaries  of  the  different  counties  which  included  this 
section  of  the  country.   On  March  22,  1819,  Crawford  County  was  dimin- 
ished in  area;  and  Clark  County,  which  included  the  Vermilion  country, 
wa.s  orgrjaised  with  Aurora,  on  the  Wabash  River  as  the  county  scat.^  The 
northern  boundary  of  the  co\inty  was  the  Wisconsin  line.   Its  area  in- 
cluded all  or  parts  of  thirty-five  counties  into  VThich  the  territory  is 
now  divided. 

Vermilion  Salines  Explored 

On  August  30,  1819,  a  treaty  was  concluded  at  Fort  Harrison  (Terre 
Haute)  between  the  United  States,  through  its  commissioner,  Benjamin 
Parke,  raid  "the  chiefs,  warriors,  and  head  men  of  the  tribe  of  Kickapoos 
of  the  Vermilion,  in  which  to  the  end  that  the  United  States  might  be 
enabled  to  fix  with  other  IndirJis  a  boundary  between  their  respective 
claims."   The  terms  of  the  treaty  described  the  country  to  which  the 
Kickapoos  had  a  rightful  claim,  and  which  the  United  States  had  pur- 
chased at  the  treaty  of  Edwardsville  the  summer  of  the  previous  year. 
The  boundaries  of  this  territory  embraced  all  of  the  Vermilion  country. 

In  less  than  a  month  after  the  treaty  was  consummated  at  Fort  Har- 
rison, the  Vermilion  was  explored  by  Joseph  Barron,  General  Harrison's 
interpreter  to  whom  roference  has  heretofore  been  raade.*^  Barron  later 
made  cji   affidavit  that  he  had  been  at  the  Vermilion  Salines  as  early  as 
the  year  1801,  md  that  he  was  again  at  the  sono   s-lt  sjicing  situated  on 
the  Big  Vermilion  River,  on  the  north  side,  about  one  and  a  half  miles 
above  the  old  Kickapoo  town  (which  then  had  been  forsaken)  a,t  the  con- 
fluence of  the  Iliddlc  Fork  and  Salt  Fork  in  the  County  of  Clark  on  Sep- 
tember 22,  1819.   The  affidavit  deposed  that  Barron  was  accorapajiicd  by 
Lambert  Bona,  Zachiariah  Cicott  (or  Shecott),  and  Truman  Blackman,  to- 
gether with  four  Shawnee  Indians  whom  Barron  had  engaged  to  go  with  him 
and  show  him  minerals  and  salt  springs.'^  Two  of  the  '.vhite  men.  Bona  and 


1.  3  U.S.S.L.  428. 

2.  L.1819.  p:  166. 

3.  Beckwith,  History  of  Vermilion  County,  p.  307,309. 

4.  Jones,  Vermilion  County,  Illinois,  p.  38.   Historians  of  Vermilion 
Co^lnty  disagree  on  the  number  of  Indiajis  v/ho  were  said  to  have  ac- 
companied Barron.   One  historian  gives  in  one  paragraph  the  number  as 
two  and  again  as  four;  still  aaiother  quotes  Barron's  affidavit  as  sr;^'- 
ing  there  were  four,  but  himself  averred  there  were  two. 
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Cicott,  were  said  to  have  been  French  traders  v?ho  vrere  also  familiar 
with  the  salines  and  other  features  of  the  Vermilion  country. 

The  General  Assembly  had  previously  enacted  a  law  to  encourage  the 
discovery  and  development  of  saline  water,  by  the  terms  of  which  any 
person  making  such  discoveries  should  have  the  exclusive  right  to  manu- 
facture salt  vathin  a  given  area.l  Interwoven  with  the  evolution  of 
Vermiiion  County  was  the  development  of  laws  governing  the  Illinois  sa- 
lines. In  the  winter  of  1799  and  1800,  'jTilliam  Henry  Harrison,  dele- 
gate to  Oongress  from  the  Northwest  Territory,  recommended  that  salt 
springs  and  salt  licks,  property  of  the  United  States  in  the  territory 
northwest  of  the  Ohio,  ought  to  be  leased  for  a  term  of  years.  He  cited 
that  the  salt  resources  were  being  exploited  by  private  individuals  and 
that  timber  within  the  area  was  being  wasted.  On  itorch  3,  1803,  Congress 
authorized  the  Secretary  of  the  Treasury  to  lease  the  salt  springs  and 
salt  licks  for  the  benefit  of  the  government.   By  this  time  Harrison  was 
Governor  of  the  Indiana  Territory,  and  he  leased  the  southern  Illinois 
salines  to  a  Captain  Bell  of  Lexington,  Kentucky.   By  act  of  Congress, 
March  26,  1804,  all  salt  springs,  wells  and  licks,  with  the  necessary 
land  adjacent  thereto,  were  reserved  from  sale  as  the  property  of  the 
United  States. ^  The  enabling  act  by  which  Illinois  was  authorized  to 
adopt  a  constitution  preparatory  to  statehood,  contained  seven  sections, 
the  sixth  of  '/rhich  in  part  four  conveyed  title  to  the  saline  lands  to  the 
nevf  state  in  the  following  words:  "All  salt  springs  within  such  state, 
and  the  land  reserved  for  the  use  of  the  same  shall  be  granted  to  the 
said  state,  for  the  use  of  said  state,  and  the  same  to  be  used  imder 
such  terms,  and  conditions,  and  regulations  as  the  legislature  of  the 
said  state  shall  direct;  provided  the  legislature  never  shall  sell, 
nor  lease  the  same  for  a  longer  period  than  ten  years  at  any  one  time,"'^ 

Barron's  party  located  the  springs  and  returned  to  Fort  Harrison 
that  Barron  might  make  the  necessary  record  of  his  discovery,  and  apply 
for  the  right  to  develop  it.  However,  it  was  Truman  Blackman,  a  member 
of  Barron's  party,  who  through  treachery,  organized  a  party  without  the 
knowledge  or  sanction  of  the  real  and  rightful  claimant  to  the  salines, 
and  went  back  to* take  possession  of  them.  The  party  formed  comprised, 
besides  Blackman,  his  brother  Remember,  Seymore  Treat,  Peter  Allen, 
Francis  Wiitcomb,  and  two  brothers,  George  and  Dan  Beckwith,  v^o  did  not 
start  vri.th  the  others  from  Fort  Harrison,  but  joined  them  on  the  vmy  at 
North  Arm  Prairie  vihere   they  were  living  with  Jonathan  Mayo.  The  Beck- 
withs  had  come  from  New  York  state  three  years  previous  to  this  time  and 


1,  L.1319,  p.  114.  Mote:  The  Governor  was  authorized  to  lease  to  any 
person,  persons  or  company,  any  quantity  of  land  not  exceeding  one 
section,  at  any  one  place  within  the  state  for  the  purpose  specified, 
"provided  said  lease  did  not  affect  in  any  way  the  rights  of  any  in- 
dividuals, nor  Indians,  nor  extend  to  a  longer  period  than  ten  years." 

2,  George  W,  Smith,  "The  Salines  of  Southern  Illinois"  in  Transactions  of 
Illinois  State  Historical  Society  1904  (Springfield:  Phillips  Bros., 
State  Printers,  1904),  IX,  248. 

3,  Ibid.,  p.  249. 
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located  in  Vigo  County,  Indiana,  coning  to  North  Arm  Prairie  in  181S. 
Blackman's  party  encamped  October  3I.  1819.  on  the  3ig  Vernilion,  at  a 
place  where  there  was  no  vegetation.   Investigation  showed  that  the 
soil  was  saturated  with  brackish  water.  Peter  Allen  later  wrote  that 
the  Indians  had  sunk  curbs  of  bark  into  the  soil  for  the  purpose  of  ob- 
taining salt  water.   The  party  tested  the  saline  water  by  boiling  it  in 
a  kettle  brought  along  for  the  purpose;  they  found  that  about  two  gal- 
lons of  water  made  four  ounces  of  good  clear  salt.   An  experimental 
well  was  dug  and  water  from  this  well  contained  a  larger  percent  of  salt. 

Blackman  made  an  agreement  i^ith  Treat,  Whitcomb,  and  the  Bectoviths 
that  they  should  be  recognized  as  partners  in  the  discovery  of  the  salt 
springs,  and  that  each  should  pay  his  portion  of  the  expenses  of  their 
development.   One  of  the  Beckiviths  and  Whitcomb  were  left  in  charge  of 
the  springs  and  the  others  in  the  party  returned  to  Fort  Harrison  to 
procure  a  team,  tools,  and  provisions  and  to  move  Treat's  family  to  the 
Vermilion  salines.   The  latter  part  of  November,  I8I9,  Treat  returned, 
coming  up  the  Wabash  and  Vermilion  rivers  in  a  pirogue,  with  tools,  pro- 
visions, and  his  wife  and  children.   A  cabin  was  built  of  small  logs  for 
the  shelter  of  Treat's  family;  it  was  about  fourteen  feet  square  with 
one  room.   This  was  the  first  white  settlement  in  the  Vermilion  country. 
Blackman  made  application  in  his  own  name  to  the  Governor  for  perm.it  to 
manufacture  salt,  and  thus  proved  as  dishonest  with  his  comoanions  as  he 
had  been  with  Barron.   Complaint  was  entered  by  the  other  men  as  well  as 
by  Barron.   On  December  I3,  1822,  the  conflicting  claimants  settled  their 
differences  at  Vandalia  before  Governor  Shadrach  Bond  in  an  agreement 
which  defined  the  shares  of  each.   In  the  meantime,  several  rolls  "ere 
surJc,  one  hy  the  Beck\-iths  and  Whitcomb  at  their  own  expense.   Before 
Governor  Bond  could  aoorove  ^plications  to  lease  the  salines,  he  had 
to  obtain  from  the  Federal  government  the  express  designation  and  for- 
mal reservation  of  lands  for  the  Vermilion  Salines. ^ 


1.  Jones,  Vernilion  County,  Illinois,  p.  37,38,U2,U3,57, 58;  Beckwith, 
History  of  Vernilion  County,  p.  309~13- 

2.  Clint  Clay  Tilton,  "John  W.  Vance  and  the  Vermilion  Salines"  in 
Transactions  of  the  Illinois  Historical  Society,  193^  (Springfield, 
Illinois),  Publication  38,  p.  157>158.   Hereinafter  referred  to  as 
Tilton,  Transactions,  193^-   Note:  President  James  Monroe  on  March 
26,  182U,  proclaimed  the  tract  to  embrace  forty-one  sections  in 
Township  I9  north,  ranges  12  and  I3  west,  embracing  2U,869  acres. 
This  area  embraced  section  I6,  which  in  every  township  h?.d  been 
granted  to  the  state  for  the  use  of  the  inhabitants  in  such  township 
for  the  use  of  schools.   Later  Governor  Edward  Coles  successfully 
negotiated  the  presidential  consent  to  change  the  school  section  of 
this  particular  township  to  section  28.   N\imerous  affidavits  and 
letters  concerning  the  discovery  of  the  salines  and  claims  made  by 
interested  parties,  together  with  the  Governor's  correspondence 
with  respect  to  sam.e,  provide  authentic  data  for  the  fixing  of  dates 
and  supplying  other  material  relative  to  the  first  white  settlement 
in  Vermilion  County.   They  ,arc  to  be  found  in  the  state  archives. 
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Vermilion's  First  Industry 

Thus  was  begun  the  first  industry  in  what  was  in  a  few  years  to 
become  Vermilion  County.   Salt  manufacturing  increased  but  not  in 
sufficient  quantity  to  supply  the  growing  demand.   In  the  spring  of 
1824  the  salt  works  were  leased  to  Major  John  W.  Vance,  who  broiight 
twenty-four  large  iron  kettles  from  Louisville,  Kentucky,  in  a  bateau 
down  the  Ohio  to  the  mouth  of  the  Wabash  and  thence  up  that  stream  to 
the  Vermilion  as  far  as  the  mouth  of  Stony  Creek,  about  four  miles 
southeast  of  where  Danville  now  is.  The  boat  was  left  there  and  the 
kettles  were  hauled  by  ox  teams  to  their  destination.  The  capacity 
of  the  springs  soon  justified  the  increase  of  the  number  of  kettles 
to  eighty,  each  holding  one  hundred  gallons.  A  furnace  was  built  of 
stone  at  a  bench  of  the  hill  near  the  wells,  and  the  kettles  were  set 
in  a  doable  row.  It  took  a  hundred  gallons  of  water  from  the  wells  to 
make  a  bushel  of  salt.  From  80  to  100  bushels  was  a  good  week' s  run. 
The  state  kept  the  Saline  Reserves  until  1829,  when  in  accordmce  with 
an  act  providing  for  the  sale  of  the  Vermilion  Saline  reserve,  they 
passed  from  the  ownership  of  the  state;  but  before  they  could  be  sold 
the  Federal  government  had  to  give  consent  to  their  sale.^  The  salt 
works  were  an  industry  for  many  years  afterward. 

One  of  the  historical  ironies  with  which  the  record  of  all  prog- 
ress ia  replete,  was  that  v/ithin  300  feet  of  the  Old  Salt  Works  fur- 
nace there  was  an  outcropping  of  coal.  Major  Vance  employed  three  men 
to  cut  wood  for  the  fires,  not  knowing  coal  was  fuel.  Vance  was  a 
brother  of  ex-governor  Joseph  C.  Vsince  of  Ohio.   The  two  were  partners 
when  the  former  secured  control  of  the  salines.  The  Salt  Works  were 
located  about  four  miles  west  of  Danville,  in  the  river  bottoms  just 
south  of  the  Salt  Springs  marker  on  highway  route  10.  Clint  Clay  Til- 
ton,  Vermilion  County  historian  and  editor,  holds  the  original  deed 
for  the  80  acres  on  which  the  Salt  Works  were  located.  When  the  state 
sold  the  reservation  that  particular  tract  was  bought  jointly  by  Major 
Vance,  Gurdon  S.  Hubbard,  and  United  States  Senator  Samuel  McRoberts.2 

First  Settlers 

The  way  was  now  cleared  for  the  land-hungry  people  of  the  East,  and 
for  the  restless  with   pioneering  qualities.  Pioneers  are  a  distinct  and 
often  a  peculiar  people;  they  are  not  commonly  found,  nor  widely  dis- 
tributed. The  building  of  the  West  was  their  achievement  more  than  it 
was  of  people  whose  najnes  are  familiar  in  American  history.   Settlers  in- 
creased in  number.  James  D.  Butler  came  from  Clark  County,  Ohio,  and 


1.  R.L.1827,  p.  353;  Jones,  History  of  Vermilion  County,  p.  47. 

2.  Correspondence  of  Clint  Clay  Tilton  of  Danville,  who  is  the  maternal 
grandson  of  Major  Vance.  Note:  Jones  in  her  history  of  Vermilion 
County  (see  page  45)  locates  these  springs  on  the  north  side  of  the 
river  and  about  six  miles  west  of  Danville. 


-  49  - 
Historical  Sketch 


took  up  a  claim,  or  squatted,  just  west  of  Catlin  before  the  land  was 
surveyed.  He  had  cone  from  Vermont  "before  settling  in  Ohio.  Butler 
iDuilt  a  cabin  and  put  in  crops  a.id  then  returned  to  Ohio.  The  next 
spring  he  brought  his  family  with  him  to  his  claim  that  was  isolated 
from  the  few  people  who  then  lived  in  the  region.   With  Eutler  on  his 
first  trip  had  come  t\70  or  three  neighbors;  they  also  wont  back  to 
Ohio,  but  declined  to  return  with  him  and  mako  their  home  in  a  region 
where  they  feared  they  '-'ould  be  at  the  mercy  of  the  bpjads  of  Indians 
the::  roving  the  region.   Butler's  ncoxest  neighbor  was  Henry  Johnson 
who  lived  on  the  Little  Vermilion,  and  the  Treat  family  who  lived  at 
the  Salt  Works.   The  loneliness  and  uncertainty  of  life  among  the 
Indians  in  this  faraway  place  beyond  civilization,  was  more  than  some 
of  these  would-be  pioneers  could  face.   The  n-ombers  who  gave  up  the 
fight  on  the  frontier  have  not  always  been  reported.   The  written  rec- 
ord is  mostly  of  those  v:hose  mental  and  physical  fortitude  enabled  them 
to  endure  the  hardships  of  life  demanded  in  conquest  of  the  wilderness. 

Mthin  a  few  years,  Butler's  claim  becrjne  an  important  sottler.ent 
and  was  conspicuous  in  the  affairs  of  the  early  days  of  the  section. 
Robert  Trickle,  John  Light,  Asa  Elliott,  ?Jid  Hr.rvoy  Luddington  cams  to 
the  settlement,  which  became  kncvn  as  Butler's  Point,  v;hcre  in  after 
years  a.  solitary  oak  tree  stood  out  as  a  sentinel  and  a  land  maxk  that 
served  as  u   guide  to  travelers  crossing  the  prairies.   "Butler's  Lone 
Tree"  and  Butler's  Point  were  to  figure  in  the  settlement  of  Vermilion 
County  almost  as  much  as  the  Salt  Works.   Frrjicis  Whitcomb  moved  from 
the  Salt  Works  to  Butler's  Point,  mr.rried,  ajad  made  it  his  home  for 
m?iiy  years,  living  there  vmtil  late  in  life  when  he  moved  farther  west. 
All  evidence  of  there  having  been  a  settlement  at  Btitlor's  Point  has 
now  disr.ppeared;  nevertheless,  it  is  historical  ground.-^ 

Lewis  Bailey  ma.de  a  cleaning  in  the  timber  some  six  miles  west  of 
the  Sr.lt  Works  about  two  years  after  Butler's  Point  was  settled. 
Bailey  sold  this  land  to  Harvey  Luddington  for  whom  the  little  nearby 
stream  was  named  "Luddington's  Branch";  it  is  now  called  Stony  Creek, 
the  second  streaxi  of  that  name  within  the  co^'ontj'-  limits.   Henry  Johnson 
begaji  a  settlement  two  miles  west  of  present-day  Georgetown  by  building 
a  cabin  on  a  section,  afterv.-ards  called  Jolinson's  Point.   Absolom  Starr, 
Johnson's  brother-in-lavf,  joined  him  the  following  year;  also  another 
brother-in-law  'oy   the  name  of  Barnes  came  to  the  settlement.   Jotham 
Lyons  located  on  land  just  west  of  Johnson's  Point  and  John  Jordon 
settled  a  little  east.   Starr  ha.d  come  from  Palestine  (Crawford  County) 
where  the  land  office  was  located.   He  selected  a  tract  which  he 
thought  he  wanted  and  then  v/ent  back  to  Palestine  where  he  raised  corn 
ajid  wheat  enough  in  the  season  of  1821  to  last  him  and  his  family  for 
a  year.  He  then  brought  his  family  to  Johnson's  Point,  where  he  built 
a.  cabin.   Johnson  \7r0te  a  letter  to  William  Lo\fery,  the  member  of  the 


1.   Jones,  Vermilion  Co^ant;'-,  Illinois,  p.  58,59. 


-  50  - 
Historical  Sketch 


legislature  from  Clark  County  at  that  time,  in  which  the  date  of  the 
beginning  of  the  settlement  was  fixed  as  "Achilles  Township,  November 
22,  1822."! 

John  Hoag  and  Samuel  Munnell  began  a  settlement  north  of  the 
Little  Vermilion,  the  year  Henry  Johnson  settled  south  of  that  stream. 
This  settlement  was  just  south  of  the  present  village  of  Indianola. 
William  Swank  came  to  this  section  in  1820,  and  his  farm  included  a 
part  of  the  village  of  Indisoiola.  Alexander  McDonald  cane  here  in 
1822,  and  with  his  father-in-law  entered  much  land  in  this  community, 
which  became  known  as  the  McDonald  Nei^borhood.2 

Benjamin  Brooks  came  from  Indiana  and  selected  a  place  on  the 
Little  Vermilion  for  his  future  home;  he  returned  to  Indiana  to  bring 
his  family,  and  while  gone  a  certain  Spence  squatted  on  his  land.  Benja- 
min Canady,  a  tinker  and  peddler  from  Tennessee,  had  settled  on  land 
farther  north  where  he  let  the  Brooks  family  have  land  on  which  to 
build  a  cabin.  During  the  first  years  of  Vermilion  County  this  loca- 
tion was  known  as  Brooks'  Point,  a  place  later  known  r.s  Kelleyville. 
Robert  Cotton  rjid  Thomas  O'Neal  also  crjne  to  this  neighborhood. 
O'Neal  was  from  Nelson  County,  Kentucky,  ?nd  entered  land  in  1821  at 
Brooks'  Point,  ner,r  the  Big  V.2rmilion  and  Grapo  Creek.  His  son,  James 
O'Neal,  was  the  first  white  child  born  (April  20,  1822)  in  what  is  now 
Vermilion  Co\inty.3  The  community  at  the  time  was  in  the  jurisdiction 
of  Clark  County.   Subel  Ellis,  James  Ogden,  and  John  and  Lewis  Hitter 
settled  in  a  neighborhood  called  Morgan's,  just  south  of  Brooks'  Point. 
Jacob  Brazelton  settled  just  north  of  them.  Achilles  Morgan  of  Virgin- 
ia, came  bringing  with  him  two  daughters  and  their  husbands,  Henry  Mar- 
tin and  George  Brock;  they  located  at  first  near  Brooks'  Point,  but 
afterwards  settled  on  land  about  three  miles  west  of  Georgetown,  v^ich 
location  came  to  be  known  as  Morgan's  Place.  Morgan's  name  was  after- 
wards associated  with  public  affairs  of  Vermilion  County  for  many  years. 
Descendants  of  this  family  are  still  to  be  found  in  the  county.  Mrs. 
Sixdie  Martin  Tugglc,  vrife  of  Larkin  A.  Tuggle,  county  superintendent  of 
schools,  istthe  daughter  of  Dr.  Franklin  rjid  Amrjid-'.  Hewitt  Martin.  Dr. 
Martin  was  the  grandson  of  Henry  Martin,  whose  wife  was  Mary  Morgan, 
the  daughter  of  Achilles  Morgan. 4 

An  vmcle  of  Absolora  and  Barnett  Starr,  both  pioneers  and  among  the 
earliest  settlers,  caime  from  the  northern  part  of  Edgar  County  and 
bought  880  acres  of  land  through  which  the  Little  Vermilion  River  flowed. 
Starr  lived  in  Palestine  and  there  bought  much  land  lor  speculation. 


1.  Achilles  Township  evidently  embraced  the  whole  territory  of  Clark 
County  watered  by  the  two  Vermilion  Rivers  and  extending  as  fax  north 
as  the  Kankakee  River. 

2.  Jones,  Vermilion  Covinty,  Illinois,  p.  59. 

3.  Ibid. 

4.  Ibid.,  p.  59,60. 
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thro-ugh  the  land  office.  He  traded  the  880  acres  to  John  Myers  for 
80  acres  of  land  in  Ohio.   Myers,  who  was  known  as  "Injun  John"  for 
his  strongly  frontier  characteristics,  on  his  way  to  Illinois  offered 
his  hrother-in-law,  Joseph  Frazier,  a  quarter  section  of  the  new  land 
if  he  v/ould  come  with  him,  to  which  Frazier  agreed.   Simon  Cox  came  to 
this  same  section  and  entered  land.   He  and  l>^-ers  attempted  to  build  a 
mill;  they  first  tried  a  water  mill  and  then  they  put  in  steam;  but  as 
neither  rras  a  millwright  they  did  not  succeed,  even  with  the  help  of 
Peter  Surniac.   Moses  3radshaw  came  to  the  same  neighborhood  but  stcyod 
only  a  short  time.   The  Richmond  fajnily  was  another  of  the  casualties 
of  the  frontier;  they  lived  in  the  region  one  winter  a.nd  summer  aiid 
then  moved  on;l  apparently  settlements  were  too  dense  for  those  and 
other  pioneers  v;ho  declined  to  live  close  enough  to  neighbors  to  hear 
the  report  of  their  shotguns. 

John  Malsby  built  a  cabin  in  1320  where  Vermilion  Grove  was  later 
located.   Malsby  was  discouraged  by  the  wild  newness  of  the  country  -rnd 
returned  to  his  old  home  in  Richmond,  Indiana.   'When  John  Haworth  came 
with  his  young  family,  originally  from  Tennessee,  he  found  shelter  al- 
ready provided  in  the  Malsby  cabin.   Haworth,  who  v/as  a  Qj-ialcer,  had 
come  from  the  South  to  get  away  from  the  institution  of  slavery.  He  en- 
tered several  hundred  axres  of  land  about  Vermilion  C-rove,  but  did  not 
hold  it  for  himself,  nor  sell  it  a.t  high  prices;  rather,  he  sold  the 
land  at  reasonable  prices  to  those  whom  he  thought  would  make  good  neigh- 
bors. Haworth' s  uncle,  George,  soon  came  to  the  neighborhood,  and  to- 
gether with  brothers  OJid.   descendaaits  made  the  najne  a  respected  one  in  the 
history  of  Vermilion  County.   This  fpjnily  constituted  the  beginnings  of 
the  Society  of  Friends  (Quakers)  in  Illinois.   Henry  Canady  came  from 
Tennessee  in  1821  and  built  a  cabin  one-half  mile  west  of  where  the  Ver- 
milion Grove  station  now  is,  but  his  five  sons  insisted  on  returning  to 
their  home  state;  however,  they  soon  returned  to  Illinois  to  settle  down 
and  make  the  new  country  their  home.   On  the  first  trip  they  had  brought 
some  hogs,  which,  v;hen  they  went  back  were  turned  loose  in  the  woods  smd 
became  v/ild.   After  that  wild  hogs  wore  included  in  the  game  of  hixnters 
for  some  years. ^ 

John  Hills,  a  native  of  North  Carolina  and  a.  member  of  the  Society 
of  Friends,  settled  among  the  Indians  and  wild  animals  and  entered  four 
and  one-fourth  sections  of  land.   He  built  a  log  ca.bin  with  a  puncheon 
floor,  a.  great  fireplace  in  one  end  of  the  room  with  a  stick  and  clcy 
chimney  outside,  rjid  a  clrpboard  roof.   The  house  contained  only  one 
room,  and  a  loft  v;hore  the  sons  slept.   The  nearest  trading  post  was  Terrc 
Haute,  Indiana.   Deer  v/ere  numerous  and  settlers  were  able  to  kill  them 
from  their  cabin  doors.   Tlie  wolves  made  the  night  dismal  with  their  howl- 
ing, and  the  chickens,  pigs,  and  sheep  had  to  be  securely  housed  to  pro- 
tect them  from  the  wolves.   There  were  James  Haworth,  brother  of  John 
Haworth  and  father  of  eleven  children,  a_nd  Alexander  McDonald  who  moved 


1.  Jones,  Vermilion  County,  Illinois,  p.  59,60. 

2.  Ibid.,  p.  60,51. 
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to  the  timber  of  the  Little  Vermilion  in  1822  -  his  neirrhbors  ■'.vere 
mostly  Indians,  bears,  panthers,  wild  cats,  and  other  wild  creatures 
of  which  the  woods  were  full. 

The  majority  of  the  settlers  of  the  region  came  from  the  South, 
some  came  from  Ohio  and  a  few  from  farther  east,  A  large  number  v;ere 
adherents  of  the  faith  of  the  Society  of  Friends,  vrho  were  concerned  in 
escaping  the  institution  of  slavery  in  southern  states.  The  motives 
which  influenced  others  were  as  varied  as  the  directions  from  which 
they  came.  Some  saw  a  future  through  the  salt  industry,  some  in  the 
fur  trade,  and  still  others  in  the  fertile  land  which  vi&s   theirs  for 
little  more  than  t!ie  takinr-,  and  yet  others  came  filled  with  the 
passion  for  adventure  alon6,  I'ost  of  them  clung  to  the  timber  for  a 
decade;  they  ".vere  afraid  of  the  prairie,  were  cure  no  one  could  live 
away  from  the  timber,  and  that  the  prairie  was  fit  only  as  range  for 
their  cattle, ^ 


Vermilion  Coun-t^' 

Civil  Government  Est,ablished 

'ifThile  the  Vermilion  country  was  being  settled,  the  County  of  Clark 
was  further  reduced  in  area,  and  Edjjar  County  v/as  orj^raiiized,  January  3, 
1823,  with  Paris  as  the  county  seat.  The  Vermilion  country  vras  a  part 
of  the  territory  attached  to  Edgar  County,  Within  throe  years  this  at- 
tached territory  had  so  increased  in  population  that  Venr.ilion  County 
v;as  organized.  In  the  meantime,  Seymoro  Treat  and  Dan  W,  Beckwith  had 
moved  from  the  Old  Salt  Works  to  a  location  on  the  North  Fork,  later 
called  Denmark.  Treat  built  a  mill  there  and  operated  it  for  some  time. 
He  was  also  justice  of  the  peace  while  the  comrtunity  was  a  part  of  the 
unorganized  territory  of  Edgar  County,  and  -.Thile  so  serving  performed 
the  first  marriage  ceremony  in  the  region,   Boclcwith  opened  a  trading 
store  in  Denmark  where  ho  exchanged  goods  with  tho  Lidinns  for  their 
furs. 

An  act  establishing  Vermilion  County  was  approved  by  the  Fourth 
Illinois  General  Assembly  on  January  18,  1826.3  There  \7ere  nine  sec- 
tions in  the  act,  which  covered  the  essential  phases  of  authoriza- 
tion for  the  creation  and  organization  of  a  new  co\inty  unit  of  state 
administration  under  the  Constitution  of  1318.  Neither  in  the  act, 
nor  in  the  early  records  of  the  budding  county  is  there  any  informa- 
tion about  who  or  what  groupings  of  citizens  in  the  territory'  had  pre- 
pared the  way  for  the  act  of  establishment.   Some  political  expression 
of  the  intention  must  have  arisen  perforce  r^jnong  tho  ocrly  settlers 


1.  Jones,  Vgrmilion  County,  Illinois,  p.  60,61, 

2.  Ibid.,  p.  60-62. 

3.  L.1825.  p.  50-52. 
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then  spread  out  along  the  two  Vermilion  Rivers.   Agreement  had  already- 
been  reached  over  the  nane  the  new  coiinty  was  to  bear.   It  was  to  be 
Vermilion  County,  and  the  home  of  James  D.  Butler  at  Butler' s  Point 
was  to  be  the  assembling  place  for  the  first  tern  of  the  county  com- 
nJssioners'  court,  and  the  place  for  holding  the  election  of  county 
officers  specified  in  the  act.   The  officers  were  one  sheriff,  one 
coroner,  and  three  county  commissioners.   That  the  leaders  of  the  move- 
ment to  form  the  new  county  were  among  those  who  participated  in  the 
early  administration  of  its  affairs,  seems  likely  since  they  were 
those  whose  economic  and  social  interests  were  most  concerned  with  the 
undertaking. 

The  act  of  establishment  fixed  the  western  boundary  of  the  county 
some  ten  miles  west  of  its  present  position  and  the  northern  line  about 
six  miles  south  of  what  is  now  the  line  between  Vermilion  and  Iroq;uois 
counties.   The  eastern  line  was  the  Indiana  state  line  and  the  southern 
bovuidary  was  the  northern  line  of  Edgar  County  as  it  is  today. -^  John 
Boyd  and  Joel  Phelps  of  Crawford  County,  and  Samuel  Prevo  of  Clark 
County  were  named  in  the  act  as  commissioners  to  fix  the  permanent  seat 
of  justice,  or  county  seat.   They,  too,  were  to  meet  at  the  house  of 
Janes  Butler  on  the  second  Monday  of  the  month  of  March  next  or  within 
five  days  thereafter.   They  were  to  be  sworn  before  some  justice  of  the 
peace  of  the  state,  and  were  to  "faithfully  take  into  view  the  conven- 
ience of  the  people,  the  situation  of  the  settlement,  with  an  eye  to 
the  future  population,  cind  the  eligibility  of  the  place,"  and  were  to 
proceed  to  explore  and  carefully  examine  the  county,  and  determine  on 
and  designate  the  permanent  seat  of  justice.   The  act  restricted  the 
location  of  the  county  seat  to  land  which  the  proprietors  would  give 
and  convey  by  a  deed  of  general  warranty.   It  was  to  be  a  quantity  of 
land  in  a  square  form,  or  mot  more  than  twice  as  long  as  wide,  not  less 
than  twenty  acres,  and  was  to  be  laid  out  in  lots,  and  sold  by  the  coun- 
ty conmissioners  for  the  Touroose  of  erecting  public  buildings,  and  for 
the  general  interest  of  the  county.   If  the  proprietor  of  the  land  se- 
lected declined  to  make  the  donation  required  in  the  act,  then  the  com- 
missioners were  to  fix  the  county  seat  upon  the  land  of  some  person  "ho 
would  make  the  required  donation.   The  commissioners  ^ere  to  make  a  cer^ 
tified  report  of  their  findings  to  the  next  county  commissioners'  court. ^ 


1.  L.1826,  p.  50.   "Be  it  enacted  by  the  people  of  the  State  of  Illinois, 
represented  in  the  General  Assembly,  that  all  that  tract  of  country 
within  the  following  bo\inds,  to  "it:  Beginning  on  the  state  line  be- 
tween Illinois  and  Indiana,  at  the  northeast  corner  of  Edgar  County; 
thence  west  with  the  line  dividing  townships  number  sixteen  and  seven- 
teen, to  the  southwest  corner  of  township  seventeen  north  of  range  ten 
east  of  the  third  principal  meridiain;  thence  north  to  the  northwest  of 
township  twenty-two  north;  thence  east  to  the  state  line;  thence  south 
with  the  sta.te  line  to  the  place  of  beginning,  shall  constitute  a  sep- 
arate county  to  be  called  Vermilion.  " 

2.  Ibid. ,  p.  51. 
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In  the  event  that  the  commissioners  should  fix  on  a  location,  the 
land  of  which  was  within  the  bounds  of  the  Saline  Reservatioa,  or  a 
tract  of  land  iriiich  had  not  been  offered  for  sale,  on  the  Big  Vermilion 
River,  then,  they  were  to  make  report  £ind  specify  the  quarter  or  half- 
quarter  section  to  the  county  commissioners  who  were  to  proceed  to  pur- 
chase the  same  in  their  names  for  use  of  the  county. ^  The  commissioners 
were  to  receive  in  specie  or  its  equivalent  in  state  paper  one  dollar 
per  day  for  every  d.-:^  they  were  necessarily  employed  in  locating  the 
seat  of  government. 

Vermilion  County  wr.s  ple-ced  in  the  fifth  judicial  district,  md. 
courts  were  to  be  held  therein  on  the  fourth  Monday  in  May  and  Novem- 
ber. The  election  provided  for  was  to  be  held  on  the  first  Monday  of 
March  next  (1825).  The  clerk  of  the  circuit  court,  and  if  thero  be 
none,  then  the  recorder  or  judge  of  probate,  was  to  give  fifteen  days 
notice  previous  to  the  election,  and  was  to  appoint  the  judges  and 
clerks  of  the  election.  The  clerk  of  the  circuit  co'rt,  the  recorder 
or  judge  of  the  probate  was  to  receive  and  open  the  election  returns  in 
the  presence  of  two  justices  of  the  peace;  and  they  jointly  were  to  give 
certificates  of  election  to  the  persons  elected  commissioners,  and  cer- 
tificates to  the  sheriff  and  coroner  to  be  forwarded  to  the  Governor. 2 

The  coonty  was  attached  to  the  electoral  district  composed  of  the 
counties  of  Clark  -.uad  Sdgar,  and  was  to  vote  in  conjunction  with  those 
counties  in  all  elections  excepting  for  coimty  offices.  All  that  terri- 
tory outside  the  county  boxindaries,  said  lying  east  of  range  six  east  of 
the  third  principal  meridian,  west  and  north  of  Vermilion  County,  as  far 
north  as  the  Illinois  and  Kankakee  rivers,  was  attached  to  the  county 
for  all  county  purposes. 3 

The  official  life  of  the  county  began  at  Butler's  Point  with  the 
holding  of  the  coi-imissioners'  court  at  the  residence  of  James  Butler, 
March  6,  1826.  The  election  having  been  held  on  the  first  Monday  of 
March,  the  court  convened  immediately  following  the  election.  James 
Butler  and  Achilles  Morgan,  commissioners-elect,  and  Jacob  Brazelton 
and  Asa  Elliott,  justices  of  the  peace-elect  in  and  for  said  county, 
produced  certificates  of  their  boing  duly  elected,  together  with  a 
certificate  of  their  having  taken  nn  oath  to  support  the  Constitution 
of  the  United  Stc.tes,  and  the  Constitution  of  the  State,  ?>Jid  also  the 
oath  of  office,  according  to  law.^  "Thereupon  a  county  commissioners' 
court  was  holden  for  Vermilion  County  at  the  house  of  James  Butler  in 
said  county,"  stated  the  minutes  of  that  first  court.  One  of  the  trans- 
actions was  the  appointment  of  Amos  Williajns  as  clerk  of  the  court, 
"he  having  been  qualified  and  given  bond  .-md  security  according  to  the 


1.  L.1826,  p.  53. 

2.  Ibid. 

3.  Ibid. 

4.  Supervisors'  Record,  v.  A,  p.  1. 
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law.  "1  Before  the  cotirt  adjourned  that  first  session,  Charles  Martin 
was  apt)Ointed  a  consta-hle  in  and  for  the  county.   The  court  adjourned 
until  it  should  be  notified  by  the  cleric  that  the  cocimis  si  oners  appoin- 
ted to  locate  the  seat  of  justice  vrere  ready  to  make  return  of  their 
findings. 

The  j^pearance  of  Amos  Williams  at  this  meeting  of  the  commission- 
ers' court  had  been  prearr^yiged.   V^illiams  v?as  one  of  the  prominent 
makers  of  Venailion  County;  he  had  com.e  from  Pennsylvania  and  had  set- 
tled in  Paris,  Edgar  Countj'-,  '^here  he  served  as  clerk  of  the  court  and 
surveyor;  he  had  surveyed  and  -platted  Paris.   J,  B.  Alexander,  who  was 
one  of  the  newly  elected  commissioners,  though  he  waB  not  present  at 
its  first  session,  had  been  living  in  Paris  and  knew  T^illiams.   It  was 
not  easy  to  find  among  the  settlers  men  qualified  to  fill  the  positions 
opened  by  the  org.ani?,ation  of  the  new  county,  and  the  commissioners  in- 
duced Williams  to  come  to  Vermilion  County.   William.s  had  just  married 
a  daughter  of  Judge  Shaw  of  Paris.   Another  daughter  of  the  judge  later 
became  the  wife  of  Dan  W.  Beck'ith.   Williams'  name,  like  that  of  Beck- 
with's,  was  to  become  interwoven  with  the  development  of  the  co\mty 
which  he  adopted  as  his  permanent  home  in  the  West.   As  the  clerk  of  the 
court  in  Edgar  County  he  was  legally  qualified  to  meet  the  terms  of  the 
act  of  establishment,  such  as  appointing  judges  of  election  and  func- 
tioning as  clerk  of  the  circuit  court. 2 

The  first  term  of  the  circuit  court  was  to  be  held  in  Mcy;  hence 
the  board  of  coxinty  commissioners  selected  the  grand  jurors  who  were  to 
serve. 3  On  March  18,  1826,  the  commissioners  held  another  court  at  the 
house  of  Janes  Butler.   This  time  Achilles  Morgan  and  John  B.  Alexander 
were  present.   Commissioner  James  Butler  was  absent.   The  first  act  of 
the  court,  spread  in  the  minutes  of  this  meeting,  was  that  of  dividing 
the  county  into  civil  townships.   All  that  part  of  the  county  lying  south 
of  the  center  of  (survey)  township  eighteen  north  was  called  Carroll  Town- 
ship, and  all  that  tract  of  country  lying  north  of  (survey)  township 
eighteen  north  was  designated  Ripley  Township.   The  use  of  the  township 
as  a  territorial  division  of  the  county  was  evidently  a  aonvenience  re- 
sorted to  by  these  pioneers,  some  of  whom  had  been  accustomed  to  it  as 
an  institution  of  public  administration  in  the  New  England  states. 
Early  American  settlers  in  Illinois  came  mostly  from  Virginia,  Kentucky, 
and  the  Carolinas,  and  they  preferred  the  county  system  of  government  with 
which  they  were  familiar,  and  which  the  Gonstitution  of  1818  provided. 
Emigrants  from  the  New  England  and  Middle  Atlantic  states  favored  the 
township-county  system  which  prevailed  in  the  states  from  which  they 
came.   The  option  of  local  government  under  county  or  township  organiza- 
tion was  later  constitutionalized. 

At  once  these  public  servants  undertook  to  safeguard  the  school 


1.  Supervisors'  Record,  v.  A.,  p.  1. 

2.  Ibid. 

3.  Ibid. ,  p.  2. 
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lands,  and  also  to  conply  with  the  state  legislation  on  the  subject. 
Three  trustees  of  school  lands  vrere  to  be  appointed  in  each  (survey) 
tovmship  by  the  county  commissioners'  court;-  and  forthwith  trustees 
wore  appointed  for  each  of  two  sections  numbered  16,  kno^vn  as  school 
sections.   Timber  thieves  wore  prevalent  and  they  mado  forays  on  school 
lands  for  timber.  The  trustees  v.-ere  concerned  with  the  sale  and  loasing 
of  school  lands,  as  well  as  othonvise  safeguarding  the  interest  of  the 
public  in  them.  There  was  nothing,  hov.'soever  small,  to  be  done  in  putting 
Vermilion  County  into  effective  administrative  order  that  was  overlooked 
by  these  founding  fathers  of  the  new  county.  V/ith  meticulous  care  they 
made  the  county  an  efficient  unit  of  state  government. 

'Villiara  Reed  was  appointed  assessor  for  the  county,  Absolom  Starr 
was  apnointod  consteble  for  the  new  Tovvnship  of  Carroll,  and  John  Light 
constable  for  Ripley  To^wnship.  Vfilliam  Bowon,  Jesse  Gilbert,  and  Thomas 
O'Neal  were  appointed  as  fence  vievrers  in  Ripley  Tovmship.  John  Kills, 
Isaac  R.  Moores,  and  Samuel  Ilundell  were  appointed  as  fence  viewers  for 
Carroll  Township.  And  then  as  true  builders  and  organizers  of  frontier 
life,  these  county  fathers  looked  to  the  care  of  those  whose  tide  of 
fortune  had  turned  against  them  in  the  ^^rilderness,  v/here  "milk  sickness" 
and  the  fever  and  ague  oftentimes  laid  whole  settlements  low  in  a  plague 
that  cursed  domestic  animals  as  well  as  human  beings.  The  comirdssioners 
appointed  George  'Vare  and  Isaac  Gov/en  as  overseers  of  the  poor  in  Ripley 
Township;  and  Henry  Johnson  and  James  McClure  to  the  same  service  in  Car- 
roll Township, 

Locating  the  County  Seat 

In  accordance  vdth  the  act  cf  establishment,  the  comriissionfirs  ap- 
pointed to  locate  the  county  seat  of  justice  appeared  in  court  and  made 
the  following  report:  "State  of  Illinois,  Vermilion  County,  vre  the  un- 
dersigned commissioners  appointed  to  locate  the  perranont  seat  of  justice 
in  and  for  said  county,  do  hereby  report  that  the  east  half  of  the  south- 
east quarter  of  section  seventeen  in  township  nineteen  north  of  range 
twelve  west  is  the  most  eligible  place  agreeable  to  an  act  entitled  'an 
act  establishing  Vermilion  County,'  given  under  our  hands  and  seals  at 
the  house  of  James  Butler  in  said  county,  this  18th  day  of  1/iarch,  A,D., 
1826«   (Signed)  John  Boyd,  Jcel  Phelps,  Sam  Prevc."  The  report  \ms  or- 
dered entered  on  record  and  filed  in  the  clerk's  office.  They  had  lo- 
cated the  county  seat  some  six  miles  west  of  the  North  Fork  of  the  Big 
Vermilion  River  and  a  short  distance  south  of  the  Salt  Fork.   Tl^e  selec- 
tion proved  to  be  an  unfortunate  one  and  vie.s   rejected  by  the  people. 
The  dissatisfied  citizens  sent  a  remonstrance  to  the  General  Assembly, 
coupling  it  with  a  prayer  for  the  removal  of  the  county  seat  to  a  more 


1.  L,1819,   p,   107,108. 

2,  Supervisorff'    Record,  v.  A,    p,  2,3, 
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favorable  location.^  The  site  selected  was  a  part  of  the  leasehold  of 
Major  John  W.  VDJice,  who  had  tr^ken  over  the  Salt  Works  for  a  tern  of 
years  pnd  refused  to  yield  his  rights.  The  act  of  establishment  had 
forseen  the  possibility  that  the  cotmty  seat  night  be  located  on  the 
state-or-ned  Saline  Lands,  and  had  nade  provision  for  the  purchase  of 
the  same  from  the  state. 2 

At  the  opening  of  the  next  court  of  the  county  comnissioners,  Anos 
Williams  was  appointed  coimty  agent.   Whether  this  new  function  was  ad- 
ded to  Williajns'  duties  as  county  clerk  and  clerk  of  the  circuit  court 
to  give  him  sufficient  work  to  occupy  all  of  his  tine,  or  whether  it  was 
beca.use  there  was  a  shortage  of  qualified  persons  to  serve  in  these  ca- 
pacities, is  not  explained  in  the  minutes  of  the  court.   William  Seed, 
who  had  been  appointed  assessor  hy   the  court  at  its  previous  meeting,  was 
also  present  as  sheriff  at  the  session  of  the  court  held  June  5,  1826. 
The  three  county  commissioners  vrare  all  present  at  this  meeting  hold  at 
the  home  of  Jrjncs  Sutler.   The  first  money  paid  out  of  the  county  funds 
by  order  of  the  court  was  $1.00  ordered  paid  to  Charles  Martin  for  his 
services  in  attondrnce  as  constable  at  the  last  tern  of  the  circuit 
court  held  in  Ma^'^.S  Amos  Williams  was  allowed  $10.00  for  stationery 
furnished  for  the  circuit  piid  commissioners'  courts  as  per  the  ac- 
count filed  by  Williams.   John  Bo5''d,  one  of  the  commissioners  appoint- 
ed to  locate  the  seat  of  justice,  was  allowed  the  s'Jxi  of  $11.00  for 
eleven  days'  services.   Willi!?jn  Reed,  assessor  and  sheriff,  was  al- 
lowed $17.25  for  distributing  court  orders  for  the  March  term,  summon- 
ing the  grand  jury  to  the  May  tern,  services  as  assessor  and  for  at- 
tendance at  the  circuit  court  as  per  account  filed.   The  first  personal 
property  tajc  levied  for  the  county  was  a  tax  of  one  cent  per  dollar  of 
valuation  on  "horses  and  cattle  over  the  age  of  three  yea.rs,  watches, 
clocks,  pleasure  carriages  pjid  stock  in  trade." 

At  once  the  commissioners  began  the  long  and  arduous  administrative 
work  of  malcing  the  prairies  accessible  to  the  trade  ?sxd   commerce  of  rji 
agricultural  population.  Road  building  was  to  be  the  major  enterprise 
of  the  county  for  a  quarter  of  a.   century.   Burgess  Squires  was  appoint- 
ed supervisor  of  the  roa.d  leading  from  Paris  to  the  Salt  Works,  from 
the  south  line  of  Ripley  Township  to  the  place  where  the  roa.d  from 
Coleman's  prairie  intersects  said  road.   Supervisor  Squires  was  allotted 
the  services  of  "all  hands  on  sections  28,-  33,  ?Jid  34  in  township  19 
north,  range  12  west,  except  Robert  Trickle."  Francis  Whitconb  was  ap- 
pointed road  supervisor  of  the  road  leading  from  the  Salt  Works  to 
Coleman's  prairie,  "to  the  west  line  of  the  section  1,  T.  38  N. ,  R.  12 
W. ,  to  the  south  line  of  Ripley  Township  with  an  allotment  of  all  hands 
at  or  within  one  mile  of  the  Salt  Works,  and  also  Robert  Trickle."   Other 


1.  Supervisors'  Record,  v.  A,  p.  3,4;  Beckvdth,  History  of  Vernilion 
County,  p.  322;  Jones,  Vornilion  County,  Illinois,  p.  8S,89. 

2.  L.  1826,  p.  52. 

3.  Supervisors'  Record,  v.  A,  p.  5. 
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supervisors  appointed  at  the  same  time  and  given  snecial  roads  for 
their  supervision  were  Isaac  M.  Howard,  Atrtihani  Smith,  Thomas  Hees, 
Ahsolom  Starr,  Isr-ac  Moores,  Joel  Havjorth.  Each  supervisor  was  al- 
lotted a  number  of  hcjids;  that  is,  citizen^  in  the  vicinity  of  the 
specified  roadv/ay  were  nemed  to  render  service  in  the  m-?dntenance  of 
the  highways.  Tvro  of  the  roadways  were  to  be  opened  at  16|  feet  in 
width. 1 

The  townships  of  Ripley  and  Carroll  were  formed  into  election  pre- 
cincts.  The  house  of  James  Butler  was  named  as  the  voting  place  of 
the  former,  and  Seymore  Treat,  Asa  Elliott,  and  Jacob  Brazelton  were 
appointed  judges  for  the  precinct.  Elections  in  Carroll  precinct  v;ere 
to  be  held  in  the  house  of  Henry  Johnson,  and  Johnson,  Henry  Martin,  and 
Robert  Dixon  were  nt-jned  judges  of  election.  Again  the  court  selected 
the  panel  for  the  grand  jury  for  the  next  term  of  the  circuit  court, 
and  this  time  a  poJiel  for  the  petit  jury.'^  John  Lamb  was  appointed 
trustee  of  the  school  liuads  of  section  16,  T.  20  IL,R.  11  W.  to  take 
the  place  of  John  Currant,  excused. 3 

On  the  second  dry  of  September,  1826,  Amos  Willi:jns,  clerk  of 
the  county  conmissioncrs'  court,  granted  certificates  of  service  as 
follows:  John  B.  Alexr.nder  for  two  days  at  $1.50  per  day,  $.3.00; 
Achilles  Morg.?ja,  for  two  da,vs  at  $1.50  ncr  day,  $3,00;  .-'Jid  Jpjnos 
Butler,  for  one  dt-y  ;.\t  $1.50  per  day,  $1.50.  On  September  4,  1826, 
Achilles  Morgan,  Asa  Elliott,  r-jid  Jijnos  McClure  took  the  oath  of  of- 
fice as  county  commissioners  at  the  house  of  James  Butler,  having  been 
duly  elected  for  the  County  of  Vermilion.   Sfxiuel  Prevo,  (.ne  of  the 
commissioners  \fao   had  been  appointed  to  locate  the  seat  of  Justice,  was 
allowed  the  svjn   of  $11  for  eleven  days'  service  in  locating  the  sane. 
Trustees  of  two  other  school  sections  of  land  v/ere  appointed,  and 
Alexander  McDoneJd  -ivan  me,de  overseer  of  the  poor  for  Carroll  Township 
to  take  the  place  of  James  KcClure,  excused.  Joel  Phelps  was  allowed 
the  sum  of  $12.00  for  service  as  commissioner  appointed  to  locate  the 
seat  of  justice.  The  sheriff  was  allov;ed  fifty  cents  in  specie  in  lieu 
of  $1.00  in  state  paper  for  collecting  the  revenue  of  the  county  for  the 
year  1826. '^ 


1.  Supervisors'  Record,  v.  A,  p.  6,7. 

2.  Ibid.,  p.  7,8, 

3.  Ibid.,  p.  9. 

4.  Ibid.,   p.    10,11;    Theodore  Calvin  Peane,    The  Frontier  State,    1818-1843, 
V.    II   of  The  Centennial  History  of  IllinoTs   (ChicrfeO;   A.   C.   McClurg  & 
Co.,    1919)   p.   52-69.     Note:      The  evolution  of  c.  uniform  system  of  cur- 
rency and  sound  banking  was  a  vory   slow  raid  costly  process.     As  Pease 
states;    "The  public  finance  of  early  Illinois  introduces  the   student  to 
a  strange  world,    in  which  currency  normally  circulo.tes  at  a  score  of 
different  discounts  from  par,    in  which  bcjaks   are  org.?jaized  to  loan 
money  on  the   state's  credit  to  hard-pressed  citizens,    and  in  which  the 
state  derives  but  a  small  portion  of  its  little  revenue  from  the   tax- 
ation of  its  own  citizens.      Illinois   state  finances,    while  not  expressed 
in  sufficiently  great   sums  to  be  impressive,    are   sufficiently  bizarre 

to  be  interesting." 
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Amos  Williams,  already  holding  three  county  offices,  'became  Judge 
of  the  profcate  court,  as  was  indicated  by  the  minutes  of  the  court  of 
county  commissioners,  December  11,  1826,  '^hen  it  was  ordered  that 
Williams,  "judge  of  the  probate,*"  be  allowed  $3.UU  for  one  record  book 
furnished  for  the  court  of  probate,  and  that  the  clerk  grant  an  order 
for  the  payment  of  the  same.   The  court  of  probate  at  this  time  con- 
sisted in  each  county  of  one  judge  appointed  by  the  General  Assembly. 1 

Clerks  of  election  were  paic^-at  the  rate  of  twenty-five  cents  a 
day.   Esau  Johnson  vpls   allowed  twenty-five  cents  in  specie  for  one 
day's  service  as  clerk  on  November  18,  1826,  and  John  Jordan  was  al- 
lowed fifty  cents  in  specie  for  serving  two  days,  August  f ,    and  Novem- 
ber 18,  1826.   Henry  Martin  was  allowed  fifty  cents  for  serving  two 
days  as  clerk  of  elections,  and  fifty  cents  in  specie  for  returning  the 
polls  of  these  elections.   The  designation  of  specie  payment  ^as  due 
to  the  uncertain  value  of  note  issues  in  circulation  in  western  trade. 
Illinois  was  poor  and  the  good  eastern  money  brought  in  by  the  immi- 
grants found  its  way  to  the  land  offices  and  from  them  it  was  drawn 
into  the  government  treasury  to  be  spent  in  the  East."^ 

The  trail  of  the  Indian  and  the  track  of  the  buffalo  were  gradually 
giving  way  to  a  network  of  highways.   However,  many  of  them  still  led  to 
and  from  the  Salines,  which  were  then  the  center  of  the  settlements. 
Petitions  for  new  roadways  were  received  and  their  sites  were  ordered 
viewed.   William  Reed,  sheriff  and  assessor,  reported  to  the  commission- 
ers that  the  tax  levy  for  1826  was  $205.59  in  state  paper,  on  which  he 
claimed  a  deduction  for  delinquents  of  $7.03  and  also  seven  and  one-half 
percent  for  collecting,  or  $lU.89.   This  left  $183.07,  which  was  equal 
in  specie  to  $91.83^.   Reed  produced  orders  which  he  had  paid  to  the 
araount  of  $U8.37^,  and  he  claimed  two  percent  ($0.96  3/U)  for  paying 
these  orders,  leaving  a  balance  of  $42.^94  subject  to  the  order  of  the 
court. 3  Reed  was  allowed  $10.90  for  attendance  at  court  and  for  dis- 
tributing court  orders  of  the  June  and  September  terms,  and  for  summoning 
grand  jurors  to  the  December  term  of  the  circuit  court.   Amos  Williams 
was  allowed  $15.00  for  his  ex-officio  services  as  clerk  of  the  county 
commissioners'  court  for  the  year  1826, 

On  December  26,  1826,  the  Gener.al  Assembly  amended  the  act  estab- 
lishing Vermilion  County  to  the  effect  that  William  Morgan,  Zachariah 
Peter,  and  John  Kirkpatrick  of  Sangamon  Co\mty  were  appointed  commission- 
ers, who  were  to  "designate  the  place  that  sh.all  forever  remain  the  per- 
manent seat  of  justice  of  the  said  county. "  The  proprietors  of  the  land 
selected  were  to  convey  by  deed  of  general  warranty  for  the  use  of  the 
county  a  quantity  of  land,  not  less  than  twenty  acres,  to  be  laid  out 


1.  L.1821,  p.  119,121. 

2.  Pease,  The  Frontier  State,  p.  52,53:  Suoervisors'  Record,  v.  A,  p.  12. 

3.  Supervisors'  Record,  v.  A,  p.  I3. 
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into  lots,   and  sold,    the  deeds  made  therefor  by  the  county  commis- 
sioners,   for  -Uie  purpose  of  erecting  public  buildings,   and  the  in- 
terest of  the  county  generally,     Howevei:,    the  amendment  to   the  act 
specified  that  should  the   commissioners  appointed  finally  decide   that 
the   proper  place   for   the  seat  of  justice  vjas  within  the   Saline   Keser- 
vation  of  land,   they  v-ere   in  that  case  authorized  to  locate   the   same, 
and  the  state   of  Illinois   should  then  "transfer  all  claim,    right  and 
title  to  any  half  quarter  section,   not  exceodinp  80  acres   thereof  in 
said  resemre,   upon  which  the  same  may  be   located   for  the  use  of  said 
county  for  the  purpose  aforesaid."     The   commissioners  vrere  to  make  re- 
port to  the   county  commissioners'   court  at  the  next  Iviirch  term.     The 
commissioners  v;ere  to  receive  c2  per  day  each,    cash,    for  the  time 
necessarilj'  em.ployed  in  the  performance   of  their  duties.     The   first 
commissioners  had  received  only  $1  a  day  each. 

Up  to  this  time  no  settlement  had  been  made  on  tlie   Big  Vermilion 
River  at  the  mouth  of  the  North  Fork  on  the  site  of  the   old  Indian 
Village   of  Piankeshaw,     Denmark  was  an  ambitious   settlement  to  tl\e 
north  and  was  desirous  for  the  county  seat,   and  would  have   secured  it 
could  the   comjnissioners  have  apreed.     The   land  at  the  mouth  cf  the 
North  Fork  liad  been  entered  by  certain  people,   among  whom  were  Dan  Vf, 
Beclcvith  and  Guy  W.   Smith,      Beckwith  had  lived  at  the  Salt  '.Vorks  and 
was   one   of  the  men  who  claimed   its  discovery.      Beckwith  and  Smith 
offered  to  donate  to  the   county  the  required  amount  of  land,   and  after 
deliberation  the   offer  was  accepted  and  the   commissioners   so  reported 
to  the  court,    January  31,    1827,     Smith's  donation  v;as   sixty,   and 
Beckwith' s   tv.'enty  acres, 2     The  findings   of  the   commissi  oners  v-'ere   filed 
in  the  clerk's  office,    subject  to  the   order  of  the   court  of  the   county 
commissioners  at  the  next  term.,   v.'liich  convened  at  the  house  of  James 
Butlor,   J-'arch  5,    1827.      Before  adjourning  the   January  term,    the  court 
allowed  commissioners  Morgan,    Peters,   and  Kirkpotrick  each  $34  in  specie 
for   seventeen  days'    services   they  had  performed   in  locating  the  permanent 
seat  of  justice.      The   court  also  ordered  that  the   clerk  advertise  the 
sale  of  the  lots   in  Danville,    the  county  seat  of  Vermilion  County,    to 
take  place   on  April  10,    1827,   by  publication  in  the   Illinois    Intelligencer, 
published  at  Vandalia,    and  also   in  a   pap^r  published  in   Indiananolis, 
Indiana,   every  other  v/eok  for  three   issues,^ 

Here   is   it  observed  that  the  minutes   record  the  name  of  the   county 
seat  as  Danville,    even  before   ttie   court  had  taken  action  on  the  report 
of  the   commissioners,^     This  'jvas   in  January  and  action  vreis   deferred  un- 
til the  March  term,   even  though  the  donated  land  had  been  ordered  ad- 
vertised,    Amos  ViTilliaiTis  and  Dan  W,   Beckwith  were  brothers-in-law,  and 
local  history  recorded  that  the  two  men  talked  over   the  matter  of  a 
name  for  the   coimty  seat,     V/illiamsburg,    Sm.ithville,   and  other  names 
were  mentioned;   then  Williams  turned  to  his  pioneer   friend  and  said: 


1,  Priv.  L,1827,  p,  :5,4. 

2,  Supervisors'  Record,  v.  A,  p,  14,21;  Jones,  Verrulion  County, 
Illinois,  p,  89,90, 

3,  Supervisors'  Record,  v.  A,  p,  14,15, 

4,  Ibid, 
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"Dan,  it  shall  have  your  name,   VThy  not?   Yoti  have  done  all  the  work. 
Tie   will  call  it  DaJiville.  "  Beckwith  was  a  tall  man,  broad  of  shoulders, 
straight,  muscular,  and  spare  of  flesh,  weighing  v^hen  in  health  about 
190  pounds.   He  was  an  e::cpert  axe  man  and  a  shrewd  Indian  trader,  es- 
tablishing himself  at  Denmark  at  first,  and  then  moving  to  Danville 
Tvhere  he  continued  his  trading.  1 

The  court  convened  March  5»  transacted  some  business,  and  ad- 
journed until  March  6,  '^hen  the  comrdssioners  "vere  mostly  occuT)ied  'rith 
road  construction,  road  viewing,  and  -netitions  for  new  highways.   The 
Salt  ^orks  "ere  of  sufficient  importance  to  settlers  living  in  distant 
counties  and  in  Indiana  to  make  the  opening  of  roadnays  to  the  Salines 
a  pressing  business.   Thirteen  separate  items  dealing  with  highways  '^ere 
considered  by  the  commispioners,  ■'ilong  i-ith  5pr)0intment  of  trustees  for 
the  section  16  of  (survey)  tormships,  naming  panels  for  the  grand  and 
petit  juries,  and  ap-oointments  of  constables  and  overseers  of  the  poor.  2 
The  court  adjourned  to  convene  again  March  26,  1827,  without  having 
acted  on  the  report  of  the  commissioners  for  locating  the  Tjermanent 
seat  of  justice. 

However,  on  the  day  ap-oointed  the  court  convened  and  at  once  con- 
sidered the  report.   At  the  same  time  it  iTas  ordered  that  the  court 
would  hereafter  be  held  at  the  house  of  Asa  Elliott,  a  commissioner, 
until  otherwise  ordered.   Elliott  lived  in  a  log  house,  ahout  a  quar- 
ter of  a  mile  from  the  west  line  of  Catlin  village  at  what  was  then  But- 
ler's Point  settlement.   The  report  of  the  commissioners  was  received 
and  ordered  recorded;  it  said  in  part:   "The  lands  donated  by  G.  W.  Smith 
and  D.  71.    Beckwith  near  the  mouth  of  the  North  Fork  of  the  Big  Vermilion 
is  the  proper  place  for  the  permanent  seat  of  justice  for  said  C'">ujity  of 
Vermilion,  to  wit:  twenty  acres  off  the  east  side  of  the  cast-  half  of 
the  northwest  fraction  of  section  8,  township  19,  north  of  range  11 
west;  and  also  sixty  acres  of  land  bounded  as  follows  to  \-n.t:  Beginning 
at  the  southeast  corner  of  the  west  half  of  the  northeast  quarter  of 
section  8,  tovmship  I9  north,  range  11  west,  thence  south  to  the  Big 
Vermilion  River,  thence  xtp    said  stream  to  the  south  boundary  of  oast 
fraction  of  the  northwest  quarter  of  section  8,  township  I9  north, 
range  11  west,  thence  to  the  place  of  beginning;  and  what  said  bounds 
lack  of  sixty  acres  to  be  taken  off  the  south  end  of  the  west  half  of 
the  northeast  quarter  of  section  8,  township  I9  north,  range  11  west, "3 

At  the  same  meeting,  Guy  77.  Smith  produced  a  deed  for  sixty  acres 
of  land  which  the  court  accepted  under  advisement  until  the  next  term. 
It  '^as  not  until  September  2,  1828,  that  D.  W.  Beckwith  presented  a 
deed  for  his  20  acres,  being  a  part  of  the  lamd  on  ''hich  the  city  of 
Danville  fs  nor  located.   On  June  5,  1827,  ^^e  court  examined  and  or- 
dered Smith's  deed  received  and  recorded.   In  both  instances  the  court 


1.  Jones,  Vermilion  County,  Illinois,  p. 90* 

2.  Supervisors'  Record,  v.  A,  t?.  16-20. 

3.  Ibid.  ,  p.  21. 
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released  the  donors  frojn  bonds  ^hich  had  been  held  cy  the  court.  1  At 
the  term  held  on  March  26,  the  court  ordered  that  the  lots  in  the  town  of 
DaxLville  be  sold  on  a  credit  of  six,  t'7elve,  and  eit^hteen  months  v/ith  in- 
terest from  the  date  \inless  punctunlly  pc.id,  and  t'ns.t   eight  percent  per 
ajinum  be  allov/ed  as  discount  for  prompt  payment,  Hc.rx'y  Luddington  ;7r.s 
employed  ?.s  "crier"  of  the  lots  for  the  sale  ordered  on  April  10,  1827. 
Luddington  r/r.s  to  receive  $1.00  a  day  as  wp^es.  Dajo.  W.  ^eckwith,  county 
sureyor,  was  employed  to  ley  off  one  hundred  lots  in  Dpjiville  and  maJcc  re- 
turn to  the  clerk  of  the  court  on  or  before  April  9;  his  compensation  was 
not  to  exceed  $10.00  exclusive  of  chain  cp.rricrs. 

More  Early  Administrative  Histoiy 

Beckwith  vias   appointed  county  treasurer  and  was  required  to  enter 
bond  "in  penalty  of  one  thousand  dollars,  conditioned  according  to  lav;." 
He  also  qualified  as  constable  at  this  meeting  of  the  court,  rjid  was  one 
appointed  to  view  a  road  "conriencing  at  the  state  line  v/ost  of  Covin.:^ton 
which  is  the  seat  of  justice  for  Fountain  County,  IndirJia,  thence  west" 
to  Pilot  C-rove  cJid  r-estorly  on  the  best  route  to  intersect  the  state 
road  on  a  direction  to  Fort  Clark. ^ 

On  June  4,  1827,  George  Ware,  Joel  B.  Hawkins,  Henry  Stevenson, 
and  Jesse  Gilbert  were  each  allov.'od  sums  for  services  in  Iryiug  out  lots 
in  Danville,  and  the  clerk  w.-.s  ord'-^rcd  to  gr.?jit  rji  order  on  the  county 
agent  for  payment  of  same.  Amos  Willipns  was  county  agent  as  well  as 
clerk,  and  D.  W.  Beclc^ith  was  county  treasurer.  John  Light,  Thomas 
O'Neal,  and  William  Bowen  were  erch  allowed  sur.s  for  carrying  ch^an  in 
laying  off  the  Irjid  for  the  county  seat.  Amos  ITooden  wrs  appointed 
constable  for  Ripley  ToTrnship  pji6.   forthvdth  took  an  oath  to  support  the 
Constitutions  of  the  United  States  and  of  Illinois,  and  also  the  oath 
on  dueling  prescribed  by  the  statute.^  On  June  5,  the  court  ordered 
that  the  co^jnty  be  divided  into  four  election  districts;  one  was  named 
Georgetown  where  elections  were  to  be  held  at  the  house  of  James  Hav/orth; 
another  was  named  Carroll  v;here  elections  were  to  bo  held  at  the  house  of 
James  HcClure;  the  third  was  c:^lled  Danville  v/hore  elections  were  to  be 
held  at  the  house  of  Amos  Williams;  the  fourth  district  was  named  Union, 
and  all  elections  vrere   to  be  held  at  the  house  of  Jesse  Williaxis. 
Judges  of  election  were  appointed,  three  for  each  district.  Amos  Wil- 
liajas,  county  agent,  reported  thr.t  he  had  sold  42  lots  in  the  to»^m  of 
Dajiville  for  the  sum  of  $922.87-^-.   The  county  agont  was  ordered  to  ad- 
vertise a  sale  of  lots  in  the  town  of  Drnville  to  t-r^kc  place  September 
5,  1827,  on  a  credit  of  six,  twelve,  and  eighteen  months.  Hereafter 
the  coiinty  commissioners  wore  to  meet  at  the  houso  of  Anos  Williams  at 


1.  Supervisors'  Record,  v.  A,  p.  31,58.  Apparently  Smith  and  Beckv-ith 
each  had  given  a  bond  of  surety  for  deeds  forthcoming,  which  enabled 
the  court  to  proceed  to  lay  plaxis  for  the  sale  of  lots  and  otherwise 
develop  the  pernajaent  seat  of  justice. 

2.  Ibid.,  p.  22,23. 

3.  Super.'isors'  Record,  v.  A,  p.  27;  Constitution  of  1818,  Schedule, 
sec.  11. 
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Danville  until  otherrrise  ordered  by  the  court.  1 

When  the  court  convened  September  3.  1827,  at  the  house  of  Amos 
T!7illiams,  Danville  began  to  function  as  the  county  seat  of  Vermilion 
County.   The  first  act  of  the  court  at  this  meeting  rras  to  allor? 
Philip  Stanford  $1.50  for  two  da;>'-s'  services  in  laying  out  lots  in 
Danville.   Qualification  of  constables  vas  frequently  a  matter  of 
court  action  in  the  early  days.   The  setting  up  of  a  frontier  so- 
ciety, governed  by  law  and  not  by  fisticuffs  and  violence,  "as  as- 
siduously supervised  by  the  founders  of  the  county,  as  much  so  as 
was  the  supervision  of  locating  and  constructing  highways.   Hardly  a 
meeting  of  the  court  was  held  r.'hen  no  new  roa.d  was  authorized  in  the 
first  years  of  the  county's  existence. 2  Asa  Elliott,  a  member  of  the 
court  of  county  comnissioners,  had  adv.onced  $3.59  to  defray  the  ex- 
pense of  obtaining  a  deed  fron  Guy  ^.    Smith  for  the  sixty  acres  he  had 
donated  for  the  county  seat;  the  court  ordered  on  September  U,  that 
the  county  agent  x)!?:y   for  the  same.   Dan  W.  Beckwith  was  allowed  $20.50 
for  surveying  the  town  of  Danville.   He  was  also  allowed  $13.00  for  ser- 
vices as  assessor  for  the  year  1827. 

As  yet  there  was  no  public  building  in  Danville.   On  September  U, 
1S27 ,  the  court  ordered  that  a  stray  pound  be  constructed.   It  was  to 
be  Uo  feet  square,  to  be  erected  of  good  sound  white  oak  -oosts,  U  x  8 
inches,  set  firmly  2-^  feet  in  the  ground.   The  enclosure  was  to  be  6| 
feet  high,  made  in  such  a  manner  to  keep  out  hogs  and  to  have  a  gate 
U  feet  wide,  hung  with  good  and  sufficient  iron  hinges,  hasps,  staples, 
padlock  and  key;  all  of  the  above  work  to  be  done  in  a  good  and  suf- 
ficient wori-onanlike  manner.   The  pound  was  to  be  completed  by  the  first 
day  of  the  next  term  of  court.   Amos  Williams,  county  agent,  was  au- 
thorized to  receive  county  orders  drawn  on  the  county  tree^surer  for  the 
first  payment  on  lots  in  Danville  to  an  amount  not  exceeding  $100.00. 
On  December  3,  1827,  the  court  examined  and  accepted  the  stray  pound, 
constructed  by  Philip  Stanford,  and  for  which  he  was  paid  $9.93  3/^« 
Amos  Williams  v.-as  appointed  to  care  and  keep  the  stray  pound  of  the 
county. 3 

The  next  public  building  to  be  constructed  was  the  jail.   On  March 
U,  1828,  the  court  ordered  the  jail  built.   It  was  to  be  "29  feet  in 
length  by  17  feet  in  width,  on  the  outside;  one  story  high,  8  feet  be- 
tween floors,  the  foundation  to  be  dug  one  foot  deep  and  3  feet  wide 
around  the  outside  squares  of  the  criminal's  apartment  and  I5  inches  for 
the  debtor's  apartment,  and  a  good  and  sufficient  foundation  of  stone 
built  therein,  so  that  no  part  of  the  building  will  be  nearer  to  the 
ground  than  one  foot,  and  said  jail  to  be  erected  on  said  foundation  of 
good  sound  white  oak  timber,  12  inches  thick,  squared,  and  the  walls  of 
the  criminal's  apartment  to  be  double," 


1.  Supenrisors'  Record,  v.  A,  p.  28-3I. 

2.  Ibid.,  p.  32-3^. 

3.  Ibid.,  p.  36,37. 
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There  was  to  be  a  window  2  feet  long  and  6  inches  high  in  each  of  the 
two  apartments.   The  grating  for  the  window  in  the  apartment  of  the 
debtor  was  to  be  1  inch  square  and  1"  inch  apart,  while  the  grating  in 
the  criminal's  room  wr.s  to  be  double  of  the  above  description. 1 
Sealed  proposals  were  received  until  the  next  term  of  the  court,  and 
suggestions  for  improvements  in  the  plans  were  solicited.  In  July, 
1827,  an  act  concerning  jails  and  jailers  in  Illinois  came  into  force. 
The  law  required  that  a  jail  be  maintained  in  each  county  at  the  perm- 
anent seat  of  justice.  It  was  ^lnlawful  for  any  sheriff  or  jailer 
to  confine  or  keep  debtors,  and  persons  committed  for  crime  in  the 
same  room. 2  Imprisonment  for  debt  was  xinconstitutional,  vinless  upon 
refusal  of  the  debtor  to  deliver  his  estate  for  the  benefit  of  his 
creditors,  in  such  manner  as  was  prescribed  by  law,  or  in  cases  where 
there  was  strong  presumption  of  fraud. 3 

Samuel  Gilbert  sought  p.   license  to  keep  a  tavern  at  his  dwelling 
in  Ripley  Township.  He  was  required  to  pay  $1  and  the  lawful  fees  and 
to  enter  into  bond  and  surety  according  to  law.  John  W,  Vance  of  the 
Salt  Works,  sought  ?,  license  to  keep  a  tavern  at  the  Vermilion  Saline 
in  Ripley  Township.  He  too  was  required  to  give  bond  and  pry  the  re- 
quired fees.  Tavern  rates  were  fixed  by  the  court  as  follows:  for  a 
pint  or  half  a  pint  of  whiskey,  12|-  cents;  for  a  quart  of  whiskey,  25 
cents;  for  a  single  horse  feed,  16-j  cents;  for  lodging,  16^  cents; 
for  a  meal  of  victuals,  18^  cents;  for  a  horse  at  com  and  hry  over- 
night, 18|  cents.  A  tix  of  one-half  percent  was  levied  on  horses  and 
cattle  over  three  years  old,  watches,  clocks,  pleasure  carriages  and 
stock  in  trade.  This  was  half  the  rate  of  the  first  personal  proper- 
ty tax  levied  in  June,  1826;  and  it  indicated  an  increase  in  amount 
of  taxable  wealth  in  the  new  county. ^ 

On  June  2,  1828,  the  court  accepted  an  amendment  to  the  plans  for 
the  county  jail;  the  structure  was  to  be  further  strengthened  and  made 
secure  by  the  use  of  iron  bars  and  substantial  workmanship.  The  jail 
was  to  be  completed  on  or  before  the  first  Monday  in  March,  1829." 
George  Haworth  was  the  lowest  bidder,  and  on  June  3,  1828,  he  was 
granted  the  contract  for  $300;  he  was  advanced  $100  with  which  to  pur- 
chase iron  and  nails  for  the  building.  On  the  same  day  Robert  Trickle 
relinquished  his  right  of  establishing  a  ferry  across  the  Big  Vermilion 
River  near  Danville.  The  license  to  keep  and  operate  the  ferry  was  then 
granted  to  Samuel  Gilbert.  The  following  rates  were  established  by  the 
court;  for  crossing  man  and  horse,  12^  cents;  for  crossing  wagon  and  horse, 
18f  cents;  for  wagon  and  two  horses  or  oxen,  25  cents;  for  every 


1.  Supervisors'  Record,  v.  A,  p.  44,45. 

2.  R.L.1827,  p.  246,247. 

3.  Constitution  of  1818,   Art.   VIII,    sec.   15. 

4.  Supervisors'   Record,    v.   A,   p.   45,46. 

5.  Ibid.,   p.   46. 

6.  Ibid.,   p.   50. 
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additional  horse  or  ox,  6^  cents;  for  a  single  footman,  &^  cents; 
for  hogs  and  sheep  pe-r  head,  1  cent;  for  loose  cattle  or  horses  per 
head,  2  cents;  for  persons  going  to  or  returning  from  mill,  half  the 
above  rates.   It  will  be  noticed  that  prices,  rates,  and  wages  often 
included  sched\ile8  fixed  in  fractional  portions  of  the  lowest  denom^ 
ination  of  the  monetary  system  -  the  cent.   This  was  a  recognition  of 
the  variations  among  persons  in  their  resources  with«4hich  to  carry 
on  trade  and  make  exchanges  in  services  and  goods.   The  privations  and 
limitations  of  frontier  life  required  careful  economy,  and  often  fru- 
gality was  carried  to  the  point  of  what  in  more  prosperous  periods 
would  be  called  pEirsimony. 

Amos  T^illiamg  was  reappointed  county  agent,  which  was  the  final 
act  of  the  county  commissioners  before  the  expiration  of  their  terns. 
VThen  next  the  court  convened  the  last  member  who  had  been  a  commission- 
er from  the  court's  inception  had  retired,  or  had  been  replaced  by  a 
newly  elected  commissioner.  Achilles  Morgan,  the  Virginian  i:'ho  had 
been  from  the  time  he  ceane  to  the  Vermilion  country  a  leading  nan  of 
the  affairs  of  the  county,  retired  from  the  court.  The  places  of 
Janes  Butler  and  John  B.  Alexander  had  been  taken  by  James  McClure  and 
Asa  Elliott.  V?hen  the  next  term  of  court  convened,  September  1,  1828, 
McClure  and  Elliott  were  replaced  as  commissioners  by  Janes  Newell  and 
Stephen  Griffith.   The  covin ty  had  been  established  more  than  two  years 
and  the  three  men  who  had  organized  it  and  set  going  the  machinery  of 
its  government,  had  been  replaced;  but  Amos  VJilliams  remained,  serving 
in  a  multiple  of  f\inctions  with  his  customary  painstaking  industry, 2 

A  Courthouse  is  Planned 

To  Williams'  other  duties  the  court  added  another  on  September  2, 
1828;  that  of  commissioner  "to  sell,  dispose  of  and  convey  any  of  the 
real  estate  of  and  belonging  to  the  County  of  Vermilion  according  to 
law.  "  More  lots  on  the  north  and  east  side  of  Danville  were  ordered 
laid  out.   Some  of  these  were  not  to  exceed  five  acres  each.   A  sale 
of  lots  in  Danville  was  ordered  for  October  28  of  that  year.   Williams, 
as  county  agent,  was  ordered  to  lend  the  funds  in  his  hands  belonging 
to  the  county;  good  security  and  six  percent  interest  per  annum  were 
required,  and  loans  were  not  to  exceed  $100  each.   It  woiold  thus  aopear 
that  the  county's  financial  condition  was  good  and  that  throu^  thrift 
in  political  housekeeping,  the  founding  fathers  had  builded  wisely  and 
well;  so  well  in  fact,  that  now  the  new  administrators  could  proceed 
with  plans  for  construction  of  a  courthouse.  TTilliams  was  ordered  to 
give  public  notice  that  proposals  and  plans  would  be  received  for  the 
construction  of  a  permanent  courthouse,  and  also  proposals  wotild  be 
received  for  the  building  of  a  temporary  courthouse  30  feet  long  by 
20  feet  wide, 3 


1.  Supervisors'  Record,  v.  A,  p.  51* 

2.  Ibid.,  p.  52,53;  Jones,  Vermilion  County,  Illinois,  p.  121,122. 

3.  Supervisors'  Record,  v.  A,  p.  5^-60. 
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More  Court  Routine 


A  license  was  granted  to  George.  Haworth  to  keep  a  tavern  at  his 
dwelling  in  Danville,  provided  he  find  house  room  for  holding  courts 
in  the  county,  pay  the  la^7ful  fees,  and  enter  into  bond  and  security 
according  to  Ian.   This  he  apparently  did,  for  the  commissioners  or- 
dered that  heregifter  courts  '.•'ould  be  held  at  the  house  of  George 
Haworth.   So  uhen  the  co\inty  court  next  met  on  December  1,  1828,  it 
convened  at  its  fourth  temporary  place  of  assembly  in  the  private 
house  of  a  citizen.  Before  adjournment  on  September  2,  the  court  had 
ordered  that  the  west  half  of  lots  U  and  3  south,  and  1  east,  be  appropri- 
ated for  a  schoolhouse  for  the  citizens  of  D'onville  and  its  vicinity, 
provided  that  the  said  schoolhouse  also  be  available  for  the  use  of 
the  courts  and  for  nublic  worship  whenever  needed.  A  general  warranty 
deed  was  ordered  made  for  the  same.   In  the  minutes  of  this.  (December 
1,  1828)  session  there  first  appears  the  name  of  Colonel  Gurdon  S.  Hub- 
bard, trailmaker,  fur  trader,  frontier  soldier,  pioneer  meat  packer, 
insurance  underwriter,  banlcer,  tavern  keeper,  et  cetera,  who  was  asso- 
ciated with  the  growth  of  Danville  as  he  was  with  the  building  of 
Chicago.   Hubbard's  name  first  appears  in  the  administrative  history 
of  Vermilion  County  in  connection  with  the  granting  of  a  license  to 
retail  liquor  at  his  store  in  Danville. 

The  court  established  additional  rates  for  retailers  of  spiritous 
liquors,  including  in  the  price  list  already  fixed  the  following:  for 
a  half  pint  of  brandywine,  shrub  or  Jamaica  spirits,  25  cents;  for  a 
pint  of  any  of  the  above  liquors,  37"??  cants;  for  a  half  pint  of  peach 
brandy,  cordial  or  gin,  12i  cents;  for  a  pint  of  peach  brandy,  cordial 
or  gin;  18-|  cents.   Before  the  court  adjourned  thip  session  on  Decem- 
ber 2,  1828,  Amos  Williams  as  county. agent,  was  ordered  to  pay  out  of 
the  funds  in  his  hands  to  Sheriff  T7illiam  Reed  $200,00  in  specie  for  a 
house  and  lot  by  him  sold  to  the  county  commissioners  for  the  use  of 
the  county. 2  On  March  U,  1829i  the  county  connissioners  ordered  that 
George  Haworth  be  allowed  the  sum  of  $171.25  in  full  pajTient  of  the 
amount  due  him  for  building  the  jail.   At  the  same  sesr-ion  Dan  W. 
Beckwith,  county  treasurer,  reported  that  there  was  a  balance  on  hand 
subject  to  the  order  of  the  court  of  $'^7.75f  in  specie,  and  $205.^2  2/3 
in  state  paper.   At  this  meeting  Josi^ih  Alexander  v-as  rpoointcd  county 
treasurer  to  succeed  Beckwith.   On  December  8,  of  the  same  year  Treasurer 
Alexander  reported  on  hand  due  the  county  $63.00  2/3  in  specie,  and 
$210.52  2/3  in  state  paner.3 

In  June,  1829,  the  clerk  of  the  court  of  county  commissioners  "as 
ordered  to  procure  from  Louisville  or  Cincinnati  for  the  county,  stand- 
ard weights  and  measures  "agreeable  to  the  laws  of  Illinois."  At  the 


1.  Supervisors'  Record,  v.  A,  p.  60,63;  Henry  Raynond  Hamilton,  The  Eoic 
of  Chicago  (Chicago:  Vfillet't,  Clark  &  Connany,  1932).  p.  337-55. 
Hereinafter  referred  to  as  Hanilton,  The  Bnic  of  Chicago. 

2.  Sunervisors'  Record,  v.  A,  p.  65,67. 


3.   Ibid.,  p.  77,80,110. 
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meeting  of  the  court,  Decemlier  8,  1829,  the  clerk  was  ordered  to  give 
public  notice  that  standard  Tjeights  and  measures  vrould  be  provided  by 
the  county  commissioners.  One-half  bushel  of  flaxseed  we.s  obtained  for 
the  purpose  of  trying  the  dry  nee.sure.  Thus  in  the  administration  of 
the  laws,  the  court  undertook  to  protect  the  citizens  from  fraud  sj-id 
cheating.!  Giirdon  S.  Hubbard  was  authorized,  March  3,  1830,  to  procure 
an  official  seal  for  the  County  of  Vermilion.  The  clerk  of  the  county 
court  was  directed  to  obtain  weights  as  follo\7s:  one  weight  of  14  pounds, 
one  weight  of  23  pounds,  and  one  weight  of  56  pounds. 2  Amos  Williams, 
judge  of  the  probate  court,  clerk  of  the  court  of  county  commissioners, 
clerk  of  the  circuit  cotirt,  county  agent,  first  postmaster  at  Dajiville,"^ 
and  commissioner  to  sell  real  estate  belonging  to  Vermilion  County,  re- 
signed his  post  as  keeper  of  the  stray  pound,  ajid  ITathaniel  Breezley  was 
appointed  in  his  stead. 

Building  the  First  Courthouse 

3y  the  time  of  these  latter  administrative  acts,  the  court  of  county 
commissioners  was  being  held  for  the  first  time  in  what  was  called  in  the 
record  of  the  coxirt's  proceedings  the  "courthouse."  The  ccJinty  was  es- 
tablished January  18,  1826,  and  the  first  meeting  of  the  court  was  held 
at  the  "house  of  James  3utler,"  liarch  6,  1826.  More  thaji  three  years 
passed  before  even  a  makeshift  courthouse  was  provided.   In  the  meajitime 
all  court  functions  had  been  held  in  the  private  houses  of  four  different 
citizens,  each  of  whom  was  importrntly  connected  with  opening  the  fron- 
tier, and  in  establishing  a  county  government  in  the  Vermilion  wilderness. 
Action  leading  to  the  construction  of  a  perma,nent  courthouse  had  been  talcen 
by  the  court  on  September  2,  1828.  At  the  same  time  the  building  of  a  tem- 
porary house  was  ordered. 5  As  recorded  above,  the  commissioners  three 
months  later  purchased  for  $200  in  specie  a  house  and  lot  from  TJilliam 
Reed,  the  sheriff.   It  was  not  until  December  7,  1829,  that  there  was  sjoy 
record  of  this  house  being  used  for  county  purposes;  then,  the  minutes  of 
the  court  stated  that  "the  term  of  county  commissioners'  court  was  held 
at  the  courthouse  in  Dpjiville,  Vermilion  County,  Illinois."^ 

This  house  was  used  as  the  courthouse  until  it  was  sold  for  $350  to 
Hezekiah  Cunninghan  at  the  March  10,  1831,  term  of  court.   Cunninghaxi 
wa.s  to  have  possession  from  the  date  of  his  finding  a  courtroom  for  the 
use  of  the  county  for  a  term  of  two  years,  unless  a  new  courthouse  were 
ready  by  or  before  the  expiration  of  two  years.  Ppyraents  were  to  be 
made  on  the  purclia.se  price,  vrhich  netted  the  county  a  profit  of  $150,  in 
six,  twelve,  and  eighteen  months  after  date  of  purchase.'''  The  house  sold 


1.  Supervisors'  Record,  v.  A,  p.  89,110. 

2.  Ibid. ,  p.  131. 

3.  Laverne  Miller  and  Marie  Kirkpatrick,  "The  First  Post  Office  at  Dcji- 
ville"  in  Stories  of  Historical  Days  in  Vermilion  County,  Illinois, 
compiled  by  L.  A.  Tuggle,  County  Superintendent  of  Schools,  p.  46,70. 

4.  Supervisors'  Record,  v.  A,  p.  102. 

5.  Ibid.,  p.  60. 

6.  Ibid.,  p.  104. 

7.  Ibid.,  p.  182,183;  Jones,  Vermilion  County,  Illinois,  p.  90,91. 
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to  Ounninghan  nas  built  of  logs  he^'n  inside  and  out;  it  stood  on  a  lot  on 
the  south  side  of  West  Main  Street,  near  Vermilion;  it  ras  one- story, 
with  a  lor  attic  space  of  about  l6  feet  square.   The  room  Cunningham 
provided  for  holding  court  '7as  in  the  upper  story  of  a  large  frame 
building  that  'vas  on  the  southwest  corner  of  the  public  square.^  Houever, 
the  next  meeting  of  the  court  vas   held  at  the  house  of  Amos  Williems, 
April  7»  I83I.   In  June  of  the  sane  year  the  court  held  a  meeting  in 
the  courthouse,  but  the  snecial  term  of  court  held  J'une  I5  of  the  same 
year  was  again  comrened  in  'TillianG'  houso.   Again  at  the  September  term, 
the  court  met  at  the  courthouse.   Then  after  several  successive  meetings 
of  the  court  at  Williams'  house,  the  commissioners  ordered  at  the  session 
held  December  6,  I83I1  that  the  court  be  held  at  the  VTilliams'  house  until 
otherwise  ordered  by  the  court. 3 

TiThile  holding  its  sessions  in  the  first  provisional  courthouse, 
the  court  on  Septeriber  7»  1530,  ordered  again  that  a  notice  be  given 
that  proposals  rould  be  received  for  the  building  of  a  permanent  court- 
house, nothing  having  been  accoiiplished  on  the  matter  as  the  result  of 
the  solicitation  for  proposals  in  September  of  1823.   On  this  attempt 
to  revive  the  enterprise  for  a  -nomanent  county  building  '-'ith  offices 
and  court  rooms,  bids  and  specifications  rcre  solicited  a.?  folloT7s: 
"first,  for  a  stone  foundation,  ready  to  receive  the  brick,  second, 
brick  delivered  on  the  ground  by  the  thousand;  third,  deliver  the  brick 
in  the  wall  by  the  thousand;  fourth,  timbers  and  -oillars  for  the  first 
and  second  floors;  fifth,  timbers  for  starting  the  cvtnola;  sixth,  roof 
for  buijLding;  seventh,  three  floors;  eighth,  sixteen  windo'-s  and  tT^o 
doors.""''  The  next  step  in  the  long  drawn  out  process  of  getting  a  court- 
house for  Vermilion  County,  v.'as  that  of  nnking  a  contract  rith  Jnseph 
Wiley,  December  7.  I83O,  for  the  making  of  brick  for  the  -^roDOsed  struc- 
ture at  the  rate  of  $3.  25  per  thousand.   After  entering  i^.to  bond  and 
providing  security,  Wiley  ras  advanced  $81. 25  on  the  occasion  in  order  to 
enable  him  to  carry  on  the  \7ork.   In  March  of  the  follorring  year  Wiley 
again  received  an  equ^vl  sum,  mrsking  a  total  of  $162.50  advanced  for  a 
project  which  he  did  not  complete.  Almost  a  year  later,  N-^vembor  11,  1831 1 
John  H.  Murphy,  surety  for  7ilcy,  returned  to  the  county  $190. 93f  ''hich 
was  more  than  the  amount  advanced.  5 

Again  on  December  6,  I83I,  the  court  ordered  public  notice  given 
that  on  the  first  Saturday  in  Jr-Jiuary,  I832,  proposals  would  be  re- 
ceived for  building  a  courthouse  in  Danville.   The  next  step  taken  in 
this  slow  moving  -orocess  V7as  on  January  f ,    I832,  when  the  court  ordered 
the  county  agent  to  pay  to  Gurdon  S.  Hubbard  on  March  I5,  I832,  $600, 
v^hich  was  advanced  to  him  toward  the  construction  of  the  courthouse.   On 


1.  Jones,  Vermilion  County,  Illinois,  p.  91- 

2.  Supervisors'  Record,  v.  A,  p.  185,189,210. 
^.   Ibid.,  p.  222,223. 

4.  Ibid.,  p.  152. 

5.  Ibid.,  p.  219.   Note:  Whether  the  excess  vas  paid  a.s  interest,  the 
records  do  not  explain,  vhi'^h  omission  is  a  departure  from  the  cub- 
tonary  mcticulousness  of  the  minutes  of  the  court. 
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March  6  of  the  same  year  Htiboard  was  authorized  to  procure  lightning 
rods  of  proper  sise  for  the  structure. 1  Hubhard  was  the  contractor, 
though  the  ninutes  of  the  court  do  not  record  the  fact;  nevertheless, 
the  trajisactions  the  cotirt  had  with  the  noted  fur  trader  and  frontiers- 
man indicate  that  Hubbard's  bid,  whatever  it  vras,  had  been  accepted. 
No  contract  sum,  or  spocif ications  cJid  plans  were  given  in  the  ninutes 
of  the  court's  proceedings.   It  is  only  fron  oth^sr  ejid  sccondaxy  sources 
tha.t  these  have  boon  ascertained. 

The  procedure  in  building  the  courthouse  was  altogether  different 
from  that  followed  in  the  construction  of  the  stray  poumd  and  the  jail. 
The  court  forthwith  determined  the  plans,  materials,  and  quality  of 
workmanship  to  be  used  in  the  construction  of  the  stray  pound  and  Jail; 
and  everything  was  done  with  dispatch.   Building  a  courthouse  was  a  dif- 
ferent kind  of  public  enterprise,  and  the  process  of  its  materialization 
was  of  necessity  more  complicated;  but  certainly  there  was  much  indeci- 
siveness  and  postponement  in  the  procedure  pursued.   It  was  a  sort  of 
piecemeal,  pay-as-you-go  enterprise,  and  continued  over  a.  number  of 
years  -  from  1828  to  1836.   Items  related  to  the  bringing  of  this  house 
to  completion  are  found  scattered  throughout  391  pages  of  the  court's 
minutes:  from  page  60  of  volume  A  to  page  165  of  volume  E.   In  fact  the 
site  for  the  courthouse  was  not  selected  \intil  July  7,  1832,  which  was 
six  months  after  Hubbard  wa.s  granted  the  contract  for  the  work,  aJid  four 
years  after  the  court  first  anno^onced  its  intentions  and  gave  public  no- 
tice that  it  would  receive  plans  and  bids.^ 

TJhen  Plubbard  undertook  the  job  the  fur  trade  in  which  he  had  been  en- 
gaged had  declined  because  of  the  scarcity  of  fur-bearing  animals.   A 
year  later  Hubbard  removed  to  Chicago  where  he  established  a  permajient 
residence  in  1833.  He  had  by  that  time  done  much  toward  giving  the  coun- 
ty and.   its  county  seat  a  favorable  start.  3  Hubbard  had  already  con- 
structed the  first  frame  building  in  Danville  and  in  the  county  about  1827. 
His  store  in  Danville  was  the  headquarters  for  fur  trade  ajnong  the  In- 
dians of  the  surrounding  country.   It  wr;.s  about  that  time  tha.t  this 
prairie  hunter  purchased  the  entire  interests  of  the  American  Fur  Com- 
pany in  Illinois,  of  vfhich  he  had  been  the  agent;  he  established  trading 
posts  along  many  of  the  rivers  of  the  Illinois  country.  His  business  was 
successful,  but  by  1830  it  comm.enced  to  take  on  more  of  the  nature  of 
trade  with  settlers,  who  were  coming  into  the  country,  and  less  that  of 
trade  with  the  Indians.   The  fur  trade  was  doomed,  and  Chicag'O,  which 
had  lain  dormant  for  fifteen  years,  began  to  show  signs  of  life;  thither 
Hubbard  went,  but  did  not  as  once  give  up  his  interests  in  the  Vermilion 
country. -  In  various  capacities  he  performed  many  valuable  services  for 
the  young  county;  he  did  not  hold  office,  but  was  often  an  adviser  to 


1.  Supervisors'  Record,  v.  A,  p.  223,225,241. 

2.  Ibid.,  p.  260. 

3.  Beckwith,  History  of  Vermilion  County,  p.  335;  Hamilton,  The  3pic  'of 
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4.  Kajnilton,  The  Epic  of  Chicago,  p.  156-61. 
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the  officials,  and  sometimes  served  on  conmissions  as  a  promoter  of 
the  county's  interests.  He  per'forTried  his  duties  as  a  citizen,  funo- 
tioninr  in  the  miner  defails  of  civic  life  as  well  as  in  the  r^ijor 
ones.-'-  In  the  matter  of  -the  projected  cour-thouse,  it  vrould  seem  from 
the  court's  records  that  it  required  some  of  Hubbard's  initiative  and 
enterprise  to  get  it  under  way.  It  is  apparent  -that  his  contract  to 
build  the  house  -was  limited  to  cer-tain  sections  of  the  construction. 
Various  persons  were  given  contracts  for  other  sections.  At  this  time 
Hubbard  was  itinerating  about  the  country,  and  frequently  between 
Danville  and  Chicago;  however,  he  kept  the  license  fee  on  his  Danville 
•tavem  paid,  and  also  made  use  of  a  license  to  peddle  clocks  in  the 
county  and  s-tate,  having  been  ?-ra^-lted  a  permit  in  1831  for  that  t)urpose 
by  -the  county  court, 

What  happened  and  wiien  after  Kubbard  was  authorized  (before  the 
si-be  for  the  courthouse  had  been  selected)  to  procure  lightning  rods 
may  be  ascertained  only  by  piecing  together  matter  from  primary  and 
secondary , sources.  The  ohronologj'  of  -the  administrative  phases  of 
building  the  structure  is  not  easily  follovred.  Items  in  the  court's 
records  are  not  sufficiently  explicit  to  reveal  a  clearcut  plan  of  ac- 
tion. A  summary  of  the  procedure  follows, 

Thomas  Durham  was  appointed  June  28,  1832,  to  inspect  the  brick  in 
the  kiln  and  determine  v^ether  they  were  suitable  for  the  building. 
Secondary  sources  say  that  the  bricks  were  made  br  Norman  D.  Palmer  at 
his  farm,  northv/est  of  Danville."^  On  July  9,  County  Treasurer  Jcsiah 
Alexander  -was  ordered  tc  pay  Ainos  ?/illiams  $400  for  the  purpose  of 
enabling  him  to  com.ply  wi-th  a  court  order  made  on  July  7,  and  to  enable 
him  to  lend  Palmer  any  sum  not  exceeding  $50  at  the  rate  of  ten  per- 
cent interest.  Palmer  -was  to  use  the  money  to  buy  lumber  for  the 
courthouse.  On  July  7,  the  court  also  ordered  -that  thereafter  meetings 
would  be  held  at  tho  house  of  Hezokiah  Cunningham,  but  designated  that 
the  probate  court  would  be  hold  at  the  house  of  Ar.ios  Williams.  At  the 
same  session  the  court  ordered  that  tho  courthouse  be  built  on  "the 
northeast  part  of  the  public  square  in  the  town  of  Danville,  and  said 
building  to  s-tand  twenty  feet  back  from  l^ain  and  Vermilion  streets, 
the  southwest  corner  for  said  building  is  designated  by  a  post."*^  In 
addition  to  the  $600  already  paid  to  Hubbard,  on  June  26  another  $100 
was  allowed  him  in  part  payment  tovreird  -the  construction  work,  and  Wil- 
liam Reed,  -was  allowed  $100  for  that  amount  paid  by  him  to  Hubbard  for 
work  done  on  the-  courthouse.  Notice  was  given  that  proposals  vfould  be 
received  on  July  7  for  providinr  the  rock  for  -the  foundation  of  the 
courthouse.  Thomas  Durham  was  to  be  paid  any  sum  not  exceeding  the 


1.  Supervisors'  Record,  v.  A,  p,  117,132,146,158. 

2.  Ibid.,  p.  196. 

3.  Ibid.,  p.  257. 

4.  Becl<:yrith,   History  of  Venr.ilion  County,   p.   329. 

5.  Supervisors'   Record,    v.   A,    p.   259,260,262. 
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amo'unt  agreed  to  "be  pr.id  hiin  on  the   commencement  of  the  courthouse. 1 

John  H.   Murphy  was   appointed  agent  for  the  county  to   carry   into 
effect   the   contracts   for   the   construction  of   the  Courthouse.      He   was 
also  vested  viith  full  power  and  authority  to   enter   into   contracts  v/ith 
persons   for  any  or   all   of   the  house   as   far  as  necessary   to   enclose  the 
same,    that  had  not  "been  previously  contracted  for   at   the  lowest  price, 
Tliis  was  on  July  23,    and  on  August  16,   Murphy  was   authorized   to   con- 
tract with  any  person  or  persons   for    the  quarrying  and  delivery  of 
suitahlo   stone  with  which  to   raise   the   foundation  of  the   courthouse 
nine   inches  higher   than  vva.s  provided  for,      Andrew  Petti  John  had  con- 
tracted  to   furnish   the   stone   for   the   foundation   at  $1.62-|  a  perch, 
aiid  JeremieJi  Delay  was  his   sec^urity.S 

Thomas  Durham, on  Septemter  10,  w-s  allowed  $293,51   l/3   for    the 
masonry  of   the   foundation,    including  all  materials   and  I'ahor,      Euhhard 
again  comes   into   the  minutes   at   the   same   term  of   coLU't  hy  "bein,g   the 
recipient  of  money   in  part  pa,yment   for   the   construction  vrork  done  "by 
Tliomas  Durham  and  Jacoh  StaM.      Work  for  which  Hubtard  had  not   con- 
tracted seems   to  have  "been  handled   through  John  H,   Murphy,    the   court's 
agent   in  charge;   Murphy  was   authorized  to   let   the   contract  for   the   com- 
pletion of   the   cupola,    and  to  procure  a  hall  and  arrow  for   the    same. 
On  December  5,    Thomas  D^irham  was   allowed  $891.14-|-   for   the  brick  v/ork. 
The  record  reads:    "and   it   is   further   distinctly   to  be  understood   that 
the   afores-.id  sum   is    to  be   in  full   for   completing   the   courthouse   agree- 
able  to   the  original   contract,    which   said  Durham  s.grees   to."      Again  the 
court  ordered   its   future  meetings   to  be  held  at   the  house  of  Amos 
Williams.  "5 

By  February  11,    1833,    the   construction  had  made   sufficient  progress 
for    the   court  to  order  purchased   "one  barrel   of  linseed  oil   and  a  suit- 
able  quantity  of  paints"   with  which   to  paint   the  building.      Again  Hub- 
bard was   allowed  $400  in  part  payment  for  his  work,    the  order   for  pey- 
ment   to  be   issued   two  months  after    the  date   cf   the   court's  meeting  on 
June   5,    1833o'^     The   spire  was  pa.inted,    the  arrow  on   the  ball   atop   the 
spire  was  gilded,    the   fireplaces   and  hearths  were   finished,    and   the 
floor  of  the  first  story  was  laid  in  1833.     Each  item  was  paid,  for  when 
completed,    and  Hubbard  received  $100  more  on  the  contract.     Before   the 
close  of   the  year   the   contract  for   finishing  the   joiner  work  on  the 
first   story  oJid  laying   the   floor   of   the  second  story  was  let.      In  June, 
1834,    the   court   exojnined  the  brick  work  and  found   it  of  a  character  ac- 
ceptable;   and  in  July  they  examined   and  accepted  the   joiner's   v/ork. 5 


1.  Supervisors'   Record,   v.   A,   p.    258,259. 

2.  Ibid.,    p.   263-65. 

3.  Ibid.,   p.   268,278,279,284,298-300. 

4.  Ibid,,    p.    303;    v.    B,    p.    11. 

5.  Ibid.,   V.   B,   p.    31,32,34,37,38,41,43,65,74. 
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It  was  not  until  December  l6,  I836,  that  the  court  exanined  the 
work  done  on  the  inside  by  Moses  '^erard  and  found  it  coirrpleted  as 
per  contract,  and  allowed  him  $299.33  l/3»  "^hich  was  the  remaining 
half  of  the  full  amount  for  which  the  contract  had  been  Ifct.  Gr.T7ird" 
on  May  U,  I836  had  purchased  the  contract  for  corrsleting  the  construc- 
tion "'ork.   In  a  full  r?nd  final  settlement  for  his  part  in  the  con- 
struction, Hubbard  had  been  paid  December  3.  l^^'^i  $1S0,17,  '"hich  ^p.s 
the  remainder  due  him.   Though  the  commis^-ioners'  court  continued  to 
meet  at  the  house  of  Amos  V7illiams,  a  session  of  the  circuit  court 
was  held  in  the  new  courthouse  in  Anril,  I835.   Sheriff  William  Rood 
summoned  the  jurors,  cleaned  and  preroared  the  cnurtho^:se,  anA   fur- 
nished candles  in  preparation  for  the  session.   On  June  6,  I830,  the 
county  court  accepted  $2.00,  paid  as  rent  for  the  use  of  the  court- 
house.-^ The  bell  for  the  building  war.  ordered  May  20,  I836,  and  paid 
for  June  6  of  the  same  year,  but  apparently  ras  not  hung  in  the  tower 
until  the  spring  of  1837 .   Stoves  were  installed  In  the  building,  s'jcp- 
•nlanting  the  fireplaces,  in  Ju:ie,  1837.   From  the  records  of  the  court, 
it  would  appear  that  the  courthouso  was  from  this  time  on  considered  a 
completed  structure. 2  The  total  cost  of  this  pny-as-you-ro  enterprise 
was  in  excess  of  $6,500.00,  which  sum  is  p.  compilation  of  the  ronounts  prAd 
for  material  .md  constriction  'rork  at  various  times  from  1828  to  IS37. 

Local  Economy  in  a  Period  of  Sneculation 

The  procedure  followed  r-.s  indicative  of  a  character  noculirr  to 
the  Vermilion  County  founding  fathers.   Tho  county  was  established  dur- 
ing the  presidency  of  John  Quincy  Adams,   The  courthouse  was  in  process 
of  being  built  through  the  whole  of  the  ^residency  of  Andrew  Jackson, 
which  was  a  tine  of  critical  economic  depression,  and  of  'ridospread  po- 
litical disturbance.   It  was  a  period  of  spoils  and  land  speculation. 
The  war  on  the  United  States  Baiik  was  being  '-aged.   The  bank  had  con- 
tracted its  loans  for  the  purpose  of  producing  distress  and  breaking 
the  back  of  the  political  opposition;  financial  stringency  was  delibei*- 
ately  inflicted  on  the  country.   "Nothing  but  the  owidonce  of  suffering 
aboard  will  produce  the  desired  effect  in  Congress,"  said  those  ^-ho  ad- 
vocated the  renewal  of  the  bank's  charter.   The  profits  of  the  bonlc  came 
from  nine  western  states  "'here  little  or  none  of  the  hank's  stock  was 
held.   The  people  of  the  West  -fjo-id  tribute  to  eastern  and  foreigr.  c-.-cpi- 
talists  on  the  money  they  had  borrowed  to  buy  land,  maliie  imorovcments, 
and  engage  in  speculation.   There  followed  the  -period  of  "v.-ild  cat"  fi- 
nance, brought  on  by  the  distribution  of  national  funds  among  state 
bnnks  favorable  to  ^resident  Jackson,  whom  tho  -oroponents  of  the  United 
States  Bank  vigorously  opposed. 3  Nevertholess,  "the  barJc  had  hoped  to 
establish  a  Tiniforn  currency  by  molding  notes  issued  at  one  branch  re- 
deemable at  all  others;  but  \/estern  bfmks  had  issued  such  floods  of 


1.  Su-ocrvisors'  Record,  v.  B,  p.  89,110, I6I, 16^5,188. 
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notes  to  be  applied  to  local  improvements  or  land  speculation  that  the 
United  States  Baxik  was  threatened  "by  the  drain  of  its  specie  in  the 
East.l  Althoiigh  it  has  "been  said  that  "the  history  of  the  first  ten 
yeaj's  of  Illinois  finance,  public  and  private,  is  the  story  of  the 
struggle  of  men  with  conditions  v;hich  they  did  not  understand  and  which 
they  had  not  the  courage  to  meet,  even  according  to  the  intellectual 
light  that  they  possessed" ;2  this  cannot  justly  he  said  of  the  founding 
fathers  of  Vermilion  County,  who  refused  to  encumber  taxpayers  with  the 
burden  of  debt  for  a  courthouse;  hence,  they  did  without  ■^hat  they  could 
not  as  taxpayers  afford.   The  control  of  public  finance  was  held  firmly 
by  those  whose  responsibility  it  '^as  to  pay.  The   economic  and  political 
situation  of  the  times  in  the  nation,  as  well  as  that  in  the  state, 
were  reflected  in  the  financial  policies  the  county  commissioners' 
court  -iras  forced  to  adopt. 

Later  Courthouse  and  Jail  Construction 

A  detailed  study  of  the  county  records  shcvs  that  in  all  Ir-ter  con- 
struction of  buildings  required  to  house  administrative  offices,  courts 
and  other  county  service  units,  civil  offici^'ls  generally  exercised  the 
same  frugality  and  thrift  as  that  practiced  by  the  county's  founding 
fathers.   In  fact  so  marked  was  this  trait  that  the  first  courthouse  was 
thought  to  have  been  burned  by  some  who  wanted  to  see  a  new  and  better 
one  in  its  place.   The  county  board  of  supervisors  refused  and  then  de- 
layed replacing  it  long  after  it  became  a  blemish  to  the  seat  of  justice, 
and  at  a  time  when  the  county  was  able  to  provide  a  structure  adeqiiate 
to  the  needs  of  a  government  that  had  long  outgrovm  its  pioneer  form. 
The  early  practices  of  careful  spending  and  tight  control  of  local  fi- 
nruices  seem  to  have  lon<i  prevailed.   A  bare  outline  of  the  administrative 
history  of  such  construction  follows. 3 

The  inadequate  first  courthouse  was  supplemented,  May  31,  1843,  by 
the  purchase  of  a  lot,  and  building  that  was  formerly  occupied  by  the 
banking  house  of  the  Tanville  Branch  of  the  State  Bank  of  Illinois.   It 
was  typical  of  the  county  officials  that  before  this  purchase  they  or- 
dered on  April  5,  1843,  the  court  clerk  to  give  public  notice  in  six  of 
the  most  public  places  in  the  county  that  sealed  plans  and  proposals 
would  be  received  for  the  construction  of  a  fireproof  clerk's  office, 
and  also  a  poorhouse,  and  a  bridge  across  the  Big  Vermilion  River. 
Through  the  years  since  the  courthouse  was  first  occupied,  which  was  be- 
fore it  was  completed,  portions  of  it  had  been  rented  for  unofficial 
business  agencies.   The  fireproof  structure  suggested  was  finally  to  be 
realized  but  not  until  some  time  later.  The  old  banking  house  served 
as  an  office  for  the  recorder  and  the  county  clerk*,  unused  portions  of 


1,  Pease,  The  Frontier  State,  p.  52-69. 
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3,  See  Housing,   Case,    and  Accessibility  of  Records,   p.   139,    for  a  more 
detailed  account. 
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the  stnictTire,  together  yi^'^  privilege  to  -use  the  garden  and  outhouses, 
were  sold  March  2,  ISUy.^ 

Finally  the  main  huilding  rvas  ordered  sold,  reserving  the  vault  and 
the  doors  to  the  vault.   The  county  owned  this  house  for  ten  years  be- 
fore it  was  finally  disposed  of  and  the  way  cleared  for  action  on  the 
aforementioned  fireproof  off ice. 2  In  the  meantime  the  county  had  passed 
from  the  administrative  control  of  the  court  of  county  commissioners  to 
the  county  board  of  supervisors,  one  supervisor  representing  each  of  the 
nine  to^7nships  into  Thich  the  coiinty  was  divided  in  1830-51'   ^or  a  time 
the  records  show  an  alacrity  on  the  part  of  the  supervisors;  there  was 
much  to  bo  done  and  -oresGure  from  the  newly  organized  townships  as  agen- 
cies of  democratic  control  was  noticeable  in  the  demands  made  on  the 
county  board  to  remodel  the  courthouse,  construct  a  new  and  more  secure 
jail,  redraft  the  program  for  the  care  of  the  poor,  build  new  bridges 
over  the  numerous  streams,  and  relocate  munerous  roadways  that  no  longer 
adequately  served  the  more  densely  settled  county,  which  had  passed  be- 
yond its  awkward  and  adol scent  period,   A  resolution,  stating  that  "the 
interest  of  citiscns  imperiously  demand  the  building  of  a  fireproof 
office  for  the  safekeeping  of  the  records  of  the  county,  and  their  con- 
venience calls  for  the  building  of  a  bridge  across  the  Big  Vermilion 
River  near  Danville,"  was  presented  to  the  board  in  FebruaJ^',  1S55.   The 
building  was  completed  by  November  of  the  sane  year,  and  was  paid  for 
forthwith.   It  was  tv.'elvc  years  after  the  first  proposal  to  build  the 
fireproof  office  building  before  it  was  actually  accorfTolished,  and  five 
years  after  the  county  came  under  the  administration  of  the  board  of  su- 
pervisors.  It  is  noticeable  that  after  the  first  spurt  of  new  life  and 
response  to  the  pressure  of  the  townshi-o  electorate,  the  supervisors 
collectively  reverted  to  the  tr'^ditional  sparing  deliberation,  frugality, 
and  financial  husbnjidry  with  v,-hich  the  county  previously  had  been  admin- 
istered. 3 

It  was  in  June,  I85I,  when  the  new  board  begoji  to  urge  the  necessity 
for  a  new  and  secure  jail,  but  it  r-.-.s  not  until  lirTch,  1855»  that  it  was 
completed  and  the  sheriff  instructed  to  rent  the  tv;o  onst  rooms  on  the 
second  floor  at  a  rate  he  might  think  reasonable,  and  then  p;5y  s^yne  to 
the  county  treasurer  as  county  revenue.   The  new  jail  was  in  process  of 
construction  from  1S53  to  1855*   ^*  ^^s  another  pay-as-you-go  enterprise.^ 
This  jail  was  in  fact  the  county's  third  one,  for  the  old  and  first  jail 
built  in  1828  of  sqiiared  logs  twelve  inches  in  thickness,  had  been  re- 
placed in  I838  by  a  two-story  structure,  which  served  with  careful  guarding 
until  1855-   Thom.as  ucKibcen  was  the  contractor  and  builder  of  the  second 
jail,  and  received  his  full  compensation  for  the  work  in  January,  1839- ' 

During  the  period  of  the  Civil  TIot   the  interests  of  the  populace  were 
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assorted  by  the  grave  politica.1  concerns  of  a  divided  nation  and  of  inter- 
necine strife.  The  county  carried  its  full  share  of  the  economic  "burden  in 
support  of  the  army  of  the  Korth,  and  for  the  care  of  the  families  of  the 
soldiers  of  the  Union  forces.  Public  buildings,  that  were  already  inade- 
quate, became  more  so  during  this  time;  they  grew  old  and  obsolete.  By 
1868  the  courthouse  and  jail  were  so  unfit  for  public  use  that  a  committee 
appointed  by  the  county  boaxd  of  supervisors  reported  that  it  was  "un- 
necessary to  say  anything  for  the  courthouse  as  the  building  speaks  for 
itself;  it  is  very  dilapidated  and  in  an  unhealthy  condition."   The  com- 
mittee recommended  "the  evacuation  of  the  courthouse  and  the  building 
of  a  ner  one  as  speedily  as  circumst.ances  will  permit."  The  jail  was 
declared  unsafe,  and  recommendations  for  its  repair  were  made.  Later  in 
the  same  year  the  board  appointed  a  committee  "to  investigate  the  subject 
of  a  new  courthouse  for  the  co^onty."   The  report  of  this  committee  stated, 
in  part,  that  the  structure  was  antiquated  and  no  longer  adapted  to  the 
needs  of  the  people.   The  population  of  the  county  had  increased  and  the 
county  had  become  one  of  the  wealthiest  of  the  ste.te,  the  committee  de- 
clared.!  The  old  building  did  not  reflect  "the  intelligence  and  enter- 
prise of  the  people."   The  building  should  not  be  allowed  to  stand  more 
thsji  two  years  at  most,  the  committee  advised.   The  county  was  out  of 
debt  end  had  money  in  the  treasury.   The  tax  rate  '.vas  only  twenty-five 
cents  on  each  $100  of  property  assessed;  and  it  was  assessed  at  only  one 
third  of  its  real  value,  which  meant  the  tax  rate  was  about  eight  cents 
on  every  $100.   The  committee's  recommendation  included  enactment  of  a 
law  by  the  General  Assembly  that  would  authorize  issuing  co-onty  bonds 
under  direction  of  the  board  for  the  purpose  of  building  a  new  courthouse. 
The  supervisors  were  asked  not  to  comr.it  themselves  to  a  certain  time 
when  the  new  structure  T7ould  be  built,  but  to  leave  to  their  successors 
in  office  the  decision. 2 

It  was  not  until  September,  1872,  that  the  board  ordered  the  propo- 
sition of  building  a  new  courthouse  and  a  new  jail  submitted  to  the 
electorate  for  decision  at  the  November  election.   Ko  record  of  the  out- 
come of  this  election  was  reported  in  the  minutes  of  the  board's  proceed- 
ings; but  before  the  year  closed  the  courthouse  was  oartially  destroyed 
by  fire,  and  was  rendered  wholly  unfit  for  use.  The  comment  of  the  day 
was  to  the  effect  that  the  only  way  to  get  a  new  and  needed  courthouse 
was  to  burn  the  old  one.   It  had  been  insured  by  the  Aetna  Insurance 
Company,  and  the  board  at  once  undertook  to  collect  on  the  loss.   In 
March,  1873,  a  special  committee  reported  that  an  effort  had  been  made 
to  obtain  the  full  amount  of  the  policy,  but  th?.t  a  compromise  had  been 
reached  and  $3,750  was  accepted  in  settlement  of  the  claim.   The  sale 
of  the  brick  and  other  material  salvaged  from  the  burned  structure 
brought  funds  which  were  deposited  in  a  bank  to  draw  interest  at  ten 
percent  until  they  were  needed  for  building  purooses.  At  once  it  was 
necessary  for  the  board  to  m?ke  provisions  for  housing  elsewhere  the 
various  county  offices  that  were  formerly  locc.ted  in  the  courthouse, 3 


1.  The  census  of  1830  gave  the  population  of  the  county  as  5,836;  in 
1860  it  was  19,800,  and  in  1870,  30,338. 

2.  Sivoervisors'  Record,  v.  E,  p.  575, 580, 582. 

3.  Ibid.,  V.  F,  p.  35,172,176,182,252,253. 
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The  need  for  an  escape-proof  and  sanitary  jail  'becaine  so  urgent  that 
nothing  further  was  done  toward  building  a  ne\7  courthouse  at  this  tine, 
though  some  consideration  •r'as  given  to  constructing  a  .jail  and  courthouse 
in  a  combination  architectural  design.   A  nunber  of  jails  in  Indiana  and 
Illinois  county  seats  V7ere  visited  by  a  comnittee  asr^oir.ted  to  repor'"  on 
plans  for  this  fourth  penal  establishment.   A  lot  was  purchased  for  i^l,5ClO.'0O 
at  the  corner  of  Vermilion  and  South  streets,  near  the  Vermilion  River, 
vheTQ   the  new  county  prison  was  finally  located.   The  construction  was  un- 
dertaken during  the  year  1873  snd  completed  in  the  early  part  of  187^. 
By  1875  the  demand  for  a  new  courthouse  mpls   so  imperative  that  the  first 
definite  steps  were  at  last  talcen  to'^ard  the  matorializr.tion  of  the  riroj- 
ect.   It  '^as  completed  by  the  close  of  1877i  the  cornerstone  having  been 
laid  in  June,  I876.   This  structure  was  remodeled  thirty-five  years  later 
at  a  cost  of  moro  than  $250,000.00.   The  original  structure  together  '"ith 
furnishings  was  built  at  a  total  cost  of  $10U,550. 5O. ^ 

Changes  in  G-overnmont 

Significant  alterations  in  forms  of  local  govornnont  in  Illinois 
were  aade  throughout  the  loeriod  covered  by  the  record  of  changes  in  the 
housing  of  county  offices.   Notwithstanding  the  imiiortance  of  these 
ch<?jiges  in  methods  of  public  administration,  thoy  were  not  reflected  by 
any  very  great  deT)arture  from  the  -orccedents  set  by  the  earliest  Veinil- 
ion  County  officials.   The  pioneers  did  introduce  into  the  co\inty  con- 
siderable of  the  political  forms  with  which  they  were  familiar  in  the 
states  of  their  former  residences.   Early  Illinois  r.tate  g'^vorn-.'-.ent  did 
not  provide  for  toxrnship  government  within  county  units,  so  it  followed 
the  precedent  of  the  territorial  -orocesses  and  the  traditions  of  the 
Virginia  form  of  county  organization.   The  quasi-township-county  ada-ota- 
tion  in  Verr.ilion  County  preceded  its  full  and  legal  adontion  by  forty- 
five  years. 

In  i^ril,  I8U7,  Verriilion  County  elected  a  deleg?.te  to  the  state  con- 
stitutional convention  which  later  convened  at  the  state  capital.   The 
constitution  drafted  was  adopted  by  the  convention  Augi.ist  J,l,   I8U7,  and 
was  ratified  by  the  electorate  of  the  state  llarch  6,  18^8;  it  went  into 
effect  on  the  first  of  April  of  that  same  year.   Tlicre  had  been  a  growing 
demand  during  the  decade  of  the  Uo's  for  changes  in  the  Constitution  of 
1818;  the  drift  toward  popular  government  had  become  marked.   771  th  the 
admission  of  Missouri  as  a  slave  state  into  the  Union,  northern  Illinois 
began  to  be  occupied  with  settlors  from  the  Ep.stern  sud  Middle  states, 
while  Southern  emigration  was  directed  toward  llissouri.   A  long  and  bitter 
struggle  ensueci  in  Illinois  as  in  many  another  frontier  state.   The  new 
basic  law  v/as  partially  the  result  of  that  struggle. 

The  Constitution  of  18U8  entrusted  extensive  powers  to  the  -people, 
both  in  the  election  of  officers  and  in  the  decision  of  important  matters 


1.  Supervisors'  Record,  v.  7,  -n.   190-92,197,198,268. 

2.  Ibid.,  p.  395,U65-70,U73,U85,52l;  v.  G,  r..  25,31,37,53;  V.  P.p.  71, 
81, 99. 162, 325,543. 583;  V.  0,  TD.  62. 
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left  to  the  inhabitants  cf  localities.   It  also  authoi-ized  the  General 
Assembly  to  provide  a  general  law  under  ^7hich  any  county  might  organize 
under  the  township  form  of  government  whenever  a  majority  of  the  voters 
of  such  county  at  any  general  election  should  so  determine. 1   It  was  to 
he  expected  that  Vermilion  County  as  soon  as  possible  would  proceed  to 
organize  under  the  township  form  of  government  that  was  in  general  use 
in  the  Eastern  and  Middle  Atlpjitic  states.  At  first,  however,  under 
the  new  constitution,  the  county  was  administered  by  a  county  coTirt 
v/hich  supplanted  the  court  of  three  county  commissioners.  This  court 
consisted  of  a  coixnty  judge,  and  two  justices  of  the  peace,  elected  for 
terms  of  four  yop,rs  each.  The  justices  of  the  peace,  elected  from  the 
county-at-large,  were  to  sit  as  associate  justices  with  the  county  judge 
p,s  momhcrs  of  the  court  for  the  transaction  of  such  business  as  was 
prescribed  by  the  constitution,  and  also  as  the  General  Assembly  might 
direct. 2 

The  date  set  for  the  change  from  the  court  of  county  commissioners 
to  the  court  of  a  county  judge  and  two  associate  justices  wr.s  the  first 
Monday  in  December,  1849.   The  new  county  officers,  having  been  duly 
elected  at  the  November,  1849  election,  awaited  their  commissions  to  be 
issued  bj^  Governor  Au£-ustus  G.  French.   These  did  not  arrive  in  time  for 
the  official  date  set  to  institute  the  new  county  court;  therefore,  the 
court  did  not  begin  to  function  \intil  December  17,  1849,  when  Guy  Merrill 
as  county  judge,  and  Josiah  Alexander  ?jid  Elam  Henderson  accepted  their 
commissions  and  took  their  oaths  of  office. 3 

Government  by  Townships 

The  General  Assembly  enacted  a  law  governing  township  organization 
at  its  winter  session  of  1849.   This  law  became  effective  April  1,  1850.4 
The  proposal  "to  divide  the  county  into  towns  by  making  as  many  towns  as 
there  arc  townships  according  to  government  surveys,"  was  submitted  to 
the  electorate  at  the  November,  1850  election.   A  majority  of  the  valid 
votes  cast  were  for  the  new  township-co-onty  administrative  system.  At 
the  December,  1850,  meeting  of  the  court,  three  commissioners  were  ap- 
pointed to  divide  the  county  into  tov/ns  cr  townrhips.*^  The  townships 
were  to  be  named  in  accordance  with  the  wishes  of  their  inhabitants.  If 
there  was  no  unanimity  as  to  the  name,  the  commissioners  were  authorized 
to  designate  the  najne.o 

The  commissioners  appointed  to  divide  the  county  into  townships  made 
their  report  to  the  clerk  of  the  county  court  before  Ilarch  1,  1851;  the 
election  of  supervisors  in  the  newly  formed  townships  followed.   The 
first  meeting  of  the  board  of  supervisors  who  took  over  the  management  of 


1.  Constitution  of  1848,  Art.  VII,  sec.  6, 

2.  Ibid..  Art.  V,  sec.  17-19;  L.1349,  p.  62-67. 

3.  Supervisors'  Record,  v.  D,  p.  1-3. 

4.  1.1849,  p.  190. 

5.  Supervisors'  Record,  v.  D,  p.  56,66,73,98, 

6.  L.1849,  p.  190. 
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the  fiscal  affairs  for  the  county  T?as  held  June  13,  1851.  lline  townships 
were  formed  out  of  the  county  as  a  whole.   The  two  extra-legal  tovmships 
into  which  the  county  had  heen  divided  by  the  county  commissioners'  court 
in  1826  were  dropped.  Ripley  Township,  that  lay  north  of  the  center  of 
(survey)  township  eighteen  north,  ceased  to  exist.  The  npjne  of  Carroll, 
the  other  extra-legal  tov/nship,  was  retained.  1  The  to\vnship  names  were 
brought  into  the  minutes  of  the  board  for  the  first  tine  on  September  10, 
1851,  when  the  tax  rate  for  real  rjid  personal  property  was  fixed  for  the 
year.  The  names,  without  the  boundaries  given,  were  Elwood,  G<:orgetorm, 
Carroll,  Pilot,  Richland,  North  Fork,  Danville,  ejid  Union.   The  tax  rate 
set  was  four  cents  on  every  $100  forth  of  real  and  personal  property,  in 
each  toimship  except  Middle  Forki  for  which  five  cento  v/as  the  re.te  ncjned. 
The  commissioners  had  recommended  tlio  organization  of  a  tovmship  to  be 
named  Trickels  Grove;  but  at  the  first  meeting  of  the  board  on  June  13,  it 
was  recorded  that  this  to\7nship  had  not  been  organized  by  its  electorate. 
The  board  ordered  that  the  township  designated  and  bounded  by  the  commis- 
sioners should  be  attached  to  the  Town  of  Middle  Fork.  At  this  meeting  the 
names  of  three  of  the  townr.hips  were  ordered  changed  because  the  appella- 
tions as  first  given,  conflicted  with  names  of  other  toivnships  in  the  state. 
The  general  laws  on  township  organization  ma/ie  it  illegal  to  have  two  with 
the  same  name  in  the  state.  For  Richland,  was  substituted  the  name  of 
Newell;  for  North  Fork,  that  of  Ross;  and  Vance,  for  Union.  The  new  names 
for  these  three  to^7nship^.  were  officially  used  in  the  tax  levy  for  1852,  when 
the  rate  per  township  varied  from  two  to  ten  cents  per  $100  of  real  and  per- 
sonal property,  with  the  highest  rate  levied  in  Middle  Fork  Township. 2 

Those  first  townships  into  which  the  county  was  divided  were  from 
time  to  time  reduced  in  art^a  until  their  nixT.bcr  became  nineteen,  the  last 
throe  being  organized  after  the  turn  of  the  century.   The  record  of  town- 
ship formations  pjid  proposed  divisions  reveals  that  the  Vermilion  County 
people  persisted  in  their  tendency  towards  a  maximum  of  self-government 
as  provided  in  tho  township  form  of  county  administration.  Despite  the 
chpjige  that  has  taken  place  in  the  public  mind  over  the  efficiency  and 
economy  of  the  township  system,  this  county  more  thaji  doubled  the  number  of 
township  divisions  in  the  period  of  a  half  century.  There  has  been  a  de- 
cline in  the  relative  administrative  importance  of  the  township  in  com- 
parison with  larger  development  of  municipal  powers  and  functions  in  incor- 
porated cities,  and  also  in  comparison  with  the  increased  emphasis  on  the 
county  as  compared  to  the  township;  in  Vermilion  County,  hov.-ever,  the 
to\7nship  retains  much  of  the  importance  with  which  it  v;as  invested  by  the 
earliest  advocates  of  tho  to\?nship  law.  This  is  of  special  significance 
because  this  county  passed  through  just  those  stages  of  economic,  indus- 
trial, pjid  social  chrjige  which  brought  about  the  modified  emphasis  of  the 
township  as  the  unit  of  administration.   The  transformation  from  a  purely 
agricultural  state  to  pji  industrial  commonwealth,  with  its  agricultural 


1.  Supervisors'  Record,  v.  D,  p.  73,101. 

2.  Ibid.,  p.  106,120,154. 
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interests  greatly  modified  by  mechanization  and  enlarged  transportation 
facilities,  caused  the  switch  from  the  more  decentralized  to  the  more 
centralized  method  of  r.olitical  and  administrative  control. 

There  were  many  proposals  and  petitions  for  nev7  townships  presented 
to  the  board  of  s^Jpcrvisors  from  ISSl  to  1920,   Pressure  of  petitioning 
groups  was  frequently  recorded  in  the  board's  records.   After  the  adoption 
of  the  Constitution  of  I87O,  the  decentralization  continued  for  a  time  in 
the  further  extension  of  the  township  system,  although  the  new  basic  law 
limited  municipalities,  townships,  and  counties  in  the  exercise  of  power 
to  prevent  abuses  and  extravangances  in, giving  aid  to  enterprises  of  inter- 
nal improvements.   Nevertheless,  betwaen- ...870  9^<i  1927  four  new  townships 
were  added  to  the  fifteen  that  had.  beeli  organized  in  Vermilion  County  prior 
to  I87O. 

The  first  township  organized  after  the  first  legal  division  of  the 
county  was  in  February,  I856,  when  Prairie  City  was  formed  from  the  area 
of  Middle  Fork  Township.   In  September,  1857 »  the  name  of  this  division  was 
changed  to  Patten.   Under  the  name  Prairie  City,  this  township  appeared  on 
the  I856  county  tax  list;  as  Patten  it  apneared  (spelled  Patton)  on  the 
lists  for  I857  f^d.  I838;  thereafter  it  disajDTieared  and  was  not  mentioned 
again,  nor  did  its  name  recur  in  the  records  as  having  been  dissolved  by 
order  of  the  board.   Further  division  of  Middle  Fork  did  not  occur  until 
186U  when  Butler  Tormship  was  orga.nized,  and  named  for  "Old"  General 
Benjamin  F.  Butler,  "cock-eyed  hero  of  the  Civil  Y7ar.  "   It  is  apparent 
that  Patten  Township  occupied  some  of  the  territory  '^hich  later  became 
Butler  Township,  for  the  description  of  boundaries  cites  that  both  were 
in  (survey)  township  23  north.   The  next  township  formed  was  Fremont, 
September,  I856,  the  nam.e  of  v.'hich  \7as  changed  to  Blount  the  following 
September.^ 

In  March,  1857»  an  effort  was  made  to  have  the  organization  of 
Catlin  Township  authorized.   It  was  not  until  March  of  the  following 
year  that  the  board  directed  the  electors  of  the  proposed  new  division 
to  proceed  to  form  a  town  government.   Lyon  Township  was  formed  out  of 
Ross  by  order  of  the  board  in  September,  I86I.   The  electorate  was 
authorized  to  hold  an  election  in  April,  1862,  for  the  election  of 
town  officers.   The  township  was  named  Lyon  by  order  of  the  board;  but 
the  designation  was  later  changed  and  it  appeared  on  the  county  tax 
list  of  September,  1862,  as  Grant,  in  honor  of  the  general  of  the 
Union  Armj'  who  was  a  resident  of  Illinois  and  a  dominant  military 
figure  of  the  time."-  The  next  to  be  formed  was  Sidell  Township,  which 
occupies  the  southwest  corner  of  the  county,  having  Edgar  and  Champsdgn 
counties  as  its  western  and  southern  boundaries.   Sidell  was  ordered  formed 
out  of  the  western  portion  of  Carroll  Township  in  December,  1866;  it 
began  to  function  with  a  town  government  in  1867»   The  valley  of  the 


1.  Supervisors'  Record,  v.  D,  p.  272, 291, 293,3Uo,398,U67;  v.  E,  p.  276, 
277;  Jones,  Veinilion  Coujity,  Illinois,  p.  U22. 

2.  Supervisors'  Record,  v.  L,  p.  318,371;  v.  E,  p.  98,99,181. 
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Little  Vermilion  River  runs  nearly  throu^  the  center  of  the  tovmship. 
There  T7ero  few  settlers  in  this  section  before  I85O,  but  nothing  like 
general  cultivation  of  this  portion  of  the  county  took  place  until  after 
I855.   The  name  Fas  given  to  the  tovmship  in  honor  of  John  Sidell,  '-ho 
owned  much  land  there. 1 

In  December,  I867,  a  strenuous  effort  was  made  by  I50  citizens  of 
Vance,  Catlin,  and  Pilot  tovmships  to  have  the  board  of  supervisors 
authorize  the  formation  of  a  nev:  tov.-nshlp  out  of  lands  included  in  these 
towns.   Because  of  the  many  streams  to  be  crossed  and  the  distance  to  be 
traveled  by  citizens  in  order  to  participate  in  to\7nship  affairs,  the 
new  tovmship  was  ur,r:ently  requested.   In  March,  1868,  the  board  ordered 
the  new  township  formed,  and  designated  that  it  be  named  Oakwood.   This 
township  is  historic  ground,  it  being  r;here  the  Old  Salt  Works  were  lo- 
cated, and  where  the  first  settlement  of  the  county  was  nade.'^  The  next 
to  be  formed  in  order  of  time  was  Jamaica  Townshi-o,  which  was  organized 
in  I89O.   This  new  township  was  made  from  Catlin,  Sidell,  and  Vpjico  town- 
ships.  Then  followed  the  organization  in  I302  of  Love  Township,  which 
lies  in  the  extreme  southeast  corner  of  the  county.  A  large  body  of 
citizens  of  Elwood  Township  desired  to  be  set  apart  in  a  town  of  their 
own,  claiming  they  could  not  have  satisfactory  political  privileges  under 
the  old  division.   The  name  given  the  township  was  in  honor  of  Judge  I.  .A. 
Love  of  Danville,  who  was  the  legal  adviser  to  those  who  asked  for  the 
new  division. 3  Between  I9IO  tmd  I92O,  George  Township  was  divideS  and 
McKendree  Township  formed  out  of  the  eastern  section,  the  larger  -nortion 
of  the  area  being  included  in  McKendree.   The  Township  of  Ross  was  divided 
in  1927,  and  South  Ross  organized,  t.?king  nn  excess  of  six  thous-ind  acres 
more  than  half  of  the  original  area.^  Disregarding  the  relative  merits 
of  the  township  and  nonto\7nship  organization  as  to  cost  and  efficiency 
of  the  two  types  of  county  administration,  Vermilion  Co-unty  citizens  have 
shovm  their  •  preference  for  the  former  by  gradually  increasing  the  num- 
ber of  town  governments  by  ten  since  I85I. 

There  exists  in  the  arrpjngenents  of  townshins  in  the  county  a  sin- 
gular and  somewhat  ludicrous  patchwork  set-up.   In  the  shuffle  of  p.reas, 
placement  of  boundaries  and  political  piny  for  advantage  in  forming  new 
townships,  a  small  area  was  lost  and  partially  forgotten.   The  result 
was  that  a  half  section  of  Catlin  Township  exists  as  an  enclave  within 
Oakwood  Township  on  the  western  border  of  Darwille  Townshi-o,   It  came 
about  in  the  following  manner  and  is  worthy  of  note  because  of  its  relar 
tion  to  the  Ordinance  of  I785  for  the  Disposition  of  TTestern  L.->jids,  and 
Federal  Reservation  of  the  Vermilion  Salines.   The  ordin-xnco  reserved 
section  sixteen  of  every  congressional  or  survey  township  for  the  main- 
tenance of  public  schools,  Vfhen  Illinois  was  accorded  statehood  in  1818, 


1.  Sunervisors'  Record,  v,  E,  -o.  U3I,  U32;  Jones,  Vormilinn  County, 
Iliinois,  p.  U33,U3U. 
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it  had  heen  decided  by  the  constitutional  convention  that  section  sixteen 
of  each  congressional  townshit)  should  become  the  property  of  the  state  and 
the  land  sold  and  the  proceeds  used  to  establish  schools  for  the  inhabitants 
of  the  townships.   The  Congress  of  the  United  States  offered  the  new  state 
three  propositions,  which  if  accepted  became  obligatory  -jpon  the  United 
States.   The  transfer  to  the  state  of  title  to  the  school  lands  to  be  sold 
as  provided  for  by  the  ordinance,  and  also  the  transfer  to  the  state  of 
title  to  saline  lands,  previously  held  by  the  Federal  government  when  the 
Northwest  was  under  the  territorial  form  of  government,  were  two  of  the  three 
propositions  offered.   It  happened  that  the  Salt  Works  in  Vermilion  County 
was  section  sixteen.   An  adjustment  was  made  by  Congress,  and  section  twenty- 
six  was  designated  as  the  school  section.   The  saline  lands  were  not  to  be 
sold  and  could  not  be  leased  for  a  longer  period  than  ten  years  at  any  one 
time.   After  Vermilion  County  was  formed,  and  Catlin  Tovnship  organized  in 
IS5S,  it  was  foimd  that  the  Old  Salt  Works  on  the  saline  lands  was  within 
Catlin  Township.   In  1868  when  Oak^'-ood  Township  was  organised  its  area  was 
formed  from  lands  separated  fron  Vance,  Pilot,  and  Catlin  Itownships.  •-  5oth 
the  new  township  and  Catlin  "anted  to  include  the  Salt  Works  section  sixteen. 
In  the  wrangle  and  negotiations,  Oakwood  secured  the  coveted  Salt  Works  land, 
but  in  some  manner  the  lost  half-section  sixteen  7/as  overlooked  and  when  the 
battle  was  over  the  particular  spot  inside  Oak\TOod  was  still  on  the  records 
as  part  of  Catlin.   Rectifying  the  error  has  been  discussed  at  times,  but 
nothing  has  been  done.   The  dozen  or  so  families  who  reside  in  the  enclave 
seem  content  to  have  noting  done  about  it,  as  each  tine  there  is  an  elec- 
tion they  receive  extra  attention  on  the  part  of  candidates  for  office  in 
the  form  of  transportation  to  Catlin  village,  free  meals,  and  such  other 
gifts  as  may  be  ch.-Lracteristic  of  the  American  political  party  system. 
So  far  as  the  records  show  in  every  other  congressional  township  in  the 
state,  section  sixteen  is  or  was  the  school  section. 

County  Boundaries  Changed 

The  boundaries  of  the  county  today  are  not  those  formed  when  the 
county  was  established.   The  major  adjustments  in  the  lines  dividing 
Vermilion  from  other  Illinois  counties  were  made  in  1833  ^hen  Champaign 
County  was  organized  from  land  adjoining  Vermilion  on  the  west,  and 
Iroguois  County  was  formed  on  the  north  though  not  out  of  land  included 
within  the  legal  description  of  Vermilion  County.   Champaign  County  was 
formed  out  of  the  unorganized  territory'-  west  of  and  also  a  portion  of 
Vermilion  County,  the  western  boundary  of  which  was  set  back  ten  miles 
of  its  entire  length.   Also,  in  1833,  Iroquois  County  was  created  out  of 
the  unorganized  territory  to  the  north,  which  was  attached  to  Vermilion 
for  administrative  purposes.   In  this  case  the  northern  boundary  of 
Vermilion  was  extended  six  miles  and  the  county  continued  administrative 
jurisdiction  over  the  land  now  kno^vn  as  Ford  County,  which  adjoins  Ver- 
milion to  the  west  and  north  of  Champaign  County.   This  accession  of 
land, to  the  north  now  includes  what  .are  Grant  and  Butler  townships.^ 


1.   L.1826.  p,  5O;  Friv.  L.1833.  p.  19.  20,  28;  Jones,  Vermilion  County 
Illinois,  p.  78,  79. 
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Just  as  there  were  many  attempts  to  have  new  townships  authorized  by 
the  board  of  supervisors,  so  there  were  many  proposals  to  divide  Vermilion 
County  and  have  the  General  Assembly  of  Illinois  authorize  the  creation  of 
new  counties.  Among  the  suggested  names  for  proposed  new  counties  were 
Prairie,  Summit,  Harrison,  Lincoln,  Milton,  amd  Ford.  The  latter  name  was 
given  to  the  remaining  portion  of  the  territoiy  attached  to  Vermilion 
County  for  adj:iinistrative  purposes.   It  was  formed  out  of  the  bootleg  or 
panhandle  shaped  area  lying  between  Iroqiiois,  Kankakee,  Livingston,  McLean, 
and  Champaign  counties. 1 

The  county  belongs  to  the  second  class  category  as  fiX'3d  by  an  act 
of  the  Genered  Assembly  regulating  fees  and  compensation  of  county  and 
township  officers  in  the  state.  Counties  containing  a  population  over 
twenty-five  thousand  aiid  not  exceeding  five  hundred  thousand  are  known 
as  second  class. "^  According  to  the  United  States  census  report  Vermilion 
County  had  a  jjopulation  of  89,339  in  1930.'' 


Vermilion  County  Today 
Population 

The  county's  steady  and  normal  growth  in  population  from  the  begin- 
ning reflects  the  balance  that  seems  to  have  been  maintained  in  Its 
political,  economic,  and  social  development.  The  census  figures  for  the 
county  by  decades  since  the  first  one  after  its  organization  are  as  fol- 
lows: 1830  -  5,836;  1840  -  9,303;  1850  -  11,492;  1860  -  19,800;  1870  - 
30,388;  1880  -  41,588;  1890  -  49,905;  1900  -  65,635;  1910  -  77,996;;  1920  - 
86,162.4  The  rapid  risea  in  the  population  curve  occurred  in  the  decades 
of  greatest  expansion  of  the  coal  raining  industry,  together  with  the  growth 
in  agriculture  that  was  made  possible  by  the  development  of  and  application 
of  machinery  in  farming.  The  population  of  the  county  per  townships  is  as 
follows:  Blount,  1,261;  Butler,  2,245;  Carroll,  1,314;  Catlin,  2,147; 
Danville,  45,326;  Elwood,  1,844;  Georgetovra,  8,775;  Grant,  7,143;  Jamaica, 
608;  Love.  568;  McKendree,  951;  Middle  Fork,  1,906;  Newell,  4,771;  Oakwood, 
2,895;  Pilot,  1,133;  Ross,  2,046;  Sidell,  1,646;  South  Ross,  1,402;  Vance, 
1,458.^ 

The  farm  population  of  the  county  for  1930  was  16,395.  This  shows 
that  the  county  is  predominantly  urban  in  population,  thou^  agriculture 


1.  L.1859,  p.  29. 

2.  Sir.ith-Hurd  Revised  Str.tutes  of  the  State  of  Illinois  1935  (Chicago: 
Burdettc  Smith  Company,  1935),  chop.  53,  sec.  30,  p.  1659. 

3.  Population  Bulletin,  p.  34. 

4.  Atlas  of  Taxing  Units.  Volume  1  of  a  Survey  of  Local  Finance  in 
Illinois  Prepared  by  Illinois  Tax  Commission  in  cooperation  with 
the  Work  Projects  Administration  (Chicctgo:  F.  J,  Riley  Printing 
Co..  1939),  p.  11. 

5.  Population  Bulletin,  p.  34, 
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still  constitutes  the  major  industry.  The  native  vAiite  population  was 
81,617,  cmd  the  Negro  population,  3,250.   Of  nales  there  were  46,293,  emd 
of  females,  43,046.  The  total  foreign-born  pop\ilation  in  1930  was  4,442, 
of  which  number  752  were  of  G-erman  birth,  742  of  Lithuanian,  732  of  English, 
303  of  Italian,  239  of  Czechosloval-cian,  239  of  Polish,  224  of  French,  and 
113  of  Eungarirr..  The  remainder  of  the  foreign-born  population  came  from 
other  Euixjpejui  countries.  There  were  15  Mexicans,  11  Chincao,  1  Japanese, 
Cold  3  native  American  Indians.  The  native  white  population  of  foreign  or 
mixed  parentage,  by  birth  of  parents,  was  11,506,  of  which  number  3,548 
were  of  German  parentage  -  the  largest  of  the  foreign  parentage  groups. l 

There  vere  in  193C,  32,818  persons  over  ten  years  of  age  engaged  in 
gainful  occupations,  of  which  number  26,349  were  males,  and  6,469  females. 
There  were  a  total  of  5,757  engaged  in  agriciilture,  of  which  n\imber  121 
were  fenrJ.es.   There  were  2,915  male  farm  owners  ajid  tenants,  and  88  female 
owners  and  tenants.   There  were  64  fann  managers  and  foremen,  and  2,677 
farm  laborers.   There  were  2,401  classified  as  wage  workers,  and  3,329  en- 
gaged in  the  coal  mining  industry.   The  largest  group  employed  was  3,774 
engaged  in  wholesale  and  retail  trade,  excepting  the  automobile  trade. 
There  were  1,648  employed  in  the  building  industry,  and  1,486  in  the  iron 
and  steel  industry,  excepting  blast  furnaces  and  steel  rolling  mills,  in 
which  there  were  189  workers;  in  the  metal  industries,  excepting  iron  and 
steel,  there  were  685.  In  the  steam  and  street  railways  there  were  employed 
2,220;  in  other  transportation  and  communication  industries  there  were  900 
employed.  In  automobile  agencies  and  filling  stations,  464  persons  were 
engaged;  in  garages  and  greasing  stations,  401;  in  banking  and  brokerage, 
289;  in  insurance  and  real  estate,  328;  and  in  the  construction  and  main- 
tenance of  streets,  232.  Miscellaneous  manufacturing  industries  employed 
641  persons;  the  clay,  glass,  and  stone  industries  engaged  518  workers;  the 
postal  service  222,  and  the  laundry,  cleaning,  and  pressing  shops,  283. 
There  were  2,203  persons  engaged  in  professional  euad  semiprofessional  ser- 
vices, of  VThich  number  1,290  were  females.   Hotels,  restaurants,  and  board- 
ing houses  employed  962  persons,  and  1,814  persons  were  employed  in  domes- 
tic and  personal  services,  of  which  number  1,405  were  females.   Those  en- 
gaged in  industries  not  specified  were  945.  In  recreational  and  anusement 
services  there  were  288  persons  employed,  and  in  public  services  not  else- 
where classified,  408.'^ 

The  largest  farm,  population  resides  in  Danville  Township,  though  there 
are  twelve  townships  larger  in  area  than  Danville.  The  rural  population  of 
Danville  Township  is  1,521;  next  in  order  of  large  rural  groups  are,  Oakwood, 
with  1,304;  Grant  with  1,160;  Butler  with  1,125;  Newell  with  1,116;  Blount 
with  1,033;  and  Pilot  with  1,011.  The  remainder  of  townships  have  farm 
populations  under  1,000  persons. ^ 


1.  Population,  Fifteenth  Census  of  the  United  States;  1930  (Washington: 
1932),  V.  Ill,  part  1,  p.  636,538,640,642,571.  Hereinafter  referred  to 
as  Population,  Fifteenth  Census. 

2.  Ibid.,  p. 651. 

3.  Ibid.,  p.  671. 
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Cities.  Towns,  aad  Villages 

The  history  of  the  city  of  Danville  is  so  closely  interwoven  with 
that  of  the  co\inty  of  which  it  is  the  capital  city,  that  the  story  of  one 
is  the  record  of  the  other.  Danville  was  not  a  private  enterprise,  as  new 
towns  in  their  inception  often  v/ere;  it  was  an  enterprise  of  the  whole  coun- 
ty in  its  corporate  capacity,  having  boon  located  and  promoted  by  the  coun- 
ty officials  from  1827  to  long  past  the  middle  of  that  century.   It  was  in 
March,  1844,  that  Elias  F.  Palmer,  clerk  of  the  coirporation  of  Danville,  de- 
livered to  the  court  of  county  commissioners  all  the  books  and  papers  apper- 
taining to  the  corporation.  For  years  after  Danville  had  become  a  thriving 
city,  the  county  was  still  receiving  money  for  the  sale  of  lots  into  which 
the  original  land,  that  had  been  given  by  Beckwith  and  Smith  for  a  county 
seat  site,  was  subdivided.  The  county  records  are  replete  with  data  on  the 
sale  of  lots,  which  at  the  outset  brought  an  average  of  $22  each.  The  site 
of  the  county  seat  was  not  a  particularly  attractive  one  at  the  time  it  was 
selected.   It  was  described  by  early  settlers  as  "a  miserable  town,  at  most 
all  hazel  brush  and  deserted  log  cabins."  Rattlesnakes  were  so  plentiful 
that  they  constituted  a  hazard  to  the  well-being  of  man  and  beast.  On  days 
Trtien  lots  were  auctioned  and  pioneers  came  to  the  county  seat  from  great 
distances  by  horsoback  and  oxcart  to  trade  furs  and  peltries  at  "white  goods" 
stores,  with  Indian  hunters  and  trappers  camping  near  by,  the  occp.sion  fre- 
quently was  turned  into  a.  snake  killing.  Horses  tied  to  village  hitching 
posts  were  not  infrequently  bitten  by  the  snakes  that  the  Indians  refused 
to  kill  because  they  revered  them  as  their  ancestors.  As  now  constituted, 
the  city  is  located  in  Danville  and  llewell  townships.  The  total  population 
of  Danville  in  1930  was  35,765;  the  city  population  within  Danville  To\vn- 
ship  was  34,006,  and  within  Newell,  2,759,  leaving  11,320  rural  and  urban 
inhabitants  of  the  township  outside  the  city  of  Danville. ^ 

There  are  two  other  incorporated  cities  in  the  county:  Hoopeston  and 
Georgetown.  The  latter  was  incorporated  in  1854.  A  town  election  was  held 
and  there  were  cast  31  favorable  votes  for  incorporation,  and  14  against 
the  proposal.  Willirjn  Taylor  v;as  chosen  president  of  the  municipality. 
The  population  of  the  city,  in  1930,  was  3,407.  Hoopeston  in  Grant  Township, 
the  other  incorporated  city,  has  a  population  of  5,613.  Five  of  the  town- 
ships have  no  cities,  towns,  or  incorporated  villages:  these  are  Jamaica, 
Love,  Slo\int,  Pilot,  and  McKendree.  Except  for  the  portion  of  Dp.nville 
City  that  is  in  Newell  Tovmship  there  is  no  other  incoinorated  municipality 
in  Newell.  There  wore  in  1930,  sixteen  incorporated  villages  in  the  county. 
They  are  Rankin  in  Butler  Township,  with  840  inhabitants;  Indianola  in  Carroll, 
with  a  population  of  408;  Catlin  in  Catlin,  with  813;  Belgium  in  Danville 
and  Georgetown  townships,  with  484;  Tilton  in  Danville,  with  1,394;  West- 
ville  in  Danville  and  Georgetown,  with  3,901;  Ridge  Farm  in  Elwood,  with 
888;  Fithisin  in  Oakwood,  with  461;  Muncie  in  Oakwood,  with  222;  Oakwood  in 


1.  Populcition  Bulletin,  p.  34;  Jones,  Vermilion  County,  Illinois,  p.  93, 
393,394;   Supervisors'  Record,  v.  C,  p.  13. 
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Oakwood,  vrith  537;  Rossville  in  Ross,  with  1,453;  Allerton  in  Sidell  and 

Chcunpaign  County,  with  338;  Alvin  in  South  Ross,  with  322;  Henning  in 
South  Ross,  with  287;  Fairmont  in  Vance,  with  741;  and  Potomac  in  Middle 
Fork,  with  643. ^ 

At  the  close  of  the  Civil  War  there  were  fifteen  towns  and  settle- 
ments of  size  in  the  county,  llan;'  of  these  are  now  only  memories  -  ghost- 
towns  of  a  greatly  changed  countryside.   Some  of  these  were  former  sites 
of  mills  and  railroad  stations;  others  were  vain  hopes  of  speculators  in 
real  estate,  and  still  others  just  went  the  way  of  all  flesh.   Among 
ghost  towns,  whose  names  remain  in  the  literature  of  the  county  and  in 
the  records  of  official  transactions,  are  Pellsville,  Greenville,  Leesburg, 
Shepard,  ri^'ersville,  Prospect  City,  Blue  Grass,  Higginsville,  Salem, 
Brothers,  Glenburn,  Weaver,  Gilbert,  Franklin,  Archie,  Monroe,  Conkey- 
town,  Hinrod,  Chillicothe,  and  Denmark.  The  waters  of  Lake  Vermilion  now 
ripple  ever  the  spot  vAcre  Seymore  Treat's  cabin  and  sawmill  stood  in  the 
center  of  old  Denmark.  The  evolution  in  methods  of  transportation  -  the 
automobile,  the  railroad,  and  the  airplane,  together  with  hard  roads  ?Jid 
roadmaking  machinery,  has  had  much  to  do  with  the  disappearance  of  these 
towns  and  villages.  Accessibility  to  markets  determine  in  a  large  way 
the  permanence  of  urbsJi  settlements  in  a  wealthy  agrictiltural  community. 
The  shift  of  populations  is  a  phenomenon  that  occurs  constantly  through 
the  centuries,  but  rarely  ever  so  suddenly  that  it  is  noted  as  a  signifi- 
cant current  event.  Movements  of  people  are  related  to  fundamental  chaing- 
es  in  the  economic  and  social  structure  of  society  more  than  they  are  with 
temperament  and  with  cultural  forces. 

Sconcmic  Status 

Directly  concerned  with  the  basic  industry  of  the  co\inty  are  only 
18.5  percent  of  the  total  population.'  Of  the  county's  589,440  acres, 
87.3  percent  was  in  farms  in  1935.   There  were  3,648  farms,  averaging  142 
acres  each.  There  was  a  decline  in  the  size  of  farms  from  1925  when  the 
average  size  per  farm  was  159  acres;  however,  in  1920  the  averr^^e  number 
of  acres  per  farm  was  145.2  There  was  an  increase  of  463  farms  since  1925; 
but  between  1920  and  1925  there  had  been  a  decrease  of  402.   By  1930  the 
number  a£:ain  increased  by  445,  to  which  n\imber  18  more  farms  were  added 
by  the  close  of  the  next  five-year  period.  These  changes  in  number  of 
farms  were  such  that  by  1935  there  were  only  61  more  farms  in  the  county 
than  in  1920.  The  fluctuations  in  the  number  and  size  of  farms  reflect 
the  unstable  economic  conditions  in  agriculture  and  in  industry  during 
the  five-year  periods  covered  by  the  changes.   The  average  size  of  farms 
in  the  county  is  greater  than  the  average  of  137  acres  for  the  state  as  a 
whole.  There  is  little  evidence  of  farm  consolidation  in  the  county.   In 
1930  the  percentage  of  the  total  land  area  in  farm  use  was  89.8  as  compared 
to  87.6  in  1935,  and  to  86  in  1925.3 


1.  Population  Bulletin,  p.  34. 

2.  Form,  Home  and  Community,  Illincis  (Urbana:  University  of  Illinois, 
1935),  p.  4.  Hereinafter  cited  as  Farm,  Home  and  Comm.unity. 

3.  Ibid.,  p.  4. 
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Of  the  3,648  farms  operated  in  1935,  1,352  ■  were  operated  by  full 
owners,  550  by  part  owners,  28  by  managers,  and  1,708  by  tenants  or  49,9 
percent  of  the  total  number  of  operators.   The  total  value  of  farm  land 
was  $44,766,447.   The  average  value  of  farm  land  per  farm  was  $12,272, 
and  for  the  state  as  a  whole  $9,536.   The  average  value  per  acre  in  the 
county  was  $86.72,  and  for  the  state,  $69.67.  A  coiaparison  of  values  of 
farm  land  as  given  for  1930  and  1935  for  the  county  and  state  show  a  sig- 
nificant decline.   In  1930  the  total  value  per  farm  in  the  county  was 
$18,470,  for  the  state,  $15,553;  in  1935,  for  the  county  it  was  $12,272, 
and  for  the  state,  $9,535.  Per  acre  for  the  county  in  1930,  the  total 
value  was  $126.65,  for  the  state,  $108.68.  In  1935  the  value  for  the 
county  per  acre  was  $85.72,  and  for  the  state,  $69.57.  The  comparative 
value  of  Vermilion  County  farms,  not  including  farm  buildings  and  dwell- 
ings, v;ith  averages  for  the  state  in  1930,  are  as  follows:  county  per 
farm,  land  only,  $14,945;  for  the  state,  $11,912;  per  acre  for  the  coun- 
ty, $102.49;  and  for  the  state,  $83.24.1 

Of  the  1,352  owner-operated  farms  in  1930,  47,5  percent  were  mort- 
gaged, which  percent  was  6.2  greater  than  for  the  state  as  a  whole.  The 
average  debt  per  farm  mortgage  in  the  county  was  $5,915,  for  the  state  as 
a  whole,  $6,182.   The  average  mortgage  debt  per  acre  for  the  county  was 
$52,00,  for  the  state,  $51.00.  The  average  tax  on  land  and  buildings  in 
the  county  in  1929  was  $1,92,  in  the  state,  $1.15.  In  Illinois  the  high- 
est percentage  of  mortgaged  owner-operated  farms  is  found  in  Ford  County 
where  79.7  percent  are  thus  encumbered;  in  Livingston  County,  one  of  the 
richest  in  agricultural  resourcas  in  the  whole  nation,  the  percentage  is 
76.4  percent. 2 

Despite  the  political  record  and  integrity  of  the  county  in  its  of- 
ficial life,  the  quality  of  its  pioneers  and  the  vast  resources  in  soil 
and  minerals,  the  economic  status  of  its  present-day  population  is  no 
bettor  than  that  generally  found  throughout  the  nation.  The  report  of 
the  President's  Committee  on  Farm  Tenancy,  February,  1937,  stated:  "Half 
a  century  ago  one  out  of  every  four  farmers  was  a  tenant.  Today  two  out 
of  every  five  are  tenants,  .  .  .  Thousands  of  farmers  commonly  considered 
ownfers  are  as  insecure  as  tenants,  because  in  some  areas  tho  f:;r.iors' 
equity  in  their  property  is  as  little  o.s  one-fifth.  Fully  half  the  total 
farm  population  of  the  United  States  has  no  adequate  farm  security."  The 
report  further  stated  that  this  insecurity  of  a  series  of  groups  of  far- 
mers "is  a  serious  threat  to  the  integrity  of  rural  life, "3 


1.  Farm,  Home  and  Community,  p.  76. 

2.  Ibid.,  p.  78. 

3.  Farm  Tenancy.  Message  from  the  President  of  the  United  States 
transmitting  the  report  of  the  special  committee  on  farm  ten- 
ancy, 75th  Congress,  1st  Session,  House  Document  7o.  149 
(Washington:  Government  Printing  Office,  1937),  p,  1,3. 
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Agriculture,    the  major  factor  in  the  production  of  wealth  in  the 
co''xcity,    is  therefore  the  real  economic  foundation  for   the  county's  social 
atnd  cultural  life»    Corn  is  the  nain  farn  crop.     Although  crop   surveys 
give  195,146  acres  as  the  average  for  corn  production,    in  1935   the  acre- 
age was  154,000.      The   all-time   high  acreai^e  for   corn  ras  229,000  in  1900; 
the  lowest  acreage   since  1900  w;.s  148,000  in  1934.      T?heat  production 
ranges  from  33,625  in  193C  to  25,830  acres  in  1955.      The  area  sowed  to 
oats   fluctuated  from  119,000  acres   in  1930  to   73,000  in  1935.      The  grow- 
ing of  soy  "beans  has  "Decorae  a  factor  in  farm  economy  since  1926  when 
3,000  acres  were   set  aside  for   their  production;    in  1934,   24,000  acres 
v,'ere  allotted  to   this   crop.     Hemp   is  ncv  gro'.vn  ijnder  contract.      The  c^ji- 
ning  of  corn  at  Eoopeston  and  Rossville  is  an  industry  of  consider.-'ble 
proportions.      The   canning  plrmts  are   surrounded  hy  the  best  growing  land 
for  sweetcorn  in  the  United  States.      Thirty-five  million  cans  of  Ver- 
milion Co'onty  sweetcorn  are  shipped  annually.      Ten  million  cans  of  as- 
paragus and  red  kidney  hesjis  are  processed  in  these  centers   for  shipment 
elsewhere.l 

Animal  husbandry  and  the  use  of  pasture  lands  is  a  phase  of  farming 
that  halances  with  the  "oroduction  of   crops.      Corn  and  oats,    the  major 
crops,    3.re  mostly  fed  to  livestock  rather   than  sold  in  the  grain  ra.^jrket. 
In   the   related  industry  of  dairying,    milk  production  increased  from  5,500 
gallons   in  1900   to   6,000,000   in  1935.     Poultry  raising,    egg  production,    and 
"beekeeping  as  a  side  line,    add  greatly''  to   the  ann^'ju^l   income  of  the  f£,rmers. 
Sca,rcely  2,300  acres  of  woodland  remained  in  the   county  in  1935.     Orig- 
inrJLly   the  wooded  area  amo^Jinted  to  109,000  acres.      Of  woodland  pasture- 
age,    there  "-ere  23,257  acres   in  use   in  1924,    and   in  1935  approximately 
58,000  acres.      That   same  year   there  were  15,600  head  of  dairy  cattle   in 
the   coionty;    15,300  head  of  beef  cattle;    16,800  head  of   sheep;    4-7,000 
swine;    and  12,100  head  of  horses   raid  raijles.      The   fruit  and  vegetable 
production  amoionted   to   $400,000.2 

Tlie   county's   second  most   importrjit   industry   from   the    standpoint  of 
production  of  wealth,    is  coal  mining,     life  as  Americans  live  it,    is   two- 
thirds  dependent  on   coal,    because   coal   in   the  development  of   superpower 
does    two- thirds  of  the  nation's  work,    and  thus   supplies   the  American 
people  with  a  vast  amount  of  material   goods  on  which  American   standards 
of  living  are  based.      This   is  one   way  of  saying   that  coal  production  is 
still   a  basic   industry,    though   science,   perhaps,    is   on  the   eve   of   the 
discovery  of  other  natural  substances   that  ultimately  may  supplant  coal, 
petroleum  products,    and  hydroelectric  power  as   fuel  and  energy.      Such 
a  discovery  will   revolutionize  modern  civilization  and  overthrow   the 
present  basis  of  economic  and  social  organization,    if  not  the  political 
structvxe  of  modern  nations.     Nevertheless,    coal  remains  a  major  factor 


1.  Vermilion  County  Soils,   p.   4-6. 
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in  superpo^/er  on  which  engineers  have  "based  their  hopes   for  vast  social 
improvements?  and  substantial  betterments   in  the  life  of  the  masses.     Be- 
hind mor.t  superpower  enterorises  and  the  vista  of  electrified  civiliza- 
tion,   coal   is   the  condition  precedent. 

It  was  in  Illinois   that  the  first  recorded  discovery  of  coal  was 
made  on  the  North  Jiaerican  continent.      Joll  iet  and  Father  Maxquette  in 
their  voyag:e  of  exploration  in  1673  by  way  of  the  Illinois  River  valley 
and  the  Chicago  River  made  their  ori.'jinal  discovery  of   "carbon  de   terre." 
The  earliest  mining;  in  Vermilion  County  was   in  the  hillsides  by  "drift- 
ing in"   and  follo^dng  the  vein,   or  by  stripping  away  the  earth  above   the 
coal  vein.      In  February,    1855,    the  General  Assembly  of  Illinois  issued 
a  charter  to  '?Tard  K.   Lanon  and  others  associated  with  him,    to  permit  the 
company  to   ongaf;e   in  the   industry  of  mining;   nothing  was  done  under   the 
charter.     Dudley  Lacock  did  some  mining  in   the  coal  lands  he  owned  west 
of  Danville.     Other  operations  in  the  production  of  coal  were  undertajcen 
in  18b3,     About  1860,    Chaindler  and  Dolan  were  first   to  do   extensive  mining; 
they  were  follo\''ed  by  Peter  R.   Lonard.     As  early  as  1860,   Michael  Kelly 
began  an  extensive  strip  minin^^  business.      Tne  real  beginning  of  the  great 
coal  mining  business   in   the  co-onty  v/as   in  1866  when  the  Grape  Creek  coal 
mines  were  opened. 1 

One  of  the  leaders  in  opening  the  coal   industry  was  T'iiiiam  Kirkland, 
v/ho  Wi:.s  hindered  much  by  a  scarcity  of  miners.     Ke  operated  extensively 
by  strippiiig  nith  horses  and  scrapers.     Miners  from  Belgiaim  ?'ere   induced 
to  emigrate   to   Illinois  for  the  purpose  of  supplying  skilled  mine  labor, 
Undergrovnd  mining  started  about  1870  when  shafts  were   sunk.      Two  of 
these  early  shafts  were  burned:   one  by  accident  and  the  other  by  striking 
miners. 2     The  first  mention  of  coal   in  the   supervisors'    records  was   in 
Uarch,    1861,   when  J.    C.    Short  '.-'as  directed  to   superintend  the  purchase  of 
coal  bought  to  heat  the   county  offices.      In  December,    1873,   Alexander 
Borman,    county  surveyor,    laid  before   the  board  of  co^onty  suoervisors  his 
first  annual  report  as   "inspector  of  coal  mines  and  collieries."     Bovman 
reported  in  considerable  detail.     He   stated  a-aong  other   things,    that   the 
Western  Coal  and  Hining  Comprjav  used  a  combination  of  drift  and  shaft 
mining,    "which,"  he   said,    "combines  safety  and  ventilation  in  a  remark- 
able degree."     This  ccmprny  had  a  lease  on  200  acres  of  coal  lyjid;    their 
shipments  averjigod  56,000  tons  a  year  with  a  pajToll  of  $10,000  per 
month.      The  capital  invested  was  $60,000.      The  Enterprise  Coal  Company 
leased  700  acres  of  cool  land  and  emi^loyed  55  men,   with  an  aggregate 
annual  production  of  40,000  tons,    and  had  $160,000  in  capital.      Tne  Ells- 
worth Coal   Company  employed  85  men  and  produced  an  ag>;regate  of  50,000 
tons  of  coal  ann-Jially  from  a  leasehold  of  280  acres  of  coal  land.      The 
Chicago   Carbon  Coal  Compaay  held  a  lease  on  1,200  acres.      There  were  em- 
ployed in  the  mining  industry  at  the   time,    566  men;    and  the  annual  produc- 
tion was  approximately  385,750  tons  of  coal.      The  capital  invested  in  the 
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industry  ^vas   $775,900.      There  v/ere   then  fifteen  shafts    for  coal  mining 
ranging   from  26   to  155   feet  deep,   and   five   of  the   shafts   used   steam 
hoisting  machinery.      There  were   then  fifteen  drift  mines   and  t-vrenty- 
four   strip  banks.      There  were  a   total   of  between  fifty  and  sixty  mines 
in  the   county,^ 

In  contrast  with   the    inspector's    report,    the   records   of  the   first 
coal  production  in  the   state   show  that   in  1833,    6,000  tons  vrere  mined; 
in  1934,    one  hundred  years    later,    40,000,000  tons  were  mined, ^      In  1937, 
there  vrere   six  shipping  mines    in  operation  in  Vermilion  County,   and   the 
total  number  of  employes   engaged   in  the   industry  were   2,051.      The   tonnage 
produced  was   1,883,472,      The  average  number  of  days  worked  during  the  year 
was   141.      In  1936  the  average  number  of  days  vj-orked  vras    176,    and  the   out- 
put was   1,976,645  tons.      In  addition  to   this   production  for  shipping  pur- 
poses,   there  were   96   local  mines   operated  v;itla   792   persons   employed.      The 
tonnage   for  the   year  v/as   390,931,   and  the  average  number  of  days  v/orkcd 
during  the  year  iras   129.      The   output  ■'<vas  used  mostly  in  the   local   trade. 
The   total   tonnage   from  shipping  and  local  mines   vms   2,483,419;    the   total 
number  of  workers   engaged   in  the   industry  v:as   2,833.      In  1928   the   total 
output  was   3,512,290  tons.      The   total  number  of  mines   operating   in  the 
county  in  1937  vras   102.      In  relative   rank  of  counties   in  the   state   pro- 
ducing  500,000  tons   or  more,   Vermilion  ^NB.s   tenth.      In  1933,    employes 
worked  an  average   of  111   days.-     The  annual   income   per  employe  averaged 
$571,65,      To  provide  a   decent  living   for   the  minors   and  their   families 
it  was  necessary  for  them  to   supplement  their   income   by  some   other  part 
time   employment,^     The   county's   store   of  coal  will  not  be   exhausted   for 
many  years,   as  most  of  the   farms   of  the  middle  and   southern  parts   of  the 
countj'-  have   undisti'.r.bed  wealth  stored  below  their  grain  producing   fields. 

Limestone   is   quarried  extensively  near  Fairmont   in  Vance    Township; 
it  is   used  as  a   flux  in  the  manufacture   of  steel,   and   for  a   soil   replen- 
ishing element   in  agriculture,   as  well  as   for  road  grading  material,    and 
ballast  for  railroad  beds,      luany  millions   of  building,    face,    paving,   and 
silica   brick  are  manufactured   in  the   county  near  Danville,    the    largest 
plant  has  an  output  cr.pacity  cf  70,000  bricks   daily, ^ 

Travel  and   Transportation 

The  modern  highv/ays  v^ich  now  interlace  Verm.ilion  County  and  make 
speedy  travel  possible,    are   the   evolution  of  the    Indian  trail,   which   in 
turn  often  was   the   evolution  of  the   track  made   by  some  v/ild  animal.      Pro- 


1.  Supervisors'   Record,    v,   F,    p,   24,245, 

2.  Fifty-Fourth  Coal  Report  of  Illinois,    1935    (Springfield:   Department  of 
Mines   and  minerals,    1935),    p.    117. 

3,  Fifty-Sixth  Coal  Report  of  Illinois.    1937,    p.   30,54,55,66,69,80,82-85, 
90,91,196,197, 
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vious  to  the  time  when  the  location  of  roads  was  determined  by  legal  pro- 
ceedings, convenience  in  travel  established  their  route.  The  Danville  and 
Fort  Clark  Road  was  surveyed  and  laid  out  as  a  legal  road  aboi^t»1834  under 
an  act  of  the  General  Assembly  of  the  state,  but  it  did  not  owe  its  origin 
to  this  legal  action,  for  it  was  traveled  many  years  previous  to  this  date. 
In  1828,  the  court  of  co\mty  commissioners  entered  an  order  appointing  a 
supervisor  of  the  Fort  Clark  Road  from  the  Salt  Fork  to  tho  western  line  of 
Vermilion  County.  Tho  highway  was  well  known  as  the  one  over  which  the 
great  tide  of  immigration  passed  from  the  states  east  of  the  Ohio  to  the 
section  known  as  the  "Military  Tract,"  the  name  given  to  the  lands  lying 
in  the  western  pao-t  of  Illinois,  between  the  Illinois  and  Mississippi 
rivers.  This  tract  comprised  the  lands  given  to  the  soldiers  of  both  the 
Wars  of  the  Revolution  and  that  of  1812.  Another  early  trace  was  the 
Ottawa  Road;  it  was  built  through  Vermilion  County,  passing  to  tho  north 
of  Danville  on  the  way  to  Chicago.   It  was  a  state  road  and  was  oarly 
marked  by  milestones.  This  road   probably  dovoloped  from  trails  converg- 
ing at  Danville  from  Vinconnes,  vAiich  started  nt  Fort  St.  Louis,  and  from 
Fort  Detroit.  Tho  north  and  south  road  wr.s  known  as  the  "Hubbr^.rd  Trace," 
and  was  a  verj^  important  highway  for  years;  its  extension  in  Chicago  is 
known  today  as  State  Street.-^ 

The  American  Fur  Company  had  stations  in  the  coiontry  between  the 
Illinois  and  7/abash  rivers  as  early  as  1785.  They  had  trading  stations 
on  the  Iroquois,  the  Little  'ffabash,  and  the  Embarrass  rivers.   In  1824, 
Gurdon  Hubbard  was  put  in  charge  of  the  compajiy' s  trade  in  this  section; 
he  soon  abandoned  the  trading  posts  on  the  Illinois  River,  and  introduced 
pack  horses  to  cover  the  route  between  Chicago  and  the  southern  extremity 
of  the  territory.  This  way  or  trail  from  Chicago  went  directly  to  the 
Salt  Works  and  thence  south. 

As  has  been  cited  previously  in  this  sketch,  one  of  the  earliest 
services  performed  by  the  county's  officials  was  that  of  establishing 
roads.   It  often  happened  that  the  main  business  of  the  county's  adminis- 
trative body  was  that  of  directing  the  building  of  new  roads,  rerouting 
old  ones,  and  maintaining  all  in  serviceable  condition.  Today  there  are 
3,600  farmsteads  located  on  rural  roads  in  the  covinty;  served  directly 
by  some  form  of  all-weather  roads  there  are  2,400  homesteads.  Facilities 
for  marketing  agricultural  products  are  well  established.  The  following 
is  the  highway  statistical  data  for  the  county:  regular  Federal-aid  roads, 
all  paved,  110.1  miles;  State  Bond  Issue,  all  paved,  30.6  miles;  State- 
aid  (county),  253.5  miles,  of  •?^ich  191.7  miles  are  paved,  48.6  miles  are 
graveled,  and  13.2  miles  are  earth;  township  roads,  1,282.2  miles,  of 
which  12.7  miles  are  paved,  1,103  miles  are  graveled,  and  165.5  miles  are 
earth.  The  total  mileage  of  roads  in  the  county  is  1,676.4  miles. ^ 


1.  Jones,  Verr;ilion  County,  Illinois,  p.  63-65. 
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The  earliest  means  of  travel  through  'th"e  county  was  h?-  ~:zy   of  the 
stagecoach.   These  lines  were  established  to  accommodate  passengers  frora 
one  point>-io  another,  who  otherv'ise  T^ould  have  to  travel  "by  horsehack, 
and  to  carry  the  United  States  mail.   The  mails  vrere  carried  three  times 
a  T/eek,  and  previous  to  the  established  stagecoach  lines,  vrere  taken  on 
horseback.  Very  early  in  the  county's  history,  efforts  were  made  to  make 
the  Big  Vermilion  navigable;  but  nothing  of  conseajience  was  accomplished 
even  for  light  craft.   A  company  of  citizens  of  Vermilion  County  and  of 
neighboring  counties  petitioned  Consress  in  1631  to  grant  a  strip  of 
land  from  Vincennes  to  Chicago  on  rhich  to  construct  a  railroad.   The 
outcome  of  this  t/as  the  charter  secured  in  1S35  for  the  Chicago  and 
Vincennes  P-ailFay.   Among  the  charter  members  of  this  enterprise  appeared 
the  names  of  O-ordon  S.  Hubbard,  then  of  Chicago,  and  John  H.  Murphy  and 
Isaac  R.  !ioore  of  Danville,   This  first  attempt  to  build  a  rival  to  the 
stagecoach,  through  the  county,  was  a  failure.   The  first  competition  to 
the  stagecoach  line  was  the  ^abash  Railroad,  completed  in  1856.   In  1835, 
the  same  year  that  the  charter  vas  secured  for  the  Chicago  and  Vincennes 
Railv7Ey,  a  railroad  was  -crojected  from  Quincy  on  the  Mississippi  River, 
across  the  state  of  Illinois  to  the  Indiana  state  line  in  the  direction 
of  La  Fayette.   T"nis  road  was  to  bo  built  through  Springfield,  Decatur, 
and  Driiville,  and  wa.s  to  be  knovm  as  the  Northern  Cross  RcLilroad,   It  is 
the  road  now  known  as  the  7abash.l  Tlie  plan  to  build  a  railroad  across 
the  state  was  a  part  of  the  great  internal  improvement  scheme  which 
bankrupted  the  state  of  Illinois,  and  before  it  co-uld  be  carried  out,  of 
necessity,  it  had  to  be  abandoned.   The  craze  for  internal  improvements 
seems  almost  incredible,  and  ha.s  gene  dorrn  in  history  v?ith  few  pe-ral- 
lels  of  like  nat'ore.   It  has  been  estim.ated  th-at  the  expense  involved 
in  all  the  proposed  inp.rcvements  -rras  SlO,COO,000,  but  many  writers  main- 
tain that  this  estimate  is  far  too  Iot,  v*.ich  was  a  considerable  sun 
for  the  times. 

Vermilion  Co'onty's  representative  in  the  General  Assembly  at  the 
time  predicted  that  financial  ruin  V70uld  overtai:e  the  state  if  the  legis- 
laPure  persisted  in  its  rrild  scheme  of  internal  improvements.   "Then  he 
sat?  that  he  could  not  prevent  the  plan  from  being  carried  into  effect, 
and  that  public  money  was  going  to  be  wasted  an^'way,  he  managed  to  have 
the  work  begin  at  once  on  that  part  of  the  ITorthern  Cross  Railroad  which 
ran  through  Vermilion  County.  The  heaviest  and  most  expensive  part  of 
the  road  east  of  Sangamon  County  was  practically  completed  before  the 
crash  came.   The  road  remained  in  this  shape  \mtil  1853,  when  the  plan 
to  complete  it  from  Decatur  east  across  the  state  was  formed.   The  road 
was  later  called  the  C-reat  Testern,  running  from  Decatur  to  Danville, 
which  consolidated  with  the  Tvabash  in  1865.   Tlie  first  railroad  locomo- 
tive, the  Pioneer,  entered  DaJiville  in  1855.   The  second  railroad  cross- 
ing in  Vermilion  County  was  the  Danville,  Urbana,  31oonington,  and 
Pekin,  completed  in  1870.   Fot  until  1871  wr.s  there  a  railroad 
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connection  through  the  county  to  Chicago.  The  Chicago  and  Eastern 
Illinois  was  built  then.  Today,  the  following  steam  railroad  companies 
operate  in  the  county:  the  Chicago  and  Eastern  Illinois;  the  Chicago, 
Milwaukee,  St.  Paul  and  Pacific;  the  Illinois  Central;  the  Peoria  and 
Eastern;  the  New  York  Central;  the  New  York,  Chicago  and  St.  Louis; "the 
Wabash,  and  the  Kansas  and  Sidell.  Danville  is  the  eastern  terminal  of 
the  Illinois  Traction  system,  an  electric  railroad.^  The  total  mile- 
age of  both  steam  and  electric  roads  in  the  county  in  1936  was  317.6. 

One  of  the  principal  industries  of  Danville  is  the  railroad  car  and 
locomotive  construction  plant  of  the  Chicago  ?jid  Eastern  Illinois  Rail- 
road Company.  The  city  is  connected  with  the  countryside  by  hard  roads 
as  auxiliary  to  the  steam  c'Jid  electric  railroads;  it  is  a  shopping  center 
of  an  area  occupied  by  175,000  people.   It  is  as  truly  a  hub  city  as  the 
Old  Salt  Works  was  the  center  to  which  the  Indian  trails  iiid  the  paths  of 
the  pioneers  led  in  the  beginning  of  the  nineteenth  century. 

The  development  of  railroad  transportation  in  the  covinty  was  an  im- 
portant factor  in  the  growth  of  the  mining  industry,  providing  an  outlet 
for  coal  to  the  markets  of  large  industrial  centers.   Special  reference 
to  the  existence  of  21.8  miles  of  the  I  Hindis  Central  Railroad  that 
crosses  the  ccunty  north  of  the  center  from  east  to  west  is  given  here 
because  it  i;-troduccs  that  road  into  the  sketch  of  the  cotinty.  The 
history  of  the  Illinois  Central  is  so  interwoven  with  the  growth  of  the 
state  for  several  decades  that  its  construction  constituted  a  large  por- 
tion of  the  state's  internal  development.  It  was  begun  in  1837  and  later 
abandoned  after  the  general  collapse  of  economic  conditions  that  engulfed 
the  co\intry.  A  part  of  the  line  was  subsequently  revived  by  legislation, 
but  the  onteiT^rise  lacked  vitality  until  Congress  in  1850,  under  the  per- 
sistent urging  of  Senators  Sidney  Breese  and  Stephen  A.  Douglas  and  others, 
granted  to  the  state  a  tract  of  2,595,000  acres  throrogh  the  central  part 
of  the  state  in  aid  of  the  railroad's  construction.  The  charter  provided 
for  a  right  of  way  200  feet  wide  through  the  public  lands  of  the  state 
from  the  southern  teriainus  of  the  Illinois  and  Michigan  Canal  to  a  point 
at  or  nefj  the  Junction  of  the  Ohio  and  Mississippi  rivers,  and  for  branches 
of  the  main  line  to  GpJ.ena  and  Chicago.  The  railroad  was  granted  every 
alternate  section  of  land,  designated  by  even  numbers,  for  six  miles  on 
either  side  of  the  road  and  its  branches. 

The  lands  within  the  grojit  v/orS  taken  from  the  market,  and  when  re- 
placed for  sale  two  years  later,  had  doubled  in  price,  selling  at  a 
minimum  of  $2.50  per  acre.   It  was  a  period  of  l-'Jid  speculation.   Specu- 
lators are  said  to  have  held  in  1856  more  than  15,000,000  acres  in  the 
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Hereinafter  cited  at  Seventeenth  and  Eighteenth  Annual  Tax  Reports. 
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state.   In  the  group  was  practically  every  prominent  politiciaJi  in  Illi- 
nois vdth  the  exception  of  Ahroham  Lincoln,  They  held  ahout  all  the 
land  that  had  "been  in  the  puhlic  domain,  excepting  that  portion  owned  "by 
the  Illinois  Central  Railroad  and  the  state.  One  of  the  representatives 
of  the  class  of  land  gamesters,  in  which,  besides  politicians,  were 
small  "business  men  and  eastern  capitalists,  was  Senator  Douglas.-^   "This 
large  group  of  persons  interested  in  speculation  as  a  side  issue  com- 
prised, perhaps,  the  most  influential  part  of  the  population  (of  Illi- 
nois). Frequently,  as  in  the  case  of  Douglas,  their  land  interests  were 
suhordinate  to  their  political  am'Ditions.  This  did  not  mean,  however, 
that  they  did  not  seek  special  legislation  for  the  "benefit  of  their 
lands.   It  was  they  who  sought  to  carry  the  Illinois  Central  and  other 
railroads  through  out-of-the-way  places. " 2 

A  condition  ms,de  in  the  grant  "by  the  government  to  the  Illinois 
Central  required  the  company  "by  act  of  the  G-eneral  Assera"bly  to  pay  into 
the  State  Treasury  five  percent  of  the  gross  earnings  of  the  road  for 
all  future  time,  and  ?J.so  three -foiirths  of  one  percent  of  stock  and  as- 
sets, or  enough  to  make  at  least  seven  percent  of  the  gross  earnings  as 
a  perpetual  revenue  to  the  state.  According  to  its  charter  the  rail- 
road is  free  from  local,  municipal,  and  state  taxation.   The  state 
charter  to  the  company  was  given  a  ratification  clause  in  the  Constitu- 
tion of  1870,3 

'  The  scandals  of  railroad  delinquency  tliat  characterized  the  period 
of  early  railroad  exi^ansion  did  not  develop  in  the  township  governments 
of  Vermilion  County  as  they  did  in  some  township- coimty  governments  of 
the  state.  The  widespread  a'ouse  of  the  credulity,  galli"bility,  and  the 
natural  desire  of  the  masj^es  to  "better  their  circumstances  v;as  not  prac- 
ticed or  tolerated  in  this  county.  Promoters  and  speculators  apparently 
met  a  different  sort  of  county  officialdom  here.   Tlie  taxing  power  of 
the  tovmships  vas  carefully  guarded.  Eov;over,  there  was  some  use  made 
of  this  function  for  the  purpose  of  raising  money  with  whic'n  to  su'b- 
scri'be  for  stock  in  railroads  projected  through  some  townships.   The 
supervisors  in  Decem"ber,  1837,  ordered  that  .judges  "be  T)aid  for  services 
at  elections  held  in  Grant  and  Butler  tovmships.  A  vote  ^as  tai-.en  on 
the  question  of  su"bscri'bing  for  stock  or  making  an  appropriation  to  the 
La  Fayette  and  Eloomington  Railroad  Comp.anj^.4  Again  in  1868,  the  "board 
held  a  meeting  to  consider  the  "pro-oriety  of  appropriating  a  s'lom  of 
money  to  aid  in  the  construction  of  t^e  Chicago,  Danville  and  "Vincennes 
Railroad."   Tlie  "board  adopted  a  resolution  to  appropriate  $41,000  to 
encourage  the  construction  of  the  line  upon  the  following  conditions: 


1.  Paul  W.  Gates,  Tl:ie  Illinois  Central  Railroad  and  Its  Colonization 
Work   (Ccan"bridge:  Harvard  University  Press,  1954),  p,  110-13. 

2.  I"bid. ,  p.  115, 

3.  Constitution  of  1870,  Art.  XI7,  sec.   P. 

4.  Supervisors'  Record,  v.  E,  p.  525,526. 
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"Provided  that  no  part  of  the  said  siun  shall  be  paid  until  the  main  line 
of  said  railroad  shall  have  been  constni.cted  and  be  in  full  operation  to 
the  city  of  Danville  and  within  the  corporate  limits  of  Danville  as  o::- 
isting  when  said  railroad  company  was  chartered,  and  also  be  constructed 
and  in  full  operation  from  said  city  of  Danville  to  the  southern  lino  of 
the  County  of  Vermilion  and  be  completed  and  in  full  operation  through 
said  CoTinty  of  Vermilion  within  three  years  from  the  first  of  August, 
1868. "1 

Taxation 

In  the  early  yearr,  of  the  county's  history  its  surplus  funds  were 
loaned  at  interest  by  order  of  the  court;  the  borrower  provided  bond  and 
security  for  the  amount  borrov/ed.   In  1842  the  court  a^athorized  the  coun- 
ty treasurer  to  lend  Adam  Pete  the  sum  of  $184  in  state  paper,  Pete  having 
entered  into  bond  and  mortgage  security  for  the  amount.   This  was  not  in- 
frequent practice  of  the  thrifty  county  officials. 2  The  financial  sound- 
ness of  the  county  was  maintained  -until  the  period  of  the  Civil  War, 
when  the  officials,  backed  by  the  electorate,  undertook  to  bear  their 
full  responsibility  in  support  of  the  Union  forces.  Treasury  surpluses 
were  loaned  and  the  investments  added  to  the  financial  stability  of  the 
county,  Natiirally  this  kept  the  tax  rate  below  what  it  would  have  been 
had  the  county  fathers  not  been  as  thrifty  as  they  were.  Proposals  for 
levying  a  tax  on  dogs  failed  again  and  again,  vmtil  the  burden  of  the 
wa.r  influenced  suifficient  number  of  the  county  supervisors  to  favor  tr.e 
measure.   In  March,  1863,  an  ordinance  in  relation  to  taxing  dogs  was 
adopted  by  the  board,  whereby  one  dollar  a  head  was  levied  on  "every  dog, 
that  was  to  be  found  or  harbored  or  kept  by  any  person  in  the  countjv." 
The  money  arising  from  the  tax  when  collected,  was  appropriated  to  the 
road  fund  of  each  respective  to\7nship  and  paid  over  to  the  highway  com- 
missioners of  said  toTTnships."^ 

By  December,  1862,  the  war  obligations  were  so  heavy  that  a  proposal 
to  borrow  money  at  ten  percent  interest  v/ith  vhich  to  meet  the  county's 
obligations  was  pressed.  The  motion  was  lost,  but  by  September,  1864, 
"the  treasurer  was  authorized  to  negotiate  a  loan  of  not  exceeding  $7,000 
at  the  lowest  rate  of  interest."  At  the  srxie  tine  the  clerk  was  directed 
"to  issue  warrants  on  the  treasury  for  such  sums  and  to  such  persons  as 
shall  desire  to  loan  to  the  county,  said  orders  bo  made  payable  in  three 
aJid  one-half  months  from  the  date  thereof,  and  bear  such  rate  of  interest 
as  said  treasurer  may  designate  not  exceeding  ten  percent  per  annum,  and 
that  the  money  thus  raised  he  pay  present  indebtedness  now  due."  At  that 
time  the  treasurer  reported  to  the  board  that  ho  had  overpaid  on  accounts, 
^1,219.47.   In  September,  1865,  the  county  treasurer  was  authorized 
to  negotiate  pxiothcr  loan,  this  time  not  to  exceed  $10,000  on  the  credit 


1.  Supervisors'  Record,  v.  E,  p.  550. 

2.  Ibid.,  V.  B,  p.  479. 

3.  Ibid.,  V.  E,  p.  216. 


-  95- 

Historical  Sketch 

of  the  county  on  as  favorable  terns  as  practicable  in  order  to  meet 
outstanding  orders.   In  June,  1866,  the  treasurer  was  again  authorized 
to  borrow  a  sufficient  sum  of  noney  to  cover  all  deficiencies  up  to 
January,  I867.   At  this  tine  the  t?oc  levy  per  tOTmship  ranged  from  two 
cents  on  each  hundred  dollars  of  taxable  property  in  Danville  TorTiship 
to  ten  cents  in  Butler  and  Grant  townships. 

In  June  of  the  following  year  the  treasurer's  report  showed  a  bal- 
ance of  $11,736*52;  and  in  December,  1868,  the  committee  which  had  under 
consideration  the  matter  of  building  a  new  court  house,  reported  that 
the  county  was  out  of  debt  and  had  money  in  the  treasury. ^  So  unpopu- 
lar iTas  the  dog  tax  ordinance  that  a  month  before  Genera,l  Robert  E.  Lee 
surrendered  to  Genercil  U.  S.  Grajit  at  Appomatox  in  April,  I865,  it  was 
repealed,  the  pressure  for  funds  having  slightly  relaxed,  though  the 
county  continued  to  borrow  money  as  above  indicated. 3  Withal  the  fru- 
gality and  tight  control  of  county  funds,  the  coxmty  officials  adminis- 
tered suRTDort  for  the  families  of  volunteers  in  the  Union  Army  with 
generosity  and  paternal  concern.   In  June,  I863,  3^  effort  ^•'as  made  by 
some  in  the  boa.rd  of  supervisors  to  restrict  supervisors  of  townships 
from  creating  debts  for  the  support  of  the  wives  of  soldiers.   Oppo- 
sition to  the  pronosal  urged  a  "generous  and  worthy  support  of  those  who 
have  gone  forth  to  battle  for  their  country".   The  offending  resolution 
was  withdrawn  after  a  heated  discussion. 

The  abilities  of  Vermilion  County  officials  in  handling  their 
financial  affairs  -  balancing  the  budget  and  maintaining  at  the  same 
time  adequate  -nublic  services  from  the  very  beginning  of  the  county  — 
were  greatly  exercised,  the  records  of  the  county  reveal.   The  money 
problem  throudi  the  formative  years  of  the  stnte,  and  for  sorietime  after 
the  Civil  "Jar,  was  a  matter  which  few  understood;  and  many  nostinms  were 
advocated  for  the  cure  of  the  economic  and  trjcation  diseases  so  prevalent 
for  more  than  a  half  century.   Alwnys  nlert  to  avoid  ■pitfnlls  -''Jid  ruin 
to  the  structure  of  county  government  i-'hich  these  pioneers  had  built, 
they  steered  a  zigzag  course  around  the  rapids  over  which  the  state  fi- 
nancial ship  drifted.   In  1862  the  county  bopjd  adopted  a  resolution 
directing  the  county's  representatives  in  the  senate  and  the  house  of 
representatives  of  the  Generr-1  Assembly  to  vote  for  the  repeal  of  the 
law  making  coin  the  only  ciirrency  for  pajAing  t.axcs.5  In  I8U2  the  State 
Bank  of  Illinois  fa.iled,  carrying  -widespread  ruin  all  over  the  state. 
Its  scattered  notes  amounted  to  more  than  $3,000,000,  and  these  state 
bank  bills  constituted  most  of  the  currency  of  the  people.   Though  the 
notes  had  been  falling  in  value  for  a  long  time,  they  suddenly  became 
practically  worthless.   It  became  a  problem  to  keep  the  state  govern- 
ment going  because  the  state  coiild  borrow  no  money.   The  internal  im- 


1.  S^jpervisors'  Record,  v.  E,  p.  I93, 30U,306, 3U6,U08,Ul6. 

2.  Ibid.,  p.  U76,582. 

3.  Ibid. ,  p.  328. 
k.  Ibid.  ,  p.  226. 
5.  Ibid.,  p.  199. 
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provenent  "bubble  had  tiirst  and  the  financial  world  believed  Illincis 
wo-ild  repudiate  her  already  heavy  indebtedness.      The  people  had  nothing 
except  State  3anic  bills  with  which  to  pay   taxes.     The  Governor,   Auditor, 
£ind  Treasurer  of  the   state  were  authorized  by  the  General  Assembly  to 
notify  the  public  through  the  press  that  bills  on  the  State  Bank  at 
Springfield  vrculd  not  be  received  for  taxes.     Bills  on  the  State  Bank 
at  Sha-7neetown  trere  exsnrnted,    and  this  permitted  land  s-ceculatcrs  in 
particular   to  pay  their  revenue  bills  in  worthless  paper  of  that  insti- 
tution.     The  general  effect  of  this  T7as  a  Tridespread  protest  by  the   tax- 
pay3rs  of  the  state,    including  those  of  Vemilion  County,  #* 

This  situation  continued  to  be  a  cause  for  ccniplaint  and  unres*. 
In  recember,    1858,   when  the  aggregate  assessed  valus  of  personal  and  renl 
estate  property  in  the  county  was  $88,197,78,   according  to  a  statenent  fil- 
ed vrith  the  county  beard  by  the  clerk,  1   the  board  ordered  that  the  co^onty 
treas^arer  tcs  authorized  to  receive  the  notes  of  all   solvent  banks  cf 
Illir-cis,    Indiana,  Kentucky,    the  State  Bank  of  Missouri,    the  State  Bank 
cf  Louisiana,   and  th.-^   Southern  Bank  of  New  Orleans  for  all   taxes  due  for 
1855,    and   to   obtain  gold  for  the   scuae  at  the  lorost  rates,   'i-.ich  exchange 
the  board  agreed  to  pay-  out  of  the  cc-onty  treasurj'.     The   treasurer  was 
required  to  accept  after  February  1,   1859,   only  gold  and  silver  coin  in 
paycent  cf  taxes.     At  the  sane  tine  the  board  suiopted  a  resolution  instruct- 
ing the  county's  representatives  in  the  General  Assenbly  to  use  their 
influence  in  having  the  revenue  law  so  altered  that  taxes  could  be  paid 
in  notes  of   the  solvent  bsmks  of  Illinois, ^ 

Eiis  situation  was   in  part  the  background  of  the  circ-anstance  on 
which  Abrahac  Lincoln  nas  challenged  to  a  duel  by  State  Auditor  Janes 
Shields,     Lincoln  had  for  a  law  partner  in  his  Danville  office.   Ward 
Eill  Lamon,     As  a  circuit  riding  lawyer,   Lincoln  frequently  attended 
court  in  Danville.     He  •?7as  well  acq-oainted  with  the  views  of  the   tax^ 
paying  citizens  of  Vemilion  and  other  co^onties  respecting  the  req-'oir^. 
ment  that  taxes  be  paid  in  specie  only,     Lincoln  wrote  humorously  satir- 
ical letters   that  were  published  in  the   Sangaion  Jc^arnal,   a  Springfield 
newspaper,    caricturing  the  requirenent  that  taxes  be  paid  in  coin;    the 
entire  scheme  Tras  described  as  a  "plan  for  securing  gold  for  office 
holders."      Shields  considered  these  letters,   written  in  the  vemac-olar 
of  the  day,   as  "abusive,"     Before  Lincoln  was  freed  with  honor  fron 
the  responsibilities  of  the  duel,   which  was  illegal  in  Illinois,   a 
series  of  negotiations  and  nuch  diplomatic  buffoonery  were  engaged 
in  by  Lincoln's  and  Shields'    seconds,   ^o  were  more  or  less  responsible 
for  the  challenge  in  the  first  place.     It  was  a  political  faux  pas 
vAiich  gave  Lincoln  much  enbarrassnent  and  sone  mental   agony,3 


1,  Supervisors'   Record,    v,   D,  v,  43C, 

2,  Ibid,,   p,   431, 

3,  'Albert  J,  Beveridge,   AbrahsE  Lincoln  1609^1858    (Boston:  Houghton 

Liifflin  Conpany),    II,   p,   38-57, 
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The   total  v-^luc  of   taxable  property  in   the  county  for  the  year  18S6 
was  $6,937,258.      The  value  of   the  land  uas  $3,9U5,226;    torm  lots,    $6o5,lUU; 
and  personal  property,    $2,385»828.      The   tax  record  shmjcd  lU.,U79  horses 
and  '696  niilos,   valued  at  $537,066.      There  ^^ere  in  1935i   12,100  horses  and 
nules   in   the   county,    valued  at  $256,125.      The  \'alue  of  3.670   carriages 
end  ragons  in  1866  \7p_5  given  at   $105,250;    and  3»030  "^lo^'^s   and  matches   at 
$l6,88U.      In  1S35>    the  passenger  automobiles  in  the  county  i-ere  valued  at 
$1,082,1^0,    and' trucks  and  busses  at  $lU5,120.      ^his  data  shows  the  change 
in  c^ans  of  urban  and  countryside   transnortation  that   took  place  between 
186b  and  $935-      They  also    shorr.  the  difference  in  amounts  invested  in 
horses,    carriages,    wagons,    and  automobiles,    trucks,    snd  busses   as  motive 
power  and  conveyances   rithin   the   county.      In  1S66  there  ^7ere   2U,900   "neat 
cattle"   assessed  at  $329,235;    in  I935   there  were  15,300  head  of  beef  cat- 
tle  and  15,600  head  of   dairy  cattle   assessed  at  $U67,010.-^      In  comparison 
with   the   report  on   corn  and  wheat   acreage  given  on  page   87  of  this  His- 
torical  Sketch,    the  assessment  reiDort  for  1866  showed  18,199  acres  of 
wheat,    76,256  acres  of   corn,    and  I3.679   acres   given  over  to   other  crops. 

The   taxable  value  of  all   real   estate   in  I938  was  $^3,^51.951.^     The 
grand  total   of   state   and  local   assessments  of   real   ?iid  personal  property 
for  1936  was  $62,007,U21,    of  which  amount,   $7,796,211  was  the   total   rail- 
road assessment  by   the   state   tax  commission,    and  $5^,197,3^0  '^•'T-s   the 
total   local  assessment   of   ta^:able  wealth,    and  $13,9^0  was  capital   stock 
assessment.      The  grand  tot.al   of   state   and  local   assessments  of   real   and 
personal  property  for  I935  ^^^s  $62,103,859,    of  which  amount,    $8,096,86U 
was   the   total   railroad  a,sscssment  by   the   state   tajc  commission,    and 
$53,995,775  was   the   total  local   assessment   of   taxable  -ealth,    and  $11,220 
was  caoital   stock  assessment.      The   total   tax  levy   on  railroad  ■nroi:)erty 
in  1866  was  $120,050.3      In  1936,    the   assessed  value  of  real   estate   in 
the  county   (board  of   review  figi}.res)    was  $^3, 0l-6,SUo,    of  which  $23,^48,030 
was   the  assessed  value  of   lands,    and  $20,198,810  was   that  of  lots.      The 
comparative   incrcs.sed  values   of  land  and  lots   since  1866  may  be   figured 
from   the   rest)ective  values  uiven  abovo  of  lands   and  lots.        The  values  of 
town  and  city  rerJ.   estate  more  nearly  balajiced  than  when  the   comparative 
figures  were   as   one   is   to    six  in  favor  of  farm  land. 

The   shrinlta^e  of   the   assessed  valuation  of   taxable  wealth  to   the 
amount  of  $18,651,908  between  I935  and  1933  showed  that  the  period  of 
falling  values  in   the   economic  dciression   that  began  the  latter  part  of 
1929  had  not  ended.      The  county  being  both  industrial  and  agricultural 
in   economic   resources,    maintained  a  stability  of   social  organization  that 
surpassed  the  self-reliance  of  those  counties  in  the  state  where  the 


1.  Supervisors'    Record,    v.    E,   p.    ^    2-Ui+;    Seventeenth  and  Eighteenth   ... 
Annual  Tax  Reports,   p.    120. 

2.  Illinois  Tax  Commission  Report,    193^' 

3.  Seventeenth  and'  Sightoenth  Annual  Tax  Reports,   p.    220,232,280,282; 
Supervisors'   Record,   v.    E,  p.    444. 

4.  Seventeenth  and  Sishteenth  Annual   'Hsx  Reports,   p.    l42. 
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main  economic  resources  were  either  industrial  or  agricultural,  hut  not 
both.  Nevertheless,  the  processes  of  economic  disintegration  that  carried 
whole  nations  of  the  :;7orld  into  the  stream  of  social  hreakdcTn,  were  to 
be  observed  in  the  whole  ensemble  of  industrial,  agricultural,  commercial, 
civic,  social,  and  cultural  organizations  of  Vermilion  Co\inty,  Where  the 
people's  wealth  shrinks,  decays,  or  is  wasted,  the  standards  of  high  ' 
cultural  and  social  achievement  cannot  be  maintained.  Material  v/ealth 
is  not  stocks  and  bonds,  gold  or  precious  jewels,  but  rather  goods,  coiw 
sumable  jand  serviceable,  which  contribute  to  social  well  being  and  high 
endeavor. 

Schools  and 

Church J s 

Before  the  county  was  organized,  a  school  was  opened  in  Tihat   is 
now  El rood  Township,   It  was  a  log  school  house  one  mile  east  of  Ver- 
milion Grove,  Reuben  Black,  a  youth  of  eighteen  years,  came  from  Ohio, 
and  in  the  winter  of  1824-25,  secured  enough  subscription  pupils  to 
make  it  worth  his  while  to  open  a  school.  He  taught  one  winter.   There 
were  fourteen  pupils,  and,  of  course,  the  subjects  taught  v/ere  reading, 
writing,  and  arithmetic.   This  school  was  in  existence  almost  two  years 
before  any  one  lived  in  Danville,  In  1827,  another  school  was  organized 
two  miles  northeast  of  Vermilion  Grove,  This  time  the  teacher  was  a 
Methodist  preacher  from  Tennessee,   The  Reverend  Elijah  Yager  intro- 
duced in  his  school  the  subject  of  declamation.   Tlie  following  summer 
this  school  ras  taught  by  Henry  Fletcher. 1  From  1827  on,  schools  de- 
veloped in  other  settlements  cf  the  county,  such  as  v,he  one  at  Butler's 
Point,  and  Georgetown,  and  one  in  the  section  now  known  as  Newell  Towrv- 
ship.  The  schoolhouses  were  built  of  logs,  had  puncheon  floors, 
grer.sed  paper  for  r.-indow  panes,  slabs  for  seats,  and  no  desks.  Q,uills 
were  used  for  pens,  and  fireplaces  provided  heat  d\iring  cold  werther. 
The  subscription  tuition  per  pupil  was  usually  from  $1,00  to  $1.50  for 
a  term  of  three  months;  sometimes  the  tuition  for  the  winter  term  was 
higher;  a  charge  cf  twenty-five  cents  extra  for  fuel  was  added. 


Long  before  the  free  public  school  became  vsi   established  institu- 
tion in  the  state,  sclir.ris  in  Vornilion  County  had  becone  an  important 
factor  in  the  cult^-iral  growth  of  the  citizenry.   Construction  of  school 
houses  and  the  maintenvnce  of  an  educational  system  paralleled  the  eco- 
nomic jrrowth  of  the  county  an.i  the  rise  of  its  political  and  civil  in- 
stitutions to  maturity.   The  enabling  act,  passed  by  Congress,  April 
18,  1818,  under  which  Illinois  entered  statehood,  contained  three  con- 
ditions that  were  to  govern  the  new  state  in  the  matter  of  public 
education.   The  first  was  that  "section  numbered  sixteen  in  every 
township  was  granted  to  the  state  for  the  use  of  the  inhabitants  of 


1.  Jones,  Vermilion  County.  Illinois,  p.  326. 


-  99  - 

Historical  Sketch 

such  tovmship  for  the  use  of  the  schools."  The  second  stimulation  vras 
that  five  percent  of  the  net  -nroceeds  of  the  lands  lying  T-T.thin  the 
state,  to  be  sold  ny  Congress  on  and  after  the  first  dr>y  of  January, 
lS19i  after  deducting  all  expenses  incident  to  the  srmc,  \7ere  to  be  dis- 
tributed under  direction  of  Congress;  trro-fifthg  '--ere  to  be  for  the  con- 
struction of  roads  le?,dii^  to  the  state;  the  residue  T^as  to  be  an-oro- 
priated  by  the  legislature  of  the  state  for  the  encouragenent  of  learn-   • 
ing,  of  i.7hich  one-sixth  part  T-as  to  be  exclusively  bestowed  on  a  college 
or  university.   The  third  requirement  was  that  thirty-six  sections  or  one 
entire  township,  to  be  designated  by  the  President  of  the  United  States, 
together  with  one  already  reserved  for  that  purpose,  were  to  be  reserved 
for  the  use  of  a  seminary  of  learning.   Title  to  the  land  was  vested  in 
the  legislature,  the  land  to  be  ap-oropriated  rolely  for  the  use  of  this 
seminary. 

These  propositions  were  offered  on  condition  that  -o-ublic  lands  should 
not  be  taxed  for  five  years  after  sale;  that  grants  should  enjoy  the  sojne 
prerogative  for  three  years  after  date  of  patent,  and  that  the  lands  of 
nonresidents  should  not  be  taxed  higher  than  other  lands.   These  condi- 
tions T'ere  accepted  by  the  state  convention  that  as-^ernbled  to  draft  a 
constitution  for  the  new  commonwealth.   The  Constitution  of  1818  was  si- 
lent about  schools  as  a  public  institution,  although  the  national  laws 
had  made  the  state  government  the  trustee  for  -property  interests,  in  be- 
half of  schools.   This  fact  soon  compelled  action  on  the  -part  of  the 
General  Assembly  to  pass  lav^s  for  educational  purposes. 

The  first  General  Assembly  at  its  second  session  made  provision 
for  leasing  the  sixteenth-section  lands,  and  provided  for  the  protection 
of  school  land  against  timber  thieving.   It  chartered  the  Madison  Acad- 
emy at  Edwardsville,  the  Washington  Academy  at  Carlyle,  and  the  Academy 
at  Belleville.   The  legislature  of  182b  changed  the  free  school  feature 
of  the  law,  requiring  the  vote  of  the  district  on  the  -amount  of  funds 
to  be  raised  by  taxation,  and  provided  that  only  those  consenting  could 
be  t arced. 

The  ultimate  realization  of  the  progr^jn,  th;>,t  wa.s  materially  pro- 
vided for  by  Congress,  did  not  come  about  for  more  than  forty  years 
after  Illinois  bec-^r.e  a  state.   The  subscription  method  of  supporting 
schools  provided  that  each  school  district  should  have  eighteen  students 
subscribed.   The  subscribing  voters,  and  not  the  trustees,  employed  the 
teacher.   The  General  Assembly  of  1829  took  a.way  the  two  percent  of  the 
state  revenue  for  the  sup-port  of  public  schools.   This  practically 
reduced  education  to  a  subscription  basis.   It  remained  that  way  ijjitil 
1855  v/hen  the  free  public  school,  tax  supported,  was  established.  3 


1.  3  U.S.  S.L.  U28. 

2.  R.L.182Q,  p.  Iks. 

3.  L.1S55,  p.  51. 
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The  total  enrollment  in  secondary  rmd  elementary  schools  in  1937 
was  18,810,  which  was  eighty- three  percent  of  the  total  number  of  school 
age.  There  were  209  school  districts  in  the  county,  and  237  public  school 
buildings;  there  wa3  oiio  rented  building,  making  a  total  of  238  in  use  for 
school  purposes.  There  v7ere  232  libraries  with  77,459  volumes.   There  were 
five  private  schools  with  a  total  enrollment  of  520  in  the  secondary  and 
elementary  grades.  Tv7enty-one  districts  were  combined  into  five  consoli- 
dated districts.  There  were  564  elementary  school  teachers,  of  which  num- 
ber, 476  were  women  and  88  men.   There  wore  213  secondary  school  teachers, 
of  which  number,  126  V7ere  women  and  87  men.  The  average  annual  salary  for 
all  teachers  was  $1,065.10.  The  average  for  men  teachers  was  $1,436.54, 
and  for  women,  $957.13. ^ 

Among  the  social  institutions  that  constituted  a  force  in  the  de- 
velopment of  the  county  was  the  church.  Principally,  among  the  early 
religious  groups  that  participated  throxigh  their  adherents  in  the  organi- 
zation of  the  cctmty  were  the  Society  of  Friends  (Q;uakers) ,  the  Roman 
Catholic  Church,  Protestant  denominations,  and  the  Mormons.  As  in  the 
case  of  many  other  social  forces  and  civic  a#;encios,  such  as  the  public 
service  for  the  care  of  indigents,  emergency  relief,  work  relief,  mothers' 
pensions,  old  r^e  assistance,  pensions  for  the  blind,  and  public  health 
services,  this  Sketch  is  merely  indicative  of  the  co:nplex  of  activities 
that  are  involved  in  the  founding,  evolution,  and  maturing  of  a  county  ad- 
ministrative uiiit  of  state  government. 


Conclusion 

The  county's  participation  in  the  Indian  Wars,  the  Mexican,  Civil, 
Spanish  American,  and  ^orld  wars  was  a  full  expression  of  the  sturdy 
character  out  of  which  its  human  wealth  v;as  formed.  Icumigration  of  peo- 
ples from  Europeaii  states  has  added  to  the  vigor  of  modern  county  life. 
The  infusion  of  now  blood  is  a  replenishing  agent  in  the  stream  of  Ami^r- 
ican  life.  At  the  sap.e  tim.e  the  new  Old  World  element  is  being  fashioned 
anew  by  the  New  World  environment  and  institutions.  This  is  Americp.:  and 
Vermilion  Couinty  stands  today  as  one  of  the  typical  exrxiples  of  that  com- 
bination of  elements  -  material,  human,  insti1?utional,  :uid  historical  - 
that  will  fashion  the  future  pattern  of  sociotiy,  politically  aiid  econom- 
ically, as  splendidly  as  that  fashioned  by  Acliilles  Morgan,  Amos  Williams, 
Dan  Vif.  Beckwith,  James  Butler,  Asa  Elliott,  John  W.  Vance,  and  their 
eqtially  deserving  associates.  There  are  n.ames  of  pirscns,  men  and  women, 
by  the  hxuidred,  such  as  Joseph  "Uncle  Joe"  G.  Cannon,  Ward  Hill  Lamcn, 
Clint  Clay  Tilton,  and  L.  A.  Tuggle  whose  sf-rvices,  activities,  and  achieve- 
ments have  gone  into  the  makiiig  of  Vermilion  County.  The  cultural  and 
material  heritage  of  the  present  a^ad  of  the  future  is  such  as  to  insure 
the  county  an  important  role  in  the  solution  of  political  eind  economic 
problems,  as  great  if  not  greater  than  those  faced  by  the  intrepid  pioneers 
of  the  Vermilion  Salines. 


1.   Statistical  Report  of  the  Su^j.-rintendent  of  Public  Instruction,  State 
of  Illinois,  1937,  p.  12,13,23,29,39,222. 
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Introduction 

The  county  in  Illinois  is  a  corporate  bodyl  and  an  adniinistrative 
unit  of  the  state;  its  fovormnental  organization  is  at  all  times  largely 
an  expression  of  this  dual  nature. 

The  groTfth  of  the  county  as  a  body  politic  is  reflected,  in  each  of 
the  state's  three  constitutional  periods,  in  a  progressive  expansion  of 
the  powers  which  may  by  lavir  be  exercised  by  the  county  board,  and  in  the 
creation  of  new,  and  the  e:rtension  of  existing,  county  offices.  The 
latter  phase  of  grovrth  in  Vermilion  County  and  in  otliers  similarly  organized 
at  present,  has  also  been  affected  by  the  adoption  of  toT.Ti3hip  organisation, 
which  for  the  first  time  constitT;ted  the  civil  tovois  as  an  additional  level 
of  government. 

An  analogous  development  appears  in  the  state's  invasion  of  new 
fields  of  governr.ient  and  the  extension  of  the  county's  role  as  its  agent. 
Originally,  the  county  perfonued  but  a  single  important  function  for  the 
state,  that  of  collecting  its  share  of  the  taxes  levied  within  the  county. 
Since  then,  hov^ever,  education,  public  health,  registration  of  vital 
statistics,  public  assistance,  and  viany  siirdlar  if  less  important  matters 
have  entered  the  province  of  state  control  cr  super'/ision^  To  effect 
this  control,  new  governruental  units,  subcounty  districts  of  various  types / 
liave  com.e  into  existence  or  have  been  converted  to  nev/  purposes;  the 
couaity,  because  of  its  intenuediate  position,  has  become  more  important 
as  a  medivci  of  that  control.. 

Thus  the  complete  operation  of  county  government  in  Illinois  brings 
into  play  a  number  of  par'tly  distinct  authorities..  Their  relationships, 
at  any  time,  are  com.plex.  The  changing  governmental  organization  of 
Vermilion  County,  therefore,  is  easiest  traced  from  the  viCT.-point  of  the 
major  functions  of  county  government, 

<' 

General  Administration 

General  administrative  jurisdiction  over  county  business  has  always 
been  vested  in  the  county  board.  Under  the  first  constitution,  for  all 
counties,  the  county  commissioners'  court  acted  as  the  coijnty  board, 2 
It  was  expressly  declared  to  have  no  original  or  appellate  jurisdiction 


1.  R.L,1827,  p.  107;  R,S.1845,  p.  loO;  R.S.1B74,  p.  306, 

2,  Constitution  of  ISl'S,  Schedule,  sec.  -l:   L.1&19,  p,  175,176, 

-101- 


-  102  - 
Governmental  Organization 
and  Records  System 

in  civil  or  criminal  actions,  but  had  all  power  necessary  to  the  exercise 
of  its  jurisdiction  in  cases  concerning  the  public  affairs  of  the  county 
collectively.-^  The  commissioners  were  constitutional  officers, ^  and 
elected;^  the  court  existed  solely  by  statutory  provision.^  Attached  to 
it  in  a  ministerial  capacity  was  the  independent  statutory  office  of 
clerk  of  the  county  commissioners'  court, ^  at  first  filled  at  the  appoint- 
ment of  the  court,  6  later  by  election."^ 

Under  the  second  constitution,  the  newly  created  county  court  suc- 
ceeded to  the  position  of  tho  county  commissioners'  court. ^  As  an  ad- 
ministrative body, 9  it  was  composed  of  the  county  Judge,  an   elected,  con- 
stitutional officer, 10  and  two  justices  of  the  peace,  elected  at  large. H 
Another  new  office,  that  of  clerk  of  the  county  court,  was  created  to 
provide  it  with  a  ministerial  officer;  the  clerk  also  was  elected. ^2 

The  Constitution  of  1048  also  made  provision,  for  the  first  time,  for 
an  optional  form  of  county  government. 13  The  subsequent  enabling  acts^^ 
provided  that  whenever  the  voters  of  a  county  might  so  determine,  that 
county  should  adopt  township  organization;  one  of  the  principal  results  of 
such  a  change  was  to  alter  the  form  of  the  county  board. 15  Vermilion  County 
so  elected  in  1850,  and  in  1851  the  county  court  was  succeeded  by  a  board 
of  supervisors,  composed  of  members  elected,  one  in  each  of  the  several 
townships. 16  The  clerk  of  the  county  court  was  required  by  law  to  act  as 
the  ministerial  officer  of  the  new  covmty  board.  1'''  In  1872,  however,  that 
clerk  was  replaced  by  a  new  officer,  the  county  clerk,  whose  office  had 


1.  L.1819.  p.  176. 

2.  Constitution  of  1818,  Schedule,  sec.  4. 

3.  L.1819.  p.  100;  L.1821.  p.  100;  L.1037,  p.  103,104. 

4.  L.1819,  p.  175. 

5.  Ibid. 

6.  Ibid. 

7.  L.1837,  p.  49;  L.1845,  p.  28. 

8.  Constitution  of  1848,  Art.  V,  sec.  19;  L.1849,  p.  55. 

9.  The  county  court  was  also  a  court  of  law.  For  its  jurisdiction  as 
such,  see  Administration  of  Justice,  Courts,  p.  107. 

10.  Constitution  of  1848,  Art.  V,  sec.  17. 

11.  Ibid.,  sec.  19;  L.1849,  p.  65.66. 

12.  Constitution  of  1848,  Art.  V,  sec.  19;  L.1849.  p.  53. 

13.  Constitution  of  1848,  Art.  VII,  sec.  6. 

14.  The  original  enabling  act  of  1849  (L.1849,  p.  190-224)  was  repealed 
two  years  later  by  a  more  comprehensive  but  essentially  similar  law 
(L.1851,  p.  35-78). 

15.  Other  effects  of  the  change,  within  the  sphere  of  county  government 
proper,  appear  with  regard  to  the  taxation  procedure.   See 
Finances,  p.  104. 

15.   Constitution  of  1848,  Art.  VII,  sec.  6;  L.1851.  p.  38.50-52; 

Constitution  of  1870,  Art.  X,  sec.  5. 
17.   L.1849.  p.  203;  L.1851,  p.  52. 
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been  created  and  made  elective,  by  the  third  constitution,!  and  who  was 
required  by  la^v  to  'act  as  ministerial  officer  for  the  county  board.  2 
Another  significant  change  in  the  form  of  the  county  board  has  been  the 
addition  to  its  membsrahip  of  assistant  supervisors,  elected  from  the 
various  towns  on  the  basis  of  population;3  the  assistant  supervisors  have 
no  powers  or  duties  as  town  officers,  but  are  members  of  the  county  board 
and  as  such  enjoy  the  same  powers  and  rights  as  other  members.^ 

The  Constitution  of  IS'JO   also  provided  a  new  form  of  county  board 
in  counties  not  under  townshi-p  organization.   This  board  was  to  be  com- 
posed of  three  officers,  styled  connissioners,  who  would  transact  all 
co-'onty  business  as  provided  by  law.  5  Subsequent  legislation  granted  to 
the  boaxd  of  county  commissioners  all  pov/ers  and  duties  formerly  exercised 
by  the  county  court  when  acting  in  its  administrative  capacity. &  These 
laws  were  ineffective  in  Vermilion  since  this  county  has  retained  town- 
ship organization  since  its  institution  in  I85I. 

Concurrent  wixn  the  changing  organization  of  the  county  board  is  an 
expansion  of  its  functions  without,  however,  considerable  extension  beyond 
the  original  jurisdiction  conferred  upon  the  county  commissioners'  court. 
The  authority  of  that  body  extended  to  the  imposition  and  regulation  of 
taxes, 7  a  limited  bat  increasing  management  of  county  property, °  and  a 
growing  fiscal  control,  stringent  in  regard  to  tax  collections,-'  sporadic 
in  its  check  on  the  expenditures  of  other  co-unty-  offices.-'-'-'  The  «ourt 
additionally  had  power  to  appoint  judges  of  election, ^  select  juries, 12 
and,  with  limitations,  to  provide  for  the  construction  and  maintenance  of 
roads  and  bridges. ^3  Poor  relief!^  and  a  tentative  supervision  of  educa- 
tionl5  also  fell  within  its  general  administrative  jurisdiction. 


1.   Constitution  of  I87O,  Art.  X,  sec.  8. 

2.  R.s.igy^,  p.  322. 

3.   Ibid.,  p.  1080;  1.1325,  p.  605;  L.1929,  p.  77U;  L.1931,  p.  9O5-IO; 

L.1933,  p.  1115, nib. 
U.  R.s.igyU,  p.  loso. 

5.  Constitution  of  I87O,  Art.  X,  sec.  6. 

6.  L.1873-7-^.  V.   79. 

7.   L.1S19,  p.  175. 

8.  Ibid.,  p.  2-^7,238;  L.I8U2-U3,  v.    128. 

9.  1.1819.  p.  238,318;  L.1823,  p.' 208;  R.L.1827,  p.  373, 37"^;  R.L.1829, 
p.  121;  L.lgU2-U3,  f.  112;  L.lgU^,  -p.    11.  12. 

10.  R.L.1S27,  p.  "^66;  L.1S31,  p.  175- 

11.  L.I8I9,  V.    90. 

12.  Ibid.,  p.  255;  L.1823,  p.  182. 

13.  Either  by  calling  on  the  able-bodied  men  of  the  county  for  labor,  or 
by  raising  bond  issues  by  subscription  (L.lgl9,  n.  333 »33^»33bf 337, 
3U3;  L.1821,  r^.    167:  L.1825,  -o.  130--^-0. 

lU.   L.ISI9.  p.  127;  I.1S3'--.  o.  138,139. 
15.   R.S.I8U5,  p.  500,501. 
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The  effect  of  subsequent  legislation,  in  the  main,  has  only  been  to 
broaden  that  jurisdiction.  The  county  board  has  been  given  full  power  to 
purchase,  contract  for,  dispose  of,  and  make  regulations  concerning  all 
real  and  perconal  property  of  the  county.^  Until  1912  it  was  also  required 
to  audit  all  claims  against  the  county  and  the  accounts  of  such  officers  as 
were  not  provided  for  by  law. 2  othorvdse,  the  changes  in  form  of  the  county- 
board  in  Vermilion  County  have  not  materially  affected  the  general  admin- 
istrative jurisdiction  of  that  body."5 


Finances 

In  Illinois  counties,  there  has  alv;ays  been  a  close  relationship 
between  the  taxation  processes  and  fiscal  control.  This  circumstance,  as 
well  as  frequent  evidence  of  the  county  board's  ultimate  control  in  such 
matters,  appears  in  a  resume  of  the  legal  status  and  duties  of  the  officers- 
involved. 

Taxation 

The  assessment  function  in  taxation  -was  delegated  by  the  first  General 
Assembly  to  the  county  treasurer,  a  statutory  officer  appointed  by  the  county 
commissioners'  court. ^  The  administrative  body,  within  statutory  limits, 
fixed  -the  amount  of  the  levy,  -while  the  value  of  many  categories  of  real  and 
personal  property  -was  fixed  by  law;  however,  a  limited  discretion  -was  left 
to  the  assessing  officer.^  In  1825  assessments  ■'/rere  rxide  by  the  county 
assessor,  also  an  appointee  of  the  county  commissioners'  court.^  This  duty 
reverted  to  the  county  treasurer  in  1827'  and  continued  to  be  vested  in  that 
office  until  1839,  when  the  General  Assembly  provided  for  -the  appointment  by 
the  county  commissioners'  court  of  district  assessors,  not  to  exceed  one 
in  every  justice's  district, ^  The  earlier  system  was  reestablished  in  1844, 
with  the  treasurer,  however,  now  having  the  status  of  ex-officio  coxinty 
assessor.   Since  1851,  the  date  of  the  institution  of  to-wnship  organization 


1.  L.1849,  p.  202;  L.1851,  p.  50,51;  L.1861,  p.  235,236;  R.S.1874, 

p,  306,307;  L.1911,  p.  245,246;  L.1923,  p.  304,305;  L.1937,  p.  453,454, 

2.  L.1849,  p,  202;  L.1851,  p.  51,   In  1911  provision  was  made  for  the 
election  of  an  auditor  in  counties  the  size  of  Vermilion  (L.1911,  p, 
242,243), 

3.  Com.pare  this  running  sumjnary  vdth  R.S.1874,  p,  306,307,  and  R.S.1957, 
p.  910-12, 

4.  L.1519,  p.  315. 

173;  L.1839,  p.  4-6  |  L.1840,  p.  4; 


5. 

Ibid.,    p.   313,319;   L.1825,    p 

L.1845,    p,   6. 

6. 

L.1825,   p.   173. 

7, 

R.L.1827,    p.   330. 

8. 

L.1839,    p,   4. 

9. 

L.1843,    p.   231, 
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in  Vermilion  County,  the  assessment  function  has  been  performed  on  the 
lower  governmental  level  by  tovm  assessors,  elected  one  in  each  township. 1 
Today,  the  principal  duties  of  the  assessing  officers,  taken  together,  are 
to  bring  up  to  date  each  year  the  periodic  assessment  of  real  property,  to 
take  current  lists  of,  end  appraise  personal  property  and  special  categories 
of  other  property. 2  The  treasurer  now  has  the  status  of  ex-officio  super- 
visor of  assessments. 3 

Before  the  creation  of  a  board  of  review  the  functions  which  today  fall 
within  its  scope  were  performed,  in  substance,  by  various  officers.   In  the 
first  constitutional  period,  it  was  left  to  interested  individuals  or  par- 
ties to  report  property  omitted  from  assessment;  the  county  commissioners' 
court  c6uld  hear  appeals  from  assessments,  but  there  was  no  provision  for 
their  equalization  by  districts. ^  During  the  second  constitutional  period, 
appeals,  in  Vermilion  County,  were  made  to  the  county  court. 5  After  the  in- 
stitution of  township  organization  in  1351,  town  boards  were  empowered  to 
revise  the  assessments  within  their  own  jurisdiction,  and  the  county  board 
was  required  to  meet  annually  to  assess  omitted  property,  review  assessments 
upon  complaint,  and  equalize  valuations  between  towns. 6  In  1898  this  au- 
thority of  the  county  board  was  transferred  to  the  newly  created  board  of 
review,  composed  of  the  chairman  of  the  county  board  as  ex-officio  chairman, 
the  county  clerk  as  ex-officio  clerk,  and  an  additional  member  appointed  by 
the  county  judge. "^  In  1923  the  county  clerk  was  replaced  by  another  member 
appointed  by  the  county  judge;8  the  board  of  review  now  appoints  its  own 
clerk. 9 

The  collection  function  was  originally  performed  in  all  counties  by 
the  sheriff,  an  elected  constitutional  officer.-'-'-'  Its  nature  has  changed 
little  since  that  time.   Essentially,  the  collecting  officer  cnllents  taxes 
according  to  information  originating  outside  his  jurisdiction,  paya  ovfer 
such  sums  to  authorities  designated  by  statute  to  receive  them,  and  reports 
on  payments  of  taxes  and  delinquencies.^  In  1839,  by  a  development 


1.  L.1849.  p.  192;  L.1851.  p.  38;  L. 1871-73.  p.  20-24. 

2.  L.1853,  p.  16,17;  L.1855,  p.  18,24,55;  L. 1871-72.  p.  11,14,15,19,23; 
L.1873.  p.  51;  L.1879,  p.  241-45;  L.1831,  p.  133;  L.1835.  p.  234; 
L.1895,  p.  300,301;  L.1905,  p.  360;  L.1915,  p.  568;  L. 1923,  p.  495,500; 
L.1927,  p.  774:  L. 1931-32,  First  Sp.  Sess. ,  p.  69. 

3.  L.1898,  p.  36-44. 

4.  L.1819,  p.  316;  R.L.1827,  p.  330;  L.1839,  p.  7;  L.1843,  p.  239;  L.1845, 
p.  8. 

5.  L.1849.  p.  65. 

6.  L.1851.  p.  55,57;  L. 1871-72,  p.  21,23,24,25. 

7.  L.1898,  p.  46. 

8.  L.1923.  p.  496;  L.1932,  p.  75. 

9.  L.1923,  p.  496,497. 

10.  Constitution  of  1818,  Art.  Ill,  sec.  11;  L.1819,  p.  316. 

11.  L.1819.  p.  316-18;  L.1821,  p.  182-183;  H.L.1S27,  p.  332,333;  R.L.1829. 
p.  118,121-23;  L.1831,  p.  125;  L.1837,  p.  581,582;  L.1839,  p.  7-12; 
L.1843.  p.  245;  L.1845.  p.  11;  L.1847,  p.  81;  L. 1871-72,  p.  55,57,58. 
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analogous  to  that  which  occurred  with  regard  to  assessments,  the  county- 
board  extended  its  control  to  appoint  a  regular  county  collector.^  Soon 
after,  the  law  reverted  to  the  earlier  situation,  with  the  sheriff  acting 
as  ex-officio  collector. 2  This  situation  continued  until  Vermilion 
County  instituted  township  organization  when  town  collectors  were  elected, 
one  in  each  township, 3  and  the  covmty  treasurer  hccame  ex-officio  county 
collector.^  The  town  officers  paid  over  their  collections  directly  to 
the  county  rfficer,  and  supplied  the  hasic^information  for  the  latter' s 
summary  report  of  collections  in  the  county, ^  In  1917  the  town  office  of 
collector  was  abolished  in  counties  the  size  of  Vermilion,  and  the  county 
collector  became  ex-officio  town  collector,  assuming  all  duties  previously 
assigned  to  the  latter  officer.^ 

Coordination  of  the  taxation  processes  has  always  been  effected  by  the 
county  clerk  or  his  predecessors.  The  assessment  books  are  made  out  by  the 
clerk,  and  returned  to  him  by  the  assessor;  similarly,  the  collector  reports 
on  collections  on  delinquent  property;  finally,  the  treasurer's  receipts 
to  the  collector  for  taxes  paid  come  into  his  possession,  and  the  central- 
ization of  records  concerning  the  basic  taxation  procedure  is  completed,''' 

Fiscal  Control 

The  fiduciary  function  in  county  finances  is  performed  by  the  county 
treasurer  alone.  The  duties  of  the  office  have  remained  substantially  the 
same  since  its  creation;  namely,  to  receive,  principally  from  the  collectors 
of  taxes,  the  revenue  of  the  county;  to  have  custody  of  its  funds;  and  to 
disburse  funds  only  on  specific  authorization  by  law,  or  in  accordance  with 
the  order  of  the  county  board, 8  Through  this  last  requirement,  and  that  of 
the  treasurer  to  report  periodically  to  the  board  on  the  transactions  of  his 
office,  in  addition  to  his  regular  settlement  with  it,  the  lines  of  financial 
authority  once  more  lead  to  the  county  board, 9 


1. 

L. 1838-39,   p.    7. 

2, 

L.1843,    p,   234. 

3. 

L.1849,    p.    192;   L.1851,   p,    38. 

4. 

L.1853,   p.   67. 

5. 

L. 1871-72,    P.   41,56,57. 

6. 

L.1917,    p.   793. 

7. 

L.1819,    p.    317;   R.L.1827,    p.    373;   L.1837,    p.   582;   L.1839,    p.    8-12; 

L.1840,   p.    3;    L.1845,    p.    9,11;   L.1853,   p.    66,77,111;   L.1871-72,    p.   32, 

34,35,46,56-58;   L. 1873-74,    p.    51;    L.1911,    p.    485;   L.1917,    p.   654; 

L.1919,    p.    765;    L.1931,    p.    747. 

8. 

L.1819,   p.   315.316;   R.S.1845,   p.    138;   L.1861i  p.  239;  R.S.1874,   p.   323, 

324. 

9. 

L,1819,   p.    318;   L.1837,   p.   582,583;   L.1845,   p.   33;   R.S.1845,    p.   138, 

139;   L.1861.    p.   239,240;   R.S.1874,    p.    323,324. 
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The  office  of  county  auditor,  in  counties  under  township  organization 
of  more  than  seventy-five  thousand  and  less  thain  three-hundred  thousand 
inhabitants,  was  first  created  in  19II.   This  officer  was  charged  with 
such  duties  as  auditing  claims  against  the  county,  collecting  information 
on  the  cost  of  maintenance  of  county  institutions,  and  approving  orders  for 
supplies.   Recommendations  and  reports  were  to  be  made  to  the  county  board. 
By  1911  Vermilion  County  had  already  attained  the  population  minimum,  and 
the  first  auditor  was  elected  in  1912. 

Administration  of  Justice 

Courts 

Justice,  in  Illinois  counties,  has  been  administered  by  a  constantly 
increasing  number  of  bodies.   The  Constitution  of  1818  vested  the  judicial 
powers  of  the  state  in  a  Supreme  Court  and  such  inferior  courts  as  the 
General  Assembly  should  ordain  and  establish;  required  the  Supreme  Court 
Justices  to  hold  circuit  courts  in  the  several  counties;  and  provided  for 
the  appointment,  in  such  manner  and  with  such  powers  and  duties  as  the 
General  Assembly  should  direct,  of  a  competent  number  of  justices  of  the 
peace  in  each  county. 2 

Federal  statutes  already  allowed  circuit  courts,  in  all  states,  juris- 
diction over  the  naturalization  of  aliens; 3  the  first  state  legislature 
additionally  conferred  jurisdiction  over  all  causes  at  common  law  and  chan- 
cery and  over  all  cases  of  treason,  felony,  and  other  crimes  and  misde- 
meanors.^ The  legislature  further  required  that  two  terms  of  a  circuit 
court  be  held  in  each  county  annually  by  one  of  the  Supreme  Court  justices,5 
but  in  182U  provision  was  made  for  the  holding  of  circuit  courts  by  separate 
circuit  court  judges,  to  be  appointed,  ?,s  were  the  Supreme  Court  justices, 
by  both  branches  of  the  General  Assembly,  and  to  hold  office  during  good 
behavior. o  In  1827  the  General  Assembly  repealed  the  182U  law,  and  again 
provided  for  circuit  courts  to  be  held  by  Supreme  Court  justices.?  At  the 
next  session  of  the  legislature,  when  a  new  circuit  was  established,  pro- 


1.  L.191I,  p,  2U2,2U3, 

2.  Constitution  of  1818,  Art.  IV,  sec.  1,U,8. 

3.  2U.S.S.L,  153-55- 
U.   L.I8I9,  p.  380. 

5.  Ibid, ,  p.  378. 

6.  L.I82U,  p.  kl.      The  Constitution  of  1818,  "hich  had  required  that 
Supreme  Court  justices  be  appointed  by  the  Genernl  Assembly,  further 
provided  that  they  should  not,  after  the  first  session  of  the  legis- 
lature subsequent  to  January  1,  182U,  hold  circuit  courts  unless 
required  to  do  so  by  law  (Art.  IV,  sec.  U). 

7.  R.L.1827.  p.  118,119. 
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vision  was  made  for  the  appointment  of  a  circuit  judge  to  act  therein.-'- 
At  that  time,  therefore,  the  circuit  courts  vrore   held  by  Suprerr^e  Court 
justices  in  four  judicial  circuits  and  by  a  circuit  judge  in  the  fif-bh.^ 
A  change  vms  made  again  in  1835,  vrfion  po-wer  to  hold  circuit  courts  was 
■baken  away  from  the  Supreme  Court  justices  and  prcrvicion  ivas  made  for  the 
appoin-tment  of  five  circuit  judges,  in  addition  to  the  one  already  author* 
ized,  to  hold  circuit  courts*^  The  six  judicial  circuits  existing  at  that 
time  -ivere  supplemented  during  the  next  few  years  ty  the  creation  of  new 
circuits,   so  that  thoy  numbered  nine  in  1841  v/hen  the  office  of  circuit 
judge  -was  again  abolished  and  the  Suprom.e  Court  justices,  also  increased 
to  nine,  were  required  to  hold  circuit  courts.^ 

The  authority  of  justices  of  the  peace  was  limited  by  law  to  jurisdic- 
tion in  specified  civil  cases  and  in  misdemeanors,  with  appeals  allowed 
from  their  judgments  to  the  circuit  coui"t/"  The  po:ver  of  appointment,  the 
legisla-ture  at  first  reserved  to  itself;'  in  18S7,  hovraver,  justices  of 
the  peace  were  required  to  be  elected,  -two  in  each  of  such  districts  6s 
should  be  determined  v/ithin  statutory  limits  by  "the  county  commissioners' 
court. ^ 

Jurisdiction  over  probate  matters  -was  at  the  outset  delegated  to  -the 
county  commissioners'  court. ^  By  act  of  the  next  General  Assembly,  it  was 
transferred  to  the  court  of  probate, ^0  consisting  in  each  coun-by  of  one 
judge  appointed  by  the  General  Assembly. H  As  a  result  of  the  substitution 
in  1837  of  probate  justices  of  the  peace  for  the  judges  of  probate, 12 
jurisdiction  over  probata  matters  for  -the  first  time  ta'ss  placed  in  the 
hands  of  elected  officers .^^ 


1.  R.L.ie29,  p.  38. 

2.  ftiid,,  p.  42,48. 

3.  L.1855,  p.  150. 

4.  L.1857,  p.  113j  L. 1838-59,  p.  155. 

5.  L.1841,  p.  173. 

6.  L.1819,  p.  185,192,195. 

7.  Ibid.,  p.  22. 

8.  R.L.1027,  p,  255,256.  Since  1821,  however,  the  county  commissioners' 
court  had  been  required  to  es-tablish  such  districts,  which  also  con- 
stituted general  election  procincts  (L.1821,  p.  74).  For  changes  in 
the  s-fcatutory  limitations  of  this  power  of  the  court,  see  R.L.1327, 
p.  255,  and  R.L.1829,  p.  93. 

9.  L.1819,  p.  223-33. 

10.  L.1821,  p.  121. 

11.  Ibid.,  p.  119,  The  Consti-bution  of  1818  (Art,  T/,  sec,  4)  had  also 
designated  this  manner  of  election  for  judges  of  all  inferior  courts. 

12,  L.1837,  p,  176,177, 

13,  tne   Constitution  of  1818  (Art,  IV,  sec,  8)  had  reserved  to  the  General 
Assembly  the  right  to  prescribe  the  mai-mer  of  appointment  of  justices 
of  -bhe  peace. 
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The  cotrnty  court  was  the  creation  of  the  second  constitution,!  which 
also  made  circuit  judges  elected  officers.   With  regard  to  the  new  court, 
it  was  further  provided  "by  law  that  it  should  be  held  in  each  county  by 
a  single  elected  officer,  the  covmty  judge. -5   Its  authority  was  extended 
to  jurisdiction  in  all  nrobate  matters,  ar.d  to  such  jurisdiction  in  civil 
and  criminal  cases  as  might  be  conferred  by  the  General  Assembly.^  In 
pursuance  of  this  latter  provision,  the  county  court  was  first  given  the 
same  civil  and  criminal  jurisdiction  as  justices  of  the  peace;5  at  the 
same  session  of  the  General  Assembly,  however,  it  i-^as  declared  that  coiinty 
judges  when  exercising  this  jurisdiction,  acted  only  in  the  capacity  of 
justices  of  the  peace.   Until  the  next  constitutional  period,  the  county 
court,  as  such,  was  given  jurisdiction  only  in  a  limited  number  of  special 
actions; 7  it  was  however,  considered  entitled  to  equal  jurisdiction  with 
the  circuit  court  over  naturalization. ^  In  this  same  period,  provision 
was  made  for  increasing,  on  the  basis  of  nODulation,  the  number  of  justices 
of  the  peace  to  be  elected  in  ea,ch  district.   In  Vermilion  County,  and 
others  similarly  organized,  one  additional  j\istice  of  the  peace  is  now 
elected  for  every  one  thousand  inhabitants  exceeding  two  thousand  inhabit- 
ants in  each  to\i7n.9 

Provision  was  first  made  by  the  Constitution  of  IS/O  for  the  establish- 
ment by  the  General  Assembly  of  an  independent  probate  court  in  each  county 
having  a  population  of  more  than  fifty  thousand  inhabitants.    As  first 
established  by  statute,  the  new  courts  were  to  be  formed  in  counties  of 
one  hundred  thousand  or  more  inhabita.nts^  ^   This  population  requirement 
was  lowered  to  seventy  thousand  in  1881.    The  population  of  Vermilion 
County  reached  this  figure  in  I9IO,  and  a  separate  probate  court  was  es- 
tablished in  the  county  in  I9IO.   The  county  court,  early  in  this  period, 
■was  given  concurrent  jurisdiction  with  the  circuit  court  in  appeals  from 


1.  Constitution  of  ISUS,  Art.  V,  sec.  I,l6. 

2.  Ibid.,  sec.  7>15« 

3.  Ibid. ,  sec,  I7. 
U.   Ibid.,  sec.  18. 

5.  L.lgUg,  p,  65. 

6.  Ibid. 

7.  Ibid.,  p.  65,66;  1,1853,  t).  103;  1.1861,  T).  171,172. 

8.  2  U.S.S.L.  155. 

9.  L,185^,  p.  30-   ^'0  more  than  five  justices,  however,  may  be  elected 
from  any  town  or  election  -orecinct. 

10.  Constitution  of  I87O,  Art.  VI,  sec.  20, 

11.  1.1877,  p.  79, eo. 

12.  L.1881,   p.    72,      In  1933,    the  act  of  I877   was  further  amended  to  make 
the   establishment  of   an  independent  probnte  court  mandatory  in  counties 
having  a  porjulation   of   eighty-five   thousand  or  moreV  and  optional   in 
counties  having  a  poriulation  of  between   seventy   thousand  and  eighty- 
five   thousand  "(L.1933,   p.    ^58). 
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justices  of  the  peace;'^  its  original  jurisdiction  was  extended  to  be  equal 
with  that  of  the  circuit  court  in  all  that  class  of  cases  cognizable  by- 
justices  of  the  peace2  and  involving  in  controversy  sums  not  exceeding 
$500.*^  In  1906,  however,  it  lost  its  naturalization  jurisdiction  since  it 
failed  to  meet  the  additional  requirement  of  Federal  legislation  that  it 
possess  jurisdiction  at  law  without  limitation  upon  amounts  in  controversy, 4 
The  present  constitution,  also,  for  the  first  time,  directed  the  manner 
in  which  the  General  Assembly  should  establish  judicial  circuits,  reqiiiring 
that  circuits  be  formed  of  contiguous  counties  and  that  they  should  not 
exceed  in  number  one  circuit  for  every  one  hundred  thousand  of  population 
of  the  state, 5  At  present  there  are  eighteen  circuits  in  Illinois,  and 
Vermilion  County  is  attached  to  the  fifth  circuit. 6 

Clerks  of  Courts 

The  clerk  of  the  circuit  court  under  the  Constitution  of  1818,  was  to 
be  appointed  by  a  majority  of  the  justices  of  that  court.'''  Since  1849, 
however,  by  provisions  of  the  constitutions  of  1848  and  1870,  the  office 
has  been  filled  by  election. 8  The  office  of  clerk  of  the  county  court, 
which  was  an  independent  elective  office  under  the  second  constitution, 9 
is  now  filled  in  an  ex-officio  capacity  by  the  county  clerk-'-^  who  is  also 
required  by  constitutional  provision  to  be  elected. -^^  The  co^jjity  com- 
missioners' court,  which  for  a  brief  period  held  jurisdiction  over  probate 
matters,  had  its  own  clerk  who  was  at  that  time  appointed  by  the  court. ^ 
Probate  judges  and  justices  of  the  peace  who  subsequently  hold  probate 
jurisdiction,  were  required  to  act  as  their  own  clerks. 13  With  the  transfer 
of  probate  jurisdiction  to  the  county  court,  the  clerk  of  the  county  court 
was  required  to  keep,  separately,  records  of  probate  proceedings  and  busi- 
ness,^^  In  Vermilion  County  since  1910,  a  clerk  of  the  probate  court  has 
been  elected  by  the  county  electorate  at  the  same  time  and  for  the  same 


1.  R.S.1874.   p.   340;  L.1877,   p.   77;  L.1895,   p.  212,223, 

2.  The  jurisdiction  of  justices  has  also  been  progressively  increased 
during  this  period.      See  L. 1871-72,   p.   524;   L.1895.   p.   189,190;   L.1917, 
p.   562,563;   L.1929,   p.   541,542, 

3.  L. 1871-72.  p,  325. 

4.  34  U.S.S.L.  596. 

5.  Constitution  of  1870,  Art.  VI,  sec,  13. 

6.  L.1933.  p.  436, 

7.  Constitution  of  1818,  Art.  IV,  sec.  6, 

8.  Constitution  of  1848,  Art,  V,  sec,  21,29;  Constitution  of  1870,  Art,  X, 
sec.  8, 

9.  Constitution  of  1848,  Art.  V,  sec.  19, 

10.  R.S.1874.  p,  260. 

11.  Constitution  of  1870,  Art,  X,  sec,  8. 

12.  L.1819,  p,  175. 

13.  L,1821.  p.  119,120;  L,1837,  p,  177,178, 

14.  L.1849,  p.  66, 
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terra  of  office  as  the  pro"bate  judge.  1  Justices  of  the  peace  have  al- 
ways been  required  to  keep  their  records  in  person. 2 

Ministerial  Officers 

The  principal  ministerial  officer  of  all  courts  of  record  in  Illinois 
counties  is  the  sheriff.  The  first  constitution  provided  that  the  sheriff 
should  be  elected. 3  Later,  in  1827,  statutory  provision  was  made  for 
the  appointment  of  deputies  by  the  principal  officer;'^  since  1870,  the 
number  of  deputies  that  the  sheriff  may  appoint  is  determined  by  rule  of 
the  circuit  court. 5  The  ministerial  duties  of  the  sheriff  have  undergone 
little  change  in  more  than  one  hundred  years.  Essentially  he  is  to  attend, 
in  person  or  by  deputy,  all  courts  of  record  in  the  county,  obeying  the 
orders  and  directions  of  the  court,  and  to  serve,  execute,  and  return  all 
writs,  warrants,  process,  orders,  and  decrees  legally  directed  to  him.^ 

The  coroner  was  originally  given  equal  power  with  the  sheriff  as  a 
ministerial  officer  of  the  courts. "^  He  was  also  required  to  serve  all 
process  in  any  suit  in  which  the  sheriff  was  an  interested  partyS  and  to 
perform  all  the  duties  of  the  sheriff  when  that  office  was  vacant. 9  The 
last  two  functions  are  still  incumbent  upon  the  coroner. 10 

Justices  of  the  peace  are  served  similarly  in  a  ministerial  capacity 
by  constables.  Not  until  1870  was  the  office  of  constable  given  constitu- 
tional recognition; 11  at  its  creation  by  the  first  General  Assembly,  the 
county  commissioners'  court  was  empowered  to  appoint  one  or  more  constables 
in  each  township;!^  in  1827  it  was  provided  that  two  constables  should  be 


1.  L.1877.  p.  82. 

2.  L.1819,  p.  185-97  (no  specific  record-keeping  requirement  listed  among 
general  duties  of  Justices),  325  (establishing  fees  to  be  paid  justices 
for  keeping  records);  R.L.1827,  p.  260  (becomes  definite  provision  for 
justices  to  keep  own  records);  L.1895,  p.  221,222. 

3.  Constitution  of  1818,  Art.  Ill,  sec  11. 

4.  R.L.1827,  p.  373. 

5.  Constitution  of  1870,  Art.  X,  sec.  9. 

6.  L.1819.  p.  Ill;  R.S.1874.  p.  990,991. 

7.  L.1819,  p.  111. 

8.  L.1821,  p.  20-23. 

9.  R.L.1827,  p.  372,373. 

10.  Despite  the  absence  from  the  'oresent  law  of  statutory  provision  for 
the  coroner  to  serve  process  originally  directed  to  him  (R.S.1874,  p. 
281,282),  the  courts  have  held  that  he  may  so  do,  an  emergency  being 
presumed  to  exist  without  need  for  the  process  to  recite  reason  for  its 
issuance  to  the  coroner  (20  111.  185;  57  111.  268). 

11.  Constitution  of  1870,  Art.  VII,  sec.  21. 

12.  L.1819.  p.  162. 


-  112  - 
Governmental  Organization 
and  Records  System 

elected  in  each  justice  of   the  peace  district. 1     Since   that  date,    subse- 
quent legislation  has  grouped  justices  of  the  peace  and  constables  in  all 
provisions  regarding  their  election. 2     Constables,    like   sheriffs  and  coro- 
ners,  have  always  been  required   to   serve  and  execute  all  process  legally 
directed  to   them; 3  process  issuing  from  a  justice  of  the  peace  court, 
however,   may  be  directed  only  to   some  constable  of  the   same  county. 4 

Prosecutions 

The  duty  of   the  present   state's  attorney  to  prosecute  and  defend  all 
actions,    civil  or  criminal,    involving  the  county,    the  people,    or  officers 
of   the   state  or  county, ^  was  incumbent  originally  upon  the  circuit  attor- 
ney.^     In  1327   this  officer  was  replaced  by  the   state's  attorney. 7     Also 
in  effect  from  an  eaxly  date  is   the  officer's  other  major  duty,   apart 
from  the  enforcement  of  law.^  of  giving  opinions  on  pjiy  questions  of  law 
relating  to  criminal  or  other  matters  in  vjhich  the  peoole  of  the  county 
may  be  concerned. 9 

The  office  of   the  circuit  attorney  and  early  state's  attorney, 
which  existed  solely  by  statutory  provision, ^'-^  were  appointive  by  the 
Governor  until  1835, ^  sind  thereafter  by  the  General  Assembly.  12     The 
second  constitution  provided  for  an  elected   state's  attorney;!^   gince 
each  judicial  circuit  was  sm  elective  district  for  this  purpose,    the 
territori.il  jurisdiction  of  the  new  officer  remained  the   same  as  that  of 
the  former  officer. 1^     Not  until   the  adoption  of   the  present  constitution 
was  provision  made  for   the  election  of  a  separate  state's  attorney  in 
each  county. 15 


1.  R.L.1827,  p.  258. 

2.  See  Courts,  p.  107. 

3.  L.1819,  p.  152,163;  H.S.1874,  p.  400. 

4.  L.1819,  p.  186;  R.S.1345,  p.  317;  L. 1871-72,  p.  525;  L.1395,  p.  191, 
195;  L.1957,  p.  900.   Similarly,  process  issuing  from  courts  of  record 
is  required  to  be  directed  to  the  sheriff  or,  under  certain  conditions 
noted  (footnotes  7,8,  and  9,  p.  Ill),  to  the  coroner  (R.S.1845,  p.  413; 
L. 1871-72,  p.  338;  L.1907,  p.  444,445;  L.1933,  p.  786;  L.1957,  p.  989). 

5.  R.S.1S74,  p.  173,174. 

6.  L.1819,  p.  204;  L.1825,  p.  178,179. 

7.  R.L.1827,  p.  79,80. 

8.  See  Enforcement  of  Law,   p.    113. 

9.  R.S.1845.   p.    76;    R.S.ie74,    p.    174. 

10.  L.1819,   p.   204-6. 

11.  Ibid.,   p.    204. 

12.  L.1835.   p.   44. 

13.  Constitution  of  1348,   Art.   V,    sec.    21.      The  new  title,   however,   had 
alresidy  come  into  occasional  use  in  the   interim  (R.L.1327,   p.   79,80; 
L.1855.   p.   44;    L.1847.    p.    18,19). 

14.  Constitution  of  1848,   Art.  V,    sec,   22,28. 

15.  Constitution  of  1870,   Art.   VI,    sec.   22. 
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Inquests 

The   holding  of  inquests,  one  of  the  duties  of  the  ooronor  in  Illinois 
counties,  is  also  a  part  of  the  adrinistration  of  justice,  TI-o  office  of 
coroner  vra.s  created  by  the  first  constitution  and  required  to  be  filled  by 
election;!  the  statutory  provisions  concerning  the  inquest  function  have 
not  changed  substantially  since  their  enf.ctr\ent  by  the  second  General 
Asseribly,2  The  coroner,  v«'hen  informed  of  the  body  of  any  person  being 
found  dead,  supposedly  by  violence,  casu-lty,  or  undue  ir.eans,  is  required 
to  suiranon  a  jury  to  inquire  hov/,  :.n  v;hat  ::ianner,  s.nd  by  whom  or  what,  death 
v/as  caused;  testimony  of  vritnesses  is  taken;  vdtnesses  \fhose   evidence  im- 
plicates any  person  as  the  unlav;fi\L  slayer  of  the  deceased  are  bound  over 
to  the  circuit  court;  the  verdict  of  the  jury  is  returned  to  the  clerk  of 
that  court  ,"^ 

The  verdict  of  the  coroner's  jurjr,  hoT;ever,  is  not  generally  admissi- 
ble in  evidence;4  additionally,  it  is  not  held  to  be  prime-  facie  proof  of 
matters  stated  therein  vrith   regard  to  the  cause  and  ?Tanner  of  death;^  its 
essential  nature,  therefore,  is  that  of  a  finding  of  facts  upon  the  basis 
of  which  the  coroner  may  be  led  to  discharge  his  colla.eral  duty  to  appre- 
hend and  commit  to  jail  an;/  person  implicated  by  the  inquest  as  the  'onlav;- 
ful  slayer  of  the  deceased, 6  To  this  extent,  the  coroner's  inquest  duties 
overlap  his  function  as  an  officer  for  the  enforcement  of  law. 

Enforcement  of  Law 

Sheriffs,  coroneri,  and  constables  have  always  been  cimrged  equally 
with  keeping  the  peace  and  apprehending  all  offenders  against  the  lavf,'^ 
The  state's  attorne;y*s  povrers  as  an  officer  for  the  enforcement  of  lavj' 
originally  derive  by  implication  from  another  duty;8  the  gathering  of 
evidence  and  the  apprehension  of  offenders  is  necessarily  involved  in  com— 


i~.     Constitution  of  1818,  Art,  III,  sec,  11, 

2.  Cf.  L,1521,  p.  22-24;  R,S.1345,  p.  517,518;  R,S.1874,  p,  282-84; 
R.S.19S7,  p,  780-02, 

3.  1.1821,  p,  24,25;  R. 5,1845,  p,  518;  R, 3,1874,  p,  284;  L,1873,  p.  82; 
1,1907,  p,  213;  L.19l9,  p,  403,404;  1,1951,  >  338,389. 

4.  46  K,W,  372,  It  is,  how-ever,  held  to  bo  proper  practice  to  offer  in 
cross-examining  v.dtnesses  sought  to  be  impeached,  excerpts  from 
transcripts  of  testimony  taken  at  the  inquost  (189  111,  App,  5Z'S; 
211  111,  App,  474). 

5.  201  111.  App,  287, 

6.  L.1821,  p.  25;  R, 8,1345,  p,  518;  R_.S,1874,  -^,  285, 

7.  L_._1319,_  p.  111,162,163;  R.S,1S45,  p,""32S',5i5;  R.S.I 374,  p.  400,  990. 

8.  See  Prosecutions,  p.  112. 
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mencing  and  prosecuting  actions  in  v,iiich  the  people  of  the  state  or 
county  are  concerned.   In  relatively  recent  years,  however,  the  state's 
attorney  has  been  given  more  specific  statutory  powers  to  enforce  laws 
and  to  investigate  violations  and  secure  necessary  evidence  thereof.^ 
But  at  any  time  the  effective  spheres  of  authority  of  law  enforcement 
officers  have  been  determined  less  by  statutory  provisions  than  by  local 
conditions  and  individual  circumstances. 


Education 

The  act  of  Congress  providing  for  ihe   creation  and  admission  of  tjie 
State  of  Illinois  to  the  Union  set  aside  section  sixteen  of  every  town- 
ship for  the  use  of  schools.^  The  first  state  lGp;islation  on  the  subject 
was  concerned  only  v;ith  the  establishment  of  school  districts  and  the  sale 
or  leasing  of  school  land  to  provide  necessary  funds,  for  which  purposes 
three  trustees  of  school  lands  vrere  appointed  in  each  tovmship  by  the 
county  comrriissioners '  court ,4 

In  1825,  however,  with  a  common  school  system  in  operation,  provisioa 
was  made  for  its  educational  as  well  as  financial  administration.  Three 
elected  officers,  known  as  to'/mship  school  trustees,  were   charged  in  each 
township  with  superintending  schools,  examining  and  employing  teachers, 
leasing  all  lands  belonging  to  the  district,  and  reporting  annually  to  the 
county  commissioners'  court;  this  report,  however,  was  limited  to  such 
matters  as  were  concerned  in  the  financial  administration  of  the  schools. ^ 
In  1827  the  county  commissioners'  court  was  again  empowered  to  appoint 
trustees  of  school  lands,  but  despite  the  use  of  the  earlier,  more  limited 
title,  these  officers  were  charged  v;ith  all  the  duties  of  the  former  town- 
ship school  trustees. 6  The  creation  of  offico  of  county  school  commissionor 
in  1829  brought  a  new  olemont  into  the  complex  situation.  The  commissioner 
was  at  first  given  limited  duties  with  regard  to  the  sale  of  school  lands 
and  the  management  of  school  funds;'  his  subsequent  gains  in  this  respect 
at  the  expense  of  the  township  trustees  foreshadowed  the  demarcation  of 
spheres  of  authority  that  was  made  in  1847.^  In  the  interim,  the  schooi 
commissioner,  who  had  first  been  appointed  by  the  county  commissioners' 


1.  L.1819,  p,  204;  R.S.1845,  p.  76. 

2.  1..1885,  p.  3;  L.1907,  p.  268;  L.1913,  p.  395;  L.1915,  p.  368;  L.1927, 
p.  33. 

3.  3  U.S.S.L.  428, 

4.  L.1819,  p.  107,108. 

5.  L.1825,  p.  121,122. 

6.  R.L.1827,  p,  366-70. 

7.  R.L.1329,  p.  150-54. 

8.  Cf.  L.1831,  p.  176,-  L.1841,  p.  275-79. 
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court, 1  became  an  elected  officer;^  in  such  townships  as  elected  to  incorpo- 
rate for  the  purpose  of  organizing  and  supporting  schools,  township  trustees 
also  hecame  elected  officers  and  were  then  denominated  trustees  of  schools. 3 

The  situation  created  by  the  legislation  of  1847  in  certain  respects 
has  not  since  been  substantially  altered.   In  all  counties,  to\'mship 
trustees  became,  and  arc  still,  elected  officers,  styled  to^TOship  school 
trustees. 4  The  relative  r.uthority  of  the  officer  of  the  coiuity^  and  of  of- 
ficers of  the  to\7nship  v/ith  regard  to  financial  administration  was  fixed 
essentially  as  at  present. S  Moreover,  township  trustees  lost  practically 
all  their  former  duties  with  regard  to  matters  purely  educational  as  a  re- 
sult of  a  development  that  occurred  in  1845. 

It  was  at  that  time  that  the  county  first  entered  into  the  ac-ttial  ad- 
ministration of  education  with  the  creation  of  the  office  of  superintendent 
of  schools. 7  Filled  at  first  by  the  school  commissioner  in  an  ex-officio 
capacity, 8  it  quickly  absorbed  most  of  the  functions  of  township  trustees 
with  regard  to  the  advancement  of  education;9  lator,  the  office  came  to  be 
filled  by  electionlO  and  completely  absorbed  that  of  school  commissioner. H 
In  the  new  field  of  co\mty  administration  of  education,  the  superintendent's 
duties  remained  constant  through  his  change  in  legal  status,  requiring  him 
to  visit  all  the  townships  in  his  county  and  inquire  into  the  condition  and 
manner  of  conducting  their  schools,  to  examine  persons  proposing  to  teach 
school,  to  grant  certificates  to  persons  qualified  to  teach  in  schools,  and 
to  report  to  the  coiinty  board  on  all  his  acts  relating  to  the  management 


1.  R.L.1829,  p.  150. 

2.  L.1841,  p.  251,262. 

3.  L.1841,  p.  273,274.   In  unincorporated  townships,  trustees  continued 
to  be  appointed  by  the  county  commissioners'  court  (ibid,,  p.  259,250), 

4.  L.1847,  p.  126;  L.1909.  p.  350. 

5.  The  subsequent  substitution  of  an  independent  elected  superintendent 
of  schools  for  the  "chool  commissioner  who  had  additionally  been  ex- 
officio  superintendent  (see  footnotes  8,9,  and  lO),  was  only  a  change 
in  the  legal  sta.tus  of  the  officer  of  the  county  and  had  no  further 
import. 

5.   L.1847,  p.  123,124,128,129;  L.1909,  p.  351-54;  L.1927,  p.  794,795. 

7.  R.S.1845,  p.  498. 

8.  Ibid. 

9.  R.S.1845,  p.  497-503.   Cf.  L.1825,  p.  121,122;  R.L.1827,  p.  356-70; 
L.1831,  p.  173;  L.1841,  p.  270,275,275,279.   The  only  duty  of  this 
category  that  wp,s  left  to  township  trustees  in  the  laws  of  1847  con- 
cerned tho  examination  of  prospective  teachers  and  the  issuance  of 
certificates  where  merited  (L.1847,  p.  130).   It  was  omitted  from  the 
revised  school  law  of  1851  (L.1851,  p.  127). 

10.  L.1865,  p.  112. 

11.  Ibid.,  p.  112,113. 
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of  school  funds  and  lands. ^  Subsequent  legislation  has  enlarged  the  scope 
of  this  phase  of  the  superintendent's  fvmctions,  Irut  it  is  in  his  role  as 
an  agent  of  state  supervision  that  he  has  been  charged  with  numerous  duties 
of  a  new  character. 2 

The  authority  of  the  state  with  regard  to  education,  first  manifested 
in  1845,  has,  like  that  of  the  county,  been  extended  beyond  its  original 
bounds.  Originally  the  county  superintendent  was  required  only  to  communi- 
cate to  the  State  Superintendent  of  Common  Schools^  information  concerning 
the  schools  in  his  county,'*  Today,  as  a  consequence  of  the  state's  in- 
creasing intervention  in  matters  of  public  health  and  safety,  the  county 
superintendent  is  required  to  inspect,  with  regard  to  specifications,  plans 
submitted  to  him  for  the  heating,  ventilation,  lighting,  etc.,  of  public 
school  rooms  and  buildings;  to  visit  eind  notice  such  public  school  buildings 
which  appear  to  him  to  be  unsafe,  insanitary,  or  otherwise  unfit  for 
occupancy;  and  to  request  the  Department  of  Public  Health, ^  the  state  fire 
marshal,  or  the  state  architect  to  inspect  such  buildings  and  issue  reports 
upon  which  condemnation  proceedings  can  be  based. ^ 

Recordation 

For  the  fiinction  of  making  legal  record  of  written  instniments,  the 
first  General  Assembly  established  the  office  of  recorder.'''  Originally 
appointed  by  the  Governor, 8  the  recorder  was  required  to  be  elected  after 
1835.^  The  second  constitution  made  the  clerk  of  the  circuit  court ^^  ex- 
officio  recorder  in  all  counties;-^^  the  present  constitution  continued 
the  earlier  provision  in  co-unties  of  under  sixty  thousand  population  and 
prftvidei  for  the  election  of  a  recorder  in  counties  of  that  population  or 


1.  R.S.1845.  p.  498,500,501,   Cf.  L.1847,  p.  121-;35;  L.1857.  p.  261-65, 
278,279,296,297;  L.1861,  p.  190,191;  L.1865,  p.  114,119-21. 

2.  L.1909,  p.  347-50;  L.1915.  p.  636-38. 

3.  The  Secretary  cf  State  in  ex-officio  capacity  (L,1845,  p.  52),  In 
1854  the  office  became  independent,  filled  by  election,  and  known  as 
that  of  Superintendent  of  Public  Instruction  (L,1854,  p,  13),  which 
is  its  present  status  (L.1909,  p.  343). 

4.  L.1845.  p,  54, 

5.  Prior  to  1917,  the  rights,  powers,  and  duties  of  this  department  were 
vested  in  the  State  Board  of  Health,  abolished  in  that  year  (L,1917, 
p,  4,17,27). 

6«  L»1915,  p.  637-40, 

7,  L,1819.  p,  18-20, 

8,  Ibid,,  p,  18,19, 

9,  L.1835,  p.  166. 

10.  An  elected  officer;  see  Clerks  of  Courts,  p.  110, 

11.  Constitution  of  1848,  Art.  V,  sec.  19;  L.1849,  p.  64, 
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more.^  Vermilion  County  met  the  population  requirement  in  1900,  and  a 
recorder  was  elected  in  the  same  year. 

The  "basic  duty  of  the  recorder,  to  record  at  length  and  in  the  order 
of  their  receipt  all  instiniments  in  writing,  has  remained  essentially 
unchanged;  legislation  has  been  directed  toward  the  extension  of  categories 
of  instruments  entitled  to  be  recorded. 2   Conveyances  of  title  to  land,  a 
major  category  of  such  records,  frequently  involve  another  county  officer, 
the  surveyor.  Established  by  the  second  General  Assembly,  the  office  of 
surveyor  was  at  first  filled  by  appointment  by  that  body,'^  later  by 
election.'^  In  1936  the  surveyor  again  became  an  appointed  officer,  with 
the  power  of  appointment  delegated  to  the  county  board. ^  His  duty  to  per- 
form all  surveys  he  maj'  be  called  on  to  make  within  his  county  has  under- 
gone only  minor  change,  but  its  importance  has  declined;  the  acts  of  any 
surveyor,  properly  acknowledged  and  certified,  have  equal  standing  before 
the  law  with  those  of  the  county  surveyor;  no  maps  or  plats  have  anj"-  legal 
effect  vmless  recorded  by  the  recorder. ^ 


Public  Works 

Roads  and  Bridges 

Public  roads  and  bridges  were  first  under  the  superintendence  of  the 
county  commissioners'  court  which  was  authorized  to  locate  new  roads  and 
alter  or  vacate  existing  roads.'''  The  act  providing  for  such  superintendence 
empowered  the  commissioners  to  appoint  freeholders  in  each  township  to  act 
as  supervisors,  each  appointment  to  be  for  a  one-year  period.  New  roads 
were  to  be  opened  by  the  county  commissioners'  court  upon  petition  of 
residents  of  the  county  and  a  favorable  report  from  the  road  viewers  and 
surveyor.  A  few  years  later  the  county  commissioners  were  authorized  to 
divide  the  county  into  road  districts  and  to  appoint  annually  one  super- 
visor to  serve  in  each  district. 8  T/ith  a  change  in  the  cotmty  administra- 
tive body  under  the  second  constitution,  the  county  court  was  granted 


1. 

Constitution  of  1870,  Art.  X,  sec.  8;  R.S.1874,  p.  833. 

2. 

L.1819,  p.  18,20;  R.L.1829,  p.  117,118;  R.L.1833,  p.  511;  R.S.1845, 

p.  305,432,606;  L.1851,  p.  80;  L.1859,  p.  124;  L.1869.  p.  2;  R.S.1374, 

p. 833, 834;  L.1921,  p.  756,757;  L.1925,  p.  520-22. 

3. 

L.1821,  p.  62. 

4. 

L.1835,  p.  166. 

5. 

L.1933,  p.  1104.   Provision  effective  in  1936. 

6. 

R.L.ie29,  p.  173;  R.L.1833,  p.  511;  L.1845,  p.  201;  L.1869,  p.  241,242; 

R.S.1874,  p.  1050,1051;  L.1901,  p.  307,308;  L.1915,  p.  575. 

7. 

L.1819,  p.  333. 

8. 

L.1825,  p.  130. 
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supervision  and  control  over  public  roads, -^  but  the   care  and  superin- 
tendence of  roads  and  bridges   in  counties  electing  the  township  form  of 
government  vrore  granted  to  the  commissioners   of  highways,    elected  annual- 
ly in  each  tovm.        The   comnussioners  divided  the  town  into  road  districts/ 
and  overseers   of  highways   in  each  district  vrere  to  repair  the   roads  and 
carry  out  orders   of  the  commissioners.      In  counties  not  electing  the  town- 
ship form,    the  system  of  road  districts  was   continued. ^     The   supervision, 
control,   and  maintenance   of  roads,   high'vvays  and  bridges   in  Vermilion  County 
were  vested  in  the  county  court  and  the  road  district  supervisors   from 
1849  to  1851,  when  tovmship  organization  vi&s   instituted  in  this   county. 
In  1913  the  State  High^vay  Department  v.-as   established,   and  provision  ivas 
made   for  the  appointment  by  tlie  county  board  of  a   county  superintendent  of 
highways.        The  entire   system  was   centralized  by  subjecting  the  county 
superintendent  to  the  rules  and  regulations   of  the  state  highway  commission- 
er and  by  requiring  candidates   for  county  superintendent  to  be  approved  by 
the   state  commissioner  before  appointment  by  the  county  board.     The  term 
of  office   of  the   county  superintendent  v;as   set  at  six  years,   and  his   salary 
was   to  be   fixed  by  the   county  board.     A  board  of  highvjay  commissioners  was 
set  up  in  each  tovmship  to  superintend  riiatters   relating  to  roads  and 
bridges.     Although  the   county  superintendent  vibs  to  act  on  behalf  of  the 
county  in  regard  to  roads  and  bridges,   and  although  he  viivs   subject  to  re- 
moval by  the  county  board,   he  was   regarded  as  a  deputy  of  the   state  highway 
engineer,    subject  to  his   directions.      This   indicates   tlie   intention  of  the 
legislature  to  unify  the  entire  state  system  of  roads  and  bridges.      In 
1917   the   Department  of  Public  Works  and  Buildings  assumed  tVie   rights, 
povrers,   and  duties  vested  in  the  State  Highway  Department,^  but  the 
county  organization  has   remained  essentially  the   same   since  1913» 

Public  Buildings 

The  county  is  given  the  power  to  hold,  own,  and  convey  real  estate 
for  county  purposes."^  This  power  is  exercised  by  the  county  board  which 
is  charged  with  the  care  and  custody  of  all  the  real  and  personal  property 
owned  by  the  county.  Throughout  the  period  of  statehood  it  has  been  pro- 
vided that  a  courthouse  and  jail  be  erected  in  each  county, ^  and  that  the 
sheriff  of  each  county  be  charged  with  custody  of  such  buildings. ^  jhe 


1.  L.1849,   p.   65;    L.1851,    p.    179. 

2.  L.1849,    p.    212. 

3.  L.1B47,    p.   111-13;    L.1849,    p.    65,212,213;    L.1B51,    p.   64,149. 

4.  Vermilion  County  adopted  to-wnship  orfanization  in  1850,   v/hioh  became 
effective   in  1851. 

5.  La913,    p.   521-25,537-46. 

6.  Ibid.,    p.    524,525,538,542-44;   L.1917,    p.   24;   L.1921,    p.   780-86; 
L.1953,    p.   961. 

7.  R.S.1874,    p.   306. 

8.  L.1819,   p.   237,238;   R.S.1845,   p.   135;   R.S.1874,    p.   307,308. 

9.  L.1819,    p.   Ill;   R.L.1827,    p.   246,247,372;   R. 5.1874,    p.    990. 
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county  is  further  empowered  to  erect  buildings  for  a  county  hospital, 
workhouse,  tuberculosis  sanitariurn,  and  other  county  needs.  1 

The  county  superintendent  of  schools  is  charged  with  the  inspec- 
tion of  plans  ?nd  specifications  for  public  school  rooms  and  buildings; 
and  the  approvpl  of  only  thoso  v^hich  comply  with  the  specifications 
prepared  by  the  State  Superintendent  of  Public  Instruction.^  Ho  is 
also  to  request  the  Dcpartraont  of  Public  Health, "^  the  state  fire  mar- 
shal, or  the  state  architect  to  inspect  public  school  buildings  which 
appear  to  be  unsafe,  insanitary,  or  unfit  for  occupancy.  Upon  receipt 
of  an  unfavorable  report  from  these  officials,  the  county  superintendent 
is  to  condemn  the  building  and  notify  the  board  of  directors  or  board 
of  education,  and  the  board  of  school  trustees. 

Drainage 

In  1850  an  act  of  Congress  provided  for  the  granting  of  swamp  and 
overflowed  lands  to  various  states,^  The  land  so  granted  to  Illinois 
was  turned  over  to  the  co-unties  in  1852  to  be  reclaimed  by  drainage  and 
used  for  county  p-orposes.^  Such  lands  were  to  be  under  the  care  and 
superintendence  of  the  county  court  which  was  to  appoint  a  "Drainage 
Commissioner"  to  conduct  the  sales  of  such  lands.   The  county  surveyor 
was  to  prepare  plats  of  the  swan^p  lands  and  return  such  plats  to  the 
clerk  of  the  coimty  court,  whereupon  the  court  fixed  the  valuation  upon 
each  tract.  The  ptirchasers  of  these  tracts  were  given  a  certificate  by 
the  drainage  commissioner,  and  a  deed  was  later  executed  by  the  ccanty 
court.   The  court  v;as  to  sell  only  enough  swamp  l?ncls  to  insure  reclama- 
tion of  ?11  such  l-md,  any  balance  to  be  grrjited  to  the  several  townships 
to  be  used  for  educationnl  purposes.  At  the  discretion  of  the  county, 
such  balance  could  also  be  used  for  the  construction  of  roads  or  bridges, 
or  for  other  public  works. 

In  1865  the  commissioners  of  highways  in  each  town  became  ex- 
officio  boards  of  drainage  commissioners,^  '.i/here  a  proposed  drain  ran 
throu^  more  than  one  to\m  the  commissioners  of  all  the  tovms  affected 
made  up  the  board  of  drainage  commissioners,'''  In  1879  drainage  con- 
struction by  special  assessment  was  handled  ^y   the  drainage  commissioners, 
a  body  corporate  and  politic  composed  of  commissioners  of  highways," 


1.  R.S,1874,  p.  307;  L.1909,  p.  153;  L.1911,  p.  245, 

2.  L,1915,  p,  637-40. 

3.  Crer.ted  in  1917  to  supplant  the  State  Board  of  Health,  abolished  in 
that  year  (L.1917,  p.  4,17.27). 

4.  9  U.S.S.L,  519, 

5.  L,1852,  p,  178. 

6.  L.1855,  p.  50. 

7.  L.1867,  p.  91,92, 

8.  L,1379.  p.  142. 
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Provision  was  first  made  for  the  organization  of  drainage  districts 
for  agricultural,  sanitary,  and  mining  purposes  in  1879.  Petitions  were 
to  be  filed  with  the  county  clerk  and  hearings  on  the  same  were  to  be 
had  before  the  county  court.  When  the  court  found  in  favor  of  the  peti- 
tioners, it  appointed  three  disinterested  persons  as  commissioners  to  lay 
out  and  construct  the  work.  Petitions  for  the  construction  of  drains  to 
cost  less  than  $5,000  were  to  be  presented  to  justices  of  the  peace,  if 
the  petitioners  so  elected,  and  the  commissioners  of  highways  were  to 
perform  the  duties  of  drainage  commissioners  in  such  cases. ^  In  1885 
this  law  was  amended  to  include  drains  costing  less  than  $2,000  and  pro- 
vided for  the  appointment  of  three  residents  as  commissioners. 2 


Public  Services 
Public  Herdth 

The  State  Department  of  Public  Health,  created  in  1S17,3  is  charged 
with  general  supervision  of  the  health  and  lives  of  the  people  of  the 
state.   In  conformance  with  this  legislative  order  it  is  empowered  to 
supervise,  aid,  direct,  and  assist  local  health  authorities  or  agencies 
in  the  administration  of  the  health  laws.  Public  health  districts  may 
be  orgainized  along  subcounty  lines  with  a  board  of  health  in  each.  The 
names  of  such  districts  are  to  be  filed  with  the  cou:ity  clerk  to  complete 
their  organization.  Annually,  each  board  of  health  certifies  to  the 
county  clerk  the  rate  of  a  public  health  tax  to  be  levied  in  each  district, 
the  clerk  being  responsible  for  setting  out  the  proper  taxes  upon  the 
warrant  books  and  transmitting  them  to  the  collector  as  provided  for  in 
regard  to  other  taxes. "^ 

Control  of  the  state  health  department  over  lodging  houses,  board- 
ing houses,  taverns,  inns,  and  hotels  is  effected  thro\igh  the  county  clerk, 
the  proprietors  of  such  establishments  being  required  to  file  with  the 
clerk  an  annual  statement  containing  details  as  to  sleeping  accomodations 
for  guests. 5  The  clerk  is  also  required  to  report  annually  to  the  state 
health  department  the  names  and  addresses  of  townsiiip  officials.^ 

Mosquito  abatement  districts  are  organized  upon  petition  to  the 
county  judge  of  the  county  in  which  such  territory  lies,  such  petitions 
being  filed  with  the  county  clerk.  If,  after  hearing,  the  county  judge 
determines  that  the  organization  of  a  district  is  necessary,  the  question 


1.  L.1879,  p.  120. 

2.  L.1885.  p.  130,131. 

3.  L.1917.  p.  4. 

4.  Ibid.,  p.  27,28,753,765,767,760. 

5.  L.19G1,  p.  305. 

6.  L.1923.  p.  480. 
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is  submitted  to  the  residents  of  the  territory  at  a  special  election. 
The  judges  of  election  make  return  to  the  county  judge,  and  the  results 
are  entered  upon  the  records  of  the  county  court.  A  majority  of  the 
votes  favoring  it,  a  mosquito  abatement  district  is  thereupon  organized.'^ 

County  officials  also  enter  into  the  state's  control  of  public  swim- 
ming pools.  When  a  representative  of  the  State  Department  of  Public 
Health  finds  conditions  that  warrant  the  closing  of  such  a  pool,  the  ovm- 
er  of  the  pool  and  the  sheriff  and  state's  attorney  of  the  county  are 
notified  to  that  effect,  it  being  the  duty  of  these  officers  to  enforce 
such  notice, 2 

Vital  Statistics  ' 

The  State  Department  of  Public  Health  has  charge  of  the  registra- 
tion of  births,  stillbirths,  and  deaths  throughout  the  state. ^  To  effect 
proper  control  of  this  matter  the  state  is  divided  into  vital  statistics 
registration  districts  which,  in  Vermilion  County,  are  identical  with 
the  townships.  The  to\im.ship  clerk  acts  as  the  local  registrar  in  these 
districts  and  receives  certificates  of  births  and  deaths  occurring  in 
the  district.  Burial  permits  are  issued  by  the  registrar  and  are  later 
returned  to  him  for  filing. 

The  local  registrar  is  required  to  deposit  monthly  with  the  county 
clerk  a  complete  set  of  records  of  births,  stillbirths,  and  deaths  regis- 
tered during  the  month,  and  the  clerk  is  charged  with  binding  and  index- 
ing, or  recording,  and  safekeeping  of  such  records.   The  original  certi- 
ficates are  sent  monthly  by  the  local  registrars  to  the  state  health  de- 
partment which  certifies  annually  to  the  county  clerk  the  number  of 
births,  stillbirths,  and  deaths  registered  in  the  county. 

The  county  board  is  to  appropriate  money  for  the  payment  of  the 
local  registrars'  fees.   Such  amounts  are  charges  against  the  county, 
and  the  county  clerk  is  required  to  issue  warrants  on  the  ccanty  treasur- 
er for  the  axiount  of  the  fees  payable  to  the  registrars. 

The  county  also  enters  into  the  enforcement  phase  of  this  matter. 
The  state  health  department  reports  cases  of  violations  of  any  provisions 
of  the  act  relating  to  registration  to  the  state's  attorney  v/ho  is  to 
initiate  and  follow  up  court  proceedings  against  violators. 

Public  Assistance 

Public  assistance  is  administered  through  the  services  of  the  cooonty 
department  of  public  welfare,  the  county  home,  the  blind  examiner,  the 


1.  L.1927,  p.  694. 

2.  L.1931.  p.  735,736. 

3.  L.1915,  p.  660-70. 
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probation  officers,  the  county  clerk,  and  the  county  board. 

The  county  department  of  public  welfare  is  headed  by  a  superintend- 
ent appointed  by  the  county  board  after  approval  by  the  State  Department 
of  Public  Welfare. ■'•  He  assists  the  state  department  in  the  operation  of 
welfare  plans  and  policies  within  the  county  and  has  charge  of  the  ad- 
ministration of  old  age  assistance. 2  In  this  latter  regard  the  county 
department  acts  merely  as  the  agont  of  the  state  department,  investigat- 
ing applicants  and  reporting  results. 

The  county  home  is  an  establishment  for  the  maintenance  and  care  of 
indigents.  Its  management  and  finances  are  provided  by  the  county  board,^ 
Blind  assistance  is  administered  in  the  covmty  through  appropriations  by 
the  county  board  together  with  state  f-unds.  An  examiner  of  the  blind,  ap- 
pointed by  the  county  board,  examines  all  applicants  referred  to  him  by 
the  county  clerk,4  The  county  court  has  Jurisdiction  in  the  administration 
of  the  mothers'  pension  fund,  A  probation  officer,  an  appointee  of  the 
court  for  this  purpose,  investigates  and  visits  cases  of  indigent  mothers 
who  are  entitled  to  benefit. 5 


Coordination  of  Functions 

Prom  the  foregoing  discussion  of  functions  of  the  county  government 
it  is  apparent  that  the  county  plays  a  dual  role,  tloat  of  a  body  politic 
and  that  of  an  agent  of  the  state.  In  its  first  capacity  the  county, 
through  its  officials,  is  capable  of  suing  and  being  sued,  purchasing, 
holding,  and  selling  property,  making  contracts,  and  raising  revenue  for 
its  proper  operation.  As  a  state  agent  it  fits  into  a   state-wide  program 
on  various  matters  of  public  concern,  acting  under  the  supervision  and 
control  of  the  state  and  coordinating  the  activities  of  subcounty  agencies 
and  officials. 

Coordination  of  county  activities  is  effected  chiefly  througji  the 
county  clerk.  An  illustration  cf  this  is  the  part  this  official  plays  in 
the  election  procedure.  He  notifies  the  judges  and  clerks  of  elections 
of  their  appointment,  supplies  them  with  blanks  and  poll  books,  receives 
copies  of  registers  of  voters,  issues  notices  of  election,  receives  and 
preserves  returns,  canvasses  votes  with  the  assistance  of  two  justices 
of  the  peace  and  retains  the  abstracts,  transmits  copies  of  eloction  re- 


1,  L.1937,  p.  451,452, 

2,  L.  1955-36,  First  Sp.  Sess.,  p.  54-61,72;  L,  197,7,  p.  265-70,452, 

3,  L,1935,  p,  1057, 

4,  L.1903,  p.  138;  L,1915.  p.  256,257;  L,1935,  p,  254,265. 

5,  L.1913,  p,  127-30;  L.1915,  p.  243-45;  L.1921,  p,  162-64;  L,1935. 
p,  256-59, 
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tiirns  and  a'bstracts  of  votes  to  the  Secretary  of  State,  and  issues  cer- 
tificates of  election. 


Records  System 

Co-unty  records  in  the  State  of  Illinois  have  suffered  from  the  lack 
of  an  adequp.te  program  of  legislation  designed  to  secure  uniformity  in 
recordation  and  to  insure  the  proper  care  of  those  documents  which  have 
p'ermanent  value.   However,  from  the  inception  of  statehood,  some  effort 
has  teen  aade  to  coordinate  tho  records  systems  of  the  several  counties 
and  to  preserve  their  archives. 

In  attempting  to  establish  state-wide  uniformity  among  counties,  the 
General  Assembly  has  at  times  provided  detailed  descriptions  of  required 
records  and  in  majiy  instances  has  supplied  the  very  forms  to  "be  used. 
Laws  relating  to  the  duties  and  powers  of  coimty  officers  usually  contained 
some  such  provisions.  Thus,  in  1819,  the  recorder  of  the  county  was  or- 
dered to  supply  "parchment  or  good  large  "books,  of  royal  or  other  large 
paper,  well  "bound  pjid  covered"  wherein  to  record  all  deeds  eJid  conveyances 
"brought  to  him  for  that  purpose.  He  was  also  to  keep  a  fair  "book  in  which 
to  enter  every  deed  or  writing  to  "be  recorded,  noting  the  date,  the  parties, 
and  the  place  where  the  lands  were  situated,  such  entries  to  be  made  accord- 
ing to  priority  of  time.l  In  1833  he  \78.s   required  to  keep  an  e,lphabetical 
index  to  each  book, 2  and  by  1874  the  General  Assembly  had  prescribed  a  com- 
plete list  of  books  to  be  kept  in  the  office  of  the  recorder,  with  a  des- 
cription of  the  contents  of  each,  which  list  has  been  continued,  substan- 
tially unchanged,  to  the  pre sent. 3 

In  like  manner,  legislation  was  enacted  prescribing  records  to  be  kept 
by  the  county  clerk  ejid  his  predecessors,  acting  in  their  several  capaci- 
ties, 4  the  clerk  of  the  circuit  court, 5  the  judged  and  justice'''  of  the 
probate  court,  the  coroner, 8  the  county  superintendent  of  schools, 9  the 
coimty  surveyor, 10  and  the  county  treasurer. H 


1. 

L.1819.    p.    18,20. 

2. 

R.L.1833,    p.    511. 

3. 

R.S.1874,    p.    834. 

4. 

L.1849,    p.    66,191,203;   L.1859,    p.   92,94;    L.1865,    p.   93;   R.S.1874, 

p.    261-65,332;    L.1933,    p.    203,204. 

5. 

R.L.1833,    p.    152;   R.S.1845,    p.    147;    L.1847,    p.    70;    L.1849,   p.    9; 

L.1865,    p.   93;   R.S.1874,    v.    262,263;   L.1933,    p.    293,294. 

6. 

R.L.1829,    p.    231. 

7. 

R.S.1845,    p.    427,428. 

8. 

R.L.1333,   p.   574;    L.1869,   p.    104,105;   R.S.1874,   p.    283. 

9. 

L.1849,    p.    155,156;   L.1865,    p.    119;   L.19C9,    o.   346,348,349. 

IC. 

R.L.1829,   p.    173;   R.S.1845,   p.   524. 

11. 

R.S.1845,   p.    138;    R.S.1874,    p.    323,324. 
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Description  of  records  and  forms  to  be  used  are  frequently  found  in 
legislation  pertaining  to  the  holding  of  elections,!  assessments  and  the 
collection  of  revenue, 2  the  organization  and  maintenance  of  common  schools, 3 
the  registration  of  marriages, 4  and  the  recording  of  vital  statistics. ^ 

Wiiile  there  has  been  enacted  much  legislation  proscribing  the  kind 
of  records  to  be  kept,  only  a  few  laws  deal  \7ith  the  safeguarding  and  pre- 
servation of  county  archives.   In  1319  the  General  Assembly  directed  the 
clerks  of  the  circuit  and  county  commissioners'  courts  to  provide  "a  safe 
press  or  presses  with  locks  and  keys  for  the  safe  keeping  of  the  archives 
of  their  offices  .  .  ,"^6  in  1843  the  county  commissioners'  courts  were 
authorized,  and  required  whenever  the  finances  of  the  county  v70uld  Justify 
the  expenditure,  to  erect  a  fireproof  recorder's  office  at  the  county  seat, 
or  if  the  commissioners  were  of  the  opinion  that  any  unappropriated  room 
in  their  courthouses  could  be  made  fireproof,  to  make  it  so  and  house  the 
office  and  records  of  the  recorder  there.  At  the  discretion  of  the  county 
commissioners'  court,  the  provisions  of  this  act  might  be  deemed  to  apply 
to  the  offices  of  the  clerks  of  the  circuit  -and  county  commissioners' 
courts."^  Similar  in  content  but  slightly  different  in  wording  is  a  later 
enactment  in  which  the  county  commissioners'  courts  were  authorized  to 
"erect,  build,  and  provide  permanent  fireproof  rooms,  houses  or  vaults, 
for  the  purpose  of  placing  therein  and  preserving  from  injury,  damage, 
loss,  or  destruction  by  fire,  the  records  and  documents  of  their  respec- 
tive counties. "°  The  preservation  of  county  archives  has  been  greatly 
aided  by  an  act  to  provide  for  the  copying  of  old,  worn-out  records,"  and 
by  a  law  authorizing  the  transfer  of  county  records  having  historic  valuo 
to  the  Illinois  State  Historical  Library  or  to  the  State  University 
Library  at  Urbana.^^  Provision  is  made  in  this  act  for  the  substitution 
of  accurate  copies  of  these  documents  if  such  action  be  deemed  necessary. 
In  1907  the  act  was  amended  to  include  am.ong  the  institutions  to  which 
old  records  might  bo  sent,  any  historical  society  incorporated  and  located 


1.  L.1819.  p.  92,94;  R.L.1827,  p.  291,292;  R.L.1829,  p.  59,60;  L.1845, 
p.  41,42;  L.1849.  p.  7:^,74;  L.1865,  p.  54,55;  L. 1871-72,  p.  386-09, 
391;  L.1885.  p.  143,148,173,176;  L.1937,  p.  522-29,531-48. 

2.  R.L.1827,  p.  329-33;  L. 1838-39,  p.  4,5,7,8,12,13,17;  L.1845,  p.  6-9, 
12,14,15;  L.1849,  p.  37,38,124-26;  L.1851,  p.  53,55,56;  L.1853,  p. 
17,24,50,55,77,78,111,112;  L. 1871-72,  p.  19,23,32,48,49,54. 

3.  L.1825.  p.  127;  R,L.1833,  p.  563;  L.1841.  p.  263,270-72;  L.1845,  p. 
53,54,55,68;  L.1847,  p.  121-23,142-44;  R.S.1874.  p.  950,957,958,964. 

4.  L.1819,  p.  27;  R.L.1327.  p.  288,289;  R.S.1874,  p.  694,695. 

5.  L.  1842-43.  p.  210-12;  L.1877,  p.  209;  L.19Q1,  p.  301-4;  L.'l903,  p. 
315,317,318;  L.1915,  p.  667. 

6.  L.1819,  p.  332. 

7.  L. 1842-43.  p.  210, 

8.  L.1845,  p.  46. 

9.  L. 1871-72.  p.  648. 
10.   L.1897.  p.  205. 
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Governmental  Organization 
and  Records  System 

within  a  p^.rticular  county, ■'■  Laws  have  also  been  enacted  vrhich  provide 
for  the  restoration  of  certain  classes  of  records  destroyed  by  fire  or 
other  means, 2  in  1935  the  General  Assembly  appropriated  money  for  the 
construction  of  a  fireproof  building  at  Springfield  for  the  purpose  of 
storing  therein  the  archives  and  records  of  the  state.  ^^  The  erection  of 
this  structure,  the  State  Archives  Building,  has  helped  to  make  possible 
the  inauguration  of  an  intelligent,  far-sighted  program  for  the  pre- 
servation of  papers  and  documents  of  historic  value. 

There  are  still  serious  omissions  in  legislation  pertaining  to 
recordation.  For  instance,  Illinois  has  no  law  proscribing  the  kinds 
of  inks  to  be  used  in  keeping  records.  And,  although  laws  have  been 
enacted  authorizing  the  provision  of  fireproof  accommodations  for  county 
documents,  they  are  permissive  rather  than  mandatory  in  character. ^ 
Legislation  enabling  the  destruction  of  worthless  archives  apparently 
is  nonexistent  with  the  exception  of  laws  relating  to  certain  election 
papers, 5  The  enactment  of  legislation  which  would  remedy  these  defects 
in  the  laws  and  continue  the  trend  toward  state-wide  uniformity  among 
counties  would  result  in  an  intelligent,  economical  records  system  for 
the  State  of  Illinois, 


1.  L.1907,  p.  375. 

2.  L. 1871-72.  p.  649,650,652, 

3.  L.19g5.  p,  138. 

4.  1,1842-43.  p,  210;  L.1845.  p.  46. 

5.  L.1861.  p,  269;  L. 1871-72.  p.  389;  L,1385,  p.  145,193;  L.1391,  p.  118, 
119;  L,1917.  p.  438.444.445;  L.19o7,  p.  525,526, 


(First  entry,  p.  ,170) 


3.  ROSIER  OF  COUNTY  OFFICERS* 

(Dr.te  ?-fter  name  of  officer  refers  to 

dr.te  of  commission,  xmloss  otherwise  stated) 


Covmty  Commissioners** 
(Sutscquent  to  1849,  county  commissioners  were 
replaced  by  coiinty  judge  ?,nd  two  p.ssocir.te 
justices  until  1851  when  the  board  of  supervisors 
assumed  administrr.tion  of  county  bijisiness) 

No  state  records  ISSG-'-  Benjpjnin  Canr.day,  Ja,mGs  Pr.rraer, 

James  Newell,  John  Light,  Steven  Griffith,  August  2,  1830 

Steven  Griffith,  August  4,  18282       John  Light,  Chr.rles  Mr.rtin, 

Asa  Elliott,     August  6,  1832 


*  This  list  was  compiled  from  the  following  sources  m.th   exceptions  as  noted: 

A.  Secretary  of  State.   Index  Department,  Election  Returns.  Returns  from 
County  Clerk  to  Secretary  of  State.   1809-47,  78  volumes  (l-78),  third 
tier,  bay  1;  1848 — ,  53  file  drawers  (2-54),  third  tier,  bay  2,  State 
Archives  Building,  Springfield. 

B.  Secretary  of  State.  Executive  Department,  Certificates  of  Qualifica- 
tion.  1819 — ,  22  file  drawers  (l-22),  fourth  tier,  bay  5,  State 
Archives  Building,  Springfield. 

'"C.   (l)   Secretary  of  State.  Esecutive  Department  Official  Records.  List 
of  Commissions  Issued  to  County  Officers.   1809-1918,  5  voliimes, 
fourth  tier,  bay  6,  State  Archives  Building,  Springfield. 
(2)   Secretary  of  State.  Executive  Department  Official  Records.  List 
of  Commissions  Issued  to  County  Officers.   1869--,  4  volumes, 
room  208,  second  floor,  Secretary  of  State's  office.  Executive 
Department,  State  Capitol  Building,  Springfield. 
**  All  dates  shown  after  commissioners'  names  indicate  the  year  elected.  By 
a  law  passed  in  1837,  the  three  commissioners  elected  in  1838  drew  lots 
for  one,  two,  ajid  three  years  to  determine  their  length  of  term.   There- 
after, \intil  1849,  one  commissioner  was  to  be  regularly  elected  each  year 
to  serve  a  three-year  term. 

1.  James  Butler  and  Achilles  Morgaji  presented  certificates  of  election  as 
commissioners  at  meeting  March  6,  1826.   Supervisors'  Record,  v.  A,  p.  1. 
John  3.  Alexpjider  recorded  as  commissioner  Ma.rch  18,  1826.   Ibid.,  p.  2. 
Achilles  Morgan,  Asa  Elliott,  and  Jpjnes  McClurc  presented  certificates  of 
election  at  meeting  September  4,  1826.   Ibid.,  p.  19. 

2.  State  records  show  John  Light  received  second  highest  number  of  votes, 
James  M.  McClure  the  fourth  highest;  nevertheless,  county  records  show 
Jajnes  McGlure,  with  James  Newell  and  Stephen  Griffith,  as  presenting 
certificates  of  election  as  commissioners  at  a  meeting  September  1,  1828. 
Ibid. ,  p.  53. 
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Roster  of  County  Officers 


County  Conmissioners  (cont.) 


Charles  Car?.way,  Jesse  Gilbert,  1 

James  Durham,  August    4,  1834 
Henry  Martin,  Jesse  Gilbert, 

Charles  Caraway,  August  1,  1835 
Samuel  Partlow,2  John  Black, 

Alexander  Bailey, August  6,  18383 
John  Black, 

August    5,  1839 
Isaac  Sodowsky, 

August    3,  1840 
Milton  Lesslie,4 

August    2,  1341 
John  Black, 

August    1,  1842 


Isaac  R.  Moore, 

August  7,  1843 
Samuel  Craig, 

August  5,  1844 
Slsjn  Henderson, 

August  4,  1845 
Asa  Duncan, 

August  3,  1846 
John  W.  Vance, 

August  2,  1847 
Elan  Henderson, 

August     7,  1848 


County  Judges 


Guy  Merrill, 

December  6,  1849, 

December  6,  1853 
Norman  D.  Palmer, 

November  11,  1857 
Joseph  Peters, 

November  23,  1858, 

November  18,  1860, 

November  5,  1861 
Robert  B.  Lemon, 

January  19,  1863 
Daniel  Clapp, 

November  17,  1865 
Raymond  W,  Hanford  (vice  Clapp, 

resigned) , 

November  17,  1868 


R.  W.  Hanford, 

November  12,  1869, 
November  14,  1873, 
December   1,  1877 

David  D.  2va>ns, 

December  1,  1882, 
December   6,  1886 

John  G.  Thompson, 

November  26,  1890, 
December  3,  1892, 
November   6,  1894 

Morton  W.  Thompson, 
July      3C,  1897, 
November  30,  1898 

S.  Murry  Clark, 

September  16,  1902, 
November  29,  1902 


!•  Jesse  Gilbert  presented  certificate  of  election  as  commissioner,  vice 
John  Light,  deceased,  at  meeting  September  2,  1833;  Thomas  Durham,  not 
James  Durham,  presented  his  certificate  December  1.   Supervisors' 
Record,  v.  B,  p.  28,84. 

2.  Sfjnuel  Partlow  presented  certificate  of  election  as  commissioner,  vice 
Thomas  Durham,    resigned,    at  a  meeting  Septembor  7,    1835.      Ibid.,   p.   115. 

3.  Alexander  Bailey  drew  the  three-year  term,  Samuel  Partlow  the  two-year 
term,  and  AlGxa.nder  Black  the  one-j'ear  term,  at  a  met  ting  September  3, 
1838.      Ibid.,    p.    271. 

4.  Recorded  as  Milton  Lesley,  December  19,  1842.  Ibid.,  v.  C,  p.  415. 
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County  Judges  (cont.) 


Fred  Drr.per, 

December  30,  1905 

Isaac  A.  Love, 

iJoveni'ber     15,  1906 

Lawrence   T.    Mien, 

June  10,  1909, 

November     28,  1910, 

November     23,  1914 


Thomas  Ao  G-raham, 

November  21,  1918, 

November  24,  1922 
Willipjn  T.  Henderson  (vice 

Graham) , 

April     11,  1925, 

November  26,  1926 
Karlin  M.  Steely,  Jr., 

November  14,  1930, 

November  15,  1934 


No  stents  records  18491 


Associate  Justices 


Judges  of  Probate, 

Probata  Justices  of  the  Peace, 

and  Probate  Judges 

(in  1837  the  probate  Justice  takes  the  place  of  the  Judge  of  probate  until 
1849  when  he  is  succeeded  by  the  county  Judge  as  ex-officio  judge  of  the 
probate  court  to  1910  when  separate  office  of  probate  Judge  was  established) 


Amos  Williams, 

Jpjiuary       23,  1826 

N,   D.   Palmer, 

September  11,  1837, 

August    17,  1859, 

August    28,  1843, 

August    30,  1847 

Clinton  Abernathy, 

November  13,  1910 


Tfalter  J.  Eookwa,lter, 
November  16,  1914, 
November 
November 
November 
November 


21, 
24, 
16, 
10, 


1918, 
1922, 
1925, 

1930  (voided 
by  court  order, 
December  15,  1930) 
Ralph  M.  Jenkins, 

December  16,  1930  (ordered 
elected  by  court), 
November  15,  1934 
Arthur  R.  HallS 


1. 


2. 


Josiah  Alexander  and  Elam  Kendorson  presented  certificates  of  election 
as  associate  justices  at  meeting,  December  17,  1849.   Supervisors' 
Record,  v.  D,  p.  1, 

Shown  as  probate  judge  in  Official  List  of  State  and  County  Officers 
July  1,  1959,  com.piled  by  Edward  J.  Hughes,  Secretary  of  State,  p.  49. 
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Coxmty  3or,rd  of  Supervisors 

The  sovcrr.l  tor/nship  supervisors,  one  elected  from  er-ch  tomiship, 
together  rath  my   r,dditionr,l  p.nd  r.ssistrjit  supervisors  elected  upon  pro- 
portionp.l  representation,  make  up  the  membership  of  the  co-unty  board  of 
supervisors.  Because  these  supervisors,  severally,  are  township  offi- 
cials and  only  as  a  group  constitute  the  coimty  board,  they  are  not  com- 
missioned by  the  state  as  county  officers,  pjid  no  data,  concerning  them, 
from  which  a  list  could  be  compiled,  are  kept  by  the  state.  For  the 
same  reason,  county  records,  too,  are  inadequate  for  the  compilation  of 
a  complete  pjid  accurate  list  of  supervisors.  Therefore,  due  to  these 
and  other  limitations,  only  those  members  mentioned  in  county  records 
in  connection  with  the  first  recorded  meeting  of  the  board  of  supervisors 
are  included  in  this  roster. 

At  the  general  election  held  in  November,  1850,  the  electorate  voted 
in  favor  of  township  organization, 1  pjid  at  a  meeting  of  the  county  court 
December  6,  1850,  Alvan  Gilbert,  Hamilton  Thite,  and  John  Canaday  were 
appointed  commissioners  to  divide  the  county  into  tormshiiJS.S  Their  re- 
port, filed  \Yith  the  clerk,  named  and  bounded  the  following  townships: 

Elwood  Union  (Vance)  North  Fork  (Ross) 

Oeorgotown  Richlajid  (Newell)  Middle  Fork 

Carroll  Pilot  Trickels  GroveS 
Danville 

The  first  meeting  of  the  board  of  supervisors  was  hold  June  13, 
1851.   Those  present  were  as  follows,  but  no  record  of  township  each  rep- 
resented is  shovm:4 


1.  For  township  organization  784,  eigainst  296.   Supervisors'  Record, 
V.  D,  p.  66. 

2.  Ibid.,  p.  73. 

3.  "Trickels  3-rovo  Township  did  not  organize  therefore  .  .  .  Said 
Trickels  Grove  Township  ...  is  hereby  attached  to  the  term  of  Mid- 
dle Fork  ..."  From  record  of  meeting  of  board  of  supervisors, 
June  13,  1851.   Ibid.,  p.  106.  While  ten  townships  were  formed,  only 
nine  organized  and  were  represented  at  the  first  meeting.  Today 
there  arc  nineteen  townships,  ten  being  formed  since:  Blount,  Butler, 
Carroll,  Catlin,  Danville,  Zlwood,  Georgetown,  Grrjit,  Jaxiaica,  Love, 
McKendree,  Middlofork,  Nowell,  0akv;ood,  Pilot,  Ross,  Sidell,  South 
Ross,  Vrjice.  Population  Bullutin,  p.  34. 

4.  Supervisors'  Record,  v.  D,  p.  ICl. 
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County  Board  of  Supervisors  (cent.) 


William  P.  Davis 
Willigim  Spicer 
Lawrence  T.  Catlett 
Samuel  Partlow 
James  A.  D,  Sconce 


John  Canaday 
Asa  Duncsm 
John  Hoobler 
Michael  Oakwood 


James  A.  D.  Sconce  was  appointed  chairman  for  one  year. 


County  Clerks 

(Clerks  of  the  co\inty  commissioners'  court, 

co\inty  court,  and  board  of  supervisors) 


No  state  records  1826-18381 

Amos  Williams, 

August    5, 

1839 

Thomas  Short, 

August    7, 

1843, 

Augus  t    3 , 

1847, 

December  6, 

1849, 

December  6, 

1853 

John  C.  Short, 

November  11, 

1857, 

November  12, 

1861, 

November  17, 

1865 

John  W.  Dale, 

November  12, 

1869, 

November  14, 

1873, 

December  1, 

1877 

Edwin  Winter, 

December  1, 

1882 

Walter  C.  Tuttle, 
December  6,  1886, 
November  26,  1890 

Thomas  J.  Dale, 

November  28,  1892, 
November  6,  1894, 
December  2,  1898, 
November  21,  1902, 
November  11,  1906, 
November  28,  1910 

John  R.  Moore, 

November  27,  1914, 
November  21,  1918, 
November  24,  1922, 
November  16,  1926, 
November  26,  1930 

V.  M.  Jones, 

November  30,  1934 

Dan  A.  Miller^ 


Probate  Clerks 


Harry  L,  Freeman, 
November  28,  1910, 
November  23.  1914 


Charles  F.  Quast  (vice 
Freeman) , 
January  29,  1917 


1.  Amos  Williams  appointed  clerk,  March  6,  1826  (Supervisors'  Record, 
V,  A,  p.  l)  and  served  continuously  \intil  the  election  of  his  suc- 
cessor, August  7,  1843. 

2,  Shown  as  co\inty  clerk  in  Official  List  of  State  and  Coiinty  Officers 
of  Illinois  July  1,  1939,  p,  49. 
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Probate  Clerks  (cont.) 


Thomas  J.  Dale, 

November  21,  1918 
Charles  F.  Quast, 

November  24,  1922. 

November  16,  1926 


Mabel  Redden, 

November  26,  1930 
Robert  N.  Sdwards, 

November  21,  1934 


Recorders 
(In  1849  the  circuit  clerk  became  ex-officio 
recorder  to  1900  when  a  separate  office 
of  recorder  was  again  established) 


Amos  Williams, 

January  23, 

1826, 

Au^st   24, 

1835, 

August   17, 

1839 

Josiah  Alexande 

r, 

August   17, 

1843, 

August    9, 

1847 

W.  H.  Carter, 

November  30, 

1900, 

November  22, 

1904, 

November  23, 

1908, 

November  25, 

1912, 

November  25, 

1916, 

November  24, 

1920, 

November  24, 

1924, 

November  21, 

1928 

Josephine  Ray, 

November  19, 

1932, 

November  27, 

1936 

Jircuit  Court  Clerks 
(Prior  to  1848,  circuit  clerk  appointed  by  circuit  judge) 


John  Canaday, 

September  4,  1848  (elected) 
Samuel  5.  Craig, 

February  5,  1849, 

December  3,  1852, 

November  14,  1856 
Eli  jail  A.  McKee, 

November  26,  1860, 

November  18,  1864 
jcorge  Dillon, 

November  17,  1868, 

November  20,  1872, 

November  27,  1876 
Albert  S.  W.  Hawes, 

December  1,  1880, 

November  25,  1884 
Martin  J.  Barger, 

December  3,  1888, 

November  25,  1892, 


December  7, 

1896, 

November  30, 

1900 

John  17.  Barge r. 

December  26, 

1901 

(pro  tern), 

November  11, 

1902, 

November  18, 

1904 

Ben  G.  Siebcrt, 

November  14, 

1908, 

November  25, 

1912 

C.  E.  Wcllman, 

November  27, 

1916, 

November  30, 

1920, 

November  24, 

1924, 

November  27, 

1928 

Oscar  E.  Moreland, 

November  19, 

1932 

Orvillc  S,  i<'inniear, 

November  28, 

1936 
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Sheriffs 

(Treasurer  to  1327;  collectors  to  1339  ejid  1844  to  1851) 


William  P.eed, 


April     18, 

1826, 

December   7, 

1826, 

September  3, 

1828, 

August    12, 

1830, 

September  5, 

1832 

Samuel  Dunn, 

February  24, 

1834 

August    25, 

1834 

Thomas  McKibben, 

August     1, 

1836 

Milton  Lesley, 

September  30, 

1833 

Samuel  Frazicr, 

1834  (to  fill  vacancy), 


August    12,  1840 
Samuel  Frazier,  Jr., 

August    25,  1842 
Samuel  Frazier, 

August    25, 
Hiram  Hickman, 

Augus  t    13 , 

September  1, 
Samuel  Frazier, 

November  20 , 
John  M.  Partlow, 

December       3, 
Jejnes  Probst, 

November  14, 
Thomas  McKibben, 

November  11, 
John  Y!,   Parker, 

November  20, 
James  Probst, 

November  26, 
TfT'illiam  M.  Payne, 

November  20,  1862 
Joseph  M.  Pay ton, 

November  13,  1864 
Lines  L.  Parker, 

November  20,  1856 


1844 

1846. 
1848 

1850 


1854 


1856 


1858 


1860 


Anthony  T.  Learch, 

November  17,  1868 
John  W.  Kires, 

Novem.ber  12,  1870, 

November  20,  1872 
Edward  L.  G-regory, 

November  17,  1874, 

November  27,  1876 
Dayton  C.  Morehouse, 

December  2,  1878, 

December  1,  1880 
Walter  C.  Tuttle, 

December  1,  1882 
Joseph  C.  Grundy, 

December  6,  1886 
John  W,  Newlon, 

November  25,  1890 
William  C.  Thompson, 

November  20,  1894 
James  Sloaji, 

Novcm.b3r  30,  1898 
Hardy  H.  Whitlock, 

November  11,  1902 
William  S.  Helmlck, 

November  22,  1906 
John  T,  Shepard, 

November  23,  1910 
Dc  G»  Williejns, 

November  23,  1914 
Charles  N.  Knox, 

November  21,  1218 
Wm.  C.  Timm, 

November  24,  1922 
1,1.  B.  Grimes, 

November  15,  1926 
F.  W.  ?ard, 

November  22,  1930 
Harry  C.  George, 

November  27,  1934 
F.  W.  Wardl 


1.   Shown  as  sheriff  in  Official  List  of  State  and  County  Officers  July 
1,  1939,  p.  49, 
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Coroners 


Jejnes  Ticknor, 

April  18,  1826, 

Scptcrabor  28,  1826, 

September  3,  1828 
Goorgo  Ware, 

A-ugust    12,  1830 
Jesse  Gilbert, 

Scptcrabor     5,  1832 
Michp.el   StrJilcy, 

Februr.ry   4,  1834  (to  fill  vr,cp.ncy) 
Charles  S.  Galush?., 

August    18,  1834 
John  Jones, 

August     1,  1836 
David  Rowland, 

August    23,  1838 
John  Payne, 

August    12,  1840 
Thomas  O'Neal, 

August     8,  1842, 

August    17,  1844, 

August    19,  1844, 

August    28,  1846, 

August    23,  1848, 

November  20,  1850 
Joseph  B.  Lemon, 

December   3,  1852 
John  P.  Draper, 

November  14,  1854 
Thomas  O'Neal, 

November  11,  1856, 

November  20,  1858, 

llovcraber     26,  1860 
James  F.   Hartness, 

November  20,  1862 
Martin  Lafferty, 

November  18,  1864, 

November  20,  1866 
Samuel  Partlow, 

November  17,  1868, 


November  12,  1870, 

November  20,  1872 
HczekirJi  Cunninghftm, 

November  19,  1874, 

November  27,  1876 
John  ^.   Mires, 

December  21,  1878 
John  vr,  Parker, 

December  1,  1880, 

December  1,  1882, 

December  1,  1884 
Ephraira  Burroughs, 

December  3,  1888 
Buford  Sr.ylor, 

November  25,  1892 
Samuel  Stansberry, 

December  7,  1896 
R,  H.  Johnson, 

November  30,  1900 
a.   P.  Speakman, 

November  16,  1904 


William  Morris  1 

[vice 

SperJonan, 

de 

ceased). 

December 

13, 

1907 

Ralph  M.  Cole, 

November 

21, 

1908, 

November 

25, 

1912, 

November 

27, 

1915 

John  D.  Cole, 

November 

24, 

1920, 

November 

24, 

1924, 

November 

21, 

1928 

Harry  C.  George 

1 

November 

17, 

1932 

H.  G.  Lanham  (vice  Ge 

orge). 

January 

10. 

1935 

Oscar  L.  Graham 

t 

November 

27, 

1936 
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State's  Attorneys 
(Appointed  "by  the  Governor  to  1835,  by  the  General  Assembly 
to  1849;  elected  by  circuit  district  electorate  to  1872) 


Peter  Walsh, 

November  20,  1872 
Joseph  W.  Jones, 

November  27,  1876 
James  A.  Autland, 

November  24,  1880 
Charles  M,  Swallow  (vice 

Autland,    deceased), 

April    19,  1881 
Wm.  J.  Calhoun, 

November  25,  1884 
John  G.  Thompson  (vice 

CalhoTon,    resigned), 

March    20,  1888 
H.  P.  Blackburn, 

December  3,  1888 


S,  G.  Wilson, 

November  25,  1892, 

December  7,  1896 

John  W.  Keeslar, 

November  30,  1900, 

November  22,  1904 

John  H.  Lewman, 

November  23,  1908, 

November  24,  1912, 

November  27,  1916, 

November  24,  1920 

Elmer  0.  Furrow, 

November  22,  1924, 

November  21,  1928 

Oliver  D.  Mann, 

November  22,  1932, 

November  27,  1936 


Trer.surers 
(Also  acted  as  assessors  to  1839,  1844  to  1851; 
supervisors  of  assessments  1898  to  date; 
and  collectors  1851  to  date) 


No  state  records  1827-18381 
Josiah  Alexander, 

August    5,  1839  (elected) 
John  H.  Sconze, 

August    7,  1843 
Alex  McDonald, 

August    2,  1847 
William  J,  Allen, 

November  6,  1849 


John  W.  Mires, 

November  4,  1851 
Sajnuel  Patton,2 

November  8,  1853 
Samuel  Partlow, 

November  6,  1855 
James  Probst, 

November  11,  1857 


1.  Dan  W.  Becknvith  appointed  treasurer  March  26,  1827,  Supervisors' 
Record,  v.  A,  p.  22;  reappointed  March  4,  1828,  ibid.,  p.  46. 
Josiah  Alexander  appointed  troa.surer  March  4,  1829,'  ibid.,  p.  80; 
reappointed  March  3,  1830,  ibid,,  p.  132.   George  M.  Eeckivith  ap- 
pointed treasurer  M<-.rch  9,  1831,  ibid.,  p.  181.   Josiah  Alexajider 
appointed  treasurer  April  7,  1831,  vice  Beckwith,  resigned,  ibid., 
p.  186,  ?.nd  served  continuously  until  the  election  of  his  successor 
in  August,  1843. 

2.  Samuel  Partlow  recorded  as  treasurer  November  28,  1853.   Supervi- 
sors' Record,  v,  D,  p..  195. 
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Treasurers  (cont.) 


John  Woods ,  Jr. , 

November  16,  1859, 

November  5,  1861  (elected) 
Rawley  M.  Martin, 

December  7,  1863, 


1865 


F. 


1867, 
1869, 
1871, 
1873 


November  17, 

M.  Allhand, 

December  10, 

November  12, 

November  20, 

November  14, 
Francis  M,  Allhands, 

November  16,  1875 
Edward  77.  Eakin, 

December  1,  1877, 

December  1,  1879 
William  D.  Lindsey, 

December  1,  1882 
Daniel  C,  Deamunde, 

December  6,  1886 
Thomas  J.  Dale, 

December  2,  1890 


John  W.  Newton, 

November  28,  1894 
William  C.  Thompson, 

November  30,  1898 
0.  L.  McCord, 

November  21,  1902 
Hardy  H.  IThitlock, 

November  22,  1906 
0.  B.  Wysong, 

November  30, 
Thomas  J.  Dale, 

November  23, 
Robert  Howard  Mater, 

November  30,  1918 
G-.  Stanley  Olmsted, 

November  24,  1922 
Fred  L.  Endicott, 

November  16,  1926 
Fred  R.  Lloyd, 

November  20, 
F.  W.  Ward, 

December  1, 


1910 


1914 


1930 


1934 


William  E.  Waylandl 


Audi  tors 


Pat  McDonald, 

November  5,  1912 
Chauncey  E.  Lewis, 

November  7,  1916  (elected) 
L.  H.  Griffith, 

November  5,  1918  (elected). 


November  2,  1920  (elected), 

November  4,  1924     "    , 

November  6,  1928     " 
Ray  C.  Wait, 

November  8,  1932  (elected), 

November  3,  1936     " 


1.   Shown  as  treasurer  in  Official  List  of  State  and  County  Officers 
July  1,  1939,  p.  49. 
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Superintendents  of  Schools 
(School  conaissionors  1829  to  1855) 


No  state  records  1829-184ll 
Norman  D.  Palmer, 

January  24,  1842, 

August    7,  1843, 

August    4,  1845, 

August    2,  1847 
William  J.  Allen, 

November  6,  1849 
William  Murphy, 

Noverater  4,  1351 
Norman  D.  Palmer, 

November  8,  1853 
N.  D.  Palmer, 

February  1,  1854, 

November  6,  1855, 

November  3,  1857 
Levi  W.  SaJiders, 

November  8,  1859 
Marquis  D.  Hawes, 

November  5,  1861, 

December  7,  1863 
Phillip  D.  Hammond, 

November  17,  1865 
John  W,  Parker, 

December  17,  1868, 

November  12,  1869 
Charles  V.  Gtiy, 

November  14,  1873, 


December   1, 

1877 

John  D,  Benedict 

) 

December  16, 

1881  (appointed), 

December   1, 

1882, 

December   6, 

1886 

L.  H.  Griffith  ( 

vice  Benedict, 

resigned) , 

July      15, 

1889 

Lin  H.  Griffith, 

November  26, 

1890, 

November  28, 

1894, 

November  30, 

1898 

Ralph  B.  Holmes 

(vice  Griffith, 

resigned) , 

September  13, 

1899, 

November  27, 

1900, 

November  21, 

1902 

William  L.  Lud-r^i 

£. 

November  19, 

1906 

Otis  E.  HaTOrth, 

November  23, 

1910, 

November  23, 

1914, 

November  21, 

1918 

Larkin  A.  Tuggle 

> 

November  14, 

1922, 

November  16, 

1926, 

June      15 , 

1931, 

November  27, 

1934 

1.  Ja,mes  Clyman  appointed  commissioner  for  the  sale  of  school  sections, 
June  7,  1831.   Supervisors'  Record,  v.  A,  p.  202.   Dan  M,   Beckwith 
ai^pointod  commissioner  for  the  sale  of  school  lands  in  the  place  of 
Clyman,  viho   refused  to  act.   Ibid.,  p.  245.   John  H.  Murphy  a.ppointed 
comiriissioner  and  agent  for  the  sale  of  school  sections,  in  the  place 
of  Beckwith,  resigned,  September  11,  1832  (ibid.,  p.  280)  rjid  served 
continuously  until  his  resignation  Jime  8,  1841.   Ibid.,  v.  B,  p. 
399.  Records  do  not  show  office  was  filled  until  Norman  D.  Palmer 
presented  his  certificate  of  election  at  a  meeting,  December  19,  1841. 
Ibid.,  p.  415. 
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Surveyors 
(Beginning  Septenter,  1936,  surveyor  appointed 
ty  county  toard  of  supervisors) 


Dan  T:.  Beckwith, 

> 

January  23, 

1826 

Oiren  West, 

August   24, 

1835, 

August   17, 

1839 

Guy  Merrill, 

August   17, 

1843, 

August    9, 

1847 

Owen  TTest, 

December  6, 

1849, 

November  13, 

1851, 

December  6, 

1853 

Asa  H.  Ouy, 

November  20, 

1855, 

November  11, 

1857 

John  B,  Lcc, 

November  16, 

1859 

T7illiam  K.  Blair, 

November  13, 

1861 

Asa  H.  5uy, 

December  7, 

1863, 

November  17, 

1855 

Alexander  Boiroian, 

December  10, 

1867 

Asa  H.  5uy, 

November  12, 

1869 

Alex?jnder  Boxrnan, 

November  20, 

1871 

Asa  K.  Guy, 

November  16, 

1875 

Alexander  Boirman, 

Deceaber  1, 

1879, 

December  1, 

1884, 

December  3, 

1888 

Cha.rles  E.  Ellsworth, 

November  25, 

1892, 

December  7, 

1896, 

November  30, 

1900 

Eugene  S.  Bonidnot, 

June      1, 

1903  (appointed 

vice  Ell 

sworth,  deceased), 

November  8, 

1904  (elected) 

Frank  Paj/na  (vice  Bonidnot, 

resigned), 

No  date 

William  S.  Dillon, 

November  3, 

1908, 

November  5, 

1912, 

November  7, 

1916, 

November  2, 

1920, 

November  4, 

1924, 

November  6, 

1928 

Russcl  Glick, 

November  17, 

1932 

Walter  C.  Dye, 

November  27, 

1936 

(First  entry,  p.  I70) 


k.      HOUSING,  CAHE,  A!TD  ACCESSIBILITY  OF  THE  RECORDS 


In  I829,  three  years  after  Vermilion  County  had  'been  created,  a 
residence  was  purchased  to  serve  as  a  temporary  courthouse.   The  first 
permanent  courthouse,  erected  in  Danville,  the  county  seat,!  was  accepted 
in  1836.   An  old  bank  "building  was  acquired  in  ISU3  and  was  used  for  six 
years  as  an  addition  to  the  courthouse.   A  fireproof  "building  to  house 
the  offices  of  the  couhty  and  circuit  clerks  was  erected  in  1855-   ^^.t 
not  until  1877  >  when  the  second  courthouse  was  first  used,  did  all  co-unty 
offices  function  under  one  roof.   Today,  the  third  courthouse  stands  on 
the  site  of  the  first  two,  at  the  northeast  corner  of  the  pu"blic  square, 
abutting  on  Worth  Vermilion  and  East  Main  streets. 

After  Vermilion  became  a  county  in  January,  1826,  the  county  commis- 
sioners' court,  the  first  administrative  body,  met  successively  at  the 
home  of  James  Butler  from  March  6,  1826  to  March  26,  1827;  at  Asa  Elliot's 
house  during  the  June  term  of  1827;  a.^  Amos  Williams'  from  September,  1827 
through  September,  1828;  and  in  George  Haworth's  house  from  December,  1828 
through  September,  1829.^  However,  on  September  2,  1828,  the  commission- 
ers' court  made  provision  to  accept  proposals,  at  their  December  term,  for 
the  building  of  a  courthouse.^  No  proposals  were  forthcoming  at  the  speci- 
fied tim.e,  therefore,  as  an  alternative,  the  commissioners  ordered  the 
purchase  of  a  house  from  William  Reed  for  $200  in  specie.^  In  this  pro- 
visional courthouse  the  county  board  met  from  December,  1829  ^o  March  10, 
I83I,  when  the  structure  was  sold  for  $350  to  Hezekiah  Cunningham. 5 

The  problem  of  acquiring  a  permanent  courthouse  met  with  some  diffi- 
culties for,  prior  to  the  sale  of  the  provisional  one  to  Cunningham,  the 
commissioners'  court  contracted  with  Joseph  Wiley  in  December,  I83O  for 
the  making  of  bricks  for  a  courthouse  at  $3.25  per  thousand  and  advanced 
him  $162.50  which  sum,  however,  was  returned  by  John  Murphy,  Wiley's  se- 
curity, in  November,  I83I.  Nothing  thereon  was  accomplished  until  July 
7,  I832,  when  the  court  ordered  a  courthouse  built  on  the  northeast 


1.  For  the  historj'  of  the  selection  of  Danville  as  the  county  seat  of 
justice,  see  Historical  Sketch,  p.  56.59~62. 

2.  Supervisors'  Record,  v.  A,  -o.  l,3,5,12,lU,15, 21,2U,35,38,39,^7.52.6l, 
68,83,89,92. 

3.  Ibid. ,  p.  60. 
h.      Ibid.,  p.  67. 

5.  Ibid.,  p.  182.  Payments  were  to  be  made  in  six,  twelve,  and  eighteen 
months,  and  as  a  further  provision,  Cunningham  was  to  furnish  a 
courtroom  for  the  term  of  two  years  unless  a  new  courthouse  was  built 
meanwhile. 

6.  Ibid.,  p.  157,219. 
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• 
corner  of  the  public  square  and  ap-nointed  John  Murphy  to  carry  into 
effect  the  contracts  of  the  court,  vesting  him  ^vith  full  nower  to 
enter  into  written  a&reonents  as  might  be  necessary.   As  the  court- 
house was  being  built  on  a  pay-as-you-go  basis,  the  work  was  carried 
on  with  interr'uptions  until  the  sunmer  of  1£3^.   On  JuD.y  20  of  that 
year  the  county  commissioners'  court  formally  accepted  the  cor.ipleted 
building.  2 

This  first  courthouse  ^n.s   a  tFO-story,  sq^xare  building  built  of 
brick  and  stone,  and  surncunted  by  a  bell  tox-fer.   The  circuit  court  was 
located  in  the  lower  story.   On  the  second  floor  there  were  four  rooms 
given  most  of  the  tine  to  the  use  of  various  nonofficial  tenants.   The 
total  cost  of  this  building  was  in  excess  of  $6,500.3  The  commissioners' 
court  did  not,  however,  meet  in  the  courthouse  at  any  time,  its  meetings 
being  hold  from  October,  I83I  ^^   J\ine,  I8U3  in  the  home  of  Am^^s  Williams.'* 
On  Ma;/  31  of  the  latter  year  the  county  purchased  a  building  in  Danville, 
formerly  occupied  by  a  b'^jik,  for  $1,822,28.5  Rooms  were  preT>ared  in  it 
for  the  recorder  and  the  county  clerk."  The  coimty  con- issioners'  court 
held  its  m^eetings  in  the  county  clerk's  office  for  the  next  six  years, 
from  October  21,  I8U3  to  December,  lgUq.7 

The  coiinty  court,  as  the  county  board,  organized  and  held  its  first 
meeting  in  the  courthouse  on  December  17»  ISUg.®  The  old  bank  building 
was  ordered  sold  April  8,  IS^C.  ^  It  is  not  clear  from  the  records  ''here 
the  offices  of  the  recorder  aiid  county  clerk  were  located  during  the 
next  few  years.   They  may  have  rcraained  in  the  old  bank  building  during 
the  years  from  I85O  to  1853i  -"^r  though  it  was  sold  at  public  auction  to 
John  Pearson  for  $S05  in  Septcm.ber,  IB5I,  he  refused  to  abide  by  his 
bargain  and  not  until  1853  ^as  it  sold  to  James  Parncr. -^0 

The  problem  of  housing  the  offices  a2id  records  of  county  officers 
approached  a  final  solution  on  February  I3,  1855»  v/hen  the  board  of 
supervisors  adopted  a  resolution  to  build  a  fireproof  office  building. 


1.  S^ipervisoi»s'  Record,  v.  A,  p.  260,2b3. 

2.  Ibid. ,  V.  3,  p.  165. 

3.  Ibid.,  V.  A,  p.  262, 266, 268, 279, 28U, 298,315;  v.  B,  v.    8, 11, 31,31+, 33, 39. 
^. 67. 71, 75, 1^9. 165, 188,216,229, 258.   Records  re^-cal  that  many  expensive 
repairs  and  alterations  were  made  on  this  courthouse  between  1839  -'^-'i 
1859,  amounting  to  :?1,770.72  (ibid.,  v.  B,  x).    311;  v.  D,  v.   3"^. '37, 39, ^7. 
50,5l.56,57.l5Si85,205,U3i,U35,UU9). 

62. 


u. 

Ibid. , 

V. 

A,  T3.  218;  V.  B,  p.  ^1^-,. 

5. 

Ibid. , 

V. 

3,  p.  51^.5^^6;  V.  C,  p. 

6. 

Ibid. , 

V. 

C,  p.  188,205. 

7. 

Ibid. . 

p« 

51I4;  -.  D,  0.  12. 

8. 

Ibid., 

V. 

D,  p.  1. 

9. 

Ibid. , 

P' 

27. 

10. 

Ibid. , 

p. 

112,116,117,123,128,183. 

11. 

Ibid. , 

p. 

235. 
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Three  months  later,  contracts  were  awarded  to  Mires  and  Gatrill  for  the 
sum  of  $4,200.1  This  "buildins  was  located  on  the  southeast  corner  of 
the  puhlic  square.   It  was  one  story  high,  25  lay  6C  feet,  huilt  of  "brick, 
and  covered  with  zinc  sheeting.   The  roof  was  of  galvanized  iron.   The 
county  clerk's  office  occupied  a  space  20  by  30  feet,  and  the  circuit 
clerk  had  an  office  20  "by  20  feet,  an  8-foot  hall  separating  the  two 
rooms. 2  'The  total  cost  of  this  "building,  which  was  accepted  hy  the  county 
"board  and  paid  for  in  full  by  Novem"ber  9,  1855,  was  $4,390,85.3 

By  1857,  the  rooms  which  the  "board  used  for  its  "business  were  no 
longer  suita"ble.   Tlie  recommendations  which  had  "been  su"bmitted  June  9,  1857, 
"by  the  grand  jury  for  alterations  in  the  courthouse,  were  not  acted  upon, 4 
"but  on  March  15,  1859,  the  sheriff  was  ordered  to  rent  two  rooms  in  the 
upper  story  at  $5.00  per  month  and  to  charge  $2.50  a  month  for  use  of  any 
part  of  the  county  judge's  room.   The  meetings  of  the  "board  of  supervisors 
were  transferred  to  the  county  clerk's  office. 5 

From  the  creation  of  "Vermilion  in  1826  to  the  close  of  1849,  the 
county  administrative  "bodies  had  held  their  meetings  in  various  places, 
only  the  courts  of  justice  occupying  the  "buildings  whic"n  the  county  had 
designated  as  courthouses.   By  1875,  the  need  "became  acute  to  have  all 
county  offices  housed  in  one  su"bstantial  "building  -  one  that  would  re- 
flect the  increased  wealth  of  the  county.   On  June  9,  1875,  therefore, 
the  "board  of  supervisors  appointed  a  committee  to  visit  and  study  other 
courthouses  in  the  state. 5  After  the  report  of  the  committee  was  re- 
ceived on  Decem'ber  16,'''  the  "board  proceeded  to  order  a  new  courthouse 
"built  at  a  cost  not  to  exceed  $80,000,  the  plans  su"bmitted  "by  the 
arc'nitect,  Elijah  Meyers,  having  "been  adopted. ^  Two  months  later,  on 
Fe"bruary  17,  1876,  contracts  ?'ere  let  to  N.  G.  Terrell, 9  and  on  June  21, 
the  cornerstone  was  laid. 10  Ifear  the  close  of  1677  the  courthouse  was 
completed  and  on  Decem'ber  10,  the  first  meeting  of  the  "board  of  super- 
visors was  held  in  it.   The  following  day  the  "building  was  opened  to 
pu'blic  inspection.il 

The  cost  of  this  second  courthouse,  including  approximately  $5,000 
for  furniture  and  $8,000  for  architect's  fees  and  "building  supervision, 


1.   Supervisors'  Record,  v.  D,  p,  250. 


2. 

Ibid., 

p. 

245,24fi. 

3. 

Ibid., 

p. 

256,262. 

4. 

Ibid,, 

p. 

328, 

5. 

Ibid., 

P» 

442,449, 

6. 

Ibid., 

V, 

F.   p.    395. 

7. 

Ibid., 

p. 

465-70. 

8. 

Ibid., 

r- 

473. 

9. 

Ibid., 

p. 

485. 

10. 

Ibid., 

p. 

521. 

11. 

Ibid. , 

V. 

G,   p.    25,3 
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was  $104,550.50.-^   It  was  built  on  the  site  of  the  old  one,  an  L-shaped 
building  erected  outside  the  northeast  corner  of,  but  facing,  the  public 
square.  The  structure  was  an  iinposinc  one,  three  stories  hi^rh,  built  of 
brick,  stone,  and  iron;  it  load  three  entrsjiices,  one  at  the  center  and  one 
each  at  Horth  Verr.iilion  and  East  Main  streets.   The  style  of  architecture 

was  typical  of  Arncricsn  buildin^rs  of  the  latter  pai't  of  the  nineteenth 
century,  exemplifying  French  adaption  of  Ron?ji  ^principles.  l:esides  the 
offices  rxid  courtrooms  there  wore  also  tv/o  small  fireproof  vaults  rixd  ono 
large  one.  Obviously',  this  courthouse  '■'.-■s  built  ^/rith  aji  eye  toward  future 
oxprjision  rather  than  for  imrnodiatc  utilization  of  all  space  as  sections 
of  the  building  were  rented  for  use  by  the  United  States  Post  Office,  the 
Vermilion  County  Bank,  cjnd  by  various  business  firms .2 

In  the  autumn  of  1910,  the  board  of  supervisors  decided  to  remodel 
the  courthouse  and  appointed  a  conmittco  to  secure  plans  and  estimates 
for  this  work. 3  Qn  November  2,  of  thcit  year,  the  courthouse  conriittee, 
after  submitting  several  plfins  ?Jid  estimates,  was  instructed  to  call  for 
bids  accordin£;  to  the  plans  and  specifications  of  architects  LeiTison  exid 
Stuebe.'* 

On  M£.rch  15,  1911,  M.  Yae,^cr  ejid  Son,  of  Dcjiville,  were  awr.rded  the 
masonry  raid  carpentry  contract  for  the  sun  of  $188,527; 5  contracts  for 
heating  rnd  plumbing,  electrical  v/ork,  and  installation  of  elevators  rrere 
let  March  13,  191^; 6  electrical  fixtures,  painting;  DXid  decorating,  ajid 
floor  covering  vrere  contracted  for  on  June  11,  1913.'''  The  entire  cost  of 
remodeling  was  in  excess  of  a  qiia.rter  of  a  million  dollars.  While  con- 
struction v7ork  was  goin^::  on,  the  co\inty  leased  the  old  post  office  build- 
ing, at  Harrison  pjid  Vermilion  streets,  as  a  temporary  courthouse. 8 

The  remodeled  building  was  accepted  oy   the  county  board  as  completed 
on  December  11,  1913.2  As  it  stands  today,  the  courthouse  carries  out 
the  general  L-shaped  outline  of  the  previous  building  but  now  has  five 


1.  Supervisors'  Record,  v.  &,  p.  53.   This  courthouse  cost  approximately 
$23,550  more  than  had  been  originally  estimated.  To  finance  the 
greater  part  of  the  cost  of  construction  a  bond  isr^ue  of  $75,000 

was  floated  after  having  been  approved  at  a  general  election  in  1876. 
(ibid.,  V.  F,  p.  507).   In  1877  a  courthouse  tax  of  tv'enty-five  cents 
on  every  one  hundred  dollars  of  t?jcable  property  for  ten  years  was 
approved  by  the  electorate,   (ibid.,  v.  G,  p.  20) . 

2.  Ibid.,  V.  G,  p.  37. 

3.  Ibid.,  V.  P,  p.  71,81. 

4.  Ibid.,  p.  99. 

5.  Ibid.,  p.  162. 

6.  Ibid.,  p.  325. 

7.  Ibid.,  p.  543,583. 

8.  Ibid.,  p.  81,228. 

9.  Ibid.,  V.  <i,  p.  62. 
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stories.   Classic  as  to  architectural  design  and  comparable  to  Federal 
goTernnental  buildings  in  the  Nation's  capital,  this  third  courthouse  is 
built  of  brick  and  faced  with  stone.  Above  the  three  entrances  are  small 
stone  balconies;  three-story  high  pilasters,  with  Ionic  capitals,  enhance 
the  beauty  of  the  upper  two  thirds  of  the  building.   Topping:  the  ccrnice 
line,  on  the  flat  roof,  is  a  decorative  stone  balustrade  which  contri- 
butes a  distinctive  finish  to  the  impressive  appearance  of  this  outstand- 
ing structure. 

The  interior  is  well  arranged  both  from  the  standpoint  of  conveni- 
ence and  efficient  use  of  existing  space.  The  main  or  center  entrance, 
at  the  juncture  of  the  two  arms  of  the  building,  opens  on  a  large  lobby 
from  which  corridors  lead  to  the  various  offices.   These  corridors  also 
open  on  the  two  other  entrances  at  East  Lfein  and  North  Vermilion  streets. 
Above  the  lobby  is  a  light -ta'sII  v.'hich  is  topped  at  the  roofline  on  the 
fifth  floor  by  a  skylight.  On  the  first  floor  are  contained  the  offices 
of  the  sheriff,  coroner,  treasurer,  and  election  commissioners.  Here 
also  are  a  jury  room  and  a  room  used  by  war  veterans,  as  well  as  a  men's 
lavatory;  a  janitor's  room;  a  dormitory,  restroom.  and  lavatory  for  ladies, 
and  a  matron's  room.  A  stairway  and  elevator  at  the  north  end  lead  to 
the  upper  floors.   On  the  second  floor  are  the  recorder's  office  and 
vault,  the  state's  attorney's  suite,  a  men's  lavatory,  a  room  for  Boy 
Scouts,  the  suite  of  the  master  in  chancery,  the  probate  courtroom, 
judge's  chambers,  jury  room  and  library,  and  the  probate  clerk's  offices 
and  vault.   The  third  floor  contains  the  auditor's  suite;  board  of  super- 
visors' room;  suite  of  the  superintendent  of  schools  and  an  adjacent 
storeroom;  a  ladies'  lavatory;  the  office  of  tl\e  superintendent  of  high- 
ways, which  is  shared  also  by  the  surveyor;  the  vrorkroom  of  the  super- 
intendent of  highv;ays;  the  old  age  assistance  office,  which  is  also 
called  the  county  judge's  office;  the  county  courtroom;  judge's  chambers; 
library  and  jury  room;  and  the  county  clerk's  offices  and  vault.   The 
fourth  floor  contains  the  circuit  courtroom,  -which  is  located  on  the 
south  end  of  the  building,  and  a  reserve  courtroom  on  the  west  end. 
These  courtrooms  are  two  stories  in  height  and  have  roomy  balconies 
which  may  be  reached  from  the  fifth  floor  level.  Other  rooms  located 
on  the  fourth  floor  are  the  circuit  judge's  office;  a  room,  for  the 
court  reporter;  the  circuit  clerk's  office,  record  room,  workroom, 
and  vault;  two  libraries;  a  jury  room.;  and  a  consultation  room.   The 
fifth  floor  contains  the  offices  of  the  home  bureau,  the  probation  of- 
ficer, a  blueprint  room,  and  the  common  vault.   In  addition,  there  are 
also  a  dormitory,  a  vritness  room,  consultation  room,  and  a  grand  jury 
room.   (For  detailed  floor  plans  of  courthouse,  see  pages  154-58.) 

Besides  the  offices  and  depositories  listed  as  being  in  the  court- 
house, there  is  the  county  jail,  38  South  Vermilion  Street,  where  the 
sheriff  has  an  office;  the  Vermilion  county  home,  3  miles  southwest 
of  Danville,  on  Catlin  Road;  the  farm,  bureau  which  has  its  offices  on 
the  second  floor  of  the  Chamber  of  Commerce  Building,  101  Vfest  North 
Street;  the  juvenile  detention  home,  commonly  called  the  Vermilion 
County  Placement  Home,  Rural  Route  4,  three -and -ha If  miles  south\vest 
of  Danville,  v^hich  was  first  opened  January  14,  1938,  in  a  colonial 
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type  "building  thr.t  ha.d  been  fornerly  used  by  the  coimty  tuberculosis 
dispenscry;  oixd   the  home  of  the  county  nine  inspector,  Chr.rles  Blck- 
ney.  Rural  Route  6,  TTestville,  where  his  records  r-re  kemt.  Besides 
the  above,  and  deserving  of  special  mention,  is  the  Vermilion  County 
Tuberculosis  Dispensary,  808  llorth  Logan  Avenue,  Dajxville.  The  dispen- 
sary has  a  ward  v/ith  tv.'O  beds  in  it.  However,  the  county  is  building 
a  largo,  trro-story-high,  sixty-room  hospital  arou>-.d  the  dispcnsarj', 
but  separ:-.tc  from  it.  When  corpleted,  early  in  the  summer  of  1940, 
it  will  hff.ve  cost  over  ninety  thousazid  dollars. 

The  distribution  of  records  in  offices  cxid.  v-\ults  in  the  Vermilion 
County  courthouse  indicates  that  only  comparatively  recent  records  are 
housed  in  the  individual  offices,  the  reason  being  the  obvious  one  that 
these  are  the  ones  most  consulted.  About  8S  percent  of  record  volumes 
r-nd  83  per  cent  of  the  miscellaneous  records  are  stored  in  the  various 
vaults.  File  boxes  being  more  flexible  in  their  use  ajid  more  compact, 
a  slightly  smaller  ajnount,  67  per  cent  of  those,  a.rc  stored  in  the  vaults. 
(For  allocation  of  records  in  the  depositories,  accordin/;  to  offices,  as 
well  as  percentages  of  records  stored  therein,  see  charts  on  p2ge3  145-47; 
for  detailed  information  on  the  individual  deT)Ositories,  with  a  descrip- 
tion of  facilities  for  the  housing  of  records,  see  charts  on  pages  148-53.) 

Provisions  for  careful  housing  and  maintenance  of  records,  with  a 
view  tov/ard  their  best  preservation,  liave  been  ca.rricd  out  in  practic- 
ally every  instance.  Binding  and  repair  of  record  volumes  are  binder 
direct  supervision  of  the  county  board.   Indexing  ?xid  filing  of  records 
follow  systems  generally  adopted  and  employed  in  other  counties  in  Ill- 
inois. 
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5,     ABBREVIATIONS,    SIMBOLS,   AND  EXPLANATORY  NOTES 


alph. _ _ alphabetical  (ly) 

app, appendix 

arr» _ _ arranged,  arrangement 

Art, Article 

assr. assessor 

atty. attorney 

aud* auditor 

bd» -board 

bdl. bundle  (s) 

bldg. building 

bsmt. „ basement 

cf • confer   (compare ) 

ch chapter ( s ) 

chron. chronological  (ly) 

cir» circuit 

clk» clerk 

CO. : county 

coll  • colle ctor 

cent. continued 

cor. coroner 

ot. court 

dept. department 

f .b file   box (es  ) 

f .d. file  drawer (s) 

f»,    ff« and   follov/ing   (page,    pages) 

fl. floor 

fm. form 

ft.. feet 

hdgs. headings 

hd"w, hand'.vritten 

hwys highways 

ibid. ibidem  (in  the  same  place) 

!•©• id  est  (that  is ) 

111* Illinois  Reports  (Supreme  Court) 

111.  App, Illinois  Appellate  Court  (Reports) 

111.   S.A. .....^ Illinois   Statutes  Annotated 

in. - inch  ( e  s  ) 

L. Laws    (of  Illinois) 

loc.   cit.     loco   citato    (in  the   place   cited) 

mi. •• mile(e) 

n. - footnote  (s) 

no  ( s ) number  ( s ) 

N.W, Northwestern  Reporter 

off. office 

op.  cit. opere  citato  (in  the  work  cited) 
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p. - page(s) 

pr» _ printed 

Priv.  L« Private  laws  (of  Illinois) 

pro. probate 

reo»  „ - recorder 

R,L» Revised  Laws  (of  Illinois) 

nn« ■ ■• :.-.  room 

R.S. ...: Revised  Statutes  (of  Illinois ) 

sch, school  (s) 

sec* section(s) 

sep» separate 

Sess* Session 

sh. sheriff 

Sp» : Special 

strm. storeroom 

supt. superintendent 

surv. surveyor 

trea  s  • trea  surer 

twp(s ) .  to7.'nship(s ) 

U.S .R.S, United  States  Revised  Statutes 

U.S.S.L. United  States  Statutes  at  Large 

v« volume  (s  ) 

vet* veterinarian 

vice in  place  of 

vlt. -...vault 

—  current 

1*  Despite  inaccuracies  in  spelling  and  punctuation,  titles  of 
records  are  shcivn  in  the  inventory  proper  exactly  as  on  volumes  and 
file  boxes*  The  current  or  most  recent  title  is  used  as  the  title  of 
the  entry* 

2*  Explanatory  additions  to  inadequate  titles  and  corrections 
of  erroneous  titles  are  enclosed  in  parentheses  and  have  initial  capitals* 

3*  In  the  absence  of  titles,  supplied  titles  are  capitalized  and 
enclosed  in  parentheses* 

4*  In  the  title  set-up,  letters  or  numbers  in  parentheses  indi- 
cate the  exact  labeling  on  volumes  or  file  boxos.   If  the  volunes  or 
file  boxes  are  unlabeled,  no  labeling  is  indicated. 

5.  Title  line  cross  references  are  used  to  complete  scrios  for 
record.<3  kept  separately  for  a  period  of  timo,  and  in  other  records  for 
different  periods  of  tine,  as  in  entry  24,  "1826-1919  in  Supervisors* 
Record,  entry  2,"   They  are  also  used  in  all  artifical  entries  - 
records  which  must  be  sho^vn  separately  under  tiieir  cvn  proper  office  or 
section  heading  even  though  they  are  kept  in  files  or  records  appearing 
elsewhere  in  the  inventory,  as  in  entry  14,  "1902-17  in  Miscellaneous 


II 
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Papers,  entry  87;  1918 —  in  Supervisors*  Papers,  entry  1."  In  both 
instances,  the  description  of  the  Ttiaster  entry  shows  the  title  and 
entry  nunber  of  tlie  record  from  which  the  cross  reference  is  made,  as 
in  entry  1,  "Also  contains  (Contracts  and  Bids),  1918 — ,  entry  14 j.  . 
Dates  shown  in  the  description  of  the  inaster  entry  are  only  for  the 
part  or  parts  of  the  record  contained  therein,  and  are  shown  only  when 
they  vary  from  those  of  the  master  entry. 

6«  Separate  third  paragraph  cross  references  from  entry  to  entry, 
and  "see  also"  references  under  subject  headings,  are  used  to  show 
prior,  subsequent,  or  related  records  which  are  not  part  of  the  same 
series. 

7.  'iVhere  no  explanation  of  the  beginning  or  for  the  discontinuance 
of  a  record  is  given,  and  where  no  cross  reference  appears,  the  informa- 
tion explaining  such  beginning  or  discontinuance  could  not  be  ascertained. 

8#  Unless  the  index  is  self-contained,  an  entry  for  the  index  im- 
mediately follo^'.Ts  its  record  entry.  Cross  references  are  given  for 
exceptions  to  this  rule. 

9.  Records  may  be  assumed  to  be  in  good  condition  unless  other- 
wise indicated. 

10.  On  maps  and  plat  records,  the  names  of  author,  engraver,  and 
publisher,  and  information  on  scale  have  been  omitted  only  when  these 
data  were  not  ascertainable. 

11.  Unless  othenvlse  specified,  all  records  are  located  in  the 
county  courthouse. 


(First  entry,  p.  170) 


COUNTY  BOARD 


In  Illinois,  the  county  board  is  tiiat  body  which  exercises  the 
corporate  or  politic  power  of  the  county. 1  In  Vermilion  County  since 
1826'^  three  bodies  have  successively  acted  as  a  county  board:  the  co\mty 
commissioners'  court,  the  cconty  court,  and  the  board  of  supervisors. 

The  Constitution  of  1818  provided  that  there  should  bo  elected  in 
each  county,  for  the  purpose  of  transacting  all  county  business,  three 
commissioners  whose  term  of  service,  powers,  and  duties  should  be  regu- 
lated and  defined  by  law. 3  The  first  General  Assembly  denominated  the 
commissioners  a  court  of  record,  styled  the  coimty  commissioners'  covirt.'^ 
Four  annual  sessions  were  recjaired  to  be  held  for  six  days  each,  unless 
the  business  should  be  completed  sooner;  additionally,  any  one  of  the  com- 
missioners had  po77cr,  upon  giving  five  days  r.otic"  to  the  rsmaining  com- 
missioners and  the  clerk  of  the  court,  to  call  a  special  court  which  had 
the  same  authority  as  at  a  reg'Jilar  session. 5  The  first  commissioners 
were  elected  for  an  irregular  tern;?  subsequently,  it  v/as  provided  that 
they  should  be  elected  at  each  biennial  general  election;'''  and  in  1837, 
the  term  was  lengthened  to  three  years  and  staggered,  with  one  new  com- 
missioner elected  annually. 8  Thereafter,  the  commissioner  who  was  long- 
est in  office  was  to  be  recognized  as  the  presiding  officer  of  the  court. 9 
Compensation,  originally  set  at  the  sum  of  $2.50  for  each  day's  attendance 
in  holding  court, ^0  later  was  reduced  to  $1.50.11  In  1821  provision  was 


1.  R.L.1827,  p.  107;  R.S.1845,  p.  130;  R.S.1374,  p.  306. 

2.  Vermilion  County  was  created  in  1826.   L.1826,  p.  50. 

3.  Constitution  of  1813,  Schedule,  sec.  4. 

4.  L.1819,  p.  175. 

5.  Ibid.,  p.  175,176. 

6.  Ibid.,  p.  100.   The  commissioners  were  to  continue  in  office  from  the 
election  held  on  the  fourth  Monday  in  April,  1819,  until  the  first 
Wednesday  in  August,  1820,  and  \intil  their  successors  were  elected  and 
qualified.  Not  lantil  1321  was  provision  made  for  the  election  of  such 
successors  (L.1821,  p.  80).   In  Vermilion  County,  the  first  commission- 
ers held  office  from  March  6,  1826  to  August  of  the  same  year,  the  next 
occurrence  of  a  regular  biennial  election. 

7.  L.1821,  p.  80. 

8.  L.1357,  p.  103,104.   In  1833,  to  initiate  the  new  procedure,  throe 
commissioners  were  elected;  by  lot,  they  held  office  respectively  for 
one,  two,  and  three  years. 

9.  Ibid.,  p.  104. 

10.  L.1819.  p.  176. 

11.  R.L.1827,  p.  205. 
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made  for  the  removal  of  commissioners  for  malfeasance  or  nonfeasance  of 
duties,  with  proceedings  as  in  criminal  cases;!  when  the  first  criminal 
code  was  enacted  in  1827,  the  penalty  was  modified  to  a  fine  of  not  more 
than  $200,  with  removal  from  office  only  upon  recommendation  of  the  jury. 2 
Vacancies  resulting  from  any  cause  were  filled  by  special  election  upon 
order  of  the  clerk  of  the  court  to  the  district  judges  of  election. 3 

In  1848  when  Illinois  adopted  a  new  constitution,  the  county  com- 
missioners' court  was  discontinued.  In  its  place,  the  constitution  pro- 
vided for  an  administrative  body  to  be  composed  of  an  elected  officer, 
the  coiinty  judge,  and  such  nximber  of  justices  of  the  peace  as  should  be 
required  by  law. 4  In  the  following  legislative  session,  the  General 
Assembly  provided  for  the  election  of  two  justices  of  the  peace  to  sit 
with  the  county  judge  to  transact  county  business. ^  Their  term  of  office, 
like  that  of  the  county  judge,  v^as  set  at  four  years. ^  This  body,  styled 
the  county  court,  was  required  to  hold  four  sessions  annually  euid  when 
so  sitting,  had  all  power,  jurisdiction,  and  authority  formerly  conferred 
upon  the  county  commissioners'  court. '^  The  compensation  of  the  county 
judge  was  originally  set  at  $2.50  for  every  day  of  holding  court. 8  In 
1855  the  amount  was  increased  to  $3.00.^ 

The  new  constitution  also  directed  the  General  Assembly  to  provide, 
by  general  law,  for  a  township  organization  under  which  any  co\inty  might 
organize  whenever  a  majority  of  the  voters  in  the  county  should  so  de- 
.termine.^O  By  provision  of  the  subsequent  enabling  acts.H  a  board  of 
supervisors,  whose  members  were  to  be  elected  one  in  each  township  an- 
nually, ^2  Ti7as  created  to  trsuisact  all  county  business  in  counties  adopt- 
ing township  organisation. 13  The  board  of  supervisors  was  to  meet  for 


.  1.   L.1821,  p.  20-22.  Conviction  further  carried  disqualification  from 
holding  office  for  one  year. 

2.  R.L.1827,  p.  145. 

3.  L.1837,  p.  104.  No  election  was  required  to  be  held  if  the  term  of 
the  commissioner  vacating  office  would  have  expired  within  six  months 
from  the  date  of  vacancy. 

4.  Constitution  of  1848,  Art.  V,  sec.  15,17,19. 

5.  L.1849,  p.  65,65. 

6.  Constitution  of  1848,  Art.  V,  sec.  17;  L.1849,  p.  62,65,55. 

7.  L.1849.  p.  65. 

8.  Ibid.,  p.  63. 

9.  L.1855.  p.  181. 

10.  Constitution  of  1848,  Art.  VII,  sec.  5. 

11.  L.1849.  p.  190-244;  L.1851,  p.  35-78.  The  later  law  repealed  and 
was  a  complete  substitute  for  the  earlier,  but  so  far  as  their  effect 
on  the  sphere  of  county  government  is  concerned,  there  was  almost  no 
difference  between  the  two. 

12.  L.1849,  p.  192;  L.1851.  p.  38. 

13.  L.1849.  p.  202-4;  L.1851.  p.  50-52. 
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one  re.jular  session  a  year  with  the  provision  that  special  meetings 
might  be  held  >7hen  convenient. ^  The  board  nember?  were  comnensated  at 
the  rate  of  SI.50  a  da;','^  and  a  fine  '"as  provided  in  the  siun  of  $250.00, 
for  refusal  to  nerforn,  or  neglect,  of  duties.-' 

Vermilion  County  "as  governed  by  the  county  court  from  IS'^9  to  IS5I, 
v'hen  township  organization  vras  instituted.    In  1?70  Illinois  adopted  a 
new  constitution,  ;7hich  continued  the  provision  for  to^-nshi-o  organization 
in  counties  so  electing, 5  and  Tjrovided  for  a  different  form  of  county 
board  to  supplant  the  county  court  as  an  administrative,  body.   This  board 
ras  to  consist  of  three  officers,  styled  county  commissioners,  and  by 
subsequent  legislation  ^''as  given  all  r)Oi"ers,  .iurisdiction,  and  authority 
formerly  vested  in  the  county  court  vhen   acting  in  its  administrative 
caxiacity.  D  As  Vermilion  reta.ined  tovnshir)  organization  from  its  adot)tion 
in  I85O  to  the  present  the  county  has  never  been  effected  by  these  lans. 

Since  1S7^,  poioulation  has  been  recognizee'  as  a  factor  in  local  rep- 
resentation on  the  board  of  supervisors.   In  that  year,  each  to^n  or  city, 
in  addition  to  its  regular  supervisor,  became  entitled  to  one  assistant 
supervisor  if  it  had  four  thousand  or  more  inh3bita.nts,  tvo   if  sixty-five 
hundred,  and  one  more  for  every  additional  t'--enty-f ive  hundred.'   The  sls- 
sistant  supervisors,  i^hose  terms  run  concurrently  '^ith  those  of  the  regu- 
lar supervisors,^  have  no  power  or  duties  as  to^n  officers,  but  a.re  mem- 
bers of  the  county  board  and  enjoy  the  same  pOT^ers  and  rights  as  other 
members. 5  The  population  requirements  in  this  respect  have  since  changed, 


1.  L.I8U3,  p.  202;  L.lg^l,  p.  51.   In  ISbl  it  ras  provided  that  special 
m.eetings  could  be  called  urjon  request  of  one  third  of  the  members  of 
the  board  (L.lgpl,  p.  236).   Since  1?99  the  board  has  b-^en  required 
to  hold  tr'O  reg'jlar  meetings  (L.  1S99»  t).  3^3). 

2.  L.lgUg,  p.  203;  L.I83I,  p.  52.   In  lc6l,  conpensation  "as  incre^ised 
to  $2.00' a  da;^'  (L.lSbl,  p.  238). 

3.  L.18U9,  p.  203, 205";   This  fine  was  reduced  in  IZ%   to  $200  (L.I85I. 
p"i  52) .   ^ubseauent  legislation  reduced  it  still  further  and  added 
the  more  frequent  penalty  for  misfeasance,  disqualification  for 
office  (R. S.IS7U,  p.  1080). 

k.      In  I85O  Vermilion  County  adopted  township  organization,  effective  in 
I85I. 

5.  Constitution  of  I87O,  Art.  X,  sec.  5. 

6.  Ibid.,  Art.  X,  sec.  6;  L.lg73-7U,  p.  79,80. 

7.  R.S.1S7^,  p.  1075. 

8.  L.I933.  V.    1115- 

9.  R.S.I87U,  p.  1080;  L.1925,  p.  605;  L.1929,  p.  77^;  1.1931.  p.  905,907; 

L.I933.  p.  1115. 
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but  have  not  affected  Vermilion  County. ^  At  present  its  board  of  super- 
visors has  forty-one  members.  The  term  of  office  of  supervisors,  length- 
ened in  1889  to  two  years, 2  was  further  extended  in  1929  to  four  years. 3 
Compensation  was  increased  from  $1.50  to  $5.00  a  day  in  1919,4  lowered 
to  $4,00  in  1933,5  and  raised  again  to  $5.00  in  1937,6  ^ith  an  allowance 
of  five  cents  per  mile  for  necessary  travel. 

The  function  of  the  Illinois  county  board,  in  contrast  to  its  legal 
status,  have  \indergone  little  change  since  the  beginning  of  statehood,  the 
development  being  merely  one  of  accretion  and  increasing  complexity  of 
duties  within  a  well-defined  and  nearly  static  sphere  of  authority  and 
jurisdiction.  The  law  establishing  the  court  of  county  commissioners 
conferred  upon  it  jurisdiction  in  all  matters  concerning  county  rev- 
enue.'' Of  this  basic  provision,  nearly  all  other  statutory  powers  of  the 
court  can  be  considered  extensions;  some,  enunciated  in  the  same  law,  al- 
ready show  such  a  legislative  viewpoint.  The  court  was  given  power  to 
regulate  and  impose  the  county  tax,  and  to  grant  such  licenses  as  miglat 
alsd  bring  in  a  revenue;  additionally,  it  was  given  authority  over  all 
public  roads,  cansuLs,  turnpike  roads,  and  toll  bridges. 8  Other  legisla- 
tion by  the  first  General  Assembly  gave  the  court  power  to  buy  and  sell 
lots  whereon  to  erect  county  buildings  and  to  contract  for  their  con- 
struction; 9  later,  in  the  case  of  the  courthouse  at  least,  the  court  was 
declared  to  have  the  care  aind  custody  of  the  property  and  the  right  to 
make  certain  disposition  of  it. 10  Care  of  the  indigent  was  also  made  a 
function  of  the  ccurt;  it  was  required  to  make  appropriations,  to  be  lev- 
ied and  collected  in  the  same  manner  as  other  county  revenue,  for  their 
support.  As  an  extension  of  this  fiscal  f\xnction,  it  was  required  to  ap- 
point an  overseer  of  the  poor  in  every  township  and  establish  a  county 
poorhouse  if  necessary. ^  Fiscal  control  over  school  lands  was  exercised 
at  first  solely  through  the  court's  power  of  appointment  of  the  trustees 


1.  In  1931  a  different  set  of  population  requirements  was  applied  in 
counties  of  one  hundred  thousand  or  more  inhabitants  (L.1931,  p. 
908).   Two  years  later  the  differentiating  figure  was  reduced  to 
ninety  thousand  (L.1933.  p.  1116).  Vermilion  County  with  its 
population  of  89,339,  according  to  the  1930  U.S.  Census,  was  not 
affected  at  either  time.  Population  Bulletin,  p.  9. 

2.  L.1889,  p.  109;  L.1917,  p.  793;  L.1925,  p.  605. 

3.  L.1929,  p.  774,775;  L.1931,  p.  905. 

4.  L.1849.  p.  203;  L.1857.  p.  186;  L. 1871-72,  p.  444;  L.1919.  p.  569. 

5.  L.1933,  p.  615. 

6.  L.1937.  p.  601. 

7.  L.1B19,  p.  175. 

8.  Ibid. 

9.  Ibid.,  p.  237,238. 

10.  L.1843,  p.  128. 

11.  L.1819,  p.  127;  L.1839,  p.  138,139. 
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of  school  lands;!  after  the  creation  of  the  office  of  county  school  com- 
missioner, 2  firmer  control  was  effected  through  the  medium  of  reports 
which  the  commissioner  was  required  to  submit  to  the  court. 3  By  the 
terms  of  another  early  provision,  a  significant  precursor  of  many  sim- 
ilar ones  to  be  fo\ind  in  more  recent  years,  the  court  also  had  a,uthor- 
ity  to  examine  the  f\ill  accounts  of  the  commissioner.'^  Other  aspects 
of  government  which,  if  farther  removed  from  the  fiscal  core,  come  early 
into  this  jurisdictional  sphere,  are  elections  and  juries.  With  regard 
to  the  former,  the  court  was  authorized  to  establish  election  precincts, ^ 
appoint  jvidges  of  election, 6  and  allow  compensation  to  election  officials 
for  services  and  stationery.'^  Its  duty  with  regard  to  juries  wp.s  rela- 
tively simple;  it  was  required  to  select  two  panels  each  of  petit  and 
grand  jurors.   The  former  were  reqiiired  to  be  enrolled  on  the  list  of 
taxable  inhs,bi tents;  the  latter,  only  to  be  freeholders  or  householders. 8 

The  substitution  of  the  co\mty  court  for  the  county  commissioners' 
court  produced  no  important  changes  in  the  sphere  of  government;  neither 
the  second  constitution  nor  the  enabling  legislation  made  ajiy  original 
pronouncements  with  regard  to  the  powers  or  duties  of  the  former. 9 

The  revised  law  on  township  orgajiization,  in  the  main,  only  made 
more  inclusive  and  definite  the  powers  of  the  board. ^0  The  board  was 
given  authority  to  purchase  and  hold  any  land  within  the  county  for  the 
use  cf  its  inhabita,nts;  it  was  also  given  authority  to  make  such  con- 
tra.cts,  a-nd  to  purcha.se  and  hold  such  persona.l  property  as  might  be  nec- 
essary to  the  exercise  of  its  powers;  moreover,  it  could  make  such  or- 
ders for  the  disposition,  regulr.tion,  or  use  of  the  corpora.te  property 
as  might  seem  to  be  to  the  interest  of  the  inha.bitants.l^  Explicit 
also,  was  the  authority  to  axidit  all  claims  against  the  county,  and  the 
accounts  of  such  officers  as  were  not  otherwise  provided  for  by  le.w. -^2 
The  board  wr.s  a.lso  given  power  to  appropriate  funds  for  the  construction 


1.  R.L.1827,  p.  366. 

2.  R.L.1829,  p.  150. 

3.  L.1851,  p.  175;  R.S.1845,  p.  500,501. 

4.  L.1831,  p.  175. 

5.  L.1821,  p.  74.   There  was  in  this  law  pjid  in  many  of  those  following, 
a  limit  to  the  nu-nber  of  precincts  which  could  be  established.   See 
L.1825,  p.  168;  R.L.1827,  p.  255;  R.L.1829,  p.  54;  L.1855.  p.  141. 
Prior  to  1821,  each  township  was  declared  by  statute  to  constitute 

an  election  district  (L.1819,  p.  90). 

6.  L.1819,  p.  90. 

7.  Ibid.,  p.  99. 

8.  Ibid.,  p.  255;  L.1923.  p.  172. 

9.  Constitution  of  1848,  Art.  V,  sec*  19;  L.1849,  p.  65. 

10.  The  Act  of  February  17,  1851,  previously  cited  (L.1851,  p.  35-78). 

11.  Ibid.,  p.  50. 

12.  Ibid.,  p.  51. 
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of  roads  and  bridges  in  any  part  of  the  county  whenever  a  majority  of 
the  whole  board  might  deem  it  proper  and  expedient,^ 

From  the  enabling  legislation  of  the  present  constitutional  period 
is  drawn  the  follovrtng  brief  statement  of  the  principal  functions  of  the 
co\inty  board: 

1.  The  purchase,  sale,  and  custody  of  the  real  and 
personal  property  of  the  county, 

2.  The  examination  and  settlement  of  accounts  against 
the  county. 

3.  The  issiJLance  of  orders  on  the  county  treasury  in 
pursuance  of  its  fiscal  administration, 

4.  The  examination  cf  accounts  concerning  the  receipts 
and  expenditures  of  county  officers,^ 

5.  The  supervision  of  elections;^  the  selection  of 
juries;'*  the  construction  and  maintenance  of  roads 
and  bridges;^  the  care  nf  the  indigent,  infirm,  and 
disabled,^ 

6.  The  appropriation  of  funds  necessary  to  the  effecting 
of  its  functions;'''  the  raising  of  such  sums  through 
taxation;  and  in  general,  the  management  of  county 
funds  and  county  business.^ 

At  all  times  the  county  board  has  had  a  clerk  who  has  served  it  in 
a  ministerial  capacity.  The  law  creating  the  county  commissioners'  court 
provided  that  it  should  have  such  an  officer,  and  gave  it  the  power  to 
appoint  him,^  This  appointive  power  was  rescinded  in  1837  by  an  act 
which  made  the  office  elective, ^^ 

When  the  county  court  supplanted  the  county  commissioners'  court, 
the  office  of  clerk  of  the  latter  body  ceased  to  exist.  A  new  office  was 
created  by  statue,  that  of  clerk  of  the  county  court. H  When  the  court 
sat  for  the  transaction  of  county  business,  its  clerk  was  in  effect  a 
clerk  of  a  county  board;  legal  recognition  of  this  distinction  was  given 
in  the  provision  that  tho  clerk  should  keep  his  records  of  the  court's 


1, 

L.1851,    p,   51, 

2, 

R.S.1874,    p.    306,307. 

3. 

Ibid.,   p.   456,468. 

4, 

Ibid.,    p.   630. 

5. 

Ibid.,   p.    310. 

6, 

Ibid.,    p.   757,758. 

7. 

Ibid,,    p.   307. 

8. 

Ibid.,    p.    306,307. 

9, 

L.1819,    p.    175. 

10, 

L.1837,    p.   49. 

11. 

L.1849,    p.   63. 
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adninistraoive  actions  separate  from  those  of  its  judicial  actions.  For 
this  purpose  two  sets  of  books  v;ere  to  be  kept,^ 

In  1870  the  nefw  constitution  establislied  the  office  of  coi.vnty  clerk;2 
subsequently,  the  General  Assembly  provided  that  the  county  clerk  should 
act  as  clerk  of  the  county  toard^  as  vj-ell  as  clerk  of  the  county  court  ,^ 
From  that  time  to  the  present,  the  county  board  has  been  served  in  a  min- 
isterial capacity  by  this  officer. 

The  major  record  kept  by  the  clerk  for  the  county  board  is  the  minutes 
of  its  proceedings.  This  heterogeneous  record  includes  orders  to  issue 
vra.rrants  on  the  county  treasury;  the  board's  consideration  of  the  action 
on  reports  of  committees  of  its  members  on  roads  and  bridges,  indigent 
and  infirm  relief,  schools, -'taxation,  etc.;  and  its  orders  in  regard  to 
juries,  licenses,  and  other  matters  vdthin  its  jurisdiction,^ 

The  clerk  also  keeps,  separately,  a  register  of  orders  issued  on  the 
county  treasury  and  lists  of  jury  venire;  files  and  preserves  all  bills  of 
accounts  acted  on  by  the  board;  and  has  custody  of  reports  required  to  be 
made  to  the  board  by  the  county  treasvrer,  ^-arious  school  bodies,  and  a 
number  of  county  officers. 6  An  obligation  to  preserve  a  multiplicity  of 
other  records  is  clearly  set  forth  in  the  general  provision  requiring  the 
clerk  tc  have  the  care  and  custody  of  all  papers  appertaining  to,  as  "vvell 
as  filed  in,  his  office. 7 


1.  L.i:49,  p.  66. 

2.  ^Hnstitution  of  1370,  Art,  X,  sec.  8. 

3.  R.S.1874,  p.  322, 

4.  Ibid.,  p,  260, 

5.  L.lBie,  p.  5,6,28,77,127,334,335,352;  L.1823,  p.  145,148;  L.1326, 
p.  130,131;  R.L.1829,  p,  125, 152-37, IST-SS';"  L. 1831,  p.  89,90; 
L.1855,  p,  131,132,136;  L.1859,  p.  71,72;  R,S.1"345,  p.  237,342, 
403, 457;"l. 1849,  p.  66;  L,1861,  p.  234-37;  R.S,1374,  p.  323. 

6.  L.1819,  p.  201,3'l5;  L.1825,  p.'  147;  Rj.L.182_7,  p.  366;  L.1345,  p, 
169;  R.S.1845,  p.  136;  L.1861,  p.  237;  U.S. 1374,  p.  325, 

7.  R.S,1874,  p.  322. 
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Proceedings  of  Board 

1.  SUPERVISORS'  PAPERS,  1906—.   151  f.b. 

Original  papers  on  county  business  submitted  to  board  of  supervisors,  includ- 
ing roll  calls,  communications,  proposals,  reports  of  committees,  resolutions, 
complaints  filed  with  board  of  review,  petitions,  bills  and  claims,  financial 
statements,  and  county  budgets.  Also  contains  (Contracts  and  Bids),  1918 — , 
entry  14j  Claims  for  Poor,  1933-34,  entry  357;  and  (Road  Plats),  1906—, 
entry  392,  Arr,  by  date  of  document.  No  index.  Hdw,  on  pr.  fm.  10  r  4  x 
14  -  6  X  11  X  24.   14  f.b,,  1906-16,  common  vlt.,  5th  fl,;  137  f.b,,  1917—, 
CO,  clk.'s  vlt,,  3rd  fl, 

2.  SUPERVISORS'  RECORD,  1826—.   26  v.*(A-Z). 

Record  of  proceedings  of  county  commissioners'  court,  county  court  as  county 
board,  and  county  board  of  supervisors,  showing  reports  of  committees  and 
county  officers,  and  resolutions  on  various  petitions,  actions  on  claims, 
road  plats,  1832-68,  and  general  proceedings.  Volumes  A,B,  and  C  originally 
titled  County  Commissioners'  Court  Record  and  then  rebound  under  current  ti- 
tle. Also  contains  Record  List  of  Jurors,  1826-1919,  entry  24;  Board  of  Elec- 
tion Commissioners'  Record,  1826-1908,  entry  74;  and  County  Court  Record, 
1849-58,  entry  139.  Arr.  by  date  of  meeting.   Indexed  alph.  by  subject  mat- 
ter. 1826-1916,  hdw,;  1917—,  typed.  500  p.  18  x  13  x  2^.     Co.  clk.'s  vlt,, 
3rd  fl, 

3.  PROCEEDINGS  OF  BOARD  OF  SUPERVISORS,  1929—,  2  v. 

Clerk's  minutes  of  proceedings  of  the  board  of  supervisors,  showing  dates, 
names  of  chairman  and  members  present,  transactions  of  board,  claims  allow- 
ed and  rejected,  and  reports  of  committees  and  county  officers.  Arr.  by  date 
of  meeting.  No  index.  Hdw.  200  p,  14  x  9  x  2,  Co.  clk.'s  vlt.,  3rd  fl. 

Disposition  of  Accounts 
(See  also  entries  327-358) 

Appropriation  of  Funds 

4.  COUNTY  CLERK'S  LEDGER,    1915—,     1  bdl.,    2  v.     Title  varies:  Ledger 
Sheets,    1  bdl.,    1915-21. 

County  clerk's   ledger  of  accounts   of  county  funds,    showing  title  of  account, 
amounts  and  dates   of  debits  and  credits,   purpose,    totals,  and  balance.     Arr. 
by  date   of  entry.     No  index.     Hdw.  under  pr.  hdgs.     Bdl.   12  x  14  x  3;  v.   100 
p.   12  X  15  X  l|.     1  bdl.,    1915-21,    co.   clk.'s  vlt,,    3rd  fl,;  2  v,,    1922—, 
CO.   clk,'s   off,,    3rd  fl, 

5.  ACCOUNTS   OF  VERMILION  COUNTY  EMERGENCY  RELIEF  COlfflulTTEE,    1932-35, 
2  V. 

Ledger  account  of  county  energency  relief  appropriations,    showing  names   of 
persons  receiving  relief,   and  date,   amount,   and  tj/pe  of  aid.     Arr.   by  date   of 
payment.     No  index.      Typed  under  pr.  hdgs.     100  p.   14  x  12  x  1-|-.     Co.   clk.'s 
vlt,,   3rd  fl. 
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Register  of  County  Orders 

6.  COUNTY  OEHESS  AND  WARRANTS  (Register),  1882—.   7  v.  (l,  6  not 
numbered);  2  bdl.   Missing:  1896-1902. 

Register  of  county  orders  and  warrants,  showing  date,  amount,  and  purpose 
of  order,  name  of  payee,  said  date  of  cancellation.   The  two  bundles,  1920- 
30,  contain  registered  sheets  which  have  been  removed  from  volumes.  Arr. 
by  order  no.   No  index.   Hdw.  under  pr.  hdgs-   V.  500  p.  15  x  12  jc  4;  bdl. 
15  X  12  X  2.   Co.  clk.'s  vlt.,  3rd  fl. 

Cancelled  County  Orders  (See 
also  entries  309,  310) 

7.  CAl-JCELLED  COUNTY  ORDERS  AlTD  JURY  CERTIFICATES,  1922--.   19  f  .b. 
Cancelled  coxinty  orders  and  Jury  certificates  showing  date,  amotmt,  and 
number  of  order,  name  of  payee,  and  account  on  which  drawn.  Also  contains 
County  Clerk ';5  Checks,  1934 — ,  entry  86.   Arr.  by  date  of  order.  No  index. 
Hdw.  and  typed  on  pr.  fm.   10  x  5  x  14  -  10  x  5  x  24.   Co.  clk.'s  vlt., 
3rd  fl. 

8.  JURY  CERTIFICATES,  1934--.   1  v. 

Stubs  of  jury  certificates,  showing  number,  amount,  and  date  of  certificate, 
nximber  of  days  of  service,  mileage,  and  name  of  payee.   Arr.  by  certificate 
no.  No  index.   Hdw.  on  pr.  fm.   200  p.  18  x  13  x  1.   Co.  clk.'s  off., 
3rd  fl. 

9.  MOTHERS'  PENSION  WARRANTS,  1930—.  7  v.  Missing:  February,  1933  - 
June,  1936. 

Stubs  of  warrajits  issued  in  payment  of  mothers'  pensions,  showing  number, 
date,  and  amount  of  rxari'ant,  case  number,  and  name  and  signature  of  re- 
cipient.  Arr.  by  warrant  no.   No  ind-ex.   Hdw.  on  pr.  fm.   200  p.  18  x  13  x 
1.'  Co.  clk.'s  vlt.,  3rd  fl. 

10.  RELIEF  OF  BLIND  WARRAi^TS,  1933—.   9  v. 

Stubs  of  warrants  issued  in  payment  of  blind  pensions,  showing  number,  date, 
and  amount  of  warrant,  and  name  and  signature  of  payee.   Arr.  by  warrant 
no.  No  index.   Hdw.  on  pr.  fm.   200  p.  18  x  13  x  1.   Co.  clk.'s  vlt., 
3rd  fl. 

11.  BIRTH  AND  DEATH  WARRAiJTS,  1914-33.   1  v. 

Stubs  of  warrants  issued  by  county  clerk  in  payment  for  reporting  births 
and  deaths,  showing  amount,  date,  and  number  of  warrant,  name  of  payee, 
number  of  births  and  deaths  reported,  and  signature  of  recipient.   Arr. 
by  warrant  no.  No  index.   Hdw.  on  pr.  fm.   200  p.  18  x  13  x  1.   Co.  clk.'s 
vlt..  3rd  fl. 
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County  Properties  and  Roads 

Pension  Fund  Accounts  and 
Applications  (See  also  entries 
9,  10.  174) 

12.  BLIND  APPLICATIONS,  1915—.   2  f.b. 

Applications  for  blind  relief,  showing  date,  name  and  address  of  appli- 
cant, fiunount  of  pension,  and  date  of  approval.  Arr.  by  date  of  application. 
No  index.  Hdw. ,  typed,  and  hdw.  and  typed  on  pr.  fm.  10^  x  4^  x  14.  Co. 
elk.' s  vlt.,  3rd  fl. 

13.  BLIND  PENSION  RSCORDS,  1932—.   2  f.b. 

Records  of  blind  pension  exaiminations,  showing  date  and  number  of  applicar- 
tion,  name,  age,  and  address  of  applicant,  date  and  result  of  examination, 
date  and  amount  of  award,  and  remarks.  Arr.  alph.  by  name  of  applicant. 
No  index.  Hdw.  and  typed  on  pr.  fm.  18  x  24  x  30.  Off.  of  probation 
officer,  5th  fl. 


Management  of  County  Properties  and  Roads 

Proposals,  Bids,  and  Con- 
tracts (See  also  entry  87[iii]) 

14.  (CONTRACTS  AND  BIDS),  1902--.   1902-17  in  Miscellaneous  Papers, 
entry  87;  1918 —  in  Supervisors'  Papers,  entry  1. 

Original  contracts  and  bids  for  construction  of  county  buildings  and  roads, 
showing  name  of  contractor,  amount  and  type  of  materials,  estimated  costs, 
and  specifications. 

15.  ROADS  (Road  Construction  Expense),  1920—.   17  f.b. 

Contracts  for  road  improvements,  claims  for  construction  and  maintenance  of 
highways,  statements  of  sr.laries  of  ro?jd  employees,  with  costs  of  materials, 
advertising,  repairing  machinery,  and  attorneys'  fees  for  making  contracts. 
Arr.  by  date  of  document.  No  index.  Hdw.,  hdw.  on  pr.  fm. ,  typed,  and  typed 
on  pr.  fm.   13  x  6  x  13^.  Co.  clk.'s  vlt.,  3rd  fl. 

Bond  Issues 

16.  BOND  REGISTER,  1915—.  4  v.  (1  not  numbered,  1-3). 

Register  of  bonds  issued  by  coxonty  to  build  roads,  bridges,  and  drainage 
districts,  and  to  raise  funds  for  school  purposes,  showing  date  of  bond 
issue  and  date  due,  name  of  payee,  amount  of  bond,  rate  of  interest,  and 
date  of  payment.  Arr.  by  date  of  bond  issue.  No  index.  Hdw.  under  pr. 
hdgs.  400  p.  17|-  X  11  X  2.  Co.  clk.'s  vlt.,  3rd  fl. 

Insurance   , 

17.  INSURANCE  POLICIES,  1936—.   1  f.b. 

Insurance  policies  covering  county  property,  showing  name  of  insurance 
company,  location  of  home  office,  type,  amount  and  date  of  policy,  de- 
scription of  insured  property,  amount  of  premium,  and  date  of  expiration 
of  policy.  Arr.  by  expiration  date  of  policy.  No  index.  Hdw.  auid  typed 
on  pr.  fm.   13  x  6  x  13^.  Co.  clk.'s  vlt.,  3rd  fl. 
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to  Board 


Road  Transactions 

18.   VERMILION  COUNTY  BOND  ISSUE  ROADS,  1916-17.   1  v. 
Superintending  engineers'  letters  to  the  Illinois  Highway  Commission, 
concerning  finished  hard  roads,  showing  name  and  location  of  road,  date 
of  conrpletion,  notice  of  acceptance,  and  signature  of  engineer.  Arr. 
by  date  of  notice.  I'o  index.   Typed.   125  p.  12  x  12  x  1.   Co.  clk.'s 
vlt.,  3rd  fl. 


Reports  to  Board 
(See  also  entries  87[xiv-xvi],  441) 

19.  REPORTS  OF  COUNTY  OFFICERS,  1873--.   6  f  ."b. 

Reports  of  county  officers  to  board  of  supervisors,  showing  items  of  re- 
ceipts and  disbursements  of  each  office,  certification  by  county  treasurer, 
totals,  balance,  and  date  of  report.   Arr.  by  ds.te  of  report.   No  index. 
Hdw. ,  hdw.  on  pr.  fm.,  typed,  and  typed  on  pr.  fm.   Condition  of  early 
paper  is  poor.   13  x  6  x  13-g-.   Co.  clk.'s  vlt.,  3rd  fl. 

20.  AUDITOR'S  REPORTS,  1912--.   47  pamphlets. 

Reports  by  auditors  on  audits  of  accounts  of  all  county  officers,  showing 
amounts  of  receipts  and  disbursements  of  each  office,  date  of  audit,  bal- 
ance, certification  of  correctness  of  report  and  accounts,  and  signature 
of  auditor.   No  obvious  arr.   No  index.   Typed.   30  p.  12  x  10  x  ?.   39 
psjnphlets,  1912-33,  co .  clk.'s  vlt.,  3rdfl.;  8  pamphlets,  1934 — ,  co. 
clk.'s  off. ,  3rd  fl. 

21.  ITHjIIZED  cost  of  VERI.IILION  county  bond  roads,  1916--.   1  V. 
Last  entry  1932. 

Statement  of  county  bond  issue  road  expenses,  showing  costs  and  enujneration 
of  materials,  upkeep,  building  expenses,  date  of  completion,  signature  of 
county  highway  engineer,  and  acceptance  by  state  chief  highway  engineer. 
Arr.  by  date  of  entry.  No  index.   Typed  on  pr.  fm.   150  p.  16  x  12  x  1. 
Co.  elk. 's  vlt. ,  3rd  fl. 

22.  VEPJHLION  COUNTY  EMEROMCY  RELIEF  COMilSSION  (Reports),  1932- 
35.   1  bdl. 

Reports  of  committees  appointed  by  board  of  supervisors  to  investigate  and 
pass  on  applications  for  emergency  relief,  sho\Ting  name  of  person  applying 
for  relief,  findings  of  committee,  a.nd  date  and  amount  of  grant.   Arr.  by 
date  of  report.   No  index.   Hdvr.  on  pr.  fm.   9  x  3  x  14.   Treas.'s  vlt., 
1st  fl. 

23.  MINERS'  EXAlvilNATION  BOARD  OF  VERiMILION  COUNTY,  1908-13.   2  v. 
(1.  1). 

Copies  of  reports 'by  coal  miners'  examining  boa.rd,  showing  name  and  address 
of  miner,  amo\int  of  receipts  from  examination  fees,  amount  of  rent  for  ex- 
amination quarters,  salaries  of  committee  and  clerk,  office  expenses,  and 
da.te  of  paj'ment.  Arr.  by  date  of  report.   No  index.  Hdw.  on  pr.  fm. 
575  p.  16  X  12  X  3.   Co.  clk.'s  vlt.,  3rd  fl. 


-  174  - 
County  Clerk  (24) 

Jury  Lists 

(See  also  entries  87[xi],    132,    137, 

168,    248,    274,    275) 

24.  RECORD  LIST  OF  JURORS,  1920—.  4  v.   1826-1919  in  Supervisors' 
Record,  entry  2. 
Lists  of  persons  drawn  for  jviry  service,  showing  nanes  and  addresses  of  per- 
sons dravm,  and  dates  of  selection  and  seinrice.  Arr.  ty  date  of  selection. 
No  index.   1920-29,  hdw. ;  1930 — ,  typed  under  pr.  hdgs.  500  p.  18  x  13  x  3. 
Co.  clk.'s  vlt.,  3rd  fl. 


II.   COUNTY  CLZRK 


Forerunner  of  the  present  county  clerk  was  the  clerk  of  the  county 
commissioners'  court.  This  coiirt  was  the  administrative  body  in  Vermilion 
County  from  1826,^  the  date  of  organization  of  the  county,  to  1849. ^  The 
Constitution  of  1848  and  laws  of  1849  created  a  new  judicial  branch  of 
county  government  presided  over  by  the  county  judge  and  entitled  the 
"county  court,"  and  provided  for  the  quadrennial  election  of  a  "clerk  of 
the  county  court. "3  i^  addition  to  his  duties  as  clerk  of  the  judicial 
court,  the  incambent  was  also  to  act  as  clerk  of  the  administrative  braiw:h 
of  government  which  consisted  of  the  county  judge  and  two  justices  of  the 
peace. 4  In  1850,  Vermilion  County  adopted  the  township  form  of  government 
necessitating  the  election  of  a  board  of  supervisors  to  supplant  the  county 
court  as  the  county  administrative  body.^  Accordingly,  the  clerk  of  the 
county  court  becejne  ex-officio  clerk  of  the  board  of  supervisors. ^ 

The  above-mentioned  clerks  all  performed  the  duties  of  county  clerk 
as  well  as  those  of  clerks  of  a  judicial  or  administrative  body.  In  fact, 
legislation  frequently  referred  to  these  incumbents  as  "county  clerks" 
when  defining  duties  relating  to  coxinty  business  as  distinct  from  duties 
as  clerks  of  judici-l  or  administrative  bodies.  The  Constitution  of  1870 
sjiecif ically  provided  for  a  county  clerk'''  who  has  continued  to  r.ct  to  the 
present  in  this  capccity,  .and  -•'J.so  r.s  cleiic  of  the  county  board^  and  clerk 


1.  Vermilion  County  was  created  in  1826.  L.1826,  p.  50. 

2.  Constitution  of  1818,  Schedule,  sec.  4;  L.1819.  p.  175. 

3.  Constitution  of  1348,  Art.  V,  sec.  16,18,19;  L.1849,  p.  52,63. 

4.  L.1849,  p.  65,56. 

5.  Constitution  of  1848,  Art.  VII,  sec.  5;  L.1849,  p.  192,197,203;  L.1851, 
p.  38,45,50. 

6.  L.1849.  p.  203;  L.1851.  p.  52;  L.1861.  p.  237. 

7.  Constitution  of  1870,  Art.  VI,  sec.  18  and  Art.  X,  sec.  8. 

8.  R.S. 1874,  p.  Z2Z. 
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of  the  county  court.    The  revised  statutes  of  I87U  adopted  the  use  of  a 
distinction  of  titles  for  each  of  his  ex-officio  capacities,  applying  the 
title  "county  clerk"  only  when  referring  to  his  duties  as  such.   It  is 
the  performance  of  these  duties  that  gives  rise  to  the  records  dealt  with 
in  this  section. 

The  clerk  was  an  apnointee  of  the  county  commissioners'  court  in 
Vermilion  County  from  1826  to  1237,3   In  the  latter  year  the  office  tecame 
elective  with  a  four-year  term;   a  two-year  term  "became  effective  in 
ISU7.5  A  bond  of  $1,000  '.vas  set.    The  clerk  of  the  county  court 
served  for  a  four-year  term  and  was  "bonded  in  the  sum  of  $3i^00.  '   The 
Constitution  of  I87O  and  the  revised  statutes  of  I27U,  establishing  the 
office  of  county  clerk,  provided  for  his  election  for  a  quadrennial  term, 
and  that  the  amount  of  his  bond  be  set  by  the  county  board."  The  bond 
is  entered  upon  the  records  of  his  office,  and  deposited  with  the  clerk 
of  the  circuit  court.   He  is  required  to  take  oath,  and  is  commissioned 
by  the  governor.?  The  county  seal  is  kept  by  the  clerk  and  is  used  by 
him  when  required. 

In  general,  the  county  clerk's  performance  of  his  functions  results 
in  records  relating  to  the  following:  taxa.tion,  vital  statistics,  licenses, 
and  bonds.   Various  officials  and  agencies  having  authority  over  these 
matters  report  to,  or  deposit  records  with,  the  county  clerk  who  in  this 
manner  acts  as  a  coordinating  factor  in  the  execution  of  local  and  state 
affairs.   In  regard  to  other  of  these  matters,  the  clerk  is  required  to 
perform  duties  on  his  own  behalf  and  retain  the  records  resulting  from  such 
performance. 

Illustrations  of  both  of  these  procedures  may  be  found  by  examining 
the  Various  duties  and  records  relating  to  taxation.   It  is  the  duty  of 
the  county  clerk  to  procure  all  books  and  blanlcs  used  in  the  assessment 
and  collection  of  taxes,  and  to  list  in  such  books  the  lands  and  lots 
subject  to  taxation.  1^^  These  books  are  then  turned  over  to  the  supervisor 


1.  R.  3.187^^.  p.  260. 

2.  Ibid. ,  p.  260,322. 

3.  1.1819.  D.  175. 

U.  1.1837.  p.  ^9- 

5.  L.I8U5,  p.  28.   Effective  in  I8U7, 

6.  L.I8I9,  p.  176,177;  R.L.1833,  p,  1U3;  R.S.I8U5,  p.  131. 

7.  L.18-'ig.  r,.  63, 6U. 

8.  Constitution  of  I87O,  Art.  X,  sec.  8;  R.S,187U,  p.  32I, 

9.  H.S.I87U,  p.  321. 

10.   L.18b7,  p.  106;  L.I87I-72.  p.  19,32;  L.I9O3,  p.  297.   During  the  reriod 
of  the  first  constitution  such  books  and  lists  were  prepared  by  the 
a^^ditor  of  public  accounts  and  turned  over  to  the  clerk  of  the  county 
commissioners'  court  (L.1825,  -o.    173;  R.L.lg??,  t).  329;  L.lg^9,  d.  3,U; 
L.I8H7,  p.  79). 
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of  assessnents  v7ho  has  the  tomiship  assessors  enter  the  valuations  against 
each  piece  of  property  listed.  The  supervisor  completes  revisions  and 
corrections  upon  complaint  of  property  owners  and  returns  the  books  in 
duplicate  to  the  county  clork.^  Personal  property  assessments  ■•'re  handled 
in  essentially  the  same  manner.  The  board  of  review  then  makes  adjustments 
on  complaints  and  equalizes  assessments  betrreen  districts,  certifying 
corrections  and  revisions  to  the  coxinty  clerk. 2  The  county  clerk  then 
reports  the  entire  assessment  list  to  the  State  Tax  Commission  for 
eq-'oalization,  the  equalized  list  then  being  used  by  the  county  clerk  in 
ascertaining  tax  rates  and  extending  taxes. 3 

The  State  Tax  Commission  also  certifies  to  the  county  clerk  the  as- 
sessments on  the  capital  stock  of  corporations  and  railroad  and  telegraph 
companies,  it  being  the  duty  of  the  clerk  to  extend  these  taxef;  and  retain 
the  books  after  use  by  the  collector,^ 

The  books  are  next  turned  over  to  the  county  collector  who,  after 
collection,  returns  lists  of  collections,  together  with  lists  of  uncollected 
real  and  personal  property  taxes. ^  The  county  clerk  attends  all  tax  sales, 
prepares  a  list  of  all  sales  £ind  issues  duplicate  reports  thereof,  records 
affidavits  of  purchases  of  property  for  taxes,  and  keeps  a  record  knovm  as 
the  "tax  judgment,  sale,  redemption,  and  forfeiture  record. "^ 

An  extensive  group  of  vital  statistics  records  i?  kept  by  the  county 
clerk,  including  records  relating  to  births  and  deaths,  marriages,  physi- 
cians, and  Eidwives.  The  first  legislation  in  regard  to  the  keeping  of 
vital  statistics  was  included  in  the  act  for  the  establishment  of  medical 
societies.''  One  section  of  this  act  made  it  the  duty  of  every  physician 
to  keep  a  record  of  births,  deaths,  and  diseases  occurring  within  the 
vicinity  of  his  practice,  and  to  transmit  such  record  to  his  medical  society, 
whereupon  the  rec-jrd  was  to  be  published  in  the  ne\7spapcrs.  In  1842  it 
was  provided  that  a  parent  could  appear  before  tho  clerk  of  the  county 


1.  The  first  assessment  officer  was  the  county  treasurer  (R.L.1827,  p.  328- 
36),  In  1839  this  function  was  performed  by  the  district  assessors, 

who  received  from  the  county  clerk  copies  of  the  auditor's  transcripts 
(L.1859,  p.  3,4).  The  treasurer  resumed  these  duties  in  1844  (L.1843, 
p.  231),  retaining  them  until  tho  institution  of  tor/nship  organization 
in  1851  resulted  in  to\7nship  assessors  acting  in  each  to'.Tnship  (L.1851, 
p.  38),  The  treasurer  now  acts  as  ex-officio  supeirvisor  of  assessments 
(L.1898,  p,  36-44). 

2.  1.1898.  p.  36-44. 

3.  L.1919.  p.  723. 

4.  L. 1871-72.  p.  11,13,16;  L.1937,  p.  1011,1012. 

5.  L.1849.  p.  124.125;  L. 1871-72.  p.  55;  L.1931,  p.  759, 

6.  L.1839,  p.  3;  L. 1871-72,  p.  40;  L.1379,  p,  250, 

7.  L.1819,  p.  233. 
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coinmissioners'  court  and  make  affidavit  as  to  the  birth  of  a  child,  and 
the  eldest  next  cf  kin  of  a  deceased  person  could  siinilarly  appear  and  nake 
affidavit  as  to  death. 1  It  is  probable  that  the  tenor  of  the  above-riientioned 
lavrs  explains  tlie  fact  that  no  birth  or  death  records  exist  in  Vermilion 
County  prior  to  1877,  the  first  lav;-,  1819,  requiring  no  public  record  to 
be  kept,  and  the  1842  lavj-  providing  that  affidavits  "may"  be  made.  The 
act  of  1877  creating  the  State  Board  of  Health  required  that  all  birt?is 
and  deaths  in  tiie  county  be  reported  to  the  county  clerk  by  the  attending 
physicians  or  accoucheurs. 2  Teeth  were  put  into  this  and  subsequent  lavrs 
by  providing  penalties  for  noncor.pliance.   In  1901,  death  certificates 
issued  by  physicj.ans,  r.:idvv'ives,  or  ccronors  were  to  be  presented  to 
torm  clerks  vriio  issued  burial  perr.vits  and  fon/arded  the  certificates  to 
the  county  clerk»3  In  1903,  certificates  of  death  vrere  to' be  turned  over 
to  the  State  Board  of  Health,  which  board,  in  turn,  delivered  to  the 
county  clerl^  all  certificates  so  received.^  In  1915,  it  v.fas  provided  that 
for  the  registration  of  all  births,  stillbirtlis,  and  deaths  outside  any 
city,  villatre,  or  incorporated  tovm,  the  tcvrnship  clerks  should  deposit 
a  complete  set  of  such  records  with  the  coimty  clerk  vdio  was  charged  with 
the  binding  and  indexing,  or  recording,  ajid  safekeeping  of  such  records. -"^ 
From  the  earliest  date,  the  legislation  in  regard  to  these  matters  provided 
that  the  clerk  retain  the  abstracts  and  certificates,  keep  a  record  of 
births  and  deaths,  maintain  alphabetical  indexes,  and  issue  certified 
copies  of  certificates  upon  request.  The  clerk  I'las  also  been  required  to 
prepare  a  register  of  all  physicians  and  accoucheurs  in  the  county, 6 

Since  the  organization  of  Verr.ilicn  County  in  1826,  tiie  county  clerk, 
or  clerk  of  the  county  corjaissioners'  court,  has  been  required  to  file 
marriage  certificates  and  certificates  of  parents'  consent  to  the  marriage 
of  minors. 7  In  1827  the  clerk  was  required  to  keep  a  separate  register 
of  marriages  in  addition  to  his  file  of  certificates .8  Boforo  1877, 
persons  desiring  to  marry  v;ero  required  to  secure  licenses  from  the  county 
clerk  only  when  they  had  not  previously  pr^blishcd  such  intention,  but  in 
that  year  the  securing  of  a  license  was  made  mandatory, 9  Although  a  record 
of  applications  for  marriage  licenses  has  been  kept  by  the  clerk  in  this 
county  since  1876,  an  act  of  1937  appears  to  be  the  first  legislation 
requiring  the  maintenance  of  such  a  record.^0  The  same  act  provides  that 


1. 

L. 1842-43,    p.    210-12. 

2. 

L.1877,    p.   209. 

3. 

4. 

L.1901,    p.   302,303. 
L.1903,   p.   315-13. 

5. 
6. 

L.1915,   p.    660. 
L.1677,    p.   209, 

7. 

8. 

9. 

10. 

L.1819,    p.   27;   R.S.1845,    p.    354;   R.S.1874,p. 
R.L.1827,   p.   289. 
L.1877,    p.   130, 
L.1937,    p.    909. 

694. 
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persons  desiring  to  marry  shall  present  to  the  county  clerk  a  certificate 
setting  forth  that  such  persons  are  free  from  venereal  diseases,  such 
certificates  to  be  filed  with  the  application  for  license  to  marry. ■'• 
Indexes  to  marriage  records  have  been  kept  in  Vermilion  County  since  its 
organization  in  1826, 

The  county  clerk  is  charged  vrith   a  number  of  duties  relating  to 
elections,  such  as  preparing  and  issuing  blank  ballots,^  poll  books, ^ 
and  certificates  of  election,*^  and  keeping  a  record  of  registers  of 
elections,^  petitions,^  and  marked  ballots,*^  tally  sheets, ^  and  elec- 
tion returns  which  are  transmitted  to  him  by  the  judges  of  election.^ 
Abstracts  of  returns  were  fornerly  prepared  by  the  clerk,  but  these  are 
now  originated  by  the  election  commissioners  or  judges  of  election  and 
deposited  with  the  clerk*  Returned  ballots  are  destroyed  by  the  olerk 
six  months  after  election,  provided  no  contest  in  which  the  ballots  are 
needed  is  in  progress.-'-*^  In  1889,  v/hen  returns  of  elections  for  school 
trustees  were  made  to  the  county  clerk,  be  vas  charged  with  furnishing 
to  the  county  superintendent  of  schools  a  list  of  all  such  trustees .^^ 
Now  the  clerk  does  not  enter  into  the  procedure,  the  school  trustees 
canvassing  the  returns  and  certifying  directly  to  the  superintendent 
of  schools. ^^ 

The  bonds  of  a  number  of  officials  are  required  to  be  transmitted 
to  the  clerk  for  filing  and  entering  in  a  book  maintained  for  that 
purpose, 13  Justices'  of  the  peace  and  constables*  oaths,  bonds,  and 
securities  are  approved  by  the  clerk  and  entered  in  a  separate  book  in 
accordance  with  statutory  requirement.  This  book  shows  tho  date  on  whish 
each  justice  of  the  peace  and  constable  was  sworn  into  office  and  the 
date  of  commission  by  the  Governor.  Resignations  from  these  offices  are 
made  to  the  county  clerk  who  enters  such  fact  in  the  justices'  and  con- 
stables' reoord.l^ 


1.  L.1937,  p.  910. 

2.  L.1891,  p.  113;  L.1911,  p.  311, 

3.  L. 1871-72,  p.  386. 

4.  L.1819,  p,  96;  L.1821,  p.  79;  L.1823,  p.  64;  L.1885,  p,  176. 

5.  L.1865,  p.  59;  L. 1371-72,  p.  386. 

6.  L.1911,  p.  310,311;  L.1929,  p.  422, 

7.  L.1891,  p.  118, 

8.  L.1885,  p.  143. 

9.  L.1819,  p,  86;  L.1821,  p.  77;  L.1823,  p.  64;  L. 1371-72,  p.  96, 

10.  L.1917,  p.  444. 

11.  L.1889,  p.  271,322. 

12.  L.1909,  p.  352. 

13.  R.S.1845,  p.  396,397;  L.1861,  p.  237,238;  R.S.1874,  p.  325;  L.1895, 
p.  188. 

14.  L.1895,  p,  188, 
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The  clerk  is  also  charged  tvith  issuing  licenses  to  taverns, 1  ferries, ^ 
etc.,  and  keeping  records  of  the  same.  Other  records  kept  are:  those 
relating  to  estrays;^  registers  of  professionals,  including  physicians, ^ 
midwives,5  dentists,^  chirojtodists, '  and  veterinarians; 8  list  of  county 
officers;  list  of  town  officers  which  is  furnished  annually  by  the  town 
clerk;9  record  of  notaries  public;!'^  and  book  of  state  civil  service 
rules. 11  Referring  to  his  list  of  town  officers,  the  county  clerk  reports 
annually  to  the  State  Department  of  Public  Health  the  names  and  addresses 
of  the  supervisor,  assessor,  and  clerk  of  each  township,  and  the  dates  of 
the  expiration  of  their  terms  of  off ice. 12 

Included  in  the  provision  that  the  county  clerk  be  charged  with  the 
care  and  custody  of  all  records,  books,  and  papers  appertaining  to,  and 
filed  or  deposited  in,  his  officelS  p,Te    those  duties  as  clerk  of  the  co\inty 
board,  wherein  he  is  required  to  record  the  proceedings  of  the  board  and 
to  file  all  their  books,  records,  and  accounts. 14  The  clerk  is  also  re- 
quired to  keep  jury  lists^^  and  a  book  in  which  he  enters  dets,ils  as  to 
orders  upon  the  treasurer.  He  is  further  required  to  maintain  alphabetical 
indexes  of  all  records  and  papers  in  his  office,  and  to  supply  copies  of 
these  records  of  papers  to  any  person  upon  request  and  payment  of  the  re- 
quired fee. 16 


1.  L.1819,  p.  77-79;  L. 1935-54,  Second  Sp.  Sess.,  p.  64-66. 

2.  R.L.1857,  p.  221;  R.S.1874,  p.  530. 

3.  L.1819,  p.  206,207;  R.S.1874,  p.  483. 

4.  L.1877,  p.  209;  L.1899,  p.  275;  L.1925,  p.  441,442. 

5.  Ibid. 

6.  L.1881,  p.  79;  L.1899.  p.  273;  L.1909,  p.  279;  L.1935.  p.  711. 

7.  L.1899.  p.  280;  L.1955,  p.  995. 

8.  L.1917,  p.  591. 

9.  L.1861,  p.  226;  R.S.1874,  p.  1077. 

10.  L. 1871-72,  p.  575;  R.S.1874,  p.  721;  L.1875,  p.  88. 

11.  L.1905,  p.  115. 

12.  L.1923,  p.  460. 
15.  R.S.1874,  p.  522. 

14.  L.1861,  p.  258;  R.S.1874,  p.  522. 

15.  R.S.1874,  p.  650. 

16.  Ibid.,  p.  321. 
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Taxation 
(See  also   entries,    87[vi,xix,xx] , 
132,    134,    29l[x].,  311-326) 

List  a  of  Tajmble  Property 

25.  TAX  PAPERS   (Levies),    1847--.     59  f.b. 

Original   township  tax  levies   shov/ing  npjiie  of  township,    and  remount,   pur- 
pose,   and  date  of  levy.     Arr.   by  date  of  levy.     No  index.     Hdw.   under 
pr.   hdgs.      13  X  6  X  13g.     Co.    clk.'s  vlt.,    3rd  fl. 

26.  ASSESSOR'S  BOOKS  (Real  Estate  and  Personal  Property),    1858, 
1896 — .      1124  v.      (Blount  Township,    1858,    1896--.      55  v. 
Butler  To-vmship,    1896 — .      53  v.     Missing:    1865-73. 
Carroll  Township,    1896 — .      53  v.     Missing:    1358-73. 
Catlin  Township,    1896 — .      54  v.     Missing:    1853-73. 

Danville  Township,    1858,    1896--. _    217  v.     Missing:    1859,    1860. 

Elwood  Tovmship,    1896 — .      54  v.    "Missing:    1858-74. 

Georgetovm  Toraship,    1896 — .      60  v.     Missing:    1858-71. 

Grant  Township,    1896 — .      56  v.     Missing:    1862-71. 

Jamaica  Township,    1900 — .      49  v.     Missing:    1899. 

Love  Township,    1913 — ,.     45  v.     Mk^sing:    1902. 

McKendree  Township,    1913 — .      34  v«. 

Middlefork  Township,.  1396—.      54  v.     Missing:    1858-71. 

Newell  Township,    1896 — .      54  v.     Missing:    1858-60. 

Oakwood  Township,    1S96~.      54  v. 

Pilot  Township,    1896 — .     53  v.     Missing:    1858-73. 

Ross  Township,    1896 — ,     57  v.     Missing:    1858. 

Sidell  Township,    1896 — .      54  v.     Missing:    1865. 

South  Ross  Township,    1928 — .      14  v.     Kissing:    1927. 

Vance  Township,   1895--.      54  v.     Missing:    1858-73). 

1829-57,    1859-95  in  Assessor's  and  Collector's  Books  (Real 

Estate  and  Personal  Property),    entry  27. 
Assessor's  lists  of   taxable  real  estate  and  personal  property,    showing 
name  of  owner,    description  of  property,    Assessed  ojid  equalized  values, 
tajc  spread,    tind  total   tax.     Real  estate  property  arr.   bj'  sec,    twp.,    and 
range;    personal  property  arr.   alph.   by  name  of  owner.     Hdw.  under  pr. 
hdgs.      75  -  200  p.    19  x  14  x  ^  -   19   x  14   x  2.      1008   v.,    1358,    189G-1935, 
common  vlt.,    5th  fl.;    116  v.,    1936 — ,    supervisors'    rm. ,    3rd  fl. 

27.  ASSESSOR'S  AND  COLLECTOR'S  BOOKS  (Real  Estate  ai:d  Personal  Prop- 
erty),   1829-96.     301  V.      (Vermilion  County,    as  a  v^iole,    1829-49. 
17  V.     Missing:    1830,    1831,    1836,    1837,    1839,    1840,    1845,    1850. 
Carroll  District,    1839.      1  v. 

Danville  District,  1839-42,  1845,  1847.   10  v. 

Georgetown  District,  1839-42,  1844-47,  1849.   12  v. 

Middlefork  District,  1834,  1839.  2  v. 

Union  District,  1839.  2  v. 

Vernon  District,  1839.   1  v. 

Blount  Township,  1857.  2  v. 

Carroll  Township,  1851-57.   8  v.  Missing:  1854,  1856. 

Danville  Tovmsh'ip,  1851-57.  8  v.  Missing:  1854,  1856. 

Elwood  Township,  1851-57.  5  v.  Missing:  1854,  1856. 

Georgetown  Township,  1351-57.   7  v.  Misaing:  1854,  1856. 
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Middlefork  Township,    1851-57.      9  v.      Kissing:    1855. 

iJewell   ToTOiship,    1851-57.      £   v.     Ilissing:    1355. 

Pilot  Toraship,    1851-57.      5  v.      Missing:    1851,    1356. 

Ross   TovTnship,    1851-57.      9  v.      Missing:    1356. 

Vance   To^mship,    1851-57.      8  v.      Missing:    1356. 

Hebound  Assessor's  and  Collector's  Books,    1859-96.      135  v. 

Assessor' s 

Blount  Township,  1859-95.   Missing:  1360,  1364,  1866-70,  1872, 

1873. 

Butler  Township,  1872-95.   Missing:  1877-79,  1333,  1335. 

Carroll  To'.-Tiship,  1874-95.   Missing:  1881-84,  1883. 

Catlin  To^mship,  1674-95. 

Danville  Tor/nship,  1861-95.   Missing:  1862,  1864,  1855,  1367- 

70,  1332,  1384,  1390. 

Slwood  ToTTiaship,  1875-95.   I'issing:  1331,  1382,  1334. 

Georgeto'Tjn  Township,  1872-95. 

Grant  Tormship,  13,72-95.   Missing:  1375,  1835,  1S37,  1891. 

Middlefork  Township,  1872-95.   Missing:  1873,  1874,  1880, 

1881,  1887. 

ITewell  Township,  1861-95.  Hissing:  1365,  1359-71. 

Oakwood  Tor/nship,  1358-95.   Missing:  1892. 

Pilot  Township,  l''74-95.   Misgina^  1375,  1877,  1884-93. 

Ross  Township,  1869-95.   i.^issing:  1351,  1864,  1867,  1863,  1390. 

Sidell  Township,  1857-95.   Missing:  1370,  1872,  1393. 

Vance  Township,  1874-95.   Missing:  1881. 

Collector's     . 

Blount  Township,  1859-96.   Missing:  1331. 

Butler  Township,  1865-96.  Miesing  1873. 

Carroll  Township,  1859-96.  Kissijig:  1880. 

Catlin  Township,  1859-95.  -Missing:  1862. 

Danville  Township,  1859-96. 

Elwood  Township,  1859-96.   Missing:  1852. 

G-eorgetovna  Township,  1859-96. 

Grant  Township,  13^96. 

Middlefork  Tovmshi*,  1356-95. 

Newell  Tov/nship,  1359-95. 

Oakwood  To\=7nship,  1868-96. 

Pilot  Tov.nship,  1359-96. 

Ross  Township,  1359-96. 

Sidell  Township,  1859-96. 

Vance  Township,  1859-95). 
Lists  of  taxes  assessed  and  collected  on  real  estate  and  personal  property, 
showing  nane  of  ov/n3r,  description  of  property,  assessed  and  equalized 
values,  tax  spread,  date,  and  amo'jnts  paid  end  delinquent.  Assessor's  and 
collector's  books  for  1859-96  were  rebound  into  185  volunes.   Zach  vol\i.'ne 
contains  from  three  to  seven  original  vol^'Jnes  and  the  indented  portion  of 
the  title  line  under  Rebound  Assessor's  and  Collector's  Books  shows  the 
breakdorm  on  missing  voluracs.  Also  contains  Railroad  Tax  Book,  1866-89, 
entry  29.   During  the  year  1853  and  subsequent  to  1896,  Assessor's  Books. 
(Real  Estate  and  Personal  Property),  entry  26,  c-nd  Collector's  Books,  entry 
32,  kept  separately.   Real  estate  arr .  by  sec,  t-n^.,  and  range;  personal 
property  arr.  alph.  by  najnc  of  owner,  ilo  index-  Hdw.  under  pr.  hdgs. 
100  -  400  p.  6  X  8  X  J  -  19  X  14  X  4.   Connon  vlt.,  5th  fl. 
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28.  ASSESSMENT  OF  RAILROAD  PROPERTY,  1873—.   22  v. 

List  of  taxes  assessed  on  railroad  property,  showing  nane  of  company, 
description  of  property,  tax  rate,  assessed  and  equalized  values,  tax 
spread,  total  tax  levied,  and  date  of  assessment.  Arr.  by  date  of  levy. 
No  index.  Hdw.  under  pr.  hdgs.   130  p.  17  x  15  x  2.   18  v.,  1873-1915, 
common  vlt.,  5th  fl.;  4  v.,  1916 — ,  co.  elk. 's  vlt,,  3rd  fl, 

29.  RAILROAD  TAX  BOOK,  1890--.  11  v.  (6,  1  not  numbered,  2-10). 
Missing:  1895-97.   1866-89  in  Assessor's  and  Collector's  Books 
(Real  Estate  and  Personal  Property),  entry  27. 

Assess^' s  list  of  taxable  railroad  property,  showing  name  of  railroad 
company,  legal  description  of  property,  right  of  way,  acreage,  miles  of 
track,  rolling  stock,  declared  and  equalized  values,  rate,  tax  spread, 
and  total  tax.  Arr.  alph.  by  name  of  railroad.  No  index.  Hdw,  under  pr. 
hdgs.   300  p.  17  X  15  X  2.  V.  6,  1  not  numbered,  2-7,  1890-1923,  common 
vlt.,  5th  fl,;  V.  8-10,  1924 — ,  treas.'s  off.,  1st  fl. 

30.  LISTS  OF  TAXABLE  LANDS,  1829-49.   17  v.  Missing:  1830-32,  1835-36, 
1838,  1840,  1843-46. 

Land  listed  for  taxation,  showing  date,  legal  description  and  value  of  prop- 
erty, name  of  owner,  tax  spread,  and  total  amount  of  tax.  Arr.  by  date 
of  levy.  No  index.  Hdw.   10  -  100  p.  8  x  6  x  ^  -  9  x  12  x  l|.  Common 
vlt,,  5th  fl. 

31.  LIST  OF  LOTS  LAID  OFF,  1842-49.   3  v. 

Lots  listed  for  taxation  in  old  town  of  Danville,  showing  name  of  owner, 
legal  description  and  value  of  property,  tax  spread,  date,  total  amoxint  of 
tax,  and  remarks,  Arr,  by  lot  and  block  no.  No  index,  Hdw,  75  p. 
8x6x1,   Common  vlt,,  5th  fl. 

Collections,  Abatements 

32.  COLLECTOR'S  BOOKS,  1858,  1897—,   934  v,  (Blount  Township,  1858, 
1897—,   43  V. 

Butler  Township,  1897—.   42  v.* 
Carroll  Township,  1858,  1897 — .   43  v. 
Catlin  Township,  1858,  1897—.  43  v. 
Danville  Township,  1858,  1897 — .  204  v. 
Elwood  Township,  1858,  1897—.  43  v. 
Georgetown  Township,  1897—.  62  v. 
Grant  ToTTnship,  1897 — .   42  v. 
Jamaica  Township,  1900 — .   39  v. 
Love  Township,  1903 — ,   36  v, 
McKendree  Township,  1913—.  26  v, 
liiddlefork  Township,  1858,  1897—.  43  v, 
Newell  Township,  1858,  1897 — .  43  v, 
Cakwood  Township,  1897—.  42  v. 
Pilot  Township,  1858,  1897 — ,  43  v, 
Ross  ToTOship,  1858,  1897—,  43  v. 
Sidell  Township,  1897 — .  42  v. 
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South  Ross  To\7nship,   I927— .      12  v. 

Vance  ToTrnship,    I858,    1S97— .      U3  v.). 

I829-57,    I879-96  in  Assessor's  and  Collector's  Books    (Real   Estate 

and  Personal  Property),  entry  27. 
Collector's  lists  of  taxable  real  and  personal  proiTerty,  s^honing  names 
of  o-rner  and  tonnship,  description  of  property,  tax  spread,  date,  and 
amounts  collected  and  delinquent.  Real  estate  arr.  by  sec,  tivp.  ,  and 
range;  personal  -property  arr,  alph.  by  naune  of  o\-Tier.  Ko  index,  Hdw. 
under  pr.  hd^s.  ^ 75  -  200  p.  I9  x  lU  x  ^  -  19  x  lU  x  2.  67O  v.,  I858, 
I897-I927,    coranon  vlt.,    5th  fl. ;    2bU  v.,    I928— ,    treas.'s  vlt. ,    1st  fl. 

33.      ERRORS,   ABATZi-'IElTTS  MD  DOUBLE  PAY? :ENT   OF  TAXES,    1902--. '     3U  v. 
Lists   of   errors,    abatements,    and  double  payment   of  taxes,    showing  name 
gmd  address   of   tax  payer,    date  and  amount   of  error,    abatement   or  double 
payment   of   taxes,    legal   description  of  property,    tax   spread,    and  year, 
line,    and  page   of  entry  in  collector's  book.      Arr.    alph.    by  nam.e  of   ttrp. 
No   index.      Hdw.   under  pr.    hdgs,      75  P-    1^  x  8  x  1.      Co.    elk. 's   off., 
3rd  fl. 

3U.      DELIHqiJENT   (Tax)   BOOKS,    1878-1917.      U25  v.      1918—   in  Tax 

Judgment,    Sale,    Redemption,    and  Forfeiture  Record,    entry  36. 
Lists   of  delinquent   real   estate   and  personal  property  taxes,    showing 
name  of  owner,    description  and  value  of  property,    date  a.nd  amount  of 
tax  due,    rate  of  interest,    and  total   amount   delinquent.      Arr.    by  due 
date.      Ko   index.      Hd^.   under  pr.   hdgs.      35  P«   17   x  lU  x  -g.      Common  vlt., 
5th  fl. 

35.  SPECIAL  DELJN'^TJEIIT  TAXES,    1892--..      Ill   v. 

Lists   of  delinquent   taxes  on  special   assessments,    shorting  names   of  city 
or  village   and  ovmer,    amount   and  type  of  assessment,    and  date   due.      Arr. 
by  due   date.      No   index.      Hdw.   under  pr.    hdgs.      100  jj.    I6  x  I6  x  1.      98  v.  , 
I892-I92U,    common  vlt.,    5t.h  fl.  ;    8  v'.  ,    I925-32,    treas.'s  vlt.,    1st  fi.  ; 
5  v.,    i933— ,    treas.'s  off.,    1st   fl. 

Judgment,    Sale,   Redemption, 
Forfeiture 

36.  TAX  JUDG?J!ENT,    SALE,   REDSJPTION,   AlTD  FORFEITITRE  RECORD,    1881—. 
57   V. 

Lists   of   tax  judgments,    sales,    redemptions,    and  forfeitures,    showing  names 
of  -nroperty  orner  and  redeemer,    legal  description  of  property,    amount  of 
tax,    costs,    and  interest   due,    dates   of  petition,    redemption,    and  court 
order  for   sale,    and  amount   and  date  of   sale.      Also   contains  Delinquent 
(Tax)   Books,   I9IS — ,    entry  3U.     Prior  to   1881,    Tax  Judgment  Record, 
entry  37;    Sale  and  Redemption  Record,    entry  38;    and   (Tax  Forfeiture  Record), 
entry  39»   kept   separately.      Arr,    by  date  of  judgment.      Indexed  alph.   by 
name  of   twp.      Hdw.   under  pr.    hdgs.      7OO  p.    18  x   22  x  U.      Co.    clk.'s  vlt., 
3rd  fl. 
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37.  TAX  JUDGI-ENT  RECORD,  1841-80.   11  v.  (2  not  lettered,  D-I,  3 
not  lettered).  1831-40  in  Sale  and  Redemption  Record,  entry  58; 
1881—  in  Tax  Judgment,  Sale,  Redemption,  and  Forfeiture  Record, 
entry  36, 

List  of  judgments  for  delinquent  taxes  on  real  estate,  showing  name  of 
owner,  legal  description  and  value  of  property,  amount  of  taxes,  penal- 
ties, and  costs  due,  and  date  of  judgment.  Arr,  by  data  of  judgment.  No 
index,  1841-58,  hdw, ;  1859-80,  hdw,  under  pr.  hdgR,  250  p.  17  x  12  x  2. 
2  V.  not  lettered,  1841-58,  v.  D,  E,  1859-67,  H,  1875-76,  2  not  lettered, 
1879-80^  CO,  clk.'s  vlt,,  3rd  fl.;  v.  F,  G,  1868-74,  I,  1877,  1  not  lettered, 
1878,  common  vlt,,  5th  fl, 

38.  SALE  AND  REDEI.EPTION  RECORD,  1831-80.   8  v.  (l  not  lettered,  B-D, 
2  not  lettered,  G,  H).  Title  varies:  Tax  Sale  Record,  1  v,  not 
lettered,  1831-47,  B-D,  1848-73.   1881—  in  Tax  Judgment,  Sale, 
Redemption,  and  Forfeiture  Record,  entry  36, 

Lists  of  tax  sales  and  redemptions,  shov;ing  legal  description  and  value 
of  property,  name  of  purchaser  or  redeemer,  tax  and  costs  due,  date  and 
amount  of  sale,  or  date  of  redemption.  Also  contains  Tax  Judgment  Record, 
1831-40,  entry  37,  and  (Tax  Forfeiture  Record),  1831-62,  entry  39.  Arr. 
by  date  of  sale  or  redemption.  1831-77,  no  index;  1878-80,  indexed  alph. 
by  name  of  twp,  and  addition.   1831-50,  hdw,;  1851-80,  hdw,  under  pr.  hdgs« 
300  p.  18  X  12  X  3.  Co.  clk.'s  vlt.,  3rd  fl, 

39,   (TAX  FORFEITURE  RECORD),  1863-80,  3  v,  1831-62  in  Sale  and 

Redemption  Record,  entry  38;  1861—  in  Tax  Judgment,  Sale,  Redemp- 
tion, and  Forfeiture  Record,  entry  36,  Missing:  1863-71, 
Lists  of  lands  and  town  lots  forfeited  to  state,  showing  names  of  owner 
and  redeemer,  legal  description  and  value  of  property,  amount  of  taxes, 
costs,  and  interest  due,  total,  and  datos  of  forfeiture  and  redemption. 
Arr,  by  date  of  forfeiture  or  redemption.  No  index.  Hdw.  under  pr,  hdgs. 
200  p.  18  X  13  X  2.   1  V,,  1872-75,  co,  clk,«s  vlt,,  3rd  fl,;  2  v,,  1876-80, 
common  vlt,,  5th  fl, 

40,  (Affidavits  for)  TAX  DEEDS,  1866—.  12  f.b. 

Original  affidavits  for  tax  deeds  and  duplicate  tax  purchase  notices, 
showing  names  of  purchaser  and  person  assessed,  legal  description  of  prop- 
erty, dates  of  sal*?  and  affidavit,  period  of  redemption,  notice  of  publica- 
tion, and  acknowledgment.  Also  contains  Scrap  Book  of  Certificates  of 
Purchase,  1866-1907,  1915—,  entry  43,  Arr.  alph.  by  name  of  purchaser. 
No  index,  Hdw,  on  pr.  fm,  10  x  4  x  14.  Co.  clk.'s  vlt.,  3rd  fl. 
For  other  tax  purchase  notices,  see  entry  291 [xl. 

41,  AFFIDAVIT  FOR  TAX  DEED  (Record),  1870—.   12  v.  (A-L). 
Copies  of  affidavits  made  for  securing  tax  deeds,  showing  names  of 
purchaser,  collector,  and  owner,  legal  description  of  property,  amount 
bid,  total  tax  and  costs  due,  certificate  of  publication,  and  dates  of 
purchase,  affidavit,  and  filing,  Arr.  by  date  of  filing.   Indexed  alph. 
by  name  of  purchaser.  1870-1914,  hdw.  on  pr.  fin.;  1915--,  typed  on  pr. 
fm.  250  p,  18  X  13  X  2.^,  Co,  clk.'s  vlt,,  3rd  fl. 
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42.  SALT  LMDS,  1831-38.  1  v. 

Record  of  salt  land  sales,  showing  receipt  number,  name  and  address  of 
purchaser,  legal  description  of  lands,  price  per  acre,  and  total  amount 
and  date  of  sale.  Arr.  by  receipt  no.  No  index.  ?Idw.   100  p.  15  x  7  x  -f, 
Co.  clk.'s  vlt.,  3rd  fl, 

43.  SCRAP  BOOK  OF  CERTIFICATES  OF  PURCHASE,  1908-14.   7  v.   1866-1907, 
1915—  in  (Affidavits  for)  Tax  Deeds,  entry  40. 

Original  tax  sale  certificates  of  purchase,  showing  legal  description  of 
property,  names  of  purchaser  and  person  assessed,  amount  of  delinquent  tax, 
and  date  and  amount  of  sale.  Arr.  by  date  of  certificate.  No  index.  Hdw. 
on  pr.  fm.  500  p.  18  x  13  x  6.  Common  vlt.,  5th  fl. 

Maps  and  Plats 

44.  CLERK'S  SUBDIVISIONS,  1896--.  2  f.b. 

Plats  of  subdivisions  of  the  city  of  Danville,  compiled  for  the  con- 
venience of  assessors,  showing  legal  description  of  property  within  each 
subdivision,  boundary  lines,  and  date  of  plat.  Author,  county  surveyor. 
Published  in  Vermilion  County.  No  obvious  arr.  No  index.  Hand-drawn  and 
hdw,   1  in.  to  600  ft.  -  1  in.  to  200  ft.   10  x  5  x  14.   Co.  clk.'s  vlt,, 
3rd  fl. 

45.  SCHOOL  IIAPS,  1887-1930.   1  f.b. 

Political  naps  of  changes  in  school  district  used  for  taxation  purposes, 
showing  name  and  number  of  toivnship,  section  number,  description  of  school 
districts,  date  of  maps,  and  certificate  of  correctness  issued  by  school 
trustees.  No  obvious  arr.  No  index.  Hdw.  and  hand-drawn.   Published  in 
Danville,  Illinois.   10  x  5  x  14.  Co.  clk.'s  vlt.,  3rd  fl, 

46.  RECORD  OF  SCHOOL  PLATS,  1869—,   2  v,  (A,  B). 

Copies  of  plats  of  school  districts  used  for  taxation  purposes,  showing 
outline  of  school  districts,  district  and  township  numbers,  and  date  of 
plat.  Arr.  by  date  of  plat.  Indexed  by  twp,  no,  Hdw,  and  hand-drawn. 
450  p.  18  X  13  X  3,  Co.  clk.'s  vlt.,  3rd  fl. 


Vital  Statistics 


Births  (See  also 
entries  11,  327) 


47,   INDEX  TO  BIRTHS  (and  Stillbirths),  1877  —  ,   7  v.  (l-7). 
Index  to  Certificates  of  Births,  entry  49;  Birth  Record  (Register),  entry 
50;  Certificates  of  Stillbirths,  entry  51;  and  Stillbirth  Register,  entry  52, 
showing  names  of  parents  and  child,  certificate  number,  book  and  page  of 
entry,  and  date  of  birth.  Arr.  alph.  by  name  of  child.  Hdw.  under  pr, 
hdgs.  500  p.  18  X  14  X  3.   Co,  clk,'s  off.,  3rd  fl. 
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48.  CERTIFICATZ  OF  BIRTHS,  STILLBIRTHS,  AlH)  DEATHS,  1877-1915. 
36  bdl. 

Files  of  original  birth,  stillbirth,  and  death  certificates,  showing  date 
of  birth  or  death,  name  of  child  or  deceased,  statistical  and  personal 
particulars,  names,  addresses,  occupations,  and  nativity  of  parents, 
name  of  physicism,  and  date  of  filing.   Subsequently  kept  as  Certificates 
of  Births,  entry  49;  Certificates  of  Stillbirths,  entry  51;  and  Certifi- 
cates of  Death,  entry  54.  No  obvious  arr.  No  index.  Hdw.  on  pr.  fm. 
12  X  8  X  4.  Comnon  vlt.,  5th  fl. 

49.  CERTIFICATES  OF  BIRTHS,  1916~.   57  v.   1877-1915  in  Certificate 
of  Births,  Stillbirths,  and  Deaths,  entry  48. 

Original  birth  certificates,  showing  date  and  number  of  certificate,  name, 
sex,  and  birthplace  of  child,  name,  age,  occupation,  nativity,  and  address 
of  mother  and  father,  mimber  of  children  born  to  mother,  name  and  address 
of  attending  physician  or  midwife,  and  date  of  filing.  Arr.  by  certificate 
no.  For  index,  see  entry  47.  Hdw.  and  typed  on  pr.  fm.   600  p.  7x9x3. 
Co.  clk.'s  vlt.,  3rd  fl. 

50.  BIRTH  RECORD  (Register),  1877-1929.   17  v.  (1-17). 
Register  of  birth  certificates,  showing  name,  sex,  and  color  of  child, 
name,  age,  nativity,  occupation,  and  address  of  mother  and  father,  date 
and  place  of  birth,  names  of  physici?ji  or  midwife,  pjid  person  reporting 
birth,  and  date  of  filing.  Arr.  by  date  of  certificate.  For  index,  see 
entry  47.  Hdw.  under  pr.  hdgs.  400  p.  18  x  12  x  3.  Co.  clk.'s  vlt., 
3rd  fl. 

Stillbirths 

51.  CERTIFICATES  OF  STILLBIRTHS,  1916--.   1  v.,  1  bdl.,  1  f.b.   1677- 
1915  in  Certificate  of  Births,  Stillbirths,  and  Deaths,  entry  48. 

Original  stillbirth  certificates  showing  date  and  number  of  certificate, 
name,  sex,  aJid  birthplace  of  child,  name,  age,  occupation,  n<itivity,  amd 
address  of  mother  ajid  father,  number  of  children  born  to  mother,  name  and 
address  of  attending  physician  or  midwife,  and  date  of  filing,  Arr.  by 
certificate  no.  For  index,  see  entry  47.  Hdw.  and  typed  on  pr.  fra. 
V.  600  p.  7  X  9  X  o;  bdl.  6t  x  8  x  2^;  f.b.  10  x  5  x  14.   1  v.,  1  bdl., 
1916-29,  CO.  clk.'s  vlt.,  3rd  fl.;  1  f.b.,  1930 — ,  co.  clk.'s  off.,  3rd  fl. 

52.  STILLBIRTH  REGISTER,  1878-1917.   1  v. 

Register  of  stillbirths,  shov/ing  date  of  report,  name,  sex,  and  color  of 
child,  place  ajid  date  of  birth,  cause  of  death,  and  name,  nativity,  age, 
and  occupation  of  mother  and  father,  and  names  of  medical  attendant  and 
person  reporting  stillbirth.  Arr.  by  date  of  report.  For  index,  see  entry 
47.  Hdw.  under  pr.  hdgs.   157  p.  8  x  13  x  1^-.   Co.  clk.'s  vlt.,  3rd  fl. 
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Deaths  (See  £.lso 
entries  11,  327) 

53.  INDEX  TO  DEATH  REGISTER,  1877—.   4  v.  (1-4). 

Index  to  Certificates  of  Death,  entrj'-  54,  and  Register  of  Deaths,  entry  55, 
showing  date  end  number  of  certificate,  name  of  deceased,  and  book  and  page 
of  entry.  Arr.  alph.  by  name  of  deceased.  Hdw.  under  pr.  hdgs.   300  p. 
16  X  12  X  1^.   Co.  clk.'s  vlt.,  3rd  fl. 

54.  CERTIFICATES  OF  DEATH,  1916--.   43  v.  1878-1915  in  Certificate 
of  Births,  Stillbirths,  and  Deaths,  entry  43. 

Original  death  certificates  showing  date  and  number  of  certificate,  name, 
age,  sex,  ?Jid  address  of  deceased,  date  ?nd  place  of  birth,  da.te,  place, 
and  cause  of  death,  and  name  of  attending  physician.  Arr.  by  certificate 
no.  For  index,  see  entry  53.  Hdw.  and  typed  on  pr.  fm.  600  p.  9  x  10  x 
3.   Co.  clk.'s  fit.,  3rd  fl. 

55.  REGISTER  OF  DEATHS,  1877-1915.   11  v.  (l-ll). 

Register  of  death  reports,  showing  name,  sex,  age,  date  and  place  of  birth, 
and  address  of  deceased,  certificate  number,  date,  place,  and  cause  of 
death,  and  name  of  attending  physician.   Arr.  by  certificate  no.  For  in- 
dex, see  entry  53.  Hdw.  under  pr.  hdgs.  320  p.  18  x  13  x  3.   Co.  clk.'s 
vlt,,  3rd  fl. 

Marriages  (See  also 
entry  87[ii) 

56.  APPLICATION  FOR  MARRIAGE  LI CEiTSE,  1876—.   110  v.  (1-4,  5-111). 
Hissing:  October,  1879  -  March,  1380. 

Applications  for  marriage  licenses,  showing  name,  age,  address,  nationality, 
previous  marital  status,  and  names  of  parents  of  applicants,  and  d?te  of 
a"Dt)lication.  Arr.  by  date  of  application.  I'Jo  index.  Hdw.  on  pr.  fm. 
400  p.  15  X  10  X  1^.   V.  1-4,  5-79,  1876-1919,  common  vlt.,  5th  fl.;  v. 
80-111,  1920—,  co^  clk.'s  off.,  3rd  fl. 

57.  MARRIAGE  LICENSES,  1826-^.   80  f.b.,  7  v. 

Original  marriage  license  returns  showing  number  and  date  of  license, 
name,  age,  nativity,  previous  marital  status,  and  address  of  bride  and 
groom,  names  of  witnesses,  parents,  and  officiating  person,  and  date  and 
place  of  marriage.  Also  contains  cJfidavits  of  age  of  applicants.   Sub- 
sequent to  1930  these  licenses  are  kept  in  loose-leaf  volumes.  Arr.  by 
license  no.  No  index.  Hdw.  on  pr.  fm.  F.b'.  10  x  5  x  14;  v.  500  p.  10  x 
12  X  3-|.   Co.  clk.'s  vlt.,  3rd  fl. 

58.  MARRIAGE  REGISTER,  1826—.   15  v.  (1  not  labeled,  1826-52;  A, 
B,  D,  1-11,  1825—). 

Register  of  marriage  licenses,  showing  date  and  n\imber  of  license,  names 
and  addresses  of  bride,  groom,  and  parents,  occupation  of  groom,  najnes  of 
officiating  party  and  \ntnesses,  and  dates  of  return  and  registration.   1 
volume  not  labeled,  1826-52  has  been  transcribed  in  volume  A.  Arr.  by 
license  no.  For  index,  see  entry  59.   1826-52,  hdw.;  1826 — ,  hdw.  under 
pr.  hdgs.   300  p.  18  x  13  x  3.   1  v.  not  labeled,  v.  A,  B,  D,  1-10,  1826- 
1931,  CO.  clk.'s  vlt.,  3rd  fl.;  v.  11,  1932—,  co.  clk.'s  off.,  3rd  fl. 
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59.   INDEX  TO  MARRIAGES  MALE  -  FEMALE,  1826--.   16  v.  (1-8.  male; 
1-8,  female). 
Index  to  Marriage  Register,  entry  58,  showing  names  of  bride  and  groom, 
date  of  license,  and  book  and  page  of  entry.  Arr.  alph.  by  names  of  male 
and  female.  Hdw.  under  pr.  hdgs.   350  p.  16  x  12  x  2.  Co.  clk.'s  off., 
3rd  fl. 


Licenses  and  Registers 
Register  of  Officers 

60.  REGISTER  COhlMISSIONS,  1856--.   3  v.  (l  not  numbered,  1856-88; 
1,  2,  1856—). 

Register  of  commissions  of  co\mty  officers,  showing  name  of  officer,  date 
BJid  amount  of  bond,  eaid  title  .•'nd  term  of  office.   1  volume  not  numbered, 
1856-88,  transcribed  into  volume  1.  Arr.  by  date  of  commission.  No  index. 
Hdw.  under  pr.  hdgs.   280  p.  18  x  13  x  2.  1  v.  not  numbered,  1856-88,  co. 
clk.'s  vlt.,  3rd  fl.;  v.  1,  2,  1856 — ,  co.  clk.'s  off.,  3rd  fl. 

61.  LIST  OF  TOWNSHIP  OFFICERS,  1909-30.   1  f.b.  1931—  in  Deputies' 
Oaths,  entry  80. 

Lists  of  elected  township  officials,  showing  name  of  official,  title  and 
tenn  of  office,  and  date  of  election.  Arr.  alph.  by  name  of  twp.  No 
index.  Hdw.,  typed,  and  hdw.  vmder  pr.  hdgs.   14  x  4  x  16.  Co.  clk.'s 
vlt.,  3rd  fl. 

Professional  Licenses 
and  Registers 

62.  RECORD  OF  PHYSICIANS'  CERTIFICATES,  1877—.   5  v.  (1-5). 
Copies  of  certificates  of  physicians  and  osteopaths,  certificates  of 
optometrists,  1915—,  and  chiropodists,  1917 — ,  showing  name  of  practi- 
tioner, school  of  attendance,  dates  of  graduation,  certificate,  and  fil- 
ing, and  signe.tures  of  members  of  board.  Also  contains  (Nurses'  Certifi- 
cates) ,  1911—,  entiy  66.  Arr.  by  date  of  filing.  Indexed  alph.  by  name 
of  practitioner.  Hdw.  on  pr.  fm.   290  p,  18  x  15  x  2.  Co.  clk.'s  off., 
3rd  fl. 

63.  REGISTER  OF  PHYSICIANS  AND  ACCOUCHEURS,  1877-1909.   2  v. 
Register  of  physicians'  and  accoucheurs'  certificates,  showing  name,  age, 
nativity,  years  of  practice,  and  address  of  physician  or  accoucheur, 
schools  attended,  dates  of  attendance,  registration,  and  filing,  and 
remarks.  Arr.  aJ.ph.  by  name  of  physician  or  accoucheur.  No  index.  Hdw. 
under  pr.  hdgs.  250  p.  18  x  13  x  2.   1  v. ,  1879,  common  vlt.,  5th  fl.; 

1  v.,  1877-78,  1880-1909,  co.  clk.'s  vlt.,  3rd  fl. 

64.  DENTISTS'  CERTIFICATES,  1882—.   1  v.   Last  entry  1905. 

Copies  of  dentists'  certificates  issued  by  State  Eoard  of  Health,  showing 
name  and  address  of  dentist,  school  of  graduation,  and  dates  of  certifi- 
cate and  filing.  Arr.  by  date  of  filing.  No  index.  Hdw.  on  pr.  fsi. 
200  p.  18  X  13  X  2.   Co.  clk.'s  vlt.,  3rd  fl. 
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65.  REGISTER  OP  VETERINARY  SURGERY,  1900—.   1  v.   Last  entry  1932. 
Copies  of  veterinary  surgeon  certificates  issued  by  state  toard  of  live- 
stock commissioners,  showing  name  of  applicant,  school  and  date  of  at- 
tendrzice,  place  of  practice,  and  d?.tes  of  certificate  and  filing.  Arr.  "by 
date  of  filing.   Indexed  alph.  "by  name  of  applicpjit.   Hdw.  on  pr.  fm. 

300  p.  18  X  13  X  2.   Co.  elk. ' s  vlt.,  3rd  fl. 

66.  (NURSES'  CERTIFICATES),  1909™.  1909-10  in  Miscellaneous  Record, 
entry  88;  1911 —  in  Record  of  Physicians'  Certificates,  entry  62. 

Copies  of  nurses'  licenses,  shovjine.  nsjnes  of  nurse  and  members  of  hoard  of 
examiners,  schools  of  attendance,  and  dates  of  registration  and  filing. 
Hdw.  on  pr.  fm. 

67.  (AF.CHITECTS'  CERTIFICATES),  1897-1913.   1  v. 

Copies  of  architects'  certificates  issued  by  state  board  of  examiners, 
showing  najne  and  address  of  architect,  experience,  and  dates  of  certifi- 
cate a,nd  filing,   Arr.  by  date  of  filing.   Indexed  alph.  by  name  of  archi- 
tect.  Hdw.  on  pr.  fm.   300  p.  18  x  13  x  2.   Co.  elk. 's  vlt.,  3rd  fl. 
For  subsequent  lists  of  certificates,  see  entry  88[i3. 

68.  REGISTER  OF  QUALIFIED  MINERS,  1908-13.   1  v. 

Register  of  applications  for  certificates  of  competency  to  mine  coal, 
showing  name  and  address  of  applicant,  application  number,  and  date, 
Arr.  alph.  by  npjne  of  applicant.  No  index.  Hdr/.  under  pr,  hdgs.   200  p. 
10  X  15  X  3.   Co.  elk. 's  vlt.,  3rd  fl. 

Stallion  Certificates  ( See 
also  entry  124) 

69.  (STOCK  CERTIFICATES),  1888-1908.   In  (Miscellaneous  Papers), 
entry  87. 

Copies  of  certificates  of  pedigreed  stock,  showing  name  of  secretary  of 
state,  name  and  address  of  owner,  date  and  number  of  certificate,  condi- 
tion of  service,  and  date  of  expiration  of  certificate. 

Estrays,  Marks  and 
BreJids  (See  also  entries 
87Liii,viii],  88[ii]) 

70.  SSTRAY  RECORD,  1853-1927.   1  v. 

Record  of  estrayed  livestock,  showing  description  of  animal,  date,  place, 
nnd  name  of  party  finding  estray,  a.ppraised  value  by  justice  court,  and 
pjnount  of  costs.  Arr.  by  date  of  entry.  No  index.  Hdw.  300  p.  16  x  12 
X  2.   Co.  clk.'s  vlt.,  3rd  fl. 

71.  RECORD  OF  EAR  MARKS,  1826--.   1  v.   Last  entry  1932. 

Record  of  marks  and  brands  used  to  identify  livestock,  showing  name  of 
owner,  written  description  and  drawing  of  mark  or  brand,  and  date  of 
recording.  Arr.  by  date  of  entry.  No  index.  Hdw.   100  p.  12  x  8  x  -f. 
Co.  clk.'s  off,,  3rd  fl. 
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Bonds  of  Officers 


Tavern  Licenses 


72.  LIQUOR  LICENSE,  1934—.   1  f.b. 

Applications  for  licenses  to  sell  alcoholic  beverages,  showing  name  of 
applicant,  location  of  business,  and  dates  of  application  and  issuance 
of  license,  Arr«  by  date  of  application.  No  index.  Hdw.  on  pr.  fin. 

13  X  6  X  13|-.  Co.  clk.'s  vlt,,  3rd  fl. 

Elections 
(See  also  entry  390[v-viii]) 

73.  ELECTION  PAPERS,  1872  —  ,   11  bdl.,  7  f.b. 

Files  of  election  papers,  including  reports  of  elections,  poll  books,  peti- 
tions for  payment  of  election  expense,  and  orders  for  special  elections. 
Arr.  by  date  of  filing.  No  index.  Hdw.,  hdw.  on  pr.  fn.,  and  typed.  Bdl. 

14  X  14  X  11;  f.b.  10  X  4  X  14.  Co.  clk.'s  vlt.,  3rd  fl. 

74.  BOARD  OF  ELECTION  COMI/IISSIONERS'  RECORD,  1909—,  2  v.  (l,  2). 
1826-1908  in  Supervisors'  Record,  entry  2, 

Record  of  proceedings  of  board  of  election  oomiuissioners,  shovang  itemized 
accounts  of  election  expenses,  establishment  of  election  polls,  appointment 
of  judges  and  clerks,  and  dates  of  elections.  Arr.  by  date  of  filing.  No 
index.  Hdw,  595  p.  18  x  13  x  3.  Co.  clk.'s  vlt.,  3rd  fl. 

75.  CANVASS  OF  VOTES,  1918—.   56  pamphlets. 

Abstracts  of  votes  in  primary,  general,  and  special  elections,  showing 
names  of  candidates,  number  of  votes  received  in  each  precinct,  number  of 
precinct,  and  total  number  of  votes  cast.  Arr.  by  precinct  no.  No  index* 
Hdw.  under  pr.  hdgs.  6  p.  36  x  18  x  ^-.  Co.  clk.'s  vlt.,  3rd  fl. 

76.  ELECTION  NOTICES,  1914-18.   1  f.b. 

Notices  of  election  of  township  and  village  treasurers,  showing  date  of 
election,  name  and  address  of  treasurer,  and  name  of  township  or  village. 
Arr,  by  date  of  election.  No  index.  Hdw.  and  typed.  10^  x  4-g^  x  14. 
Treas.'s  vlt,,  1st  fl. 

Bonds  of  Officers 
(See  also  entries  120,  121,  276,  277) 

77.  BONDS  (Officials),  1876—.  10  f.b. 

County  clerk's  files  of  official  bonds  including  those  of  superintendent 
of  county  home,  1918 — j  city  and  village  commissioners,  1927 — }   mayor  of 
Danville,  1927—;  superintendent  of  schools,  1882—;  county  treasurer, 
1890— J  drainage  district  treasurers,  1907— j  election  commissioners,  1909 — ; 
state's  attorney,  1936—;  supervisors  of  assessments,  1898 — ;  supei'visors  of 
road  and  bridge  fund,  1914  — ;  constables,  1877—;  coroner,  1888—;  auditor, 
1928 — ;  truant  officers,  1921 — ;  county  clerk,  1886-1906;  township  assessors, 
1899—;  township  collectors,  1880-1916;  sheriff,  1890 — ;  police  magistrates, 
1876-1934;  recorder,  1936 — ;  and  justices  of  the  peace,  1877 — ,  shovdng 
names  of  official  and  sureties,  date  and  amount  of  bond,  date  of  filing, 
and  term  of  office.  No  obvious  arr.  No  index.  Hdw.,  hdw.  on  pr.  fm., 
typed,  and  typed  on  pr.  fm.  10  x  5  x  14.  Co.  clk.'s  vlt.,  3rd  fl. 
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78.  JUSTICE  OF  PEACE,  CONSTABLE'S  AND  POLICE  MAOISTRATE  BONDS, 
1885—.   5  f.b. 

Original  "bends  of  justices  of  the  peace,  constables,  and  police  magis- 
trates, shewing  names  of  principal,  township,  and  sureties,  date,  amount, 
and  obligations  of  bond,  and  dates  cf  filing.  No  obvious  arr.  No  index. 
Hdw.  on  pr.  fm.   10  x  5  x  14.   Co.  elk. ' s  vlt.,  3rd  fl. 

For  prior  bonds  of  justices  of  the  peace,  constables,  pjid  police 
magistrates,  see  entry  77. 

79.  ASSESSORS'  BOND  RECORD,  1899—.   2  v.  (l,  2). 

Copies  of  township'  assessors'  bonds,  showing  najnes  of  assessor  and  sure- 
ties, and  date,  amount,  and  obligations  of  bond.   Arr.  by  date  of  bond. 
Indexed  alph.  by  name  of  assessor.   Hdw.  on  pr.  fm.   300  p.  18  x  13  x  2. 
Co.  elk. 's  vlt.,  3rd  fl. 


Oaths  of  County  Officers 

80.  DEPUTIES'  OATHS,  1875—.   3  f.b. 

Oaths  of  deputy  sheriffs,  showing  names  of  deputy  sheriff  ajid  clerk,  and 
dates  of  oath  and  appointment.   Also  contains  List  of  Township  Officers, 
1931 — ,  entry  61.   Arr.  by  date  of  oath.   No  index.   Hdw.  on  pr.  fm. 
14  X  4  X  16.   2  f.b.,  1875-1929,  co.  elk. '  s  vlt.,  3rd  fl.;  1  f.b.,  1930—, 
CO.  elk. ' s  off.,  3rd  fl. 

81.  (Record  of  Deputy  Officials'  Appointments  and  Oaths)  JUDGMENT 
DOCKET,  1853-57,  186C~.   1  v. 

Copies  of  appointments  £.nd  caths  of  deputy  county  officers,  1860 — , 
showing  name  of  deputy,  dates  of  a,ppointment  and  oath,  and  oath  of  office 
by  deputy.   Also  contains  Judgment  Docket,  1853-57,  entry  264.   Arr.  by 
date  of  cath.   1853-57,  indexed  alph.  by  n?jne  of  plaintiff;  1860 — , 
indexed  alph.  by  name  of  deputy.   1853-57,  hdw.  under  pr.  hdgs.;  1860 — , 
hdw.   500  p.  16  X  12  X  3.  Rec.'s  vlt.,  2nd  fl. 


Pees,  Receipts  and  Expenditures 

82.  CASH  BOOK,  1826 — .   4  v.,  2  bdl.  Missing:  187C-1914.   Title 
varies:  Receipts  and  Expenses,  2  v.,  1826-69;  Cash  Sheets,  2  bdl., 
1915-29. 

County  clerk's  record  of  cash  receipts  and  disbxirsements,  showing  date 
and  amo\int  of  receipts  and  disbursements,  purpose,  and  nejne  of  payer  or 
payee.   Arr.  by  date  of  receipt  or  disbursement.   No  index.   1826-69, 
hdw.;  1915—,  hdw.  under  pr.  hdgs.   V.  ICC  -  200  p.  13  x  8  x  1  -  15  x 
18  X  l|;  bdl.  14  X  12  X  1.   2  v. ,  2  bdl.,  1826-53,  1915-29,  co.  elk. 's 
vlt.,  3rd  fl.;  1  v.,  1854-69,  common  vlt.,  5th  fl.;  1  v.,  1930 — ,  co. 
elk. 's  off.,  3rd  fl. 

83.  COUNTY  CLERK'S  LEDGER,  1923—.   2  v. 

Ledger  of  accounts  of  county  f\inds,  showing  title  of  account,  date,  pur- 
pose, and  amount  of  debits  and  credits,  and  total  ajno\int  of  debits  and 
credits.   Arr.  by  date  of  entry.   No  index.   Hdw.  under  pr.  hdgs.   IOC  p. 
12  X  15  X  ij.   Co.  elk. 's  off.,  3rd  fl. 
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84.  REGISTER  OF  FEES,  1879-1916.   9  v. 

Lists  of  fees  received  by  county  clerk,  showing  date,  amount,  purpose  of 
payment,  and  name  of  payer.  Arr.  by  date  of  receipt.  No  index.  Hdw. 
under  pr.  hdgs.  324  p.  17  x  14  x  Ig-.  2  v.,  1879-90,  common  vlt.,  5th 
fl.;  7  v.,  1891-1916,  co.  clk.'s  vlt.,  3rd  fl. 

85.  ORDERS  TO  FAY  COUirTY  TREASURER,  1920—.   3  v. 

Duplicate  receipts  for  funds  received  by  county  treasurer  from  orders 
issued  by  county  clerk,  showing  amount,  date,  and  purpose  of  payment, 
and  name  of  payee.  Binding  and  paper  poor.  Arr.  by  date  of  receipt. 
No  index.  Hdw.  on  pr.  fm.  200  p.  13  x  10  x  2.   Co.  clk.'s  vlt.,  3rd  fl. 

86.  COUNTY  CLERK'S  CHECKS,  1926-33.   3  f.b.   1934—  in  Cancelled 
County  Orders  and  Jury  Certificates,  entry  7, 

Cancelled  checks  returned  to  coianty  clerk,  showing  date,  name  of  ppyeo, 
amoiint  ajid  purpose  of  check,  and  date  of  cancellation.  Arr.  by  date  of 
check.  No  index.  Hdw.  on  pr.  fm.   24  x  5  x  10.  Co.  clk.'s  vlt.,  3rd  fl. 


Miscellaneous  Records 

87.   (MISCELLAICEOUS  PAPERS),  1851—.   9  f.b.  (1  f.b..  1851-1925; 
8  f.b.,  1858—). 
Kiscellsineous  documents  from  various  offices  filed  with  or  kept  by  the 
county  clerk,  including: 

i.  Affidavits  proving  age  of  applicsmts  for  marriage  licenses,  1871, 
showing  signatures  and  ages  of  bride  and  groom,  dates  of  affi- 
davit and  filing,  and  signature  of  clerk, 
ii.  Affidavits  of  witnesses  in  county  court  cases,  1860,  1862,  1871, 
1873,  1879,  1882,  showing  date  and  number  of  £iffidavit»  names  of 
witnesses,  plaintiff,  and  defendant,  ajid  number  of  days  of  ser- 
vice, mileage,  and  total  ajnount  due. 
iii.  Applications  for  trade-narks,  1902-3,  showing  name  of  firm  or 

owner,  type  ajid  location  of  firm  or  business,  drawing  of  trade- 
mark, and  dates  of  application  and  filing, 
iv.   Certificates  of  publication,  1930 — ,  showing  type  and  date  of 
publication  notice,  name  of  paper,  and  signature  of  editor. 
V.  Certificates  of  transfer  of  ownership  of  swamp  land  from  Federal 
to  state  and  county  governments,  1855-76,  showing  date,  legal 
description  of  land,  consideration,  and  date  of  filing, 
vi.  Complaints  filed  with  board  of  review,  1898,  showing  name  of  com- 
plainant, legal  description  of  property,  assessed  valuation, 
cause  of  complaint,  and  date  of  filing, 
vii.   County  court  common  law  and  criminal  case  papers,  1860-83,  in- 
cluding summonses,  subpoenas,  warrants,  executions,  oomplr.ints, 
jury  verdicts,  and  court  decrees, 
viii.  Estray  notices,  1873-1925,  showing  n^-jne  of  owner,  kind  and 
description  of  animal,  dates  of  finding  .and  return,  nam.e  of 
finder,  and  amount  of  claim. 
ix.   Insanity  case  papers,  1877,  and  c<:>.se  papers  for  feeble-minded, 
showing  names  of  petitioner,  incompetent,  and  sheriff,  cause  of 
coDTplaint,  and  dates  of  petition,  warrsmt,  filing,  and  hearing. 
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(88) 


XI 


Xll  , 


XV. 


XVI  , 


Oaths  of  persons  officiating  for  registration  for  VJorld  War 
draft,  1'J17,  showing  precinct  number,  signature  of  registrar, 
name  of  city  or  tovmship,  acknowledgment,  and  date  of  oath. 
Petit  jury  lists,  1915-21,  sliowing  date  of  court  term,  case 
number,  and  narae  and  address  of  juror. 

proposals  for  redecorating  and  installing  elevators  in  court- 
house, 1912,  s!i0TA.lng  date  and  by  whom  proposal  was  submitted, 
type  of  proposal,  specifications,  explanation  as  to  the  install- 
ing and  operating,  and  date  of  filing, 
xiii.   Power  of  attorney  to  sell  patent  rights,  1869,  showing  names 
of  persons  granting  and  receiving  power  of  attorney,  nature 
of  patent  rights,  acknowledgment,  and  dates  of  affidavit  and 
filing, 
xiv.   Reports  of  county  officers  to  board  of  supervisors,  1873,  1878, 
showing  items  of  receipts  and  disbursements  for  each  office. 
Reports  of  coal  miners'  examining  board  to  the  county  board, 
1912,  showing  date,  number  applying  for  certificate,  number 
taking  examination,  number  of  failures,  date,  amount,  and  pur- 
pose of  receipts  and  expenditures,  total  amount  of  rect;ipts 
and  expenditures,  balance  available,  and  total  number  of  cer- 
tificates issued. 

Report  to  tlie  county  board  by  township  organization  corrjrvittee 
on  towTiship  boundary  lines,  1851,  sho\ri.ng  names  of  comrids  si  oners, 
dates  of  appointment,  report,  and  filing,  and  name  and  legal 
description  of  each  towTiship. 
xvii.   Reports  of  justices  of  the  peace  to  county  clerk  of  fines,  pen- 
alties, and  forfeitures,  1911-14,  showing  name  of  defendant, 
date  of  court  term,  aruounts  of  fines,  penalties  or  forfeitures 
collected,  and  dates  of  payment, 
xviii.   Resignation  notices  of  justices  of  the  peace,  police  magistrates, 
and  constables,  1916,  showing  name,  dates  of  resignation  and 
notice,  and  name  of  office. 

Special  assessment  papers  for  sidewalks,  1876-77,  Including 
petition  for  assessment,  certificates  of  publication,  certifi- 
cates of  notice  sent  to  home  owners,  special  assessment  rolls, 
and  orders  of  court. 

Taxes,  list  of,  paid  on  lands  and  lots  before  execution  of  judg- 
ment, 1871,  1874-76,  1883,  showing  name  of  owner,  legal  descrip- 
tion of  property,  amounts  of  taxes  and  costs,  and  date  of  pay- 
ment • 
Also  contains  (Contracts  and  Bids),  1902-17,  entry  14;  (Stock  Certificates), 
1888-1908,  entry  69;  (Adoption  Papers),  1911,  entry  133;  Juvenile  f^iles, 
1875-1905,  entry  170;  and  (Road  Plats),  1879-1905,  entry  392.   No  obvious 
arr.   No  index.  Nature  of  recording  varies.   10  x  5  x  14  -  12  x  4  x  6. 
Co.  clk.'s  vlt.,  3rd  fl. 


XIX, 


XX  , 


88.  MISCELLA1:E0US  record,  1902-16.   Iv. 
County  clerk's  record  of  miscellaneous  instruments  including: 

1.  Architects'  licenses,  1914-16,  sho^ving  narue  and  address  of 

architect,  provisions  for  practice  of  profession  as  issued  and 
attested  by  state  board  of  exar.iners,  date  of  license,  and 
signatures  of  officials. 
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ii»  Marks  and  brands,  1902-3,  lists  of,  showing  a  reproduction  of 
the  mark  or  brand,  use  for  same,  date  of  filing,  and  name  and 
address  of  owner, 
iii.  Partnership  agreements,  1902,  showing  names  and  addresses  of 

partners,  particulars  of  contract  of  agreement,  date  and  notar- 
ization. 
iv«  Trustees'  report  of  merchandise  sold  by  mercantile  company, 
1915,  with  inventory  of  goods  on  hand. 
V,     Widows'  relinquishments,  1902,  showing  names  of  estate,  widow, 
appraiser,  executor,  judge  and  clerk,  itemized  list  of  relin- 
quishments, and  date  of  document. 
Also  contains  (Nurses'  Certificates),  1909-10,  entry  66.  Arr.  by  date 
of  instrument.   Indexed  alph.  by  name  of  principal.  Hdw.  290  p. 
18  X  13  X  2.  Co.  clk.'s  vlt,,  3rd  fl. 

For  prior  and  subsequent  records  of  widows'  relinquishments,  see 
entry  192, 


III.   RECORDER 


The   recorder   of  Vermilion  County  was   originally  appointed  by   the 
Governor  with  the  advice  and  consent  of  the   senate. ^     His  bond,    set  at 
♦1,500,  vias   to  be   filed  with  the  Secretary  of  State,      In  1829  the  amount 
of  his  bond  was  reduced  to  $500,^     The   office  became  elective   in  1835, 
for  a   four-year  term,   and  a  bond  ivas   to  be  approved  by  the  county  com- 
missioners'   court. 3     A  two-year  term  became  effective  in  1847.*     With 
the  adoption  of  the   second  constitution  the   office  of  recorder  was  abol- 
ished,   the  duties   of  that  office   being  delegated  to  the   circuit  court 
clerk  in  an  ex-officio  capacity. ^     The  present  constitution  reestablish- 
ed the   office  of  recorder   in  counties  having  a  population  of  sixty 
thousand  or  more  but  continued  the  provision  of  the  prior  constitution 
for  other  counties.^     The  population  of  Vermilion  County  reached  the 
minimim  set  by  the   constitution  in  1900,   and  accordingly,   a  recorder 
was  elected  in  the   same  year.^     The  amount  of  the  recorder's   bond  was 


1.  L,1819,  p,  19. 

2.  R.L.1829,  p.  117. 

3.  L.1835,  p,  166. 

4.  L.1845,  p.  28.  Effective  in  1847. 

5.  Constitution  of  1848,  Art.  V,  sec,  19;  L,1849,  p.  64. 

6.  Constitution  of  1870,  Art.  X,  sec,  8;  R.S.1874,  p.  833. 

7.  Fifteenth  Census  of  the  United  States  :  1930  shows  population  of 
Vermilion  County  65,635  in  1900,  Population  Bulletin,  p.  9, 
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set  at  $5,000  in  1872,  and  the  coimty  jud^e  was  to  give   approval, ^  This 
ajnoimt  was  raised  in  1374  to  $20,000  for  counties  having  the  population 
of  Vermilion.  A  copy  of  the  bond  is  entered  upon  the  records  of  the 
count  J'"  court.  2 

Assistants  and  deputies  are  appointed  by  the  recorder  in  a  number 
as  determined  by  rule  of  the  circuit  court  and  as  entered  upon  the  court 
record."^  The  conpensation  of  the  assistants  and  deputies  is  set  by  the 
county  board.'*  Written  oaths  of  deputies  are  filed  with  the  Secretary 
of  Statc.5 

In  accordance  with  the  dutj''  of  the  recorder  to  record  at  length 
all  written  instruments,  the  following  records  are  required  to  be  kept: 

1.  An  entry  book  in  which  data  relating  to  date  and  order 
of  receipt  of  instruments  to  be  recorded  or  filed,  and 
the  nanes  of  parties  and  location  of  property,  with  a 
brief  description  of  the  premises,  are  entered.   Sach 

of  such  instruments  is  numbered  by  the  recorder  with  the 
corresponding  number  of  the  entry.   The  entry  book  serves 
as  a  table  of  contents,  with  descriptive  memoranda,  for  all 
instrur.ients  recorded  at  length  or  filed  in  the  recorder's 
office. 

2.  Well-bound  books  for  recording  at  length  anj''  instrument  in 
writing  entitled  to  be  recorded,  in  the  order  of  time  of  its 
reception.   Separate  books  are  allowed  to  be  kept  for  the 
recording  of  different  classes  of  instruments  and  two 
distinct  series  of  document  numbers  may  be  used  in  recording 
documents  received  for  recordation.   One  series  preceded  by 
the  letter  "3"  is  for  the  recordation  of  bills  of  sales  of 
personal  property,  chattel  mortgages,  releases,  extensions, 
and  assignments  thereof.   The  other  series  of  document 
numbers  is  for  all  other  instruments  received  for  recordation. 

3.  Grantor  and  grantee  indexes.   In  the  grantor  index  are  listed 
the  names  of  the  grantors  in  alphabetical  order  and  the 
nanes  of  the  grantees.   The  grantee  index  shows  the  names  of 
the  grantees  in  alphabetical  order  and  the  names  of  the 
grantors.   Each  index  also  shows  the  date  of  the  instrtunent, 
time  of  receipt,  kind  of  instrument,  consideration,  book  and 
page  of  recordation,  or  the  number  under  which  it  is  filed, 
and  a  brief  description  of  the  premises. 


1.  L. 1371-72,  p.  645. 

2.  H.S.1874,  p.  833. 

3.  Constitution  of  1870,  Art.  X,  sec.  9;  R.S.1874,  p.  833. 

4.  Constitution  of  1870,  Art.  X,  sec.  9. 

5.  R.S.1874,  p.  833. 
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4,  Indexes  to  each  book  of  record  in  which  are  entered  in 
alphabetical  order,  the  names  of  each  grantor  and  grantee 
and  page  on  which  the  instrument  is  recorded.  This  series 
indexes  instruments  such  as  powers  of  attorney,  chattel 
mortgages,  and  those  recorded  by  corporations. 

5,  An  index  to  recorded  maps  and  plats,  based  on  location  of 
property,  sometimes  arranged  by  section,  township,  and 
range. 

6,  An  abstract  book,  in  effect  indexing  records  by  showing  for 
each  tract  every  conveyance  or  incambrance  recorded,  its 
execution  and  filing  date,  and  the  book  and  page  of  its 
recordation.   Series  optional  with  county  board, 

7,  A  separate  book  to  record  certificates  of  honorable  discharge 
from  military,  aviation,  and  naval  service. ^ 

The  recorder,  in  recording  at  length  any  instrument  in  writing,  is 
permitted  to  make  a  handwritten  or  typewritten  transcription,  a  photo- 
graphic or  photostatic  reproduction,  or  use  a  combination  of  those  methods. 2 
In  addition  to  the  instruments  received  for  recordation,  the  recorder  is 
required,  upon  receipt,  to  file  any  mortgage,  trust  deed,  or  conveyance  of 
personal  property  having  the  effect  of  a  mortgage  or  lien  upon  such  prop- 
erty '.Thith  is  endoi'sed  with  the  words,  "This  instrument  to  be  filed,  but 
not  recorded."  The  recorder  marks  such  instruments  "filed"  and  enters 
the  time  of  their  receipt  and  files  them  in  his  office. 3 

Entry  Books 

89.  ENTRY  BOOK,  1838--.   68  v.  (l  not  lettered,  B,  66  not  lettered). 
Kissing:  1851-55,  1863. 
List  of  instruments  filed  for  recordation,  showing  dates  of  receipt  and 
recording,  name  and  address  of  person  filing,  names  of  grantor  and  grantee, 
entry  number,  legal  description  of  property,  type  of  instrument,  and  book 
and  page  of  entry.  Also  contains  Deed  Entry  Book,  1838-86,  entry  90.  Arr. 
by  date  of  entry.  No  index.  Hdw.  under  pr.  hdgs.  400  p.  18  x  13  x  3-|-. 
Rec.'s  vlt.,  2nd  fl. 


1. 

L.1819,    p.    18,20,21;   R.L.1829,    p.    116,117;   L.1847,    p.   69;   L.185?, 

p.   254;   L.18'37,    p.    148;   L.1869,   p.   2;   L.  1871-72,   p.   645,546; 

L.1873,    p.    144;   R.S.1874,    p.   834-37;   L.1917,    p.    652;   L.1925,    p.    521; 

L. 1933-34.   Third  Sp,    Sess.,   p.   214. 

2. 

L. 1933-34,   Third  Sp.    Sess..   p.   214. 

3. 

L.1927,   p.    521;   L.1929,    p.    592-94;   L.1937,    p.    860. 
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Recorded 


90.  DEED  ENTRY  BOOK,  1887—.   49  v.   1838-86  in  Entry  Book,  entry  89. 
List  of  deeds  filed  for  recordation,  showing  np.mes  of  grantor  p.nd  grantee, 
type  and  date  of  deed,  legal  description  of  property,  book  and  page  of 
entry,  date  of  recording,  and  n\im"ber  of  instriment.   Arr.  by  date  of  entry. 
No  index.  Hdw.  under  pr.  hdgs.  400  p.  18  x  13  x  3.  Rec.'s  vlt.,  2nd  fl. 

91.  ORIGINAL  ENTRY  BOOK  (Land  Patents),  1833-64.   1  v. 

Land  entry  book  showing  name  of  patentee,  legal  description  of  property, 
number  of  acres,  and  date  of  grant.   Arr.  by  date  of  entry.  No  index.  Hdw. 
vinder  pr.  hdgs.   600  p.  18  x  13  x  3.  Rec.'s  vlt.,  2nd  fl. 


Instruments  Recorded 


General 


92.  INDEX  TO  DEEDS  GRANTOR  -  GRANTEE,  1826—.   58  v.  (29  v.  grantor; 
29  V.  grantee). 

Index  to  Deeds  (and  Other  Instruments),  entry  97;  Miscellaneous  Deeds 
(and  Other  Instruments),  entry  98;  Quitclaim  Deeds,  entry  99;  Master's 
Deeds,  entry  100;  Warranty  Deeds,  entry  101;  Sheriff's  Deeds,  entry  102; 
and  Cemetery  Deeds,  entry  103,  showing  names  of  grantor  a.nd  grantee, 
kind  and  date  of  instrument,  legal  description  of  property,  date  of  fil- 
ing, consideration,  and  book  and  page  of  entry.   Arr.  alph.  by  name  of 
grantor  a-nd  grantee.   Typed  under  pr.  hdgs.   400  p.  18  x  12  x  2.   Rec.'s 
vlt.,  2nd  fl. 

93.  GENERAL  INDEX  GRANTOR  -  GRANTEE,  1826-1927.  134  v.  (25  not 
n\imbered,  5-15,  41  not  numbered,  grantor;  1-15,  42  not  num- 
bered, grantee). 

General  index  to  Deeds  (and  Other  Instruments),  entry  97;  Miscellaneous 
Deeds  (and  Other  Instruments),  entry  98;  Q;uitclaim  Deeds,  entry  99;  Mas- 
ter's Deeds,  entry  100;  Warranty  Deeds,  entry  101;  Sheriff's  Deeds,  entry 
102;  and  Cemetery  Deeds,  entry  103,  showing  names  of  grantor  and  grantee, 
type  and  date  of  instrument,  consideration,  legal  description  of  property, 
ajid  book  and  page  of  entry.   This  index  has  been  trajiscribed  into  Index 
to  Deeds  Grantor  -  Grantee,  entry  92.   Arr.  alph.  by  names  of  grantor  and 
grantee.   Hdw.  \mder  pr.  hdgs.   300  p.  18  x  13  x  3.   Rec.'s  vlt.,  2nd  fl. 

94.  INDEX  TO  PLATS,  1826—.   2  v.  (l  v.  1826-1937;  1  v.  1826—). 
Index  to  plats  and  clerks'  subdivisions  recorded  in  Deeds  (and  Other 
Instruments),  entry  97,  and  Plat  Record,  entry  126,  showing  name  of 
town,  subdivision,  legal  description  of  property,  and  book  and  page  of 
entry.   Original  volume,  1826-1937,  transcribed  into  new  volume,   Arr. 
alph.  by  name  of  town  or  village.   Typed  under  pr.  hdgs.   600  p. 

18  X  13  X  3.  Rec.'s  vlt.,  2nd  fl. 
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Recorded 


95.  INDEX   TO  PUTS  ATO  CLERKS'    SUBDIVISIONS,    1826-1921.      1  v. 
Index  to  plats  and  clerks'    subdivisions    recorded  in  Deeds    (and  Other 
Instruments),    entry  97,   and  Plat  Record,   entry  126,    sho-winfj  title  of  plat, 
name  of  addition  or  subdivision,   and  book  and  paj^e  of  entry.     Transcribed 
into  Index  to  Plats,   entry  94.     Arr.  alph.  by  name  of  addition  or  sub- 
division.    Hdw,     400  p.   15  X  13  X  2.     Rec.'s  vlt,,    2nd  fl. 

96.  UNCALLED  FOR  DOCUIENTS,    1825—.      103   f.b. 

Instruments   left  for  recordation  and  not  called  for,  including  bills   of 
sale,    releases,    certificates   of  redemption,   pov/era  of  attorney,    deeds, 
articlee  of  incorporation,   and  mortgages.     1830-1932,   arr»  by  date   of 
instrument;    1933--,   arr.  alph.  by  name   of  principal.     No  index.     1830-50, 
hdw,;   1851--,   hdv/,  and  hdw.   on  pr.   fm.     11  x  4  x  12  -  6  x  18  x  36.     5 
f.b,,    1825-1932,    common  vlt,,   5th  fl.j    98  f.b.,    1933—,   rec.'s   off.,   2nd  fl. 

97,  DEEDS    (and  Other   Instruments),    1826—.      113  v.    (A-V,   X,   Y, 
2-422  not  consecutive). 

Copies   of  deeds  not  segregated  by  types,    including  receivers',   executors', 
trustees',   dedication,   and  tax  deeds,    showing  names   of  grantor  and   grantee, 
consideration,    legal  description  of  property,    terms  and  date  of  deed,   ac- 
knowledgment,  and  dates   of  filing  and  recording.     Also  contains  Miscellan- 
eous Deeds    (and  Other   Instruments),    1826-74,    1914 — ,   entry  98;  Quitclaim 
Deeds,    1826-63,    entry  99;   liaster's  Deeds,    1826-81,    1923—,   entry  100;  War- 
ranty Deeds,    1826-56,   entry  101;   Sheriff's   Deeds,    1826-69,   entry  102;   Cer.- 
etery     Deeds,    1826-65,    1935 — ,   entry  103;   Mortgage  Records,    1826-57,   entry 
104,    including  Release  Record,   entry  107;   Chattel  V.ortgnge  Record,   entry 
109;   Certificate  Levy,    Sale,   and  Redemption  (Sheriffs'   and  Llasters' ),    1920 — , 
entry  114,    including  Redemption  Record,    1920 — ,   entry  117;   and  Plat  Record, 
1826-78,    entry  126.     Arr.   by  date  of  recording.      Indexed  alph.  by  name   of 
grantor;    for  sep.   index,    see  entry  92;    for  additional  index,    1826-1927,    see 
entry  93;   for  index  to  plats,    see  entry  94;    for  additional   index  to  plats, 
1826-1921,    see  entry  95.     1826-1913,   hdv/,   on  pr.   fm.;   1914—,    typed  on  pr, 
fm.      600  p.   18  X  12  X  3.     Rec.'s  vlt.,    2nd  fl. 

98,  MISCELLAl^EOUS  DEEDS  (and  Other  Instruments),  1875-1913.  33  v. 
(49-254  not  consecutive).  1826-74,  1914--  in  Deeds  (and  Other 
Instruments),    entry  97, 

Copies  of  miscellaneous  deeds  and  other  instruments,  including  deeds  that 
do  not  fit  printed  forms,  agreements,  certificates  of  elections,  bills  of 
sale,  and  affidavits,  showing  date,  niunber,  and  type  of  instrument,  names 
of  grantor  and  grantee,  and  dates  of  recording  and  filing.  Also  contains 
Sheriff's  Deeds,  1879-87,  entry  102,  Arr.  by  date  of  recording.  Indexed 
alph.  by  name  of  grantor;  for  sop.  indexes,  see  entries  92,  93.  Hdw. 
600  p.   18  X  12   x  3.     Roc's  vlt.,    2nd   fl. 
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Recorded 


Deeds  (See  also  entries 
90,  96,  390[iv]) 

59.   QUITCLAIM  DEEDS,  IBoU--.  •  5S  v.  (9-U23  not  con<:iec-utive) .   1826- 
63  in  Deeds  (ai:d  Other  Instruments),  entry  97* 
Copies  of  quitclaim  deeds,  showing  names  of  grantor  and  grantee,  legal 
description  of  Dro-oerty,  consideration,  date  and  niimber  of  instrument, 
acknowledgment,  and  dates  of  filing  and  recording.   Arr.  by  date  of 
recording.   Indexed  alph.  "by  name  of  grantor;  for  set),  index,  see  entry 
92;  for  additional  index,  I86U-I927,  see  entry  93,   I86U-I93U,  hdw.  on 
pr.  fm.  ;  1935—,  typed  on  vT.    fm.   6OO  -o.  18  x  12  x  3.   Rec.  '  s  vlt.  , 
2nd  fl. 

100.  LIASTER'S  DEEDS,  1882-1922.   U  v.  (7I,  I39,  2l6,  269).   1826-81, 
1923 —  in  Deeds  (and  Other  Instruments),  entry  97- 

Copies  of  master-in-chancery  deeds,  showing  names  of  plaintiff,  defendaint, 
and  master  in  chancery,  dates  of  decree  and  sale,  amo-unt  of  sale,  legal 
description  of  property,  number  and  date  of  instrument,  signature  of  mas- 
ter, acknowledgment,  and  dates  of  filing  and  recording.   Arr.  by  date  of 
recording.   Indexed  alph.  by  name  of  grantee;  for  sep.  indexes,  see  en- 
tries 92,  93.   Hdrr.  on'pr.  fm.   6OO  p.  18  x  12  x  3.   Rec.'s  vlt.,  2nd  fl. 

101.  WARRANTY  DEEDS,  I857— .   235  v.  {Yl,    Z,  I-U19  not  consecutive). 
I826-56  in  Deeds  (ajid  Other  Instruments),  entry  97- 

Copies  of  warranty  deeds,  showing  names  of  grantor  and  grantee,  consid- 
eration, legal  description  of  property,  number  and  date  of  instrument, 
acknowledgment,  and  dates  of  recording  and  filing.   Arr.  by  date  of  re- 
cording.  Indexed  alph.  by  name  of  grantor;  for  sep.  index,  see  entry 
92;  for  additional  index,  I857-I927,  see  entry  93.   I857-I93U,  hdw.  on 
pr.  fm. ;  1935 — .  typed  on  pr.  fm.   6OO  p.  IS  x  12  x  3.   Rec.'s  vlt.. 
2nd  fl.  '         * 

102.  SHERIFF'S  DEEDS,  I87O-78,  1888--.  2  v.  (25,  102).  1826-69 
in  Deeds  (and  Other  Instruments),  entry  97;  1879-87  in  Mis- 
cellaneous Deeds  (and  Other  Instruments),  entry  SS. 

Copies  of  sheriff's  deeds  issued  to  parties  recovering  judgment,  show- 
ing date  and  amount  of  judgment,  dates  of  execution  and  sale  by  sheriff, 
legal  description  of  property,  amount  of  sale,  names  of  sheriff  and  pur- 
chaser, rvcknowledgment,  and  dates  of  recording  and  filihg.   Arr.  by 
date  of  recording.   Indexed  alph.  by  name  of  purchaser;  for  sep.  index, 
see  entry  92;  for  additional  index,  I87O-78,  I888-I927,  see  entry  93. 
Hdw.  on  pr.  fm.   U50  p.  18  x  12  x  3.   Rec.'s  vlt.,  2nd  fl. 

103.   CEMETERY  DEEDS,  I866-I93U.   U  v.  (lU,  118,  II9,  2I3).   1826- 
65,  1935 —  in  Deeds  (and  Other  Instruments),  entry  97. 
Copies  of  deeds  to  cem.etery  lots,  showing  names  of  grantor  and  grantee, 
location  of  lot,  entry  book  and  page  of  lot  record,  consideration,  date, 
and  number  of  instrument,  acknowledgment,  and  dates  of  filing  and  record- 
ing.  Arr.  by  date  of  recording.   Indexed  alph.  by  name  of  greintee;  for 
sep,  index,  see  entry  92;  for  additional  index,  I866-I927,  see  entry  93. 
Hdw.  on  pr.  fm.   6OO  p.  18  x  12  x  3.   Rec.'s  vlt.,  2nd  fl. 
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Heoorded 


Mortgages  -  Re£-l  Property  (See 
also   entries  96,    39oUiii]) 

104.  MORTGAGE  RSCORDS,   1858—.      320  v.   (1-352  not  c  onsecutive) . 
1826-57  in  Deeds  (foad  Other   Instruments),  entry  97, 

Recordation  of  real  osttvte  mortgages,    including  marginal  releases,    show- 
ing names  of  mortgagor  and  mortgagee,    date  :ind  nuabcr  of   instrument, 
legal  description  of  property,    amount  of  mortgage,    stipulations,    acknow- 
ledgment,   and  dates  of  filing  vjid.  recording.     Also  contains  Release  Rec- 
ord,   1858-71,    entry  107,    end  Chattel  Mortgage  Record,    1858-67,    entry  109, 
Arr.   by  date  of  recording.      Indexed  rlph.  by  n  sme  o  f  m  ortgagor;    for  sop. 
index,    1874 — ,    see  entry  105;    for  index  to  marginal  releases,   1905—, 
see  entry  106,     1858-1932,   hdw,   and  hdw.    on  pr.    fm,;    1933 — ,    hdv;.   and 
typed  on  pr.    fu.     600  p.   18  x  12  x  3  .     Rec. '  s  vlt. ,  2nd  f  1. 

105.  MORTGAGE  INDEX  -  MORTGAGOR-MORTGAGES,    1874—.      94  v.   (47  v. 
mortgagor;    47  v,  mortfragee). 

Index  to  Mortgage  Records,    entry  104,    showing  names  of  mortgagor  and 
mortgagee,    type,    number,    and  date  of  instrument,    lej^al   description  of 
property,    date  of  filing,    and  book  and  page  of  entry.     Arr.    -Ir)'.;.   by 
names  of  mortgagor  and  mortgagee,     Hdw.   under  pr.  hdgs..     300  p.  13  x  13  x  3, 
Rec. '  s  vlt.,    2nd  fl. 

106.  INDEX  MARGINAL  RELEASES,   1905—.      2  v.    (1,    2), 

Index  to  marginal  releases  entered  in  Mortgage  Records,    entry  104,   show- 
ing dates  of  mortgage  and  release,   names  of  mortgagor,   mortgagee,    and 
releasor,    and  book  and  page  of  entry.     Arr.  alph.  by  name  of  releasor. 
Hdw.   under  pr.  hdgs.      300  p.   16  x  13  x  3.     Rec.'s  vlt.,   2nd  fl. 

107.  RELEASE  RECORD,   1872—.      32  v.    (18-347  not  consecutive). 
1B26-57   in  Deeds   (rjid  Other   Instruments),    entry  97;    1858-71  in 
Mortgage  Records,    entry  104. 

Copies  of  releases,    showing  names  of  mortgagor  and  mortgagee,    considera- 
tion,   date  and  nvmbcr  of  instrument,    dates  of  release  and  recording,   book 
and  page  of  entry,    and  acknowled^ent.     Arr.  by  d?.te  of  recording.      In- 
dexed alph.  by  names  of  mortgagor  rjid  mortgagee.     1872-1934,   hdw.;   1935—, 
typed  on  pr.   fm.      600  p.   18  x  13  x  3.     Rec.'s  vlt.,    2nd  fl. 

Mortgages  -   Chattel 

108.  CHATTEL  MORTGAGES  AND  RELEASES,    1935—.     5  f,b,  ' 
Original  chattel  mortgages  and  chattel  mortgage  releases  filed  vrith 
recorder  but  not  recorded,    showing  names  of  mortgagor  and  mortgagee, 
date,    amount,    and  terns  of  Eortgage,    itemized  list  of  chattel  property, 
dates  of  release  and  filing,    and  acknowlodgmont.     Arr.   by  date  of  filing. 
No   index.     Hdw,   on  pr,    fm,     10  x  6  x  14.     Rec.'s  vlt,,    2nd  fl. 
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109.  CHATTEL  MORTGAGE  RECORD,  1863--.   194  v.  (1-194).   1825-57  in  Deeds 
(aiid  Other  Instruments),  entry  97;  1853-67  in  Mortgage  Records, 
entry  104. 

Copies  of  chattel  mortgages  and  extensions,  including  liens  on  automobiles, 
showing  names  of  mortgagor  and  mortgagee,  description  of  property,  date, 
amount,  and  number  %)f  mortgage,  and  dates  of  filing,  recording,  and  aclaiov;l- 
edgment.   Arr.  by  date  of  recording.   Indexed  alph.  by  name  of  mortgagor; 
for  sep.  index,  1894 — ,  see  entry.  110;  for  index  to  lions,  1921-32,  see 
entry  111.   Hdw.  and  typed  on  pr.  fm.   300  p.  13  x  13  x  2.   Rec.'s  vlt., 
2nd  fl. 

110.  CHATTEL  MORTGAGE  IHDEX,  1894—,   34  v.  (1-4,  13  not  numbered, 
mortgagor;  1-4,  13  not  numbered,  mortgagee). 

Index  to  Chattel  Mortgage  Record,  entry  109,  showing  names  of  mortgagor 
and  mortgagee,  kind  and  date  of  instrument,  deccription  of  property, 
and  book  and  page  of  entry.   Arr.  alph.  "by   names  of  mortgagor  and  mortgagee. 
Hdw.  under  pr.  hdgs.   300  p.  18  x  13  x  3.   Rec.'s  vlt.,  2nd  fl. 

111.  INDEX  OF  LIEIIS  Oil  CHATTELS,  1921-32.   1  v. 

Index  to  liens  on  automobiles  recorded  in  Chattel  Mortgage  Record,  entry 

109,  showing  names  of  o\meT   and  person  filing  lien,  description  of  car, 

date  of  lien,  and  chattel  mortgage  record  book  and  page  of  entry.  Arr. 
alph.  by  name  of  omer.  Hdw.  under  pr.  hdgs.   100  p.  18  x  12  x  1.   Rec.'s 
vlt.,  2nd  fl. 

Certificates  of  Lev;^^  (See 
also  entry  29l[viii,x]) 

■   112.   SHERIFF'S  CERTIFICATES  OF  LEVY,  SALE,  AIID  REDS'PTIOH,  1870--. 

1  v.  (C). 
Copies  of  sheriff's  certificates  of  levy,  sale,  and  redemption,  showing 
na.mes  of  plaintiff,  defendant,  purchaser,  redeemer,  and  sheriff,  type  of 
writ,  date  of  levy,  legal  description  of  property,  date  and  amount  of 
sale,  ajid  dates  of  filing  and  recording.   Arr.  by  date  of  recording. 
Indexed  alph.  by  name  of  defendant.  Hdw.  on  pr.  fm.   600  p.  18  x  13  x  3. 
Rec. 's  vlt. ,  2nd  fl. 

For  prior  records  of  certificates  of  levj',  sec  entry  115;  for  prior 
records  of  certificates  of  sale  and  redemption,  sec  entr;  116. 

113.   liA-STER'S  CERTIFICATE  OF  SALE  AlTD  REDE?iPTI0iT  -  MSTER'S  CERTIFI- 
CATE OF  SALE,  1870--.   2  v.  (A,  B).   1856-69  in  Sale  (and  Redemp- 
tion) Record  (Master's  and  Sheriff's),  entry  116. 
Copies  of  master's  certificates  of  sale  and  redemption,  showing  najnes  of 
sheriff,  plaintiff,  and  defendant,  date  and  ajnount  of  judgment,  court 
costs,  legal  description  of  property,  date,  place,  and  amount  of  sale, 
name  of  purchaser,  and  dates  of  redemption,  filing,  and  recording.  Arr.  by 
date  of  recording.   Indexed  alph.  by  name  of  defendant.  Hdw.  on  pr.  fn. 
430  p.  18  X  13  X  2^.   Rec.'s  vlt.,  2nd  fl. 

Certificates  of  sales  and  redemption  that  do  not  fit  printed  forms 
may  also  be  found  in  entries  114,  116,  and  117. 
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Recorded 


114.  CERTIFICATE  LEVY,  SALE,  AlTD  RSI3EMPTICN  (Sheriff's  and  Master's), 
1893-1919.   1  V.  (2).   1920 —  in  Deeds  (and  Other  Instruments), 
entry  97, 

Copies  of  sheriff's  certificates  of  levy,  and  sheriff's  and  master's  cer- 
tificates of  sale  that  do  not  fit  printed  forms,  showing  names  of  plain- 
tiff, defendant,  and  sheriff  or  master,  date  and  amoftnt  of  Judgment,  legal 
description  of  property,  date  and  amount  of  sale,  name  of  purchaser,  and 
dates  of  redemption,  filing,  and  recording.  Also  contains  Redeniption  Record, 
entry  117,  Arr,  "by  date  of  recording.  Indexed  alph.  by  name  of  defendant, 
1893-1913,  hdw. ;  1914-19,  typed.  600  p.  18  x  13  x  3.  Rec.'s  vlt.,  2nd  fl. 

For  prior  record  of  certificates  of  levy  see  entry  115;  for  prior 
records  of  certificates  of  sale,  see  entry  116;  for  prior  records  of  certif- 
icates of  redemption,  see  entries  116,117. 

115.  CERTIFICATE  OF  LEVY,  1841-72.   2  v. 

Copies  of  sheriff's  certificates  of  levy,  showing  names  of  plaintiff, 
defendant,  and  sheriff,  date  and  court  of  judgment,  amount  of  judgment, 
legal  description  of  property,  and  dates  of  filing  and  recording.  Sub- 
sequent to  1869,  consists  solely  of  certificates  of  levy  that  do  not 
fit  printed  forms.  Arr.  by  date  of  recording.  No  index.  Hdn.   100  p. 
12  X  9  X  |.  Cir.  cUc.'s  vlt.,  4th  fl. 

For  subsequent  records  of  certificates  of  levy,  see  entries  112,114, 

116,  SALE  (and  Redemption)  RECORD  (Master's  and  Sheriff's),  1856-92. 
4  V.  (A,  B.  D,  E). 

Copies  of  master's  and  sheriff's  certificates  of  sale  and  redemption,  show- 
ing names  of  master  in  chancery  or  sheriff,  plaintiff,  defendant,  and 
purchaser,  anourts  of  Judgr.ent  and  court  costs,  legal  description  of 
property,  date,  place,  and  amount  of  sale,  and  dates  of  redemption,  filing, 
and  recording.  Consists  of  records  of  master's  and  sheriff's  certificates 
of  sale  and  redemption,  1856-69,  then  becomes  record  of  certificates  of 
sale  that  do  not  fit  printed  forms.  Contains  Master's  Certificate  of 
Sale  and  Redemption  -  Master's  Certificate  of  Sale,  1856-69,  entry  113, 
and  Redemption  Record,  1856-76,  1890-92,  entry  117.  Arr.  by  date  of  record- 
ing.  Indexed  alph.  by  name  of  defendant.  Hdw.  450  p.  14  x  8  x  2.  Rec.'s 
vlt.,  2nd  fl. 

For  subsequent  record  of  sheriff's  certificates  of  sale  and  redemption, 
see  entry  112;  for  subsequent  record  of  certificates  of  sale  that  do  not 
fit  printed  forms,  see  entry  114, 

117,  REDEMPTION  RECORD,  1877-89.   1  v.   1856-76,  1890-92  in  Sale  (and 
Redemption)  Record  (Master's  and  Sheriff's),  entry  116;  1893-1919 
in  Certificate  Levy,  Sale,  and  Redemption  (Sheriff's  and  Master's), 
entry  114;  1920 —  in  Deeds  (and  Other  Instruments),  entry  97. 

Copies  of  master's  and  sheriff's  certificates  of  redemption  that  do  not  fit 
printed  forms,  showing  names  of  master  or  sheriff,  plaintiff,  defendant, 
and  purchaser,  date  and  amount  of  sale,  legal  description  of  property,  book 
and  page  of  sale  record,  and  datss  of  redemption,  filing,  and  recording. 
Arr.  by  date  of  recording.   Indexed  alph.  by  name  of  defendant.  Hdw.  425  p. 
18  X  13  X  2^,  Rec.'s  vlt.,  2nd  fl. 
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Recorded 


Other  Instruments 

113.  ARTICLES  OF  INCORPORATION,  1891—.   7  v.  (1-7). 
Record  of  organization  and  dissolution  of  corporations,  showing  name  of 
corporation,  object  of  incorporation,  location  of  principal  office,  amount 
of  capital  stock,  number  and  value  of  shares,  names  and  addresses  of 
officers  and  stockholders,  and  dates  of  incorporation  and  recording.  Arr. 
by  date  of  recording.  Indexed  alph.  by  name  of  corporation.   1891-1903, 
hdw. ;  1904 — ,  typed.   500  p.  18  x  13  x  3.   Rec.'s  vlt.,  2nd  fl. 

119.  SOLDIERS'  DISCHARGE  RECORD,  1864—.   4  v.  (A-D)  .  Missing: 
1900-1917. 

Copies  of  soldiers'  honorable  discharge  certificates,  showing  name, 
rank,  birthplace,  and  age  of  soldier,  reason  for  discharge,  service 
record,  and  date  stA   place  of  enlistment  and  discharge.   Arr.  by  date 
of  recording.   Indexed  alph.  by  name  of  soldier.   1864-1919,  hdw.  on 
pr.  fm. ;  1920 — ,  hdw.  and  typed  on  pr.  fm.   380  p.  18  x  13  x  3.   Rec.'s 
vlt.,  2nd  fl. 

120.  TOWNSHIP  TREASURERS'  BOND,  1890-1920.   1  v. 

Copies  of  township  treasurers'  bonds,  showing  names  of  treasurer,  town- 
ship, and  sureties,  date,  amount,  and  terms  of  bond,  and  date  of  re- 
cording. Arr.  by  date  of  recording.  Indexed  alph.  by  naime  of  treasurer. 
Hdw.  on  pr.  fm.   280  p.  18  x  12  x  3.  Rec.'s  vlt.,  2nd  fl. 

121.  TO'rVN  COLLECTORS'  BOND,  1851-1918.   3  v.  (1  not  numbered,  1,  2). 
Missing:  1870-87. 

Copies  of  town  collectors'  bonds,  showing  names  of  collector  and  sureties, 
date,  amount,  and  terms  of  bond,  affidavit  of  sureties,  oath  of  collector, 
and  date  of  recording.  Arr.  by  date  of  bond.  Indexed  alph.  by  name  of 
collector.  Hdw.  on  pr.  fm.   1851-69,  binding  poor.   300  p.  18  x  13  x  2. 
1  V.  not  numbered,  1851-69,  cir.  clk.'s  vlt.,  4th  fl.;  v.  1,  2,  1888-1918, 
rec. ' s  vlt. ,  2nd  fl. 

122.  INDEX  TO  MINES  (Record  of  Mines),  1905—.  1  v.  (l). 
Record  of  mines  in  Vermilion  County,  showing  names  of  mine  and  owner, 
location  by  section,  township,  and  range,  and  date  of  start  of  operations. 
Arr.  alph.  by  najne  of  mine.  No  index.  Hdw.  under  pr.  hdgs.  300  p. 

16  X  11  X  3.   Rec.'s  vlt.,  2nd  fl. 

123.  REGISTER  OF  NAMES  OF  LANDS,  1924 — .   1  v.  (l).   Last  entry  1932. 
Register  of  farm  names,  showing  ncjae   and  r.ddress  of  owner  and  farm,  legal 
description  of  land,  and  date  of  registration.  Arr.  by  date  of  entry. 
Indexed  alph.  by  name  of  farm.  Hdw.  under  pr.  hdgs.  290  p.  17  x  15  x  2. 
Rec'  s  vlt.,  2nd  fl. 
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124.     STALLION  RECORD,    1910-18.      2  v.    (l,    2),      Discontinued  as  a 
county  record,   now  kept  by  State   of  Illinois   Department  of 
Agriculture,    Division  of  Animal  Husbandry,    Springfield,    Illinois. 
Copies   of  stallion  certificates,    showing  names   of  stallion  and  owner,    date 
and  number  of  certificate,    date  of  birth  and  pedigree   of  stallion,   and 
dates   of  expiration  and  recording  of  certificate.     Arr.   by  date   of  record- 
ing.     Indexed  alph,  by  name   of  owner.     Hdw.   on  pr.   fin.     400  p.   18  x  13  x  3, 
Rec.'s  vlt.,    2nd  fl. 


J&ps  and  Plats 

125,  VERiMILION  COUNTY  ROADS,    1827-1905.      2  v.      Title  varies: 

Road  Record,    1  v.,    1827-70.      1906--  in  Plat  Record,   entry  126. 
Road  plats  transcribed  from  the  original  road  plats,    1827-31,   and  from 
the   coionty  board  records,    1832-68,   and  road  plats  and   field  notes  as 
compiled  by  the  various  county  surveyors,    1869 — ,    showing  location  and 
description  of  each  road,    dimensions,    surveyors'   remarks  and  certifi- 
cation, and  order  and  date  of  survey.     Authors,    coimty  surveyors.     Pub- 
lished in  Vermilion  County.     Arr.   by  date   of  survny.      1827-70,   no  index; 
1871 — ,    indexed  alph.  by  name   of  tv;p.     Hdw.   and  hand-drawn.    500  -  600  p. 
18  X  13  X  2^  -  18  X  13  X  3.     1  v.,    1327-70,    co.   clk.'s  vlt.,   3rd  fl.; 
1  v.,    1871—,    rec.'s.    vlt.,    2nd  fl, 

126.  PLAT  RECORD,    1879--.     7  v,     1826-78  in  Deeds    (and  Other  Instru- 
ments),  entry  97. 

Copies   of  Vermilion  County  plats,    showing  legal  descritpion  of  property, 
certificate  of  correctness,   and  dates   of  filing  and  recording.     Also  con- 
tains Vermilion  County  Roads,    1906 — ,   entry  125.     Arr.  by  date   of  record- 
ing.     Indexed  alph,  by  name   of  addition;    for  sep.   index,    see  entry  94;   for 
additional   index  to  plats,    1826-1921,    see  entry  95.      1879-1920,   hand-dravm 
and  hdw.;   1921 — ,   hand-drawn  and  typed.     1  in.   to  100  ft,      500  p.   18  x  IS 
X  3.     Rec.'s  vlt.,    2nd  fl. 

127,  ATL/iS   OF  VERlvULION  COUIITY,    1915.     3  v. 

Political  atlas   of  Vermilion  County,    shov^ing  history  of  county,  names,   and 
plats   of  cities,    towns,   and  villages,   names   of  streets,    routes   of  highvmys 
and  streams,   and  maps   of  Illinois,   United  States,   and  the  world.     Chicago, 
Illinois:  George  A,   Ogle  and  Company,   publisher.     Arr.   by  twp.  no.      Indexed 
alph.  by  name   of  twp.     Printed  and  colored,     1  in.   to  300  ft,,   2   in.   to  1 
mi,     200  p.   14  X  14  X  1^.     Rec.'s  vlt.,    2nd  fl. 

128.  PLAT  BOOK,    1866.      1  v. 

Recorded  plats   of  government  surveys,    showing  name  of  township,    legal  de- 
scription of  land  surveyed,    corners  described,    course,    links  distant,   and 
inches  diameter  of  witness  trees,   and  date  of  survey.     1   in,   to  40  chains, 
Arr.   by  date   of  survey.     No  index.     Hdw.  and  hand-drawn.      50  p.   21  x  16  x  2. 
Rec.'s  vlt,,   2nd  fl. 


-  205  - 
Coiinty  Court  (129,130) 

Fees,  Reports,  and  Miscellaneous  Records 

129.  RECEIPTS  AND  EXPENDITURES  (Register  of  Fees),  1901—.   38  v. 
Register  of  recorder's  fees,  showing  date,  amo\int,  name  of  payer,  and  num- 
ber of  recorded  instrument.  Arr.  by  date  of  receipt.  No  index.  Hdw.  under 
pr.  hdgs.   600  p.  18  x  13  x  3.   37  v.,  1901-37,  rec.'s  vlt.,  2nd  fl.;  1  v., 
1938—,  rec.'s  off.,  2nd  fl. 

130.  RECEIPTS  FOR  DOCmiSi^TS,  1917-19.   15  v. 

Copies  of  receipts  for  documents  left  for  recordation,  showing  date  of  re- 
ceipts, name  and  address  of  person  leaving  instrument  for  recordation,  and 
instrument  nvimber.  Arr.  by  date  of  receipt.   No  index.   Hdw.  \inder  pr. 
hdgs.   100  p.  16  X  11  X  1.   Rec.'s  vlt.,  2nd  fl. 


IV.   COUNTY  COURT 


The  county  court  serves  as  the  judicial  branch  of  county  government. 
This  court  is  administered  by  the  county  judge  who  is  elected  for  a  four- 
year  term  by  the  county  electorate.   Before  entering  upon  the  duties  of 
his  office,  the  county  judge  is  required  to  take  and  subscribe  to  an 
oath  which  he  files  with  the  Secretary  of  State.  The  compens£-tion  of 
the  Vermilion  county  judge  was  originally  set  at  $2.50  per  diem  for 
holding  court,  which  v/as  paid  quarterly  out  of  the  county  treasury.-'-  To- 
day, the  judge  in  this  county  receives  $5,000  per  annum. 2  The  court  hears 
and  determines  matters  in  which  it  has  original  or  concurrent  jurisdiction, 
including  appeals  from  the  justices  of  the  peace  and  police  magistrates."^ 

At  the  time  of  the  organization  of  Vermilion  County,  the  powers 
of  the  judiciary  in  all  counties  were  administered  only  by  the  justices 
of  the  peace,'*  the  probate  judge,-  and  the  circuit  court. 6  Later,  a 
civil  and  criminal  court  with  jurisdiction  coextensive  with  the  county 
lines  was  established  under  the  provisions  of  the  Constitution  of  1848 
and  legislation  of  1849."  The  court  created  was  the  county  court. 
This  unit  of  coimty  government  was  established  with  a  partial  reversion 


1.  L.1849,   p.    62,63. 

2.  L.1933,   p.    616. 

3.  R.S.1874,   p.    339,340;    L.1881,   p.   70. 

4.  Constitution  of  1818,   Art.    IV,    sec.    8;    L.1819,   p.    192. 

5.  L.1821,   p.    119. 

6.  L.1819,   p.    380. 

7.  Constitution  of   1848,   Art.    V,    sec.    1,16;    L.1849,   p.    62. 
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to  the  dual  function,  administrative  and  judicial,  of  the  local  Judiciary 
in  Illinois  under  the  Territorial  Laws  prior  to  1818.   The  court  was 
different  from  the  territorial  courts  in  that  its  composition  varied  for 
each  of  the  two  functions.  The  judicial  court  was  administered  by  the 
county  judge,  v/ho  was  elected  by  the  county  electorate  and  commissioned 
by  the  Governor.  His  original  four-year  tenure  of  office  has  remained 
effective  to  the  present.^  As  the  administrative  body,  the  court  vjas 
made  up  of  the  county  judge  and  two  justices  of  ttie  peace. 

Under  the  second  constitution  com.plete  separation  of  county  business 
powers  from  the  judicial  could  be  had  with  the  acceptance  by  the  county 
electorate  of  an  independent  administrative  body,  the  board  of  supervis- 
ors, established  under  toivnship  organization.^  This  plan  of  government 
was  not  selected  immediately,  and  Vermilion  vrcis  governed  by  the  dual 
county  court  until  1851  when  the  county  board  of  supervisors  became 
successor  to  the  county  court  in  its  jurisdiction  over  county  affairs 
and  business.  From  that  date  on,  the  county  court  has  served  only 
as  a  judicial  court  in  Vermilion  County, 

The  county  court  ar,  established  in  1849  was  vested  with  the  same 
civil  and  criminal  jurisdiction  as  the  justices  of  the  peace.  The 
county  judge  vms  made  a  conservator  of  the  peace.  He  was  given  the 
same  power  and  authority  as  the  circuit  judge  in  preserving  order  in  the 
court  and  punishing  contempts  offered  the  court  wliile  in  session.^ 
Suits  for  the  sale  of  delinquent  lands  for  taxes  of  1848,  and  prior 
years,  could  be  brought  and  presented  in  either  the  circuit  or  county 
court,  but  for  taxes  of  subsequent  years,  the  county  court  was  given 
exclusive  original  jurisdiction.^  The  court  also  exercised  jurisdiction 
equal  with  that  of  the  circuit  court  over  naturalization." 

In  addition  to  its  civil  and  criminal  jurisdiction,  the  court  was 
vested  with  all  the  powers  and  jurisdiction  in  probate  matters  which 
^vere  vested  prior  to  tliis  date  in  the  court  of  the  probate  justice.  The 
court  was  given  concurrent  jurisdiction  with  the  circuit  court  in  hearing 
and  determining  applications  for  the  sale  of  real  estate  of  deceased 
persons  and  for  the  payment  of  debts  for  the  estate.*^  In  1910,  -fihen 
Vermilion  Coianty  established  a  separate  probate  court,  the  county  court 
lost  this  jurisdiction. 


1.  Constitution  of  1848,  Art.  V,  sec,  17;  L.1849,  p.  62;  R.S.1874,  p.  339; 
L.1933,  p.  451. 

2.  L.1849,  p.  65. 

3.  Constitution  of  1848,  Art,  VII,  sec.  6;  L.1849,  p.  192,202-4;  L,1851, 
p,  38,50-52. 

4.  L.1849,  p.  65. 

5.  Ibid.,  p.  126. 

6.  2  U.S.S.L.  155. 

7.  L.1849,  p.  65. 
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The  law  jurisdiction  of  the  county  court  in  Vermilion  County  is 
concurrent  with  that  of  the  circuit  coijjrt  in  that  class  of  cases  wherein 
the  justices  of  the  peace  have  jurisdiction  v/here  the  value  of  the  amount 
in  controversy  does  not  exceed  $2,000,1  in  all  cases  of  appeals  from 
justices  of  the  peace  aiid  police  magistrates,  and  in  all  criminal  offenses 
and  misdemeanors  where  the  punishment  is  not  imprisonment  in  the  peniten- 
tiary or  death. 2  The  covinty  court  also  has  original  jurisdiction  in 
matters  relating  to  indigent  mothers, 3  and  jurisdiction  over  insane  persons 
not  charged  with  crime, 'i 

The  county  and  circuit  courts  have  original  jurisdiction  in  cases 
of  juvenile  offenders.  This  jurisdiction  is  over  matters  dealing  with 
dependent,  neglected,  and  delinquent  children.   The  authority  includes 
provision  for  the  treatment,  control,  maintenance,  adoption,  and 
guardianship  of  such  children. 5 

In  1899,  provision  was  made  for  the  appointment  "by  the  court  of  a 
juvenile  prohation  officer  to  sei"ve  without  compensation  from  the  public 
treasury  and  at  the  pleasure  of  the  court. ^  In  1907  an  amendment  to  this 
act  authorized  the  court  to  allow  compensation  to  such  officers  in  a  sum 
to  he  set  hy  the  county  board,  but  the  power  of  the  court  to  appoint  pro- 
bation officers  to  serve  without  pay  was  in  no  way  abridged  by  this  legis- 
lation."^ An  amendment  of  1925  provided  that  if  more  than  one  probation 
officer  were  appointed,  one  was  to  be  designated  as  chief  probation  offi- 
cer. To  be  eligible  foi^  the  position  of  chief  probation  officer,  the 
candidate  was  required  to  have  had  ex!.-)erience  in  social  welfare  rrork 
equivalent  to  one  year  spent  in  active  practical  welfare  work.  Minimum 
rates,  based  upon,  population,  were  established  for  the  compensation  of 
these  officers,  the  county  board  to  fix  the  amount,  Taere   a  county  had 
only  one  probation  officer,  the  salary  rates  were  made  to  apply  to  that 
individual.   The  court,  however,  retains  the  power  to  aproint  probation 
officers  to  serve  without  pay.   For  Vermilion  Coiuity,  and  others  with 


1.  Under  the  laws  of  1672  and  the  revised  statutes  of  1874,  the  jurisdic- 
tion was  in  cases  wherein  the  amount  involved  did  not  exceed  $500 

(L. 1871-72,  p.  325;  R.S.1874,  p,  540),  Legislation  enacted  in  1933 
extended  the' jurisdiction  to  $2,000  (L.1953,  p.  452),  but  a  later 
amendment  of  the  same  session,  passed  June  21,  1933,  placed  the 
jurisdiction  in  cases  where  the  amount  involved  is  not  over  $1,000 
(ibid,,  p.  449).   In  1939  jurisdiction  was  again  extended  to  $2,000 
(L.1S39,  p.  492). 

2.  R.S.1374,  p.  340;  L.1877.  p.  77;  1.1895,  p.  212,223;  L.1P33.  p.  448. 

3.  L.1913.  -p.  127;  L.1915.  p.  243;  L.1921,  p.  164;  L.1955.  p,  256. 
'^'  L.1&69.  P.  356;  R.S.ie74,  p.  685. 

5.  L,1899.  p.  131-37;  L.19ca,  p.  141-44;  L.1905,  p.  152-56;  L.1907,  p. 
70-78, 

6.  L,1899.  p.  133, 

7.  L.19C7,  p.  69,70. 

8.  L.1925.  -0.   187,188. 
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a  population  of  more  than  fifty  thousand  and  not  exceeding  one  h^ondred 
thousand^  the  rate  is  sot  at  a  sun  not  less  than  $150  a  month» 

The  officer  under  consideration  makes  investigation  on  order  of  the 
court  and  takes  charge  of  the  child  liefore  and  after  trial.  He  is  re- 
quired to  be  present  at  the  court  hearings  in  order  that  he  may  represent 
the  interest  of  the  child.  This  officer  also  furnishes  information  and 
assistance  as  required  "by  the  court .^ 

Upon  petition  filed  with  the  clerk  of  the  court  for  the  removal  of 
a  neglected  or  dependent  child  from  the  custody  of  its  parents  or 
guardian,  process  is  issued  for  appearance.  The  sixmmons  may  be  served 
by  the  sheriff  or  the  duly  appointed  probation  officer. *5 

At  any  time  after  the  filing  of  the  petition  and  pending  the  final 
disposition,  the  court  may  allow  the  child  to  remain  in  the  possession  of 
its  custodian,  or  in  its  home  subject  to  the  visitation  of  the  probation 
officer;  or  the  child  may  be  ordered  in  custody  of  the  probation  officer,^ 
If  upon  hearing  the  case  the  court  finds  the  child  to  be  dependent  or  neg- 
lected, the  court  may  commit  the  child  to  an  association  or  institution, 
or  allow  the  child  to  remain  in  his  home  subject  to  the  visitation  of  the 
probation  officer,^  In  a  similar  fashion  the  probation  officer  for  adults, 
an  appointee  of  the  circuit  court,  assists  the  county  court  in  tho  admin- 
istration of  justice  among  adult  violators." 

In  cases  of  delinquency,  if  the  court  finds  any  child  to  be  delinquent, 
the  court  may  commit  the  child  to  an  institution  or  to  the  custody  of  the 
probation  officer.  The  court  ma^',  upon  its  discretion,  send  juvenile  of- 
fenders and  vagrants  to  the  state  reform  school  rather  than  to  the  county 
jail.'''  ^ 

Another  probation  officer,  also  an  appointee  of  the  county  court, 
assists  the  court  in  mothers'  pension  cases.  The  state  and  county  funds 
for  indigent  mothers  and  their  children  are  administered  by  the  county 
court,  its  appointed  probation  officers,  the  county  board  with  the  as- 
sistance of  the  county  clerk,  the  county  treasurer,  and  the  State  Depart- 
ment of  Public  Welfare.  Tho  county  court,  however,  is  given  original 
jurisdiction  in  these  matters, 8 


1.  In  1930  the  population  of  Vermilion  Coxinty  was  listed  as  89,339, 
.  Population  Bulletin,  p.  9, 

2.  L.1899,  p.  133;  L.1925,  p,  187,188, 

3.  L,1899.  p,  132,133;  L.1905,  p.  153,154;  L.1907,  p.  72,73. 

4.  L,1907.  p.  74, 

5.  L,1923,  p,  180,181, 

6.  L,1911,  p,  280-82, 

7.  L.1907,  p,  75, 

8.  L,1913.  p.  127;  L.1915.  p.  243;  L.1921,  p,  164;  L,1935.  p.  255. 


-  209  - 
CJoimtj'  Court 

A  mother  whose  husband  is  dead  or  incapacitated,  or  who  is  abandoned 
bj'  her  husband,  is  entitled  to  ths  benefits  of  the  mothers'  pension  fund 
when  she  is  in  need.   Such  mother  may  file  an  application  with  the  county- 
court  for  relief.  The  case  of  the  applicant  is  then  invostigatod  by  the 
probation  officer  under  the  direction  of  the  court. 1  A  report  and  rec- 
orainendation  of  the  approval  or  disapproval  of  such  epplicrtion  is  then 
made  by  this  officer  of  the  court.   If  the  application  is  approved,  the 
probr^tion  officer  or  other  person  may  file  ^rith  the  clerk  of  the  court 
a  written  petition  verified  by  ai'fidavit  setcing  forth  the  facts  giving 
the  court  jurisdiction  and  other  facts  upon  which  an  order  for  relief  is 
entered.   Upon  receipt  of  the  petition,  a  su'-jnons  is  issued  to  the  mother 
and  the  county  board  for  appear?nce.   The  usual  procedure  is  for  the  board 
to  nal-:e  a  written  appearance.   Upon  the  hearing  in  court,  the  court  ma;,' 
make  an  order  upon  the  county  board  to  vay   monthly  such  money  as  may  bo 
necessary  for  the  care  of  the  mother  and  her  child  or  children  in  accord- 
ance TTith  the  provisions  of  law.*^ 

To  carry  out  this  procedure,  the  co'jnty  court  appoints  the  probation 
officer  who  serves  during  the  pleasure  of  the  court  and  is  compensated 
for  his  services  by  the  co'anty  in  such  amount  as  determined  oy   the  county 
boaxd.   As  noted  above,  this  officer  is  required  to  investigate  all  ap- 
plications for  relief  and  maJce  a  written  report  to  the  court.   In  addi- 
tion to  this  duty,  the  probation  officer  makes  qiiarterly  visits  and  super- 
vises, under  the  direction  of  the  court,  the  families  to  \7hich  such 
assistance  lias  been  grated. 3 

The  county  board  annually  levies  a  tax  on  all  taxable  property  to 
provide  for  the  mothers'  pension  fund.   The  levy  is  riade  not  in  excess  of 
two-fifths  of  one  mill  on  a  dollar  in  Vermilion  Coionty.'^  in  addition, 
the  General  Assembly,  from  time  to  time,  r.akes  appropriations  to  the 
State  Department  of  Public  ^elfa:^,  the  funds,  in  turn,  being  distributed 
to  the  several  co'onties  to  supplement  the  pension  ftmd.   To  become  entitled 
to  the  state  appropriations,  tho  county  must  meet  the  standards  of  ad- 
ministraoion  set  ':)i/    the  state  agency.   Tho  county  treasurer  certifies  to 
the  state  departm.ont  an  itemized  statement,  attested  by  the  county  clerk, 
of  the  money  paid  out  during  each  quarter  in  accordance  with  tho  Icgis- 
la.tive  previsions  for  this  pension  ajid  a.lso  certifies  annually  the  total 
assessed  valuation  ajid  amotmt  of  money  raised  "by   tosK   levy  for  the  mothers' 
nensicn  fund.^ 


1.  L.1915,  p.  127;  1.191!?,  p.  244;  L.1935,  p.  256,257. 

2.  L.1913,  p.  127-29;  L.1935,  p.  257. 

3.  L.1915,  p.  129,130;  L.1535,  p.  253. 

4.  L.r919,  p.  780,781;  L.1927;  p.  195,197;  L.1923,  First  Sp.  Ses£ 
p.  3,4;  L.1933,  p.  194. 

5.  L.1955,  p.  259. 
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Jurisdiction  in  the  election  procedure  is  vested  variously  in  the 
county  board,  the  county  court,  and  the  county  clerk.   In  the  event  that 
any  city,  village,  or  incorporated  town  adopts  the  City  Election  Act  the 
county  judge  appoints  a  board  of  three  election  commissioners  to  have 
charge  of  elections  in  that  political  unit.  Only  one  such  board,  however, 
is  appointed  in  each  county.  This  board  has  jurisdiction  over  elections 
in  all  cities,  villages,  or  incorporated  towns  which  may  adopt  the  act.l 
Otherwise,  jurisdiction  ig  vested  in  the  county  board,  county  court,  and 
county  clerk.  The  county  court  has  original  jurisdiction  in  election 
contests  for  certain  county,  district,  and  township  offices. ^ 

Aiding  in  the  settlement  of  questions  arising  in  the  course  of  the 
election  procedure  is  the  county  officers  electoral  board.  This  body 
consists  of  the  county  judge  as  chairman,  the  county  clerk,  and  the 
state' s  attorney. 3 

The  several  nomination  papers  for  county  offices  are  fllod  with  the 
county  clerk  and  are  considered  valid  unless  objections  are  made  within 
five  days  after  the  last  day  for  filing  such  papers.  Objections  to  nom- 
inations are  made  to  the  county  officers  electoral  board  for  any  office 
of  the  county,  park  district,  or  other  division  coterminous  with  or  less 
than  the  county  and  other  than  a  city,  village,  incortiOrated  town,  or 
township.^  The  objector's  petition  is  filed  with  the  county  clerk  who 
presents  the  same,  together  with  the  nomination  papers  or  certificate, 
before  the  electoral  board. ^  The  petition  contains  the  objector's  name 
and  residence,  the  nature  of  the  objection,  the  interest  of  the  objector, 
and  the  relief  sought  of  the  board. 6  A  notice  of  the  hearing  is  sent  to 
the  candidate.  Upon  hearing  the  objections,  the  board  renders  a  final 
decision  by  jiajority  vote.   In  the  event  the  candidate  whose  nomination 
is  protested  is  a  member  of  the  electoral  board,  the  circuit  judge  is 
required  to  fill  his  place.''' 

Jurisdiction  is  vested  in  the  county  court  to  hear  and  determine 

all  questions  relative  to  taxes  on  gifts,  legacies  and  inheritance. 8 

The  act  granting  this  jurisdiction  is  generally  known  as  the  "Inheritance 

Tax  Law."  Originally,  the  state's  attorney  was  charged  with  the  duty 

of  enforcing  the  provision  of  this  law, 9  however,  since  1913  these  duties 


1.  L.1885,  p.  147-49;  L.1899.  p.  163-65;  L.1917,  p.  445,445;  L.1929. 
p.  399;  L.1953,  p.  534;  L. 1935-56,  Fourth  Sp.  Sess.,  p.  35. 

2.  L. 1871-72,  p.  396. 

3.  L.1891.  p.  110;  L.1933.  p.  552. 

4.  L.1891,  p.  110,111;  L.1929,  p.  394. 

5.  L.1891,  p.  Ill;  L.1929.  p.  394;  L.1933,  p.  552. 

6.  L.1929,  p.  394,395. 

7.  L.1933,  p.  552. 

8.  L.1895,  p.  306;  L.1909.  p.  318. 

9.  L.1895,  p.  306;  L.1909,  p.  319. 
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have  "been  performed  by  the  Attorney  General. ^  Under  that  law  the  county 
judge  and  the  county  clerk  are  required  every  three  months  to  make  a 
statement  in  writing  to  the  county  treasurer  of  the  property  from  which 
or  the  party  from  whom  he  has  reasons  to  "believe  a  tax  xinder  this  act  is 
due  and  unpaid. 2  The  county  treasurer  is  required  to  collect  and  pay  to 
the  State  Treasurer  all  taxes  that  may  he  due  and  payp.hle  under  it. 3 

Under  sji  act  of  1933,  housing  corporations  may  be  organized  in 
Illinois  for  the  express  purpose  of  improving  housing  conditions. 4 
Such  corporations  are  subject  to  the  supervision  and  control  of  the  State 
Housing  Board.   This  state  agency  has  authority,  after  investigations 
and  public  hearings,  to  approve  the  acquisition  of  property  and  con- 
struction of  housing  projects.   If  the  State  Housing  Board  approves  a 
project  over  the  objections  of  ten  percent  of  the  property  owners  within 
a  mile,  but  not  included  in  the  project,  it  must  then  file  an  application 
with  the  clerk  of  the  county  court  to  be  submitted  to  the  county  judge 
for  the  confirmation  of  its  approval.   Such  application  is  to  contain 
copies  of  the  finding  and  order  of  the  board,  transcript  of  testimony, 
description  of  the  project  and  public  spaces,  statement  of  location,  and 
reasons  for  approval  by  the  board.   The  objectors  to  the  project  may  file 
objections  in  the  county  court  to  the  confirmation  of  such  a  project.  The 
county  judge  then  examines  the  application,  objections,  and  any  additional 
evidence  before  rendering  a  decision  of  "approved"  or  "not  approved"  on  the 
application. 5 

Appeals  from  the  judgments  and  decisions  of  the  co\mty  court  may  be 
taken  to  the  circuit  court. 6  To  the  appellate  court  or  supreme  court  may 
be  taken  and  prosecuted  appeals  rjid  writs  of  error  in  proceedings  for  the 
sale  of  lands  for  tpjces  and  special  p.ssessments,  in  all  common  law  and 
attachment  cases,  and  in  cases  of  forcible  detainer  and  forcible  entry 
and  detainer.   Such  appeals  and  writs  of  error  are,  when  not  otherwise 
provided,  taken  and  prosecuted  in  the  same  manner  as  appeals  and  writs 
of  error  from  the  circuit  court.' 

The  records  of  the  county  court  are  kept  by  its  clerk.   In  Vermilion 
County  the  coiinty  clerk  is  ex-officio  clerk  of  the  county  court.   In 


1. 

L.1913,    p. 

2. 

L.1895,    p. 

3. 

L.1895,    p.    : 

4. 

L.1933,    p.    : 

5. 

Ibid. 

6. 

R.S.1874,    p 

7. 

R.S.1874.    p 

515,516;  L.1935,  p.  1179,1180. 

306;  L.1909,  p.  319;  L.1913,  p.  516. 

307;  L.19C9,  p.  319;  L.1913,  p.  516. 

396-415;  L. 1933-54,  Third  Sp.  Sess.,  p.  167-74. 

.  339;  L.1933,  p.  396. 

.  339;  L,1877,  p,  77;  L.1881,  p.  66. 
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addition  to  the  statutory  records  described  below  the  clerk  necessarily 
maintains  others  in  effecting  the  court's  orders. ■'■ 

For  the  court  the  clerk  keeps  the  following  records: 

1,  Books  of  record  of  the  proceedings  and  judgments  of  the 
court  with  alphabetical  indexes  by  names  of  parties. 
Proceedings  are  recorded  at  length  only  in  cases  desig- 
nated by  law  or  when  the  court,  at  the  motion  and  as- 
sumption of  expenses  by  one  of  the  parties,  so  orders. 
In  practice,  the  coxirt  record  has  boen  broken  domi  from 
an  early  date  into  segregated  types  of  proceedings  and 
judgment  s . 

2,  "Plaintiff-Defendant  Index  to  Court  Records"  and  "Defend- 
ant-Plaintiff Index  to  Court  Records,"  intended  to  be 
separate  records,  but  frequently  combined  in  a  single 
vol-'jjne  with  the  two  indexes  segregated  in  each  vol-'i'ne, 

3,  A  general  docket  in  which  all  suits  are  entered  in  the 
order  they  are  comnenced. 

4,  A  judgment  and  execution  docket  containing  a  column  for 
the  entry  of  satisfaction  cr  other  disposition.  In 
practice,  an  execution  docket  is  frequently  set  up  in- 
dependently, 

5,  Additional  dockets,  designatcjd  as  the  clerk's,  judge's, 
and  bar  docket.  In  practice,  the  bar  docket  has  tended 
to  drop  out  of  use, 2 

6,  A  fee  book  in  which  costs  and  fees  are  to  be  entered 
under  the  proper  title  of  the  cause.  In  practice,  sei>- 
arate  series  of  volumes  are  maintained  under  these 
titles  of  causes, 

7,  Transcripts  of  proceedings  in  appeals  from  justices' 
courts,  dockets  thereof,  and  transcripts  of  judgment 
for  liens,  etc.,  from  justices'  courts, 

8,  Naturalization  records  including  petitions,  proceedings, 
final  certificates,  etc.  The  county  courts  in  Illinois 
prior  to  1906  met  the  requirement  of  Federal  statutes  to 
exercise  naturalization  jurisdiction,'^ 


1,  The  form  which  such  records  take  is  generally  determined  by  court 
order  (L.1849,  p,  66;  R. 3,1874.  p.  263). 

2,  The  Civil  Practice  Act  of  1933  grants  authority  to  county  courts, 
subject  to  rij.les  promulgated  by  the  Supreme  Court  and  not  inconsistent 
with  statutory  requirements,  to  make  such  rules  as  they  may  deem  ex- 
pedient, regulating  dockets  and  calendars  of  said  court  (L.193C,  p, 
786), 

3,  2  U.S.S.L,  153;  U.S.R.S. 1789-1874.  p.  378. 
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9.  Original  docjnents  used  in  court  hearings  jjid  determinations; 
of  particular  importance  in  the  large  number  of  cases  where 
complete  proceedings  are  not  spread  on  court  record.-^ 
10.  Monthly  reports  of  the  warden  of  the  county  Jail  containing 
a  list  of  all  prisoners  in  his  custody  and  showing  the 
cause  of  comnitrnent  and  nanes  of  persons  by  -rhom  committed. 2 


Proceedings  of  Court 

131.  IIJUEX  TO  COUNTY  COURT  RECORD  PLAIKTIiT  -  SSFEl'IDAlf T ,  1372—. 
10  V.  (1-5,  plaintiff;  1-5,  defendant). 

Index  to  Common  Law  Papers,  entry  132;  County  Court  Record  Special 
Assessment,  entry  154;  County  Court  Record  Common  Lav?,  entry  135;  (Crimi- 
nal Files),  entry  137;  County  Court  Record  Criminal,  entry  138;  and 
Ccanty  Court  Record,  entrj'  139,  showing  case  n-or.ber,  names  of  plaintiff 
and  defendant,  and  book  and  pa.ge  of  entry.  Arr.  alph.  by  nejnes  of  plaintiff 
and  defendant.  Hdw.  under  pr.  hdgs.   50C  p.  13  x  12  x  3.   Co.  clk.'s  vlt., 
3rd  fl. 

132.  C01.010H  LAW  PAPERS,  1872--.   217  f.b. 

Original  papers  in  common  law  cases,  includin,-^  praecipes,  declarations, 
petitions,  summonses,  citations,  subpoenas,  affidavits  of  witnesses,  pub- 
lication notices,  orders  of  court,  defendant's  answer,  demurrers,  pleas, 
replications,  rejoinders,  surrejoinders,  rebutters,  surrebutters,  venires 
for  jury,  challenges  to  the  poll  and  array  of  jurors,  evidence,  instinic- 
tions,  verdicts,  orders  allowing  and  overruling  motions  for  new  trial, 
judgments  on  verdict,  writs  of  supersedeas,  writs  of  error  from  and  ap- 
peals to  appellate  and  supreme  courts,  appeal  bonds,  and  final  orders  of 
appellate  and  supreme  court sj  including  special  assessment  papers  (side- 
walks), 1872-75,  1878--.  Also  contains  (Adoption  Papers) ,  1872-1910,  1912, 
entry  133.  Arr.  by  case  no.  For  index,  see  entry  131.  Hdr?. ,  hdw.  on  pr. 
fra.,  typed,  and  typed  on  pr.  fra.   10  x  5  x  14.   58  f.b.,  1872-95,  common 
vlt.,  5th  fl.;  159  f.b.,  1897--,  co.  clk.'s  vlt.,  3rd  fl. 
For  other  common  law  papers,  see  entr;'  87rviil. 

133.  (ADOPTICII  PAPERS),  1872--.   1872-1910,  1912—,  in  Common  La-" 
Papers,  entry  132;  1911  in  Miscellaneous  Papers,  entry  37. 

Original  documents  filed  in  adoption  cases,  including  petitions,  affidavits, 
complaints,  investigation  reports,  and  court  decrees.  Typad, 


1.  R.S.1845.  p.  523,324,414,418,419;  L.1865,  p.  79,30;  L. 1871-72.  p.  325; 
R.S.1874.  p.  262,263,339;  L.1877-,  p.  77;  L.1955,  p.  44.3,451; 

2  U.S.S.L.  153-55;  U. S.R. S. 1739-1874,  p.  378-30;  34U.S.S.L.  596-607; 
44  U.S.S.L.  709,710. 

2.  R. 3.1874.  p.  616;  L.1935,  p.  678. 
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134,  COUNTY  COUBT  RECOPB  SPECIAL  ASSESSI.ENT,  1892—.   20  v.  (S,  9,  11, 

14,  16,  18,  22,  23,  25,  26,  30,  31,  34,  35,  37,  40,  42,  47,  50,  51). 
1859-91  in  County  Court  Record,  entry  139. 
Record  of  objections  to  special  assessments,  shov/ing  type  of  special  assess- 
ment, purpose,  legal  description  of  property  assessed,  names  of  persons  ob- 
jecting to  assessment,  orders  of  court,  and  dates  of  proceedings.  Arr.  by 
date  of  objection.  For  index,  see  entry  131.  1892-1924,  hdw.;  1925—, 
typed.  400  p,  18  x  12  x  2.  Co.  clk.'s  vlt.,  3rd  fl. 

135*  COUNTY  COURT  RECORD  COMMON  UW,  1910—.   6  v.  (21,  27,  36,  44,  53, 
62).  1859-1909  in  County  Court  Record,  entry  139, 
Record  of  common  law  cases,  showing  case  number,  names  of  plaintiff,  defend- 
ant, attorneys,  and  officers  of  court,  action,  orders  of  court,  and  date  of 
proceedings.  Arr.  by  date  of  hearing.  For  index,  see  entry  131,   1910-24, 
hdw, J  1925 — ,  typed.  600  p.  18  x  12  x  3,  Co,  clk.'s  vlt.,  3rd  fl« 

136.  CRIMINAL  INDEX,  1932  —  .   1  v. 

Index  to  (Criminal  Files),  entry  137,  and  County  Court  Record  Criminal,  entry 
138,  showing  case  number,  name  of  defendant,  kind  of  action,  and  date  of  judg- 
ment, and  book  and  page  of  entry  in  record,  docket,  and  fee  book,  Arr.  alph. 
by  name  of  defendant,  Hdw,  under  pr,  hdgs,  600  p,  18  x  12  x  3.  Co,  clk.'s 
vlt.,  3rd  fl, 

137.  (CRIMINAL  FILES),  1873—.  128  f.b. 

Original  papers  in  criminal  cases,  including  indictments,  petitions  for 
habeas  corpus,  summonses,  subpoenas,  jury  venires,  challenges  to  the  poll 
and  array  of  jurors,  evidence,  instructions  to  jury,  exceptions  and  ob- 
jections to  instructions,  witness  affidavits,  orders  allowing  and  over- 
ruling motions  for  new  trial,  petitions  for  probation,  judgments  of  con- 
viction, writs  of  mittimus  and  supersedeas,  writs  of  error  from  appellate 
and  supreme  courts,  and  final  order  of  appellate  and  supreme  courts.  Also 
contains  Bonds  (Bail  and  Recognizance),  1873-1909,  entry  166,  Arr.  by  case 
no.  For  index,  1873-1931,  see  entry  131;  for  index,  1932--,  see  entry  136, 
Hdw,,  hdv;-.  on  pr,  fm,,  typed,  and  typed  on  pr.  fm.  10  x  5  x  14.  22  f.b,, 
1873-1919,  common  vlt.,  5th  fl,;  106  f.b.,  1920— ,  co,  clk.'s  vlt,,  3rd  fl. 
For  other  criminal  papers,  see  entry  87[vii], 

138.  COUNTY  COURT  RECORD  CRDilNAL,  1912—.   13  v.  (24,  28,  33,  38,  43, 
46,  48,  49,  52,  55,  57,  59,  61),   1859-1911  in  County  Court  Record, 
entry  139, 

Record  of  proceedings  in  criminal  cases,  showing  case  number,  term  of 
court,  names  of  plaintiff,  defendant,  and  officers  of  court,  nature  of 
charge,  action  taken,  and  orders  of  court,  Arr,  by  date  of  hearing. 
For  index,  1912-31,  see  entry  131;  for  index,  1932 — ,  see  entry  136. 
1912-24,  hdw,;  1925—,  typed,   600  p,  18  x  12  x  3,  Co,  clk.'s  vlt,,  3rd 
fl. 
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ings  of  Court 

139.   COUNTY  COURT  RECORD,  I859-I9II.   lU  v.  (l  not  numtered,  1-7, 
10,  12,  13,  15,  17,  19).   I8U9-58  in  Supervisors'  Record, 
entry  2. 
Record  of  proceedings  in  common  la^  and  criminal  cases,  showing  case 
number,  date  of  term,  names  of  plaintiff,  defendant,  and  officers  of  court, 
type  of  action,  proceedings  and  orders  of  court,  and  date  of  judgment. 
Also  contains  County  Court  Record  Special  Assessment,  1859-91*  entry  13^; 
Confession  Record  Vacation,  1859-77,  entry  lUO;  and  County  Court  Record 
Juvenile,  I859-I909,  entry  173 .   Subsequently  kept  as  County  Court  Record 
Common  Law,  entry  135»  aJ^d  County  Court  Record  Criminal,  entry  I38.   Arr. 
by  date  of  hearing.   I859-7I.  no  index;  for  index,  I872-I9II,  see  entry  I3I; 
for  additional  index  to  juvenile  records,  1907-9»  see  entry  I69.  Hdw. 
600  p.  18  X  12  X  3.   Co.  elk. 's  vlt. ,  3rd  fl. 

lUo.   COliFESPlON  RECORD  VACATION,  I878-I913.   2  v.  (l,  2).   1859-77  in 
County  Court  Record,  entry  139- 
Record  of  judgments  by  confession  in  vacation,  showing  names  of  plaintiff, 
defendant,  and  attorneys,  type  of  action,  judgment  of  court,  case  number, 
and  dates  of  confession  and  judgment.   Arr.  by  date  of  judgment.   Indexed 
alph.  by  name  of  defendant.   Hdrr.  on  pr.  fm.   590  p.  18  x  12  x  3.   Co. 
elk. 's  vlt. ,  3rd  fl. 

lUl.   INDEX  TO  INSAl'TE  RECORD,  ISSU — .   1  v. 
Index  to  Insane  Papers,  entry  IU2,  and  Insane  Record,  entry  1U3 ,  showing 
name  of  person  alleged  insane,  case  number,  and  book  and  page  of  entry. 
Arr.  alph.  by  name  of  person  alleged  insane.   Hdw.  under  pr.  hdgs.   3OO 
p.  18  X  13»x  1^.   Co.  elk. 's  vlt.,  3rd  fl. 

IU2.   INSANE  PAPERS,  188U— .   27  f.b. 
Original  papers  in  insanity  cases,  including  declaration  of  lunacy  signed 
by  petitioner,  medical  examination  and  report,  hearing  on  declaration,  re- 
port of  commission,  verdict  of  jury,  summonses,  affidavits  of  witnesses, 
and  orders  of  commitment;  includes  paoers  in  cases  of  feeble-minded, 
I9O8 — .   Arr.  by  ease  no.   For  index,  see  entry  lUl.   Hd-?.  ,  hdw.  on  pr.  fm.  , 
typed,  and  typed  on  pr.  fm.   10  x  5  x  lU.   Co.  clk.'s  vlt.,  3rd  fl. 

For  prior  petitions  of  insanity  and  warrants  for  arrest,  see  entry 
87 [ix]. 

IU3.   INSAME  RECORD,  I88U-I907,  1913~.   9  v.  (l,  2,  &-12) .   I8U9-83, 
I9O8-I2  in  Probate  Journal,  entry  192. 
Court  record  of  insanity  proceedings,  showing  names  of  judge,  clerk,  sher- 
iff, petitioner,  and  person  alleged  insane,  report  of  examining  committee, 
action  of  court,  lolace  of  commitment,  and  dates  of  proceedings.   Arr.  by 
date  of  hearing.  'For  index,  see  entry  lUl.   I88U-I925,  hdw.  ;  1926~, 
typed.   275  p.  18  X  13  X  3.   Co.  clk.'s  vlt.,  3rd  fl. 

lUU.   FEEBLE-MINDED,  I915— .   U  f.b. 
Original  court  orders  committing  feeble-minded  persons  to  institutions,  show- 
ing names  of  persons  declared  feeble-minded,  witnesses,  and  judge,  name  of 
institution,  case  number,  and  date  of  order.   Arr.  by  case  no.   No  index. 
Hdw.  on  pr.  fm.   10  x  5  x  lU.   Co.  clk.'s  vlt.,  3rd  fl. 

For  other  papers  concerning  cases  of  feeble-minded,  see  entry  87rix]. 
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145.  RECORD  OF  FESBLE-KIIJLED,    1916—.      2  v.    (l.    2). 

Record  of  cases  of  feeble-minded  persons,    showing  terra  date,    case  num- 
ber,   names  of  petitioner,  person  alleged  feeble-minded,    judge,    fJid  ex- 
amining commission,    report  of  commission,    orders  of  court,    and  dates  of 
petition  and  proceedings.     Arr.   by  date  of  petition.      Indexed  alph.  by 
narao  of  alleged  fecble-mindod  person.      1916-25,    hdw.   on  pr.    fm.;    1927—, 
typed  on  pr.    fm.      300  p.   18  x  13  x  3,      Co.    clk.'s  off.,    3rd  fl. 

146.  ALIMOinf  RECORD  (Separate  Maintenance),    1900--.      4  v. 

Record  of  moneys  paid  in  non-support  cases  pending  filing  of  divorce  and 
fixing  of  temporary  alimony  or  maintenance  payments,    showing  amount   fixed 
by  court,    date  and  amount  of  pe;,-mi3nt,   names  of  payor  and  payee,    and  signa- 
tTiTC  of  recipient.     Arr.   by  date  of  payment.      Indexed  slph.   by  name  of 
pc?yer.      Hdw.  under  pr.   hdgs.      300  p.   10  x  13  x  2^.      Co.    clk.'s  off.,    3rd 
fl. 

147.  (COURT  TESTIMOIIY),   1910-30.      20  pamphlets. 

Complete  transcripts  of  testimonies  presented  in  county  coxirt  cases, 
pleas  by  attorneys  to  jury,  and  decisions  of  court.  Arr.  by  data  of 
hearing.      No   index.      Typed.     9  x  11  x  ^.      Co.    clk.'s  vlt.,    3rd  fl. 

148.  JUSTICE  OF  THE  PEACE  RECORDS  (Files),  187^-1920.  3  wooden 
boxes.  Subsequent  files  in  custody  of  present  justices  of 
the  peace. 

Original  documents  filed  in  cases  rpporlcd  from  justice  of  the  peace 
courts,    including  attachments,    summonses,    witness   affidavits,  petitions, 
writs  of  forcible  entry  and  detniner,    and  transcripts  of  proceedings, 
Arr.   by  date  of  herxing.     Mo   index.     Hdw.,    and  hdw.   on  pr.   fm. 
14  X  13  X  24.      Common  vlt.,    5th  fl. 


Dockets 
Court  Dockets 

149.  JUDGE'S  CRIMINAL  DOCKET,   1883—.      27  v.    (3-6,    22  not  numbered). 
Judge' s  docket  of  criminal  cases,    showing  term  date,    case  number,    names 
of  defendant,    attorneys,    and  judge,    charge,    abstract  of  proceedings,    and 
book  and  page  of  entry  in  court  record  and  foe  book.     Arr.   by  date  of 
entry.     No    index.      Hdw.    under  pr.   hdgs.      600  p.     16  x  11  x  4.     V.    3-4, 
1883-1900,    common  vlt.,    5th  fl.;    v.   5,    5,    1901-9,   pro.    clk.'s  vlt.,    2nd 
fl,;    19  V.   not  numbered,    1910-32,    co.    clk.'s  vlt.,    3rd  fl.;    3  v,   not 
numbered,    1933 — ,    co.   clk.'s  off.,   3rd  fl, 

150.  JUDGE'S  DOaOT  COI-C^iON  LAW,    1888—.      10  v.    (F,    H,    I,    1888-1905; 
7  not  lettered,    1899—).     Missing:   1894-95, 

Judge' s  docket  of  common  law  cases,    showing  term  date  and  number  of 
case,    names  of  plaintiff,    defendant,    attorneys,    <?Jid  judge,    type  of  ac- 
tion,   abstract  and  dates  of  proceedings,    and  final   judgment  of  court. 
Arr.   by  date  of  entry.      No   index.      Hdv;.   under  pr.   hdgs.     300  p. 
16  X  12  X  3.     V.   F,    1888-93,    common  vlt.,   5th  fl.;    v,   H,    I,    1895-1905, 
pro.    clk.'s  vlt.,    2nd  fl,;    6  v.   not  lettered,    1899-1935,    co.    clk.'s 
vlt.,    3rd  fl.;    1  v,   not  lettered,    1935—,    co,    clk.'s  off.,    3rd  fl. 
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151.  JUDGE'S  INSAITE  DOCKET,  1893--.   6  v.  (2  not  numbered,  3-5).   1850- 
92  in  Judge's  Journal  (Docket),  entry  223. 

Judge's  docket  of  insanity  cases,  showing  case  number,  term  date,  nejne  of 
person  alleged  insane,  witnesses,  petitioner,  sjid  judge,  report  of  physi- 
cians, court  orders,  final  disposition  of  case,  place  of  commitment,  and 
ds.tes  of  proceedings.   Ai'r.  by  date  of  entr;'.   Indexed  alph.  by  name  of 
person  alleged  insane.   Kdw.  "inder  pr.  hdgs.   640  p.  18  x  13  x  3.   2  v.  not 
numbered,  1893-1908,  pro.  clk.'s  vlt.,  2ndfl.;  v.  3,  4,  1909-23,  co .  clk.'s 
vlt.,  3rd  fl.;  v.  5,  6,  1924— ,  co.  clk.'s  off.,  3rd  fl. 

152.  JUDGJiSNT  AlID  EXECUTION  DO CICET,  1901—.   9  v.  (F-H). 

Docket  of  judgments  and  executions,  showing  case  number,  names  of  plaintiff 
and  defendant,  amount  and  date  of  judgment,  costs,  date  of  execution,  and 
sheriff's  return  on  execution.   This  docket  vras  formerly  kept  as  Judgment 
Docket,  entry  153,  and  Execution  Docket,  entry  154.   Arr.  by  date  of  judg- 
ment.  Indexed  alph.  by  name  of  plaintiff.  Hdw.  under  pr.  hdgs.   500  p. 
18  X  13  X  3.   V.  F-K,  1901-27,  co.  clk.'s  vlt.,  3rd  fl.;  v.  L-N,  1923—, 
CO.  elk. 's  off . ,  3rd  fl. 

153.  JUDGJ.IEIIT  DOCKET,  1859-1900.   5  v.  (A-E)  .   1901—  in  Judgment  and 
Execution  Docket,  entry  152. 

Dockets  of  judgments,  showing  case  number,  najnes  of  plaintiff  and  defendant, 
action,  date,  amount  of  judgment  and  costs,  against  whom  judgment  entered, 
and  satisfaction.  Arr.  by  d-ate  of  judgment.   Indexed  alph.  by  name  of  plain- 
tiff. Kdw.  under  pr.  hdgs.   600  p.  18  x  13  x  3.   Co.  clk.'s  vlt.,  3rd  fl. 

154.  EXECUTION  DOCKET,  1859-1900.   3  v.  (A-C).   1901—  in  Judgment  and 
Execution  Docket,  entry  152. 

Docket  of  executions,  showing  case  number,  najnes  of  plaintiff  a^d  defendant, 
date  of  execution,  amount  of  danages  and  costs,  to  whom  issued,  and  sheriff's 
return.   Arr.  by  date  of  execution.   Indexed  alph.  by  name  of  plaintiff. 
Hdw.  uiider  pr.  hdgs.   600  p.  18  x  13  x  3.   Co.  clk.'s  vlt.,  3rd  fl. 

155.  SPECIAL  ASSESSIIEJIT  DOCKET,  1906—.   6  v.  Kissing:  1917-18. 
Docket  of  special  assessment  petitions  and  objections,  showing  tern  date, 
type  and  amount  of  special  assessment,  names  of  petitioners  and  objectors, 
court  proceedings,  and  final  decision.   Arr.  by  date  of  entry.   Ho  index. 
Hdw.  under  pr.  hdgs.   200  p.  18  x  11  x  2.   4  v. ,  1906-16,  1929-30,  co . 
clk.'s  vlt.,  3rd  fl.;  2  v.,  1919-28,  1931—,  co .  clk.'s  off.,  3rd  fl. 

156.  JUDGE'S  JUTEITILE  DOCKTOT,  1907—.   7  v.  (1-7).   1850-1906  in  Judge's 
Journal  (Docket),  entry  223. 

Judge's  docket  of  cases  of  delinquent,  dependent,  a.nd  neglected  children, 
showing  terra  date,  case  n'omber,  najnes  of  petitioner  and  juvenile,  action, 
a.bstract  and  dates  of  proceedings,  and  judge's  final  decision.   Arr.  by 
term  date.   Indexed  alph.  by  name  of  juvenile.   Hdw.  under  pr.  hdgs.  200  p. 
13.x  13  i  2.   y.  1-6,  1907-35,  co.  clk.'s  vlt.,  3rd  fl.;  v.  7,  1935—, 
CO.  clk.'s  off.,  3rd  fl. 
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157.  CLERZ'S  DOCKET,  1907—.   3  v. 

Clerk's  docket  of  county  court  cases,  showing  case  numlDer,  date  of 
commencement,  names  of  plaintiff,  defendant,  and  attorney,  and  type 
of  action.  Arr.  by  case  no.  No  index.   Hdw.  under  pr.  hdgs.  250  p. 
17  X  13  X  2|.   Co.  clk.'s  vlt.,  3rd  fl. 

158.  PRA3CIPS  DOCKST,  1918--.   1  v. 

Docket  of  praecipes  for  executions,  subpoenas,  and  summonses,  showing 
date  and  number  of  case,  names  of  plaintiff,  defendant,  and  clerk,  and 
date  of  filing.  Arr.  by  date  of  writ.  No  index.  Hdw.  on  pr.  fm. 
200  p.  12  X  8  X  2.   Co.  clk.'s  off.,  3rd  fl. 

159.  CHATTSL  MORTGAGE  DOCKET,  1901-32.   2  v. 

Docket  of  chattel  mortgages  acknowledged  by  county  judge,  showing  names 
of  mortgaigor  and  mortgagee,  date,  amount,  and  terms  of  mortgage,  and  list 
of  chattel  property  mortgaged.  Arr.  by  date  of  entry.  No  index.  Hdw, 
150  p.  14  X  8  X  1.  1  v.,  1901-23,  co.  clk.'s  vlt.,  3rd  fl.;  1  v.,  1924- 
32,  CO.  clk.'s  off.,  3rd  fl. 

160.  APPLICATION  DOCKET,  1910-16.  1  v.  Missing:  1912,  1914,  1915. 
Docket  of  applications  to  the  county  court  for  the  registration  of  voters 
of  the  City  of  Danville,  showing  date  and  number  of  application,  name  of 
applicant,  precinct  and  ward  numbers,  and  final  disposition  of  each  appli- 
cation. Arr.  by  date  of  ^plication.   No  index.  Hdw.  -under  pr.  hdgs. 
480  p.  18  X  13  X  2|,   Co.  clk.'s  vlt.,  3rd  fl. 

Justices'  Dockets  (See  also 
entries  257,  258) 

161.  JUSTICE  OF  PEACE  DOCKETS,  1839-1925.   27  v.  Missing:  1857-59. 
Current  records  are  in  the  custody  of  present  justices  of  the 
peace. 

Dockets  of  justice  of  the  peace  courts,  showing  term  date,  names  of 
plaintiff,  defendant,  justice,  and  attorneys,  type  of  action,  proceed- 
ings and  orders  of  the  court,  costs,  and  date.  Arr.  by  date  of  hearing. 
Indexed  alph.  by  name  of  plaintiff  and  defendant.  Hdw.,  and  hdw.  •under 
pr.  hdgs,  300  p,  14  x  9  x  2.  Common  vlt.,  5th  fl. 


Fee  Books 

162.   FEE  BOOK  INSANE  AND  JUVENILE,  1911--.   4  v.  (2.  6,  8,  14). 
1859-1910  in  Foe  Book,  entry  165. 
Register  of  fees  in  insane  and  juvenile  cases,  showing  name  of  alleged 
insane  or  juvenile,  type  of  action,  itemized  statement  of  fees  sjid.   cost, 
and  date  of  payment.  Arr.  by  date  of  receipt.   Indexed  alph.  by  name 
of  alleged  insane  or  juvenile.  Hdv/.  under  pr.  hdgs,  500  p.  18  x  13  x  3, 
V.  2,  6,  8,  1911-32,  CO.  clk.'s  vlt.,  3rd  fl.;  v.  14,  1933--,  co.  clk.'s 
off.,  3rd  fl. 
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Jury  Records 

163.  FES  BOOK  COMON  LAW,  1916—.   2  v.  (5,  ll).   1859-1915  in  Fee 
Book,  entry  165. 

Register  of  fees  in  common  1p,w  cases,  showing  names  of  plaintiff  and  defend- 
ant, type  of  action,  itemized  list  of  court  costs  and  fees,  and  date  of  pay- 
ment. Arr.  "by  date  of  receipt.   Indexed  alph.  by  name  of  plaintiff.  Hdw. 
under  pr.  hdgs.   600  p.  18  x  13  x  3.  V.  5,  1916-26,  co.  elk. ' s  vlt.,  3rd 
fl.;  V.  11,  1927--,  CO.  elk. 's  off.,  3rd  fl. 

164.  FES  BOOK  CRIMINAL,  1916—.   7  v.  (4,  7,  9,  10,  12,  13,  15). 
1859-1915  in  Fee  Book,  entry  165. 

Register  of  fees  in  criminal  cases,  showing  case  number,  nrme  of  defendant, 
nature  of  charge,  list  of  court  costs  and  fees,  and  date  of  payment.  Arr. 
by  date  of  receipt.   Indexed  alph.  by  nrjne  of  defendant.   Hdw.  under  pr. 
hdgs.   500  p.  18  X  13  X  2|.  V.  4,  7,  9,  1916-26,  co.  elk. ' s  vlt.,  3rd  fl.; 
V.  10,  12,  13,  15,  1927—,  co.  elk.  '  s  off.,  3rd  fl. 

165.  FEE  BOCK,  1859-1915.   13  v.  (A-K,  1859-1913;  1,  3,  1911-15). 
Register  of  county  court  fees  received,  showing  term  date,  najnes  of  plain- 
tiff and  defendrJit,  action,  court  costs,  amount  of  sheriff's  fjid  witness 
fees,  and  date  of  payment.   Subsequent  to  1911  and  1916  kept  respectively 
as  Fee  Book  Inspjie  rjid  Juvenile,  entry  162;  Fee  Bock  Common  Law,  entry  163; 
and  Fee  Book  Criminal,  entry  164.  Arr.  by  date  of  receipt.   Indexed  alph. 
by  name  of  plaintiff.  Hdw.  under  pr.  hdgs.  550  p.  18  x  13  x  3.   Co.  elk. '  s 
vlt.,  3rd  fl. 


Bonds 

166.  BONDS  (Bail  and  Recognizance),  1910—.   1  f.b.   1873-1909  in 
(Criminal  Files),  entry  137. 
Original  bail  and  recognizance  bonds  given  to  insure  appearance  in  court, 
showing  npjnes  of  principal  and  sureties,  date,  amoTint,  and  obligation  of 
bond,  and  dates  of  appearance  rjid  filing.  Arr.  by  date  of  filing.  No 
index.   Hdw.  on  pr.  fm.   13  x  6  x  13f.   Co.  clk.'s  vlt.,  3rd  fl. 

157.   BAIL  BOND  RECORD  -  RSCO'SNIZANCS  RECORD,  1872-1922.   3  v.  Missing: 
1878-1909,  1913-1916. 
Copies  of  bail  bonds,  showing  najnes  of  defendant  rjid  sureties,  amount,  date 
and  terms  of  bond,  and  date  of  appearance.  Arr.  by  date  of  bond.   Indexed 
alph.  by  name  of  surety.  Kdw.  on  pr.  fm.   500  p.  18  x  13  x  3-3.   Co.  clk.'s 
vlt.,  3rd  fl. 


J\iry  Records 
(See  also  entries  24,  87[xi],  132,  137,  248,  274,  275) 

168.  RECORD  LIST  OF  JURORS  AND  WITNESSES,  1924—.  1  v. 

Register  of  jurors  pjid  witnesses,  showing  case  number,  nrjnc  and  address  of 

juror  or  witness,  days  of  service,  mileage,  and  amount  of  payment.  Arr. 

by  date  of  case.  No  index.  Hdw.  under  pr.  hdgs.  200  p.  16  x  12  x  l-j. 
Co.  clk.'s  vlt.,  3rd  fl. 
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Probation 

Juvenile  (See  also 
entry  440) 

169.  INDEX  TO  COURT  RECORDS  JUVENILE,  1907—.   1  v. 

Index  to  juvenile  records  in  County  Court  Record,  entry  139;  Juvenile  Files, 
entry  170;  and  County  Court  Record  Juvenile,  entry  173,  showing  case  number, 
name  of  juvenile,  kind  of  action,  book  nnd  pngo  of  entry,  and  date.  Arr. 
alph.  by  name  of  juvenile.  Hdw.  under  pr.  hdgs.  300  p.  18  x  13  x  li. 
Co.  elk. 'a  vlt.,  3rd  fl. 

170.  JUVENILE  FILES,  1907 41  f.b.  1875-1906  in  Miscellr-jioaous 

Papers,  entry  87, 

Original  papers  in  cases  of  delinquent,  dependent,  and  neglected  children, 
including  s\iramonses,  petitions  to  court,  investigation  and  chronological 
supervision  reports,  cotirt  orders,  court  histories,  and  reports  '- n  changes 
of  placements,  ar.d  acceptance  or  discharge  of  childrer..  Arr.  by  case  no. 
For  index,  see  entry  159.  Hd?/.  on  pr.  fm.  10  x  5  x  14.  Co.  clk.'s  vlt., 
3rd  fl. 

171.  DELINQUENT  AND  DEPENDENT  CHILDREN  (Closed  Cases),  1914--.   4  boxes, 
3  bdl. 

Original  papers  filed  in  closed  cases  of  delinquent  and  dependent  children, 
including  suranonses,  petitions,  decrees,  records  of  supervision,  family  data, 
court  histories,  reports  on  family  investigations,  changes  of  placenent 
acceptance  of  children,  and  discharges.  No  obvious  arr.  No  index.  Hdw. 
and  typed  on  pr,  fm.   Boxes  12  x  24  x  36;  bdl.  9  x  14  x  15.  Common  vlt., 
5th  fl. 

172.  DELINqUENT  AND  DEPENDENT  CHILDREN  (Active  Cases),  1931—.   3  f.b. 
Original  papers  filed  in  active  cases  of  delinquent  and  dependent  children, 
including  summonses,  petitions,  decrees,  chronological  records  of  supervision, 
and  reports  on  changes  of  placement  and  acceptance  of  children.  Arr.  alph. 

by  name  of  child.  No  index.  Kdw.  and  typed  on  pr.  fm.  12  x  15  x  30.  Off. 
of  probation  officer,  5th  fl. 

173.  COUI.'TY  COURT  RECOFD  JUVENILE,  1910--.   10  v.  (20,  29,  32,  39,  41, 
4r^,  54,  56.  58,  60).   1859-1P09  in  County  Court  Record,  entry  139. 

Record  of  proceedings  in  cases  of  delinquency,  dependency,  and  neglected 
children,  showing  case  number,  term  date,  names  of  child,  petitioner,  and 
officers  of  court,  type  of  case,  court  orders,  and  dates  of  proceedings. 
Arr.  by  date  of  hearing.  For  index,  see  entry  169.   1910-1919,  hdw.; 
1920 — ,  typed,  and  typed  on  pr.  fm.  600  p.  18  x  12  x  3.  Co.  clk.'s  vlt., 
3rd  fl. 

Mothers'  Pensions  (See  also 
entry  9) 

174.  MOTHERS'  AID,  1926--.   1  f.b. 

Documents  concerning  mothers'  pension  cases,  showing  names  of  mother 
and  children,  ages  and  number  of  children,  date  of  application, '  and 
amount  and  date  of  payment.  Arr.  alph.  by  nsjne  of  mother.  No  index. 
Hdw.  on  pr.  fm.  18  x  24  x  30.  Off.  of  probation  officer,  5th  fl. 
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Inheritance  Tax 

175.  INKERITA-ICE  TAX  (Files),  1907—.   28  f-b.  (1-4,  24  not  numtered). 
Original  papers  filed  in  inheritance  tax  cases,  including  appraisers' 
reports  on  value  of  estates,  showing  case  number,  names  of  estate,  heirs, 
appraiser,  judge,  and  clerk,  date  of  report,  and  court  order  fixing 
amount  of  tax  assessment.  Arr .  by  case  no.  For  index,  1907-16,  see 
entry  176;  1917—,  no  index.  Hdw.  on  pr.  fn.   13  x  6  x  13|-.   Co.  clk.'s 
vlt.,  3rd  fl. 

176.  INDEX  TO  IirrfERITANCE  FILES,  1907-16.   1  v. 

Index  to  Inheritance  Tax  (Files),  entry  175,  showing  name  of  estate  and 
file  box  number.  Arr.  alph.  by  name  of  estate.  Hdw.  under  pr.  hdgs. 
50  p.  7-1   X  4i  X  -i.   Co.  clk.'s  vlt.,  3rd  fl. 

177.  TAX  INHERITANCE  RSCOHD,  1899—.   3  v.  (1-3). 

Record  of  inheritance  taxes  levied  on  decedents'  estates,  showing  case 
number,  names  of  estate,  attorneys,  heirs,  and  appraiser,  dates  of  death 
and  hearing,  appraiser's  estimate  of  value  of  estate,  amount  of  tax 
assessment,  clerk's  foes,  deductible  allowance,  disbursements,  exemptions, 
and  tax  rate.   Arr.  by  date  of  hearing.   Indexed  alph.  by  name  of  estate. 
1899-1924,  hdw.  on  pr.  fm.;  1925—,  t^rped  on  pr.  fa.   530  p.  18  x  13  x  3. 
Co.  elk. 's  vlt.,  3rd  fl. 

178.  INHERITAITCS  TAX  DOCKET,  1899—.   3  v.  (2  not  numbered,  3). 
Docket  of  inheritance  tax  cases,  showing  case  momber,  names  of  estate, 
heirs,  judge,  and  appraiser,  value  of  estate,  amount  of  tax  assessments, 
and  date.  Arr.  by  date  of  hearing.   Indexed  alph.  by  name  of  estate. 
Hdw.  under  pr.  hdgs.   350  p.  18  x  12  x  2.   Co.  clk.'s  off.,  3rd  fl. 

Naturalization 
(See  also  entries  281-285) 

179.  NATURALIZATION  PAPERS,  1875-1905.   5  f.b. 

Original  naturalization  papers  filed  in  county  court,  including  decla** 
rations  of  intention,  certificates  of  arrival  in  the  United  States,  oaths 
of  allegiance,  petitions  for  final  certificate,  and  orders  of  court 
granting  citizenship.   Arr.  alph.  by  name  of  applicant.  No  index.  Hdw., 
and  hdw.  on  pr.  fm.   10  x  5  x  14.   Co.  clk.'s  vlt.,  3rd  fl. 

180.  NATURALIZATION  RECORD  FIRST  PAPERS,  1868-1908.   1  v. 

Record  of  declarations  of  intention,  showing  name,  age,  address,  nativity, 
and  occupation  of  alien,  number  of  years  of  residence  in  Illinois  and 
the  United  States,  oath  of  allegiance,  and  dates  of  declaration,  filing, 
and  oath.   Arr.  by  date  of  filing.   Indexed  alph.  by  nrjne  of  alien.   Hdw. 
on  pr.  fm.   600  p.  18  x  13  x  3.   Co.  clk.'s  vlt.,  3rd  f 1 . 
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181.  NATURALIZATION  RECORD  FIKAL,    1866-1906.      5  v.    (A-D,    1). 
Record   of  final  certificates   of  naturalization,    showing  names   of 
alien,    judge,    sheriff,   end  clerk,    oath  of  allegiance,    order  of  court, 
signatures   of  witnesses,   and  dates   of  oath  and  final  certificate,     Arr. 
by  date   of  certificate.      Indexed  alph.   hy  name   of  applicant.     Hdw,   on  pr. 
fm.      600  p.   18  X  13  X  3.     Co.   clk.'s  vlt.,    3rd   fl. 

182.  NATURALIZATION  RECORD  SOLDIERS  AND  I^SINORS,    1868-1906.      3  v. 
(l  not  lettered,    B,    1  not  lettered). 

Record  of  minors'  and  soldiers'    petitions  Qnd    final  certificates   of 
naturalization,    shovj-ing  name,   age,   and  nativit;^  of  alien,    renunciation 
of  allegiance  to  foreign  povrer,    oath  of  allegiance  to  the  United  States, 
dates   of  declaration,   petition,   and  final  certificate,   and  service 
record  of  soldier.     Arr.  by  date  of  certificate.      Indexed  alph.   by 
name   of  alien.      Hdv:.   on  pr.    fir..      500  p.    18  x  13  x  2-^.      Co,   clk.'s 
Tit.,   3rd  fl. 

183.  NATURALIZATION  DOCKET,    1903-6.      1  v. 

Docket  of  naturalization  cases,    showing  date  and  number  of  application, 
name  of  alien,   book  and  pa.-:e  of  entry  in  record,   and  orders   of  court. 
Arr.  by  date   of  entry.      Indexed  alph.  by  name  of  applicant.     Hdw.  under 
pr.  hdgs.     146  p.   18^  x  12  x  2.     Pro.   clk.'s  vlt,,    2nd  fl. 


V.      PROBATE  COURT 


Jurisdiction  in  probate  matters   in  Vermilion  County  was  vested  in  a 
separate   probate   court  from  1826  to  1849.      The   judge   of  probate  was  ap- 
pointed by  the   General  Assembly  and  held  office   during  good  behavior. 1 
In  1837  it  yisis  provided  that  the  probate  court  be  held  in  each  coionty  by 
a  probate  justice   of  the  peace  who  was  elected  by  the   county  electorate 
for  a    four-year  term;2  the  term  was  reduced  in  1847  to  two  years .3     The 
jurisdiction  of  the  probato   court  v;-as  transferred  to  the  newly  created 
county  court  in  1849,*     This   situation  rerained  unchanged  in  all  counties 
throughout  the   second  constitutional  period.      In  1870  the  State  of 
Illinois  adopted  a  new  constitution  which  authorized  the   C-eneral  Assembly 
to  provide  for  the  establishment  of  a   separate  probate   court  in  counties 
having  a  population  of  mere  than  fifty   thousand.^     The  enabling  legisla- 
tion,  enacted  seven  years   later,    set  the  population  requirement  at  one 


1.  L.1821,  p.  119;  L.1823,  p.  132;  L.1825,  p.  87. 

2.  L.183G-57,  p.  176.   The  first  probate  justice  was  elected  for  a  two- 
year  term,  the  four-year  term  becoming  effective  in  1839. 

3.  L.1845,  p.  28.  Effective  in  1847. 

4.  Constitution  of  1848,  Art.  V,  sec.  16,18;  L.1849,  p.  65. 

5.  Constitution  of  1870,  Art.  VI,  sec.  20, 
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hundred  thousand;^  in  1S81  the  figure  was  reduced  to  seventy  thousand.^ 
Present  legislation  nakes  the  establishner t  of  a  separate  -orobate  coiirt 
mandatory  in  counties  having  eighty-five  thousand  or  more  inhabitants, 
and  optional  in  those  counties  i^ith  a  pOt:5ulation  of  bct\''ecn  seventy  thou- 
sand and  eighty-five  thousand. 3  Vermilion  County  attained  the  lower 
population  requirement  in  1910,  and  a  separate  -orobate  court  was  establish- 
ed in  1910. 

The  court's  inctinbent,  the  probate  judge,  is  required  by  constitu- 
tional -orovision  and  subsequent  legislation  to  be  elected  at  the  sane  time 
and  in  the  same  manner  as  the  county  judge.   His  term  of  office  is  four 
years. ^  Originally  his  salary  was  fixed  by  the  county  board; 5  ho^7ever, 
in  1925.  it  vras  provided  that  in  counties  having  less  th?_n  five  hundred 
thousand  inhabitants  the  salary  of  the  n rebate  judge  sho\ild  be  $5,000  a 
year,  paj'able  in  monthly  instruments  from  the  county  treasury,"  Vlhen  a 
vacpiicy  occurs  in  the  office  of  -prob-itc  judge  and  the  unexuired  tern  is 
less  than  one  year,  the  Governor  fills  the  vacancy  by  appointnent,  other- 
wise, a  new  election  is  held, 1 

As  enunciated  by  the  present  constitution  and  the  enabling  legisla- 
tion the  jurisdiction  of  the  court  extends  to  all  -orobate  natters,  the 
settlement  of  estates  of  deceased  persons,  the  sp-oointnent  of  guardians 
and  conserva.tors  and  settlenents  of  their  acccjints;  in  all  natters  relat- 
ing to  rTpprentices,  and  in  cases  of  smiles  of  renl  estate  of  deceased  per- 
sons for  payment  of  debts. 8 

Originally,  the  court  r-as  required  to  hold  monthly  sessions; 9  hovrever, 
since  1933  there  have  been  no  stated  terms,  the  court  being  always  open 
for  the  transaction  of  probate  and  other  business,  except  that  the  court 
may  adjourn  from  time  to  tine  at  its  discretion.    The  court  is  given 
power  to  impanel  a  jury  for  the  trial  of  issues  or  np.tters  of  fact  in  any 
matter  pending  before  it  and  has  power  to  co^^pel  the  attendance  of  jurors 
and  witnesses. •^■'-  County  and  probate  judges  ma,y  interchange  with  each  other, 
hold  court  for  each  other  and  perform  each  other'spduties  in  their  own 
or  any  other  county  when  necessary  or  convenient.    The  prob-^^te  judge  is 


1.  1.1877.  p.  79. 

2.  L.1881,  p.  72. 

3.  L.I933.  p.  1+5.3. 

U.  Constitution  of  1870,  Art.  VI,  sec.  20;  L.I877,  p.  80. 

5.  L.1877.  -D.  83. 

6.  L.1925.  p.  33^. 

7.  L.I877,  p.  8U. 

8.  Constitution  of  IS7O,  Art.  VI,  sec.  20;  L.1877,  p.  80. 

9.  L.1877,  p.  80. 

10.  L.I933.  V.   U59. 

11.  L.1877.  p.  80;  L.I933.  p.  ^60. 

12.  L.I903,  n.  153. 
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prohibited  from  acting  as  attorney  or  solicitor  for  any  administrator,  ex- 
ecutor, heirs,  or  other  person  (xinless  an  officer  of  the  court)  interested 
in  the  estate  of  .any  deceased  person,  or  to  aid,  advise,  or  assist  in  the 
preparation  of  any  petition,  report,  or  other  document  which  is  to  be  filed 
or  recorded  in  the  court  in  which  he  is  judge. ^  When  the  probate  judge  is 
an  interested  party  in  any   estate  to  be  probated  in  his  court,  the  county 
judge  shall  have  jurisdiction  in  the  mr-.tter  unless  he  shall  also  be  inter- 
ested, in  which  case  the  matter  is  taken  to  the  circuit  court  of  the 
county  for  probate.   If,  however,  the  probate  judge  is  interested  only 
as  a  creditor,  no  chginge  may  be  inad.e  except  in  relation  to  his  claim. 2 

Appeals  may  be  taken  from  the  final  orders,  judgments,  and  decrees 
of  the  probate  court  to  the  circuit  court  of  the  county  except  in  pro- 
ceedings in  applications  of  executors,  adndnistrators,  guardirjis,  and 
conservators  for  the  sale  of  real  estate.  The  appellant  must  give  bond 
and  security  in  such  amount  and  upon  such  condition  as  the  court  shall 
require. 3 

Aiding  the  court  in  its  jurisdiction  over  tho  administration  of 
intestate  estates  and  the  gu-ardiejiship  of  minors,  are,  respectively, 
the  public  administrator  and  the  public  guardian.  Each  officer  is 
appointed  quadrennially  by  tho  Governor  with  the  advice  end  consent  of 
the  senate.  The  public  administrator  and  public  guardiaui  are  required 
to  enter  into  bonds  set  and  approved  by  the  probate  court  in  sums  not 
less  than  $5,000.^  Their  duties  are  performed  under  the  direction  and 
orders  of  the  court.  The  records  that  result  from  their  prescribed 
duties  appear  ^jnong  the  records  of  the  court  with  those  of  other  admin- 
istrators, executors,  and  guardians. 

When  there  is  no  relative  or  creditor  who  will  administer  an  intes- 
tate estate,  the  court  commits  the  administration  to  the  public  adminis- 
trator upon  application  of  any  person  interested  in  the  deceased  estate. 5 
If  a  widow,  next  of  kin,  or  creditor  of  the  deceased  appears  within 
six  months  after  the  administration  is  granted  to  the  public  administrator, 
the  coxirt  then  revokes  its  grsint  of  administration  to  the  public  adminis- 
trator and  orders  letters  of  administration  granted  to  such  person  inter- 
ested in  the  estate.   If,  after  all  debts  fjid  charges  against  the  estate 
which  have  been  presented  within  two  years  after  the  administration  of  the 
estate  was  committed  to  such  public  administrator  are  fully  paid,  any 
balance  of  the  intestate  estate  remains,  the  administrator  causes  a  notice 


1.  L.1917,  p.  527,328. 

2.  L.1877,  p.  81;  L.1933,  p.  450. 

3.  L.1877.  p.  81. 

4.  L.1B25.  p.  70-72;  R. 1.1829.  p.  208;  R.L.1B33,  p.  527,628;  R.S.1845. 
p.  548;  L. 1871-72,  p.  89;  1.1881,  p.  3;  L.1889,  p.  165. 

5.  R.L.1833.  p.  628;  R.S.1845,  p.  548;  L. 1871-72.  p.  89. 
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to  be  published  requiring  persons  still  having  claims  against  the  es- 
tate to  present  them  to  the  co-onty  court  within  six  months.   If  no 
claims  are  presented,  the  balance  is  paid  into  the  county  treasury, 
upon  the  expiration  of  the  six-month  period,  the  county  remaining 
answerable  to  any  futiure  claims. •'- 

As  already  noted,  the  court  has  authority  to  appoint  guardians  of 
minor  heirs  of  deceased  persons,^  In  cases  where  the  minor  is  under 
fourteen  years  of  age  the  court  appoints  his  guardian.   When  the  minor 
is  over  fourteen  he  may  nominate  his  ovm  guardian,  subject  to  the  approv- 
al of  the  court. 3  Under  the  direction  of  the  co\irt,  the  gup.rdian  is  re- 
sponsible for  the  custody,  nurture,  pnd.   tuition  of  his  ward  paid  the  care 
and  management  of  his  estate.   The  court  mcy  assign  the  guardianship  of 
the  estate  to  one  guardian  and  the  custody  and  tuition  of  the  ward  to 
another. 4  Within  sixty  days  after  his  appointment,  the  guardian  retvirns 
to  the  probate  court  a  complete  inventory  of  the  real  and  personal  estate 
of  the  ward  in  the  form  prescribed  by  law,^  At  the  end  of  the  first  year 
of  his  appointment,  and  every  three  years  thereafter,  he  makes  a  settle- 
ment of  his  accounts.  When  his  trust  is  completed  or  upon  the  death  of 
the  ward,  the  guardian  makes  final  settlement  and  delivers  over  to  per- 
sons entitled  to  them,  the  property  and  papers  in  his  hajids  as  guardian." 
Upon  failure  of  a  guardian  appointed  by  the  court  to  act  within  three 
months  in  this  ca.pacity,  the  court  commits  the  guardianship  of  the  minor 
to  the  public  guardian.'''   The  latter'  s  records  appear  with  those  of  other 
guardians.   Jurisdiction  in  the  matter  of  appointing  conservators  for  the 
estates  of  lunatics,  idiots,  spendthrifts,  pjid  drunkards  is  vested  in  the 
probate  court  in  all  counties  maintaining  a  separate  probate  court. ° 

In  any  county  having  a  population  of  more  than  seventy  thousand  and 
less  than  two  hundred  thousand,  the  judge  of  the  probate  court  may  appoint 
a  shorthand  reporteir  to  take  full  stenographic  notes  of  the  evidence  in 
making  proofs  of  heirships,  in  the  probating  of  wills,  and  in  all  other 
cases  coming  before  the  court  when  so  directed  by  the  judge.   Such  re- 
porter holds  his  position  at  the  pleasure  of  the  judge,  but  his  term  of 
service  may  not  extend  beyond  that  of  the  appointing  judge. ^  Another 


1. 

H.S.1845,   p.    549;    L. 1871-72,    p.    89,90. 

2. 

L.1831,    p.   100;    L.1835,    p.    36;    R.S.1845,   p.    265,266;    L. 1873-74. 

p.    107;    L.1919,    p.    583;    L.1931,    p.   618;    L.1937,    p.   660. 

3. 

Ibid. 

4. 

L.1871-72,    V.    469;    L.1877,    p.    114. 

5. 

L.1919,   p.   582;    L.1933,   p.    644. 

6, 

L.1871-72,   p.    471;    L.1919,    p.    583;    L.1929,   p.   506. 

7. 

L.1889,   p.   165. 

8. 

L.1919,   p.   593. 

9. 

Ibid.,   p.   417. 
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ministerial  officer  of  the  court  is  the  sheriff  who  is  required  to  attend, 
in  person  or  by  deputy,  all  sessions  of  the  court,  to  preserve  order,  and 
execute  all  legal  commands  and  process. ^ 

The  early  probate  judge,  1821  to  1837,  and  the  probate  Justice  of  the 
peace,  1837  to  1849,  each  performed  the  ministerial  function  of  the  probate 
clerk,2  When   probate  jurisdiction  was  transferred  to  the  county  court  at 
its  creation  in  1849,  the  clerk  of  that  court  served  as  ex-officio  probate 
clerk. 3  This  situation  obtained  in  Vemilion  County  until  1910  when  a 
separate  probate  court  was  established.  Since  that  year,  by  statutory  pro- 
vision,'^ the  court  has  had  its  otm  clerk,  an  elected  officer  whose  term  of 
office,  like  that  of  the  probate  judge,  is  four  years.  He  is  required  to 
give  bond  with  two  or  more  sureties,  to  be  approved  by  the  probate  judge,  in 
the  sum  of  not  less  than  $5,000,^  The  clerk  is  required  to  attend  all  ses- 
sions of  court,  issue  all  process,  preserve  all  the  files  and  papers  of  the 
court,  make,  keep,  and  preserve  complete  records  of  all  the  proceedings  and 
determinations  of  the  court,  and  perform  all  other  duties  pertaining  to  his 
office  as  required  by  law  or  rules  and  orders  of  his  court.  He  is  re- 
quired to  enter  of  record  all  judgments,  decrees,  and  orders  of  the  court. 
In  the  performance  of  these  duties  he  may,  when  necessary,  appoint  depu- 
ties for  whose  acts  he  is  responsible,^  In  all  matters  concerning  the 
probate  of  estates  of  deceased  persons,  the  granting  of  letters  testa- 
mentary or  of  administration,  letters  of  guardianship,  the  manner  of  keep- 
ing court  records,  the  form  of  docket  entries,  journals,  fee  books,  mem- 
orandums, and  process,  and  the  recording  of  papers  and  documents,  the 
clerk  is  required  to  be  governed  by  and  follow  all  laws  concerning  similar 
matters  in  the  county  court  of  the  state,''' 

The  major  records  of  the  probate  court  kept  by  the  clerk  are  the  fol- 
lowing: 

1.  Journal  of  all  judicial  proceedings  and  determinations  of 
the  judge, 

2,  A  judgment  docket  with  a  direct  and  an  indirect  index: 
former,  by  name  of  claimant  against  estate;  latter,  by 
estate.  In  practice,  the  requironent  of  two  indexes  often 
leads  to  two  dockets. 


1.  L.1877,  p.  81. 

2.  L.1821,  p.  119,120;  R.L.1829,  p.  215;  L.1831,  p,  192;  L.1837,  p,  177, 
178;  R.S,1845.  p.  427,428, 

3.  Constitution  of  1848,  Art.  V,  sec.  16,18;  L.1849,  p.  63-65;  R.S,1874, 
p,  339,340, 

4.  1.1877.  p.  82. 

5.  Ibid." 

6.  Ibid. 

7.  Ibid,,  p,  83. 
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3,  Books  for  recordation  of  bonds  and  letters  of  administrat- 
ors, executors,  guardians,  and  conservators;  appraisement 
and  sale  bills;  widows'  relinquishment  and  selection  of 
property;  wills  and  their  probate;  annual  and  final  reports 
of  administrators,  executors,  guardians,  and  conservators. 
Generally,  each  category  of  these  probate  business  matters 
is  recorded  separately,  but  the  segregation  is  not  always 
carefully  maintained. 

4,  Separate  dockets  of  unsettled  estates  and  claims  against 
estates,  and  a  ledger  of  the  accounts  of  executors,  ad- 
ministrators, and  guardians.  Note  that  the  dockets  of 
probate  business  matters  axe  separated  from  dockets  of 
court  proceedings,  just  as  are  the  books  of  recordation  of 
the  two  categories;  the  intention  of  the  law  to  make  this 
distinction  is  further  shown  in  its  granting  the  clerk, 
during  vacation  of  the  court,  power  to  receive  petitions, 
accept  bonds,  grant  letters  testamentary,  etc. 

5,  Files  of  original  documents  not  subject  to  recordation; 
indexes  to  such;  records  of  office  transactions  in  pur- 
suance of  the  court' s  orders  to  the  clerk,  necessary  in 
the  latter' s  settlement  with  that  body.-'- 


Proceedings  of  Court 
General 

184,  DECSASSD  ESTATES,  INDEX  TO  BOXES  AND  PROBATE  JOURNAL,  1826 — . 
1  V. 

Index  to  files  and  records  of  decedents'  estates  in  Estate  Papers,  en- 
try 187,  and  Probate  Journal,  entry  192,  showing  name  of  estate,  and 
file  box  and  book  and  page  numbers.  Arr.  alph.  by  name  of  estate.  Kdw, 
under  pr.  hdgs.   700  p.  18  x  13  x  3|.  Pro.  clk.'s  vlt.,  2nd  fl. 

185.  MINOR  ESTATE,  INDEX  TO  BOXES  AND  PROBATE  JOURNAL,  1826— .   1  v. 
Index  to  files  and  records  of  minors'  estates  in  Guardian  Papers  (Estate 
Papers),  entry  189,  and  Probate  Journal,  entry  192,  showing  name  of  minor, 
book  and  page  of  entry,  and  file  box  number.  Arr.  alph.  by  name  of  minor, 
Hdw.  under  pr.  hdgs.  500  p.  IB  x  13  x  2|.  Pro.  clk.'s  vlt.,  2nd  fl. 


1.   L.1821.  p.  119,120;  R.L.1829,  p.  215,231;  L.1837,  p.  429;  R.S.1845, 

193;  L.1859,  p.  92-94;  R.S.1874.  p. 


p.  427,428;  L.1851.  p. 
L.ie77,  p.  53;  L.1933,  p. 


260-65; 


293. 
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185.   INCOMPETEilT  ESTATES,  INDEX  TO  BOXES  AND  PROBATE  JOURNAL,  1826 — . 

1  V. 

Index  to  files  and  records  of  incompetent  persons'  estates  in  (Estate  Papers 
in  Cases  of  Incompetents),  entry  188,  and  Probate  Journal,  entry  192, 
showing  name  of  ward,  file  box  number,  and  book  and  pp^e  of  entry.  Arr.  alph. 
by  n?jne  of  ward.  Hdw.  under  pr .  hdgs.   600  p.  18  x  13  x  3.  Pro.  clk.'s 
vlt.,  2nd  fl. 

187.  ESTATE  FAPSRS,  1826--.   493  f.b.  (1-493). 

Files  of  miscellaneous  papers  in  probate  cases,  including  petitions,  oaths, 
bonds,  and  letters  of  administration  and  executorship,  wills,  proofs  of  will, 
accounts  current  and  final,  inventory,  appraisement,  and  sale  bills,  and 
widows'  selections.  Also  contains  Claims,  1826-1909,  entry  190,  and  Assign- 
ments and  Appeal  Sends,  1826-1920,  entry  191.  Arr.  by  date  of  document. 
For  index,  see  entry  184.  Hdu. ,  typed,  and  hdw.  and  typed  on  pr.  fra. 
10  X  5  X  13.  Pro.  clk.'s  vlt.,  2nd  fl. 

188.  (ESTATE  PAPERS  IN  CASES  OF  INCOMPETENTS),  1826 42  f.b.  (1-42). 

Probate  files  of  papers  in  cases  of  estates  of  incompetent  persons,  includ- 
ing court  summonses,  verdicts  of  jury  as  to  incompetency,  petitions  to  appoint 
conservator,  bonds,  letters,  and  oaths  of  conservators,  reports,  inventories 
and  appraisements,  and  sale  bills.  Arr.  by  case  no.  For  index,  see  entry 
186.  Hdw.,  typed,  and  hdw.  and  typed  on  pr.  fm.   10  x  5  x  13.  Pro.  clk.'s 
vlt. ,  2nd  fl. 

189.  GUARDIAN  PAPERS  (Estate  Papers).  1826--.   100  f.b.  (I-IOO). 
Files  of  original  documents  in  cases  of  minors'  estates,  including  guard- 
ians' petitions,  bonds,  oaths  and  letters,  inventories,  aripraisements,  and 
sale  bills,  reports,  petitions  for  sale  of  real  estate,  and  final  settle- 
ments. Arr.  by  case  no.  For  index,  see  entry  186.  Hdw.,  typed,  and  hdw. 
and  typed  on  pr.  fra.   10  x  5  x  13.   Pro.  clk.'s  vlt.,  2nd  fl. 

190.  CLAIMS,  1910—.  2  f.b.  1826-1909  in  Estate  Papers,  entry  187. 
Claims  filed  against  estates  showing  names  of  estate  and  claimant,  date, 
purpose,  aJid  ajnount  of  claim,  and  date  of  filing.  Arr.  by  date  of  claim. 
No  index.  Hdw.  on  pr.  fm.  10  x  5  x  13.  Pro.  clk.'s  vlt.,  2nd  fl. 

191.  ASSI&NIENTS  AND  APPEAL  BOiTOS,  1921~.   2  f.b.   1826-1920  in 
Estate  Papers,  entry  187. 

Copies  of  assignments  of  estates,  showing  legal  description  and  value  of 
property  assigned,  date  of  assignment,  signature  of  assignee;  appeal 
bonds  showing  date,  amount,  and  obligations  of  bond,  names  of  sureties 
and  clerk,  and  date  of  filing.  Arr.  by  date  of  assignnent.  No  index. 
Hdw.  on  pr.  fm.  10  x  5  x  13.  Pro.  clk.'s  vlt.,  2nd  fl. 
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192.  PROBA'EE  JOURNAL,  1826--.   113  v.  (A-I,  1  not  labeled,  K-Z,  1-15, 
17-20,  22-27,  29-90). 

Journal  of  proceedings  of  cases  in  probate  court  including  widows'  re- 
linq\iishraents,  1826-1901,  1903 — ,  showing  names  of  petitioner,  estate, 
h«irs,  witnesses,  and  officers  of  coiirt,  petitions,  proceedings  on  claims, 
decrees,  orders  of  court,  and  date.  Also  contains  Insane  Record,  1849-83, 
1908-12,  entry  143;  Assignment  Record,  1826-76,  1900 — ,  entry  193;  Admin- 
istrators' Records,  Oaths,  Bonds  and  Letters,  1826,  entry  197;  Record  of 
Miscellaneous  Bonds  pjid  Letters,  1826,  entry  198,  including  Record  of  Mis- 
cellaneous Bonds  ?Jid  Letters  Will  Annexed,  entry  200,  and  De  Bonis  Non 
Bonds  and  Letters,  entry  201;  Bonds  For  Sale  of  Real  Estate  Administrator 
and  Oviardian,  1826-97,  entry  199;  Guardians'  Record  Bonds  and  Letters, 
1826,  entry  202;  Executors'  Record,  Bonds  and  Letters,  1825,  entry  203; 
Conservators'  Record,  Oaths,  Bonds  and  Letters,  1826-85,  entry  204;  Heir- 
ship Record,  1826-1934,  entry  205;  Co-partnership  Record  Inventory  and 
Sale,  1826-75,  entry  209;  Appraisement  Record,  1826-56,  entry  210;  Widows' 
Selection  Record,  1826-81,  entry  211;  Sales  Record,  1826-56,  entry  212,  in- 
cluding Inventory  Record,  entry  206,  which  in  turn  includes  Ouardian  Inven- 
tory Record,  entry  207;  Private  Sales  Record,  1826-56,  entry  213;  Deceased 
Report  Record,  1826-81,  entry  214,  including  Report  of  Distribution  (De- 
ceased Estates),  entry  216;  Guardians'  and  Conservators'  Report  Record, 
1826-81,  entry  217,  including  Report  of  Distribution  Record  -  Minors,  De- 
ceased (Incompetent),  entry  218;  Miscellaneous  Report  Record,  1826-1920, 
entry  219;  and  Probate  Judgment  Docket,  1826-64,  entry  228.  Arr.  by  case 
no.  For  indexes,  see  entries  184,  185,  186.  1826-1915,  hdw. ;  1916 — , 
typed.  50  -  550  p.  14  x  8  x  |  -  16  x  12  x  2.  Pro.  elk. ' s  vlt.,  2nd  fl. 

193.  ASSIGNIjENT  RECORD,  1877-99.   2  v,  (l,  2).   1826-76,  1900—  in 
Probate  Journal,  entry  192. 

Record  of  assignments  of  lands,  chattels,  and  personal  effects  of  estates 
to  be  sold  for  the  benefit  of  creditors,  showing  names  of  estate  assignee, 
debtors  and  assignee's  sureties,  list  and  value  of  property,  list  and 
value  of  exempt  articles,  name  and  address  of  creditors,  amount  of  claims, 
report  of  assets  of  debtor  against  claims  of  creditor,  and  date.  Arr.  by 
ce>se  no.   Indexed  alph.  by  name  of  estate.  Hdw.  550  p.  18  x  12  x  3.  Pro. 
elk. 's  vlt.,  2nd  fl." 

Wills,  Bonds,  Letters  (See 
also  entrir   187) 

194.  OLD  WILLS,  1895—.   3  f.b.  (A-C). 

Files  of  wills  not  probated,  showing  names  of  deceased,  heirs,  witnesses, 
and  executor,  disposition  of  estate,  and  dates  of  will  and  filing.   Arr. 
by  date  of  filing.  No  index.  Hdw.,  and  hdw.  on  pr.  fm.  10  x  5  x  13. 
Pro.  elk. 's  vlt.,  2nd  fl. 
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195.  '»YILL  RECORD,  1827--,  21  v.  (A-U). 

Copies  of  v/ills,  applications  to  probate  wills,  and  proofs  of  death,  show* 
ing  names  of  deceased,  heirs,  witnesses,  petitioner,  clerk,  and  executor, 
dates  of  death,  will,  hearing,  proof  of  will,  filing,  and  recording,  and 
disposition  of  estate.  Also  contains  Administrators'  Records,  Oaths, 
Bonds  and  Letters,  1827-54,  entry  197;  Record  of  Miscellaneous  Bonds  and 
Letters,  1827-72,  entry  198,  including  Record  of  L'iscollanoous  Bonds  end 
Letters  Will  Annexed,  entry  200,  and  De  Bonis  Non  Bonds  and  Letters,  entry 
201;  Guardians'  Record  Bonds  and  Letters,  1827-55,  entry  202;  and  Executors' 
Record,  Bonds  and  Letters,  1827-65,  entry  203,  Arr.  by  date  of  recording. 
For  index,  see  entry  196,   1827-1917,  hdw,;  1918—,  typed.  550  p. 
18  X  12  X  2|.  Pro.  clk.'s  vlt,,  2nd  fl» 

196.  INDEX  TO  'WILLS,    1827—,      2  v. 

Index  to  Will  Record,   entry  195,    showing  name  of  deceased  and  book  and 
page   of  entry,     Arr,  alph,   by  name   of  decoased.     Hdw.  under  pr»  hdgs. 
400  p.   18  X  12  X  2,     Pro.    elk's  vlt.,    2nd  fl. 

197.  ADHE IS TRA TORS'    RECORDS,    CAffiS,    BONDS  AlW  LETTERS,    1855—. 

17  V,    (E-K,   M-V),     1826  in  Probate  Journal,   entry  192;   1827-54 

in  Will  Record,   entry  195. 
Copies  of  administrators •   petitions,    oaths,    bonds,   and   letters,    shewing 
names   of  estate,   administrator,    sureties,    petitioner,   and  heirs,    dates   of 
petition,    oath,   bond,   and  letters,   amount  and  terms   of  bond,   and  acknowledg- 
ment,    Arr,  by  date   of  instrument,     1855-63,   no  index;    1864—,    indexed  alph, 
by  name  of  estate.     Hdw,   on  pr,    fm.     450  p.   18  x  12  x  3,     Pro,    clk.'s  vlt,, 
2nd  fl. 

198.  RECORD  OF  MISCELLAK'EOUS   BONDS  AND  LETTERS,    1873  —  ,      2  v.    (A,    B) . 
1826  in  Probate  Journal,   entry  192;    1827-72   in  Will  Record, 
entry  195, 

Copies   of  administrators'    oaths,   bonds,   and  letters  to  collect,    showing 
names   of  estate,   administrator,   and  sureties,   date,    terms,   and  amount  of 
bond,   and  dates   of  petition,    oath,    letters,   and  acknowledgment.     Also  con- 
tains Record  of  Miscellaneous    Bonds  and  Letters  Will  Arjiexed,    1873-1914, 
entry  200,   and  De   Bonis  Non  Bonds  and  Letters,    1873-1933,   entry  201,     Arr, 
by  date   of  instrument.      Indexed  alph,  by  nar.e   of  estate.     Hdw.    on  pr,   fm, 
420  p.   18  X  12  X  2|.     Pro.   clk.'s  vlt.,' 2nd  fl. 

199.  BONDS   FOR  SALE  OF  REAI>  ESTATE  ADMINISTRATOR  AND  GUARDIAN,    1898—. 
4  V,    (L-O).      1826-97  in  Probate  Journal,   entry  192. 

Copies   of  bonds   for  sale  of  real  estate,    showing  names  of  estate,    sureties, 
and  administrator  or  guardian,   amount,   terms,   and  date  of  bond,   acknowledg- 
ment,  and  date   of  filing,     Arr,  by  date   cf  bond.      Indexed  alph,  by  name  cf 
estate,     Hdw,   on  pr.    fm,     275  p.   18  x  12  x  2,     Pro,   clk.'s  vlt.,   2nd  fl. 
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20C.   ESCOHD  0?  MISCSLLAl'IEOUS  BCIIDS  AI-ID  LETTEP^  WILL  Ain;SXED,  1915—. 
2  V.  (C,  D) .   1826  in  Probate  Journal,  entry  192;  1827-72  in 
Will  Record,  entry  195;  1873-1914  in  Record  of  Miscellaneous 
Bonds  and  Letters,  entry  198. 
Copies  of  petitions,  oaths,  bonds,  and  letters  of  administrators  with  vtIII 
annexed,  showing  names  of  estate,  heirs,  administrator,  and  sureties,  dates 
of  petition,  oath,  bond,  and  letters,  amount  and  terms  of  bond,  oath  of 
office,  and  actoiowledgment.  Arr.  by  date  of  instrument.   I^n^ov^d  alph.  by 
name  of  estate.   Hdw.  on  pr.  fm.   300  p.  18  x  12  x  2.  ''"Pro.  olk.'s  vlt,, 
2nd  fl. 

201.  DS  BOiTIS  ITOIJ  BOriDS  AITH  LETTERS,  1934--.   1  v.  (l).   1826  in  Pro- 
bate Journal,  entry  192;  1827-72  in  Will  Record,  entry  195;  1373- 
1933  in  Record  of  Miscellaneoiis  Bonds  and  Letters,  entry  198. 

Copies  of  petitions,  oaths,  bonds,  and  letters  of  administrators  de  bonis 
non,  showing  names  of  estate,  heirs,  a.dministrator,  and  sureties,  dates  of 
petition,  oath,  bond,  and  letters,  amount  and  terms  of  bond,  and  acknowledg- 
ment.  Arr.  by  date  of  instrument.   Indexed  alph.  by  name  of  estate.  Kdw. 
on  pr.  fm.   200  p.  18  x  12  x  li.   Pro.  clk.'s  vlt.,  2nd  fl. 

202.  GUARSIAIIS'  RECORD  BCIIDS  AIID  lET'TERS,  1356—.   12  v.  (F-Q).   1826 
in  Probate  Journal,  entry  192;  1827-55  in  77ill  Record,  entry  195. 

Record  of  g"aardians'  petitions,  letters,  bonds,  and  oaths,  showing  names 
of  estate,  minor,  guardian,  and  sureties,  dates  of  petition,  oath,  bond, 
and  letters,  amount  and  terms  of  bond,  and  acknowledgment.  Arr.  by  date 
of  instrument.  Indexed  alph.  by  mne  of  minor.  Hdw.  on  vr.  fm.  550  p. 
13  X  12  X  2i.     Pro.  clk.'s%lt.,  2nd  fl. 

203.  EXECUTORS'  RECORD,  BONDS  AND  LETTERS,  1866—.   7  v.  (A-G) .   1826 
in  Probate  Journal,  entry  192;  1327-65  in  Will  Record,  entry  195. 

Copies  of  executors'  petitions,  oaths,  bonds,  and  letters,  showing  names 
of  deceased,  executor,  and  sureties,  dates  of  petition,  oath,  bond,  and 
letters  of  appointment,  amount  and  obligations  of  bond,  and  a.ckno^ledgment. 
Arr.  by  date  of  instrument.   Indexed  alph.  by  name  of  estate.   Hdw.  on  pr. 
fm.   500  p.  18  X  12  X  2j.   Pro.  clk.'s  vlt.,  2nd  fl. 

204.  CONSERVATORS'  RECORD,  OATHS,  BONDS  AITD  LETTERS,  1886—. 
2  V.  (A,  B) .   1326-85  in  Probate  Journal,  entry  192. 

Copies  of  oaths,  petitions,  bonds,  and  letters  of  conservators,  showing 
dates,  names  of  minor,  petitioner,  and  sureties,  amoiint  and  terms  of  bond, 
and  acknowledgment.   Arr.  by  date  of  instrument.   Indexed  alph.  by  name  of 
estate.   Hdw.  on  pr.  fm.   600  p.  18  x  12  x  3.   Pro.  clk.'s  vlt.,  2nd  fl. 

Heirship 

205.  HEIRSHIP  RECORD,  1935—.   1  v.  (i).   1826-1934  in  Probate  Journal, 
entry  192. 

Record  of  evidence  establishing  right  of  heirship  to  decedents'  estates, 
showing  name  of  heir,  relationship  to  other  heirs,  certification  of  evi- 
dence by  Judge,  orders  of  court,  and  dates  of  proceedings.   Arr.  by  date 
of  proceedings.   Indexed  alph.  by  name  of  estate.   Typed  on  pr.  fm.  650  p. 
18  X  12  X  2h.     Pro.  clk.'s  vlt.,  2nd  fl. 
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Inventories  and  Appraisements 

206,  IlvWENTORY  RECORD,    1864—,      34  v.    (A-Z,   A1-A8).      1826-56   in  Pro- 
bate Journal,    entry  192;   1857-63   in  Salec  Record,    entry  212. 

Record  of  inventories   of  decedents'   estates,    showing  names   of  estate  and 
administrator  or  executor,    itemized  list  and  value  of  real  and  personal 
property,   notes,   nccounbs,   and  annuities  due,    totcxl,    oath  and  signature 
of  administrator  or  executor,   and  dates   of  recording  and  filing.     Also  con- 
tains  Guardian  Inventory  Record,    1864-71,   entry  207.     Arr.  by  date   of  in- 
ventory.     Indexed  alph.  by  name   of  estate.      1864-1934,   hdw.   on  pr.    fm.j 
1935--,    typed   on  pr.    fm,      280  p.   18  x  12  x  2j^,      Pro.   clk.'s   vlt,,    2nd   fl. 

207,  GUARDIAN  im^NTORY  RECORD,    1872--.     4  v.    (A-D).      1826-56   in 
Probate   Journal,    entry  192;    1857-63   in  Sales   Record,    entry  212; 
1864-71  in  Inventory  Record,   entry  206« 

Record  of  inventory  of  minors'   ostates,    shovdng  names   of  minor  and  guardian, 
list  and  value   of  real  and  personal  property,    cash  on  hand,    status   of  notes, 
accounts,   and  annuities,    total,    oath  und  signature  of  guardian,  and  dates 
of  inventory  and  filing.     Arr.  by  date   of  inventory.      Indexed  alph.  by 
name   of  minor.     Hdw,   on  pr,    fm.      575  p.   18  x  12  x  3.      Proe    clk.'s  vlt,, 
2nd   fl. 

208,  CONSERVATORS'    RECORD  OF   INVENTORIES  AND  REPORTS,    1897—, 
5  V.    (A-E), 

Record  of  conservators'    inventories  and  annual  and  final  reports,    showing 
names   of  ward,    conservator,    judge,   and  clerk,    list  and  value   of  property, 
notes,   and  annuities,    date,   amount,   and  purpose   of  receipts  and  expendi- 
tures,  balance   on  hand,   and  dates   of  inventory,    report,   and  filing.     Arr. 
by  date  of  inventory  or  report.      Indexed  alph.  by  name   of  estate,     Hdw.   on 
pr.   fm.      500  p.   12  x  16  x  4.     Pro.   clk.'s  vlt.,    2nd  fl. 

For  prior  record  of  reports,    see  entry  217;    for  prior  record  of  in- 
ventories,   see  entry  206. 

209,  CO-PARTNERSHIP  RECORD  INVENTORY  AND  SALE,    1876—.      2  v,    (l,    2). 
1826-75  in  Probate  Journal,    entry   192. 

Record  of  proceedings   in  co-partnership  inventories,  appraisements,   and 
sales,    showing  names   of  deceased,    partner,    corporation,   appraiser,    pur- 
chaser,  and  petitioner,   dates   of  inventory,   appraisal,   and  sale,    list  and 
value  of  property  and  accounts,   amount  and  terms   of  sale,   and  date   of  fil- 
ing.    Arr.  by  date   of  filing.      Indexed  alph.   by  name  of  deceased.     Hdw. 
600  p.    18  X   12  X  2-?j.      Pro.    clk,»s  vlt,,    2nd   fl. 

210,  APPRAISEMENT  RECORD,    1872  —  ,      20  v.    (3-U).     Mitsing:   1860-71. 
1826-56  in  Probate   Journal,    entry  1S2;    1857-59   in  Sales  Record, 
entry  212. 

Record  of  appraisals   of  estates   in  probate,    showing  nar.ies   of  estate, 
appraiser,   widow,   and  minor  heirs,   date   of  appr^iisers'  warrant,    oath, 
appointment,   and  appraisement  bill,    itemized  statement  and  value  of  prop- 
erty,   total  value,   and  amount  of  allowance   to  widow  and  minors.     Arr.  by 
date   of  appraisement.      Indexed  alph.  by  name   of  estate.     Hdw.   on  pr.   fm. 
290  p.   18  X  12  X  2^-.     Pro,   oik, 's  vlt,,   2nd  fl. 
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Probate  Coiixt  -  Proceedings  '         (211-214) 

of  Court 


WidoTTs'  P.elinquishT.ient  and  Selec- 
tion (See  also  entry  88[v]) 

211.  ^IKlVfS'  SELSCTIOIT  PJ:C0RD,  1332—.   6  v.  (1-6).   1326-81  in  Pro- 
bate Journal,  entry  192. 

Record  of  widovrs '  selection  of  articles  from  estate,  showing  names  of 
estate,  widow,  and  appraiser,  list  of  articles  of  selection  and  allowance, 
appraised  value,  anount  of  cash  allowance,  date  of  filing,  end  statement 
of  appraiser.  Arr .  by  date  of  filing.   Indexed  alph.  by  name  of  estate. 
1382ll934,  hdw.  on  pr.  fm. ;  1935—,  typed  on  pr.  fn.   450  p.  18  x  12  x  2. 
Pro.  clk.'s  vlt.,  2nd  fl. 

Petitions,  Decrees,  Reports  of  Sale 

212.  SALZS  ?J:C0RD,  1857—.   5  v.  (A-E).   Title  varies:  Bills  and  Sale 
Bills  (Inventory,  Appraisement,  and  Sales  Record),  A,  1357-59. 
1826-56  in  Probate  Journal,  entry  192. 

Public  real  estate  sales  record  sliowing  nanes  of  estate,  purchaser,  and 
adi-ninistrator,  executor,  guardian,  or  conservator,  legal  description  of 
property,  and  date,  term,  and  amount  of  sale.  Also  contains  Inventory 
Record,  1857-63,  entry  206,  including  Guardian  Inventory  Record,  entry 
207;  Appraisement  Record,  1857-59,  entry  210;  and  Private  Sales  Record, 
1857-59,  entry  213.  Arr.  by  date  of  purchase.   Indexed  alph.  by  name  of 
estate.  Hdw.  on  pr.  fm.  400  p.  18  x"  12  x  2^.     Pro.  clk.'s  vlt.,  2nd  fl. 

213.  PRIVATE  SALES  RECORD,  I860—.  4  f.b.  (3-S) .   1826-56  in  Probate 
Journal,  entry  192;  1857-59  in  Sales  Record,  entry  212. 

Record  of  private  sales  of  personal  proj-ierty  of  esta.tes  in  probate,  show- 
ing nanes  of  estate,  purchaser,  said  administrator,  executor,  guardian,  or 
conservator,  list  of  articles  sold,  and  date,  placft,  and  amount  of  sale. 
Arr.  by  date  of  sale.   Indexed  alph.  by  name  of  estate.  Hdw.  on  pr.  fm. 
400  p.  13  X  12  X  2|.  Pro.  clk.'s  vlt.,  2nd  fl. 

Reports,  O'j.rrent  and  Pinal  Accounts 

214.  DECEASED  REPORT  RECOPD,  1332—.   32  v.  (1-53  not  consecutive). 
1826-81  in  Probate  Journal,  entry  192. 

Copies  of  annxial  and  final  reports  of  administrators  and  executors-,  show- 
ing names  of  estate,  administrator  or  executor,  and  judge,  amoimt,  purpose, 
and  dates  of  receipts  and  expenditures,  totals,  balance  on  hand,  request 
for  discharge,  and  dates  of  request,  discharge,  and  report.  Also  contains 
Report  of  Distribution  (Deceased  Estates),  1382-89,  entry  216.  Arr.  by 
date  of  report.   Indexed  alph.  by  name  of  estate.   1832-1934,  hdw.  on  pr. 
fm.;  1935 — ,  typed  on  pr.  fm.   300  p.  18  x  12  x  3.   Pro.  clk.'s  vlt., 
2nd  fl. 
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Probate  Court  -  Proceedings  (215-219) 

of  Court 


215.  GUARDIA.NS'   REPORT  RECORD,    1897—.      13  t.    (10,    11,    15,    19,    20, 
22,   24,   28,   31,   36,    38,   45,    52).      1882-96   in  Guardians'   and 
Conservators'   Report  Record,   entry  217, 

Guardians'    record   of  annual  and   final   reports,    showing  names   of  estate, 
guardian,   minor,   and  judge,   dates   of  report  and  filing,    items  of  re- 
ceipt,   date  and  amount  of  receipts  and  disbursements,   and  recapitulation. 
Arr.  by  date  of  report.      Indexed  alph.  by  name   of  estate.     1897-1935,   hdw. 
on  pr.    fm.j    1936 — ,    typed  on  pr,    fm.      300  p,   18  x  12  x  3.     Pro.    elk. 's  vlt., 
2nd   fl. 

216.  REPORT  OF  DISTRIBUTION   (Deceased  Estates),    1913—.     2  v.    (27, 
28).     1826-81  in  Probate  Journal,    entry  192;    1882-89  in  De- 
ceased Report  P.ecord,   entry  214;   1890-1912  in  Report  of  Distribu- 
tion Record  -  Minors,   Deceased   (incompetent),   entry  218. 

Record  of  reports   of  final  distribution  of  decedents'   estates,    showing  names 
of  estate  and  administrator   or  executor,   balance   on  hand  after  settlement 
of  accounts,   amount  and  date   of  pajmont,   name   of  payee,   and  date   of  re- 
port.    Arr.  by  date  of  report.     Indexed  alph.  by  name  of  estate.     Hdw.   on 
pr.    fta.      600  p.   18  x  12  x  3.      Pro.    elk.  «s  vlt.,    2nd   fl, 

217.  GUARDIANS'   AND  CONSERVATORS'    REPORT  RECORD,    1882-96,     4  v,    (2, 
5-7),     1826-81  in  Probate  Journal,   entry  192. 

Record  of  reports  of  guardians  and   conseinrators,    showing  names   of  estate, 
guardian  or  conservator,  and  judge,    items   of  receipts  and  expenditures, 
recapitulation,   and   dates   of  report  and   filing.     Also   contains   Report   of 
Distribution  Record  -  Minors,    Deceased   (incompetent),    1882-89,    entry  218. 
Subsequent  Guardians'   Report  Record,    entry  215,   kept  separately.     Arr.  by 
date   of  report.      Indexed  alph.  by  name  of  ward,     Hdw.   on  pr.   fm.     300  p» 
18  X  12  X  3.     Pro.   clk.'s  vlt.,    2nd  fl. 

For  subsequent  record  of  conservators'    reports,    see  entry  208. 

218.  REPORT  OF  DISTRIBUTION  RECORD  -  MINORS,   DECEASED   (incompetent), 
1890—.      2  V.    (9,    17).      1826-81   in  Probate   Journal,    entry  192; 
1882-89  in  Guardians'   and  Conservators'   Report  Record,    entry  217. 

Report  of  final  distribution  of  minors'  and  wards'    estates,    showing  names 
of  minor  or  ward  and  guardian  or  conservator,    balance   on  hand  after  settle- 
ment of  accounts,    date  and  amount  of  payment,    name   of  payee,    and  date   of 
report.     Also  contains  Report  of  Distribution   (Deceased  Estates),    1890-1912, 
entry  216.     Arr.  by  date   of  report.      Indexed  alph.  by  name  of  minor  or  ward. 
Hdw.   on  pr.   fm.     600  p.   18  x  12  x  3.     Pro.   clk.'s  vlt.,   2nd   fl. 

219.  MISCELLANEOUS  REPORT  RECORD,    1921  —  .      7  v.    (35,   43,   48-52). 
1826-1920  in  Probate  Journal,   entry  192. 

Record  of  miscellaneous  reports   that  do  not  fit  printed  forms,    of  adminis- 
trator,   executor,   guardian  or  conservator,    shewing  names   of  administrator, 
executor,    guardian,    or  conservator,    estate,   and  judge,    date,   amount,   and 
purpose   of  receipts  and  expenditures,    recapitulation,    and  dates   of  report 
and   filing.     Arr.  by  date   of  report.      Indexed  alph,  by  name   of  estate. 
Typed.     300  p.   18  x  12  x  3.     Pro.   clk.'s  vlt.,    2nd  fl. 
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Probate  Court  -  Dockets  (220-22U) 


220.  DECEASED  ESTATE  LEDGER,  IgUO— .  28  v.  (3  not  labeled,  H-J,  L, 
M,  ISUO-gg;  3,  U,  6,  7,  9,  11-25,  1282—).  Title  varies:  Es- 
tate Ledger,  3  v.,  I8UO-69. 

Ledger  accounts  of  decedents'  estates,  showing  names  of  estate  and  admin- 
istrator or  executor,  items  of  debits  and  credits,  balance  on  hand',  and 
dates.   Also  contains  Guardians'  Estate  Ledger,  lgUo-67,  entry  221.   Arr. 
by  dates  of  receipts  and  expenditures.   Indexed  aljih.  by  name  of  estate. 
Hdw.  under  pr.  hdgs.   5OO  p'.  18  x  I3  x  2^,  Pro.  clk.'s  vlt.  ,  2nd  fl. 

221.  GUAIlDIAl^^S'  ESTATE  LEDGER,  I868-I9IO.   9  v.  (G,  H,  K,  N,  2,  6-8, 
10).   lgUO-67  in  Deceased  Estate  Ledger,  entry  220. 

Guardians'  ledger  accounts  of  estates,  showing  names  of  minor  or  ward 
and  guardian  or  conservator,  items  of  debits  and  credits,  balauice,  and 
date.   Arr.  by  date  of  receipt  or  expenditure.   Indexed  alph,  by  name  of 
estate.   Hd^v.  under  pr.  hdgs.   5OO  v.    18  x  I3  x  2|.  Pro.  elk.  's  vlt., 
2nd  fl. 

222.  ACCOUNTS  CUIGENT,  1836-75.  k   v.  (A,  3,  I836-52;  C,  D,  I85O-75). 
Ledger  account  of  liabilities  of  estates  in  administration,  showing  names 
of  estate,  administrator,  and  creditors,  amount  of  liability,  and  date  of 
payment.   Arr.  by  date  of  payment.   Ig36-U3,  1857-75,  indexed  alph.  by 
name  of  estate;  I8UU-56,  no  index.   Hd\^.  35O  p.  I6  x  12  x  2^.   V.  A,  B, 
I836-52,  common  vlt.,  5th  fl. ;  v.  C,  D,  1850-75,  pro.  clk.'s  vlt.,  2nd  fl. 


Dockets 

223.      JUDGE'S  JOURIIAL   (Docket),    1850--.      5I  v.    (A-C,    E-L,   K-Z,    I85O-95; 

1-5,    1893-99;    3   not   labeled,    1897-1901;    7-13,    I9OO-I9IO;    1   not 

labeled,    I5-25,    I906— ). 
Judge's   docket  of  probate   cases,    showing  names   of   estate,  petitioner, 
sureties,    witnesses,    and  officers   of  court,    abstract   of  proceedings,    orders 
of  court,    and  dates   of  proceedings.      Also   contains  Judge's   Insane  Docket, 
I85O-92,    entry  I5I;   Judge's  Juvenile  Docket,    I85O-I906,    entry  I56;    Execu- 
tors'   and  Administrators'   Docket,    I85O-I929,    entry  22U;    and  Guardians'    and 
Conservators'    Docket,    1850-1929,    entry  226.      Arr.    by  date  of   entry.      No 
index.      Hdw.      lg50-59,    binding  and  paper  poor.      UOO  v.    18  x  12  x  2.      V.    A-C, 
E-I,    K-Z,    1850-95,    1-5,    1893-99,    3   not  labeled,    1897-1901,    1   not   labeled, 
1906-10,    common  vlt.,    5th  fl. ;   v.    7-I3,    I5-25,    1906--,  pro.    clk.'s  vlt., 
2nd  fl. 

22U.      EXECUTORS'    AI-TD  ADMINISTRATORS'   DOCKET,    I93O— .      5  v.      I85O-I929 
in  Judge's  Journal    (Docket),    entry  223. 
Docket  of  proceedings   for  discharging  executors   and  administrators,    showing 
dates   of  petition  and  letters,    claims   allowable,    final   settlement,    and  rea- 
son for  and  date  of  discharge.      Arr.    by  date  of   entry.      No   index.      1930-3^» 
hdw.   under  pr.    hdgs.;    1935—,    hdw.    on  nr.    fm.      7OO  p.    20  x  12  x  k.     Pro. 
2nd  fl. 
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Protate  Court  -  Dockets  (225-230) 

225.  CITATION  MD   PETITION  DOCKET,  1885—-.   15  v.  (E-0,  0-R) . 
Judge's  docket  of  miscellaneous  citations  and  petitions,  including  cita- 
tions and  petitions  to  sell  real  estate  to  pay  debts,  petitions  for  appoint- 
ment of  conservators,  extension  of  mortgages,  restoration  of  citizenship, 
and  execution  of  deeds,  showing  case  number,  tern  date,  name  of  petitioner, 
and  orders  of  court.  Arr.  by  date  of  entry.  1885-1913,  no  index;  1914 — , 
indexed  alph.  by  name  of  estate.  Hdw.  under  pr.  hdgs.  300  p.  18  x  12  x  2. 
V.  E-K,  1885-96,  common  vlt.,  5th  fl.;  v.  L-0,  O-R,  1897--,  pro.  clk.'s 
vlt.,  2nd  fl. 

226.  aUAPJ)IANS'  AITD  CONSERVATORS'  DOCKET,  1930 3  v.   1850-1929 

in  Judge's  Journal  (Docket),  entry  223. 

Docket  of  proceedings  in  discharge  of  guardian  or  conservator  and  petition 
to  withdraw  funds  from  incompetent's  deposits  for  his  use,  showing  names 
of  guardian  or  conservator  and  minor  or  ward,  date  of  petition,  amount  and 
purpose  of  withdrawal,  proceedings  in  settlement  of  estates,  and  reason 
for  and  date  of  discharge.  Arr.  by  date  of  entry.  No  index.  Hdw.  under 
pr.  hdgs.  700  p.  20  x  12  x  4,  Pro.  clk.'s  vlt.,  2nd  fl. 

227.  CLAIM  DOCKET,  1859 36  v.  (A-Z,  1-10).  Title  varies:  Probate 

Judgment  Docket,  A-'},  1859-91. 

Docket  of  claims  filed  against  estates,  showing  names  of  estate,  executor 
or  administrator,  and  claimant,  date,  nature,  and  amount  of  claim,  and 
date  of  filing.  Arr.  by  date  of  claim.   Indexed  alph.  by  name  of  claimant. 
1859-1923,  hdw.  under  pr.  hdgs.;  1924-34,  hdw.  on  pr .  f m. ;  1935 — ,  typed 
on  pr.  fm.  550  p.  18  x  12  x  25.  Pro.  clk.'s  vlt.,  2nd  fl. 

228.  PROBATE  JUDGMENT  DOCKET,  1865 25  v.  (A-q,  Q,-U,  U-W)  . 

1826-64  in  Probate  Journal,  entry  192. 

Docket  of  judgments  on  claims  against  estates,  showing  names  of  clainajit 
£ind  estate,  dr.te,  amo\int,  and  nature  of  claim,  orders  of  court,  and  date 
of  judgment.  Arr.  by  date  of  claim.  For  index,  1865-1932,  see  entry  229; 
1933—,  indexed  alph.  by  names  of  estate  and  claincnt.  1865-1932,  hdw.  on 
pr.  fm.;  1933 — ,  typed.  540  p.  18  x  12  x  2|.  Pro.  clk.'s  vlt.,  2nd  fl. 

229.  INDEX  TO  PROBATE  JUDGMENT  DOCKET,  DIRECT  AND  IIDIRECT,  1865-1932. 
3  V. 

Index  to  Probate  Judgment  Docket,  entry  228,  showing  name  of  estate  .and 
claimant,  and  book  and  page  of  entry.  Arr.  alph.  by  names  of  estate  and 
claimant.  Hdw.  under  pr.  hdgs.  500  p.  18  x  12  x  3.  Pro.  clk.'s  vlt., 
2nd  fl. 

230.  ESTATE  DOCKET,  1869 6  v,  (A,  E-l).   Missing:  1890-1912. 

Title  varies:  Probate  Estate  Docket,  A,  1869-89. 

Docket  of  proceedings  in  cases  of  decedents'  estates,  showing  names  of  es- 
tate, administrator  or  executor,  sureties,  widow,  and  heirs,  date  of 
letters,  amount  of  bond,  and  summary  of  proceedings  on  estate.  Also  con- 
tains Guardian  and  Conservator  Estate  Docket,  1869-81,  1892 — ,  entry  231. 
Arr.  by  date  of  proceedings.   Indexed  alph.  by  name  of  estate.  Hdw.  under 
pr.  hdgs.  318  p.  18  x  12  x  25.  Pro.  clk.'s  vlt.,  2nd  fl. 
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Probate  Court,-  Fee  Books;  (231-235) 

Receipts  and  Expenditures 

231,  GUAHDIM  AlID  CONSERVATOR  ESTATE  DOCICET,  1882-91.  1  v,  16£9-21, 
1892 —  in  Estate  Docket,  entry  230, 
Docket  of  proceedings  in  cases  of  estates  of  minors  and  incompetent  per- 
sons, sh.ovd.ng  names  of  giiardian  or  conservator,  minor  or  ward,  and  sureties-, 
age  of  minor  or  vra.rd,  date  and  aiaount  of  bond,  dates  of  letters,  and  surimary 
of  proceedings  on  estate,  Arr«  by  date  of  bond.  Indexed  alph,  by  name  of 
estate,  Hdw,  under  pr,  hdgs,  300  p,  18  x  12  x  3,  Pro,  clk,»s,  vlt,,  2nd 
fl. 


Fee  Books 
2r;2,  PROBATE  FEE  BOOK  (Estates),  1356 — ,   32  v,  (A,  B,  B-L,  0-X,  Z, 

Al-r/i8), 

Register  of  fees  received  in  cases  of  decedents*  estates,  showing  names  of 
estate,  and  administrator  or  executor,  itemized  list  and  amount  of  fees, 
case  number,  date  of  payment,  and  name  of  payer.  Also  contains  Probate 
Fee  Book  (Minors  and  Incompetents),  1856-92,  entry  233;  from  1893-1915, 
some  of  these  records  have  been  transcribed  into  t'^-;  same  probate  fee  book 
for  minors  and  incom.petents,  Arr.  by  date  of  receipt.  Indexed  alph,  by 
name  of  estate,  Hdw,  under  pr,  hdgs,   600  p,  18  x  12  x  3,  Pro,  clk.'s 
Tit,,  2nd  fl, 

233,  PROBATE  FEE  BOOK  (Minors  and  Incompetents),  1893—, 

7  V,  (M,  IT,  P,  S,  V,  Z,  ZI),  Title  varies:  Probate  Fee  Book  L'inors, 
Incompetent,  Estates,  M,  P,  1893-1915,   1356-92  in  Probate  Fee 
Book  (Estates),  entry  232, 
Register  of  fees  received  from  cases  of  minors'  and  wards*  estates,  show- 
ing names  of  estate  e/.id  guardian  or  conser^'^ator ,  itemized  list  and  amount 
of  fees,  date  of  pa;,^er.t,  and  name  of  payer*  Also  contains  a  few  transcribed 
entries  of  fees  received  in.  cases  of  decedents*  estates,  1893—1915,  Arr, 
by  date  of  receipt.  Indexed  alph,  by  name  of  estate,  Kdv."-,  luider  pr,  hdgs, 
600  p,  13  X  12  X  3,  Pro,  clk,»3  off,,  2nd  fl. 


Receipts  and  Expenditures 

234,  VOUCIERS  AND  REPORTS  OF  PROBATE  CLERK,  1911—,   16  f,b, 
Monthly  and  semiannual  reports,  vouchers,  c.-id  cancelled  checks  for  cash 
receipts  and  disbursements,  shovang  names  of  payer  and  payee,  date,  amount, 
and  purpose  of  receipts  and  expenditures,  and  balance  on  hand,  Arr,  by 
date  of  instrument,  Ko  index,  Hd;/,  on  pr,  fm,  10  x  5  x  13,  Pro,  clk.'s 
vlt,,  2nd  fl, 

235.  REGISTER  OF  FEES,  1911—,  3  v. 

Probate  clerk's  fee  and  expense  register  showing  nature  and  amount  of  fees, 
date  of  payment,  name  of  payee,  and  date,  amount,  and  purpose  of  expenditure, 
Arr,  by  date  of  receipt  or  expenditure,  Ko  index,  Hdv;-,  under  pr,  hdgs, 
300  p.  15  X  12  X  2,  Pro,  clk.'s  vlt,,  2nd  fl. 


(Next  entry  236,  p.  244) 


VI.   CIRCUIT  COURT 

The  circuit  court  has  original  jurisdiction  of  all  causes  in  law  and 
equity  and  acts  as  a  court  of  appeals  in  probate  matters  and  causes  cogniz- 
able by  the  county  court  and  justices  of  the  peace. 1  In  addition,  it  is 
one  of  the  courts  capable  of  having  naturalization  jurisdiction  according 
to  Federal  statutes. 2 

Originally,  the  circuit  court  was  held  in  Vermilion  County  by  justices 
of  the  Supreme  Court. 3  In  1835  the  judiciary  was  reorganized  and  a  circuit 
judge  was  appointed  by  the  General  Assembly  for  the  district  serving 
Vermilion  Co\inty.  All  of  the  laws  requiring  Supreme  Court  justices  to 
hold  circuit  courts  were  repealed  by  this  legislation.'*  The  new  plan  of 
organization  was  in  effect  for  a  brief  period  of  six  years,  for  in  1841 
additional  associr.te  justices  of  the  Supremo  Court  were  appointed  by  Joint 
ballot  of  the  General  Assembly,  which  justices,  together  with  the  other 
justices  of  the  Supreme  Court,  held  the  circuit  courts. ^  Then  in  1849 
another  change  was  made  in  accordance  with  the  second  constitution  which 
provided  for  the  election  of  circuit  judges  by  the  judicial  district 
electorate.^  The  Constitution  of  1870  altered  the  circuit  districts  and 
established  population  requirements  for  counties  that  m.-iy  comprise  a  cir- 
cuit.'^ From  1849  to  the  present  the  circuit  judges  have  been  elected  of- 
ficers of  the  judicial  district  electorate.  The  fifth  circuit  is  made  up 
of  five  counties,  one  of  which  is  Vermilion. 8 

Three  circuit  judges  vrtio  serve  for  si;c-year  terms  are  elected  for  the 
district.   Before  entering  upon  the  duties  of  his  office,  each  circuit  judge 
is  required  to  subscribe  to  an  oath  vriiich  he  files  with  the  Secretary  of 
State. 9  The  salary  for  those  circuit  court  judges  elected  after  the  first 
Monday  of  June,  1933  was  set  at  $7,200  and  for  those  elected  after  the 


1.  Constitution  of  1870,  Art.  VI,  sec.  12;  L. 1871-72.  p.  109;  R.S.1874, 
p.  344;  L.1895,  p.  189;  L.1933,  p.  688;  L.1935.  p.  i. 

2.  2  U.S.S.L.  155;  U.S.R.S.  1769-1874,  p.  378-80;  34  U.S.S.L.  596; 
37  U.S.S.L.  737;  44  U.S.S.L.  709. 

3.  R.L.1829,  p.  48. 

4.  L.1835,  p.  150,151. 

5.  L.1841,  p.  175;  R.S.1845.  p.  143. 

6.  Constitution  of  1848,  Art.  V,  sec.  7,15. 

7.  Constitution  of  1870,  Art.  VI,  sec.  13. 

8.  L.1933.  p.  436. 

9.  Constitution  of  1870,  Art.  VI,  sec.  12;  L.1933,  p.  436. 
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first  Monday  of  June,  1939,  the  anount  was  increased  to  $8,000.  The 
salaries  are  paid  from  the  state  treasiiry .•'• 

The  hearings  of  several  of  the  election  contests  are  held  "before 
this  court.  Jurisdiction  is  grmted  to  the  court  to  hear  and  determine 
contssts  of  the  election  of  judges  of  the  Supreme  Court,  Judges  of  the 
circixit  court,  and  members  of  the  State  Board  of  Equalization;  hut  no 
judge  of  the  circuit  court  is  allo'vcd  to  sit  upon  the  hearing  of  any  case 
in  7/hich  ho  is  a  party.'-'  The  circuit  court  also  hears  and  determines 
the  election  contests  of  some  of  the  local  and  coiinty  offices.   These 
include  contests  of  judge  of  the  county  court,  mayors  of  cities,  president 
of  the  county  board,  presidents  of  villafSes,  elections  in  reference  to 
removal  of  county  seats  and  in  reference  to  any  other  subject  which  may 
be  submitted  to  the  vote  of  the  people  of  the  county.  The  circuit  cohort 
has  concurrent  jurisdiction  with  the  county  court  in  cases  of  contested 
elections  under  the  latter' s  jurisdiction. ^^ 

Included  under  the  jurisdiction  of  the  circuit  court  are  also  appeals 
from  the  Illinois  Commerce  Commission's  rules,  regulations,  orders,  or 
decisions.   Such  appeals  may  be  talcen  to  the  circuit  court  serving  Ver- 
milion County  when  the  subject  matter  of  the  hearing  is  situated  in  this 
county.   The  appeal  may  be  heard  for  the  purpose  of  having  the  reason- 
ableness or  lawfulness  of  the  rule,  regulation,  order,  or  decision  inquired 
into  and  determined. 4 

To  expedite  the  handling  of  litigation,  a  branch  circuit  co\irt  may 
be  held  at  the  same  time  that  the  main  or  regular  circuit  court  for  Vermilion 
County  is  in  session.  A  branch  court  is  held  by  any  circuit  judge  or  by 
a  judge  of  any  other  circuit  called  in  for  the  purpose  of  hearing  and 
deciding  motions  and  settling  the  issues  in  any  or  all  causes  pending  in 
the  circuit  court,  and  for  the  purpose  of  hearing  chancery  causes  and  ca.scs 
at  law  which  are  pending  in  such  court  for  that  term.  The  presiding  judge 
of  the  main  circuit  court  assigns  to  the  branch  court  as  msny  of  the  law 
and  chezLccry  cases  as  the  presiding  judge  of  the  branch  court  will  possibly 
have  time  to  hear.^ 


1.  L.1935,  p.  621;  L.1937,  p.  189,606.   In  1835  the  salary  of  the  circuit 
judge  was  $750  per  annum  (L.1835,  p.  167).   The  Constitution  of  1870 
set  the  salary  at  $3,000  until  otherwise  provided  by  law  (Constitution 
of  1870,  Art.  VI,  sec.  16).   A  few  of  the  recent  changes  were:  from 
1919  to  1925  for  judges  elected  during  this  period,  $6,500;  for  the 
period  1925  to  1933,  those  elected  received  $8,000  per  year  (L.1919, 
p.  553,554;  L.1925,  p.  400;  L.1931,  p.  148). 

2.  L.1399,  p.  152. 

3.  L. 1871-72,  p.  396;  L.1395,  p.  170. 

4.  L.1921,  p.  742,743. 

5.  L. 1873-74,  p.  82,83;  L.1905,  p.  146. 
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Also,  to  aid  in  the  speedy  administration  of  justice,  the  judges,  or 
p.   majority  of  thorn,  may  by  an  order  entered  of  record  in  the  office  of 
the  clerk  of  the  circuit  court,  dispense  \vith  either  or  both  the  grand 
and  petit  juries  for  any  term  or  part  of  term  of  the  circuit  court,  and 
may  designate  what  term  or  portion  thereof  shall  be  devoted  to  criminal 
business,  r-nd  what  term  or  portion  thereof  to  civil  business. ^ 

Each  of  the  three  judges  of  the  circuit  court  is  authorized  to 
appoint  one  official  shorthand  reporter.  This  appointee  is  required 
to  be  skilled  in  verba.tim  reporting  ejid  is  not  allowed  to  hold  more 
than  one  such  official  appointment.   Tho  appointment  is  in  writing 
and  is  required  to  be  filed  in  the  office  of  the  auditor  of  public 
acco\xnts.  The  reporter  holds  office  vintil  his  appointment  is  revoked 
by  the  appointing  jxidge  or  until  the  termination  of  the  judge's  term. 
When  the  officipl  reporter  is  absent  or  disabled,  the  presiding  judge 
may  appoint  any  other  competent  reporter  to  act  durin{;  such  absence 
or  disability.  The  substitute  is  paid  for  his  services  by  the  official 
reporter.   The  reporter  causes  full  stenographic  notes  of  the  evidence 
in  all  trials  before  the  court  to  be  talcen  down  and  transcript  of  the 
same  to  be  correctly  made  if  desired  by  either  party  to  the  suit,  their 
attorneys,  or  the  judge  of  the  court.  Each  of  the  reporters  receives 
and  is  paid  out  of  the  state  treasury  an  anniJal  salary  of  $3,240,  The 
salaries  are  paid  out  monthly  on  the  warrant  of  the  auditor  of  public 
accounts. 2 

The  probp.tion  officer  for  adult  probationers  is  an  appointee  of 
the  circuit  court. 3  His  services  extend  throu<e;hout  the  county.   Courts 
exercising  criminal  or  quasi-criminal  jurisdiction  are  given  power  to 
release  on  probation  ad\ilt  or  juvenile  offenders  found  guilty  of  com- 
mitting certain  specifiod  offenses. ^  In  the  pcrforrarjice  of  his  pre- 
scribed duties,  the  probation  officer  principally  serves  the  county 
and  circuit  courts.  He  is  required  to  give  bond  as  determined  by  the 
circuit  court  in  a  sum  not  exceeding  $5,000  and  is  subject  to  the 
rules  of  and  removal  by  the  appointing  court. 5  Vermilion  County  is 
allowed  two  probation  officers  under  the  allowance  of  one  for  each 
fifty  thousand,  or  fraction  thereof,  of  population. 6 

The  probation  officer  is  compensated  at  a  rate  determined  by  the 
co-unty  board.   In  the  porformpjice  of  his  duties,  he  is  reqiiired  to  in- 
vestigate the  cr.scs  of  dbfcrid-jits  requesting  probation;  notify  the  court 


1.  L.1835,   p.    168;   L. 1873-74,    p.    81;   L.1933,   p.   4-41,442. 

2.  L.1933,    p.    464. 

3.  L.1911,    p.    280. 

4.  Ibid.,    p.    277. 

5.  Ibid.,    p.    280,281;    L.1915,   p.    380,381. 

6.  L.1915,   p.    380.      School  census   to  bo  basis  for  determining  poptilation. 
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of  previous  conviction  or  probation;  raake  reports  to  the  respective 
courts;  keep  a  set  oi'  records  as  described  below;  take  charge  of,  and 
watch  over,  all  persons  placed  on  probation  in  his  county,  and  all  pro- 
bationers moving  from  another  county  into  his  county.   He  is  also  re- 
quired to  notify  probation  officers  in  other  counties  of  any  proba.tioners 
under  his  supervision  who  may  move  into  those  counties.^ 

The  reports  made  by  the  probation  officer  to  the  courts  are  kept 
by  the  clerk  in  the  respective  cases.  The  courts'  proba.tion  records  in- 
clude orders  granting  or  refusing  release  on  probation,  probationers' 
bonds,  the  reports  of  probation  officers  noted  above,  and  discharge  of 
probationers. 

The  probation  officer  is  required  to  keep  complete  accurate  records 
of  investigated  cases,  including  descriptions  of  the  investigated  persons, 
the  action  of  the  court,  and  the  subsequent  history  of  probationers. 
These  records  are  open  to  inspection  by  any  judge  or  by  any  probation 
officer  pursuant  to  a  co-art  order  and  are  not  public  records. 2 

Unljke  the  judges  of  the  circuit  court  who  are  elected  by  the 
judicial  district  electorate,  the  clerk  of  this  court  is  elected  by  the 
county  electorate.^  This  official  performs  the  ministerial  duties  of 
the  circuit  court  of  Vermilion  County  and  files  sjid  preserves  its  records 
as  well  as  those  of  the  branch  circuit  courts.'*  He  is  commissioned  by 
the  Governor  and  before  entering  upon  the  duties  of  his  office,  gives 
bond  with  s^'oreties  which  pje  approved  by  ar^  two  of  the  judges  of  the 
court.  His  bond  is  given  in  the  sum  of  not  less  thrji  $5,000  as  agreed 
upon  by  the  judges.   The  oath  to  which  he  subscribes  is  filed  with  the 
Secretary  of  State,   If  a  vacancy  occurs  in  this  office,  and  the  ■'onex- 
pired  term  does  not  exceed  one  year,  the  court  is  required  to  fill  such 
vacancy  by  appointment  of  a  clerk  pro  tempore.   The  appointee  is  then 
required  to  qualify  for  office  in  the  same  manner  as  the  clerk  of  the 
circuit  court.  V/hen  the  appointment  is  made,  the  court  notifies  the 
Governor  of  the  filled  vacancy.   The  Governor  in  turn,  as  soon  as 
practicable,  issues  a  writ  of  election  for  the  circuit  court  clerk." 

The  clerk  of  the  circuit  court  v/as  first  appointed  by  the  circuit 
judge  in  Vermilion  Go-on ty."^  He  kept  a  record  of  rJl  the  oaths  that  he 


1.  L.1911,  p.  281,282;  L.1915,  p.  381,382. 

2.  L.1911,  p.  277-84;  L.1915,  p.  376-84. 

3.  Constitution  of  1848,  Art.  V,  sec.  7,21,29;  Constitution  of  1870, Art. 
X,  sec.  8. 

4.  L.1905.  p.  147. 

5.  R.S.1874,  p.  260. 

6.  L. 1373-74,  p.  95. 

7.  Constitution  of  181S,  Art.  IV,  sec.  6;  H.L.1S33,  p.  152;  R.S.1845, 
p.  146. 
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administered  ani  certified  a  copy  annually  to  the  Secretary  of  State. ^ 
!Ilhe  clerk  preserved  a  complete  record  of  all  proceedings  and  deterninaf- 
tions  of  the  court  of  which  he  was  cleric.^  At  each  term  of  the  circuit 
court,  the  clerk  inquired  into  the  condition  of  the  treatment  of  prison- 
ers and  v/as  required  to  seo  that  all  prisoners  were  humanely  treated.^ 
This  authority  was  in  later  years,  and  is  at  present,  delegated  to  the 
circuit  court, '^  One  of  the  early  requisites  of  this  office  was  for  the 
clerk  of  the  circuit  court  to  reside  near  the  county  seat  in  order  that 
he  could  attend  to  his  duties  daily.   In  the  event  that  it  were  not  pos- 
sible for  him  to  be  in  daily  attendance,  the  presiding  judge  was  to  fill 
such  vacancy.^  The  Constitution  of  1848  made  the  clerk  of  the  circuit 
court  an  elective  officer  of  the  county  v/ith  a  four-year  term.  This  sir- 
rangement  has  continued  until  the  present,^ 

The  clerk  is  able  to  perform  the  several  duties  of  his  office  with 
the  aid  of  his  staff  which  consists  of  assistants  and  deputy  clerks  who 
are  appointed  by  him  in  a  number  determined  by  rule  of  the  circuit  court,''' 
This  order  is  entered  as  of  record  and  the  compensation  of  such  assistants 
and  deputies  ir.  set  by  the  ccanty  board,^ 

Among  the  records  kept  by  the  clerk  for  the  circuit  court  are  the 
following:^ 

1.  Books  of  record  of  the  proceedings  and  judgments  of  the 
covirt  with  alphabcticrJ.  indexes  by  parties.  Proceedings 
ore  recorded  at  length  only  in  cases  dosignnted  by  law, 
or  when  the  court  at  the  motion  rnd  assunption  of  expense 
by  one  of  the  parties,  so  orders.   In  practice,  from  m 
early  date  the  coiirt  record  has  been  broken  down  into  seg- 
regr.tod  types  of  proceedings  and  judgments, 

2.  "Plaintiff-Defendant  Index  to  Court  Records"  and  "Defend- 
ant-Plaintiff Index  to  Court  Records,"  intended  to  be 
separate  records,  but  frequently  combined  in  a  single 
volijme  with  the  two  indexes  segregated  in  each  volume. 


1.  L,1819.  p.  349, 

2.  H.L.1829.  p.  44;  R.L.1833.  p.  152;  R.S.1345,  p.  147. 

3.  R.L.1&27.  p,  248,' 

4.  R.S,1674.  p.  616;  L,1923.  p.  427. 

5.  R.L.1829.  p.  35, 

6.  Constitution  of  1848,  Art.  V,  sec.  29;  Constitution  of  1870,  Art.  X, 
sec.  9, 

7.  L.1831,  p.  49;  Constitution  of  1870,  Art.  X,  sec.  9, 

8.  Constitution  of  1870,  Art.  X,  sec.  9. 

9.  The  Civil  Practice  Act  of  1933  grants  authority  to  the  circuit  court, 
subject  to  rules  promulgated  by  the  Supreme  Goui't  and  not  inconsistent 
with  statutory  requirer-ents,  to  make  such  rules  as  they  may  deem  ex- 
pedient, regulcting  dockets  and  calendars  of  said  court  (L.1933,  p.  786), 
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3.  A  general  docket  in  which  all  suits  are  entered  in  the 

order  they  are  cornmencedc 

4,  A  judgment  and  execution  docket  containing  a  colioriin  for 
the  entry  of  satisfaction  or  other  disposition.   In  prac- 
tice, an  execution  docket  is  freo^iiently  sat  up  independent- 
ly. 

5o   Additional  dockets,  designated  as  the  clerk's,  judge's, 

and  Tdot  docket.   In  practice,  the  "bar  docket  has  tended  to 
drop  out  of  use. 

6.  A  fee  took  in  v/hich  costs  and  fees  are  to  be  entered  under 
the  proper  title  of  the  case.   In  practice,  separate  series 
of  volumes  are  maintained  under  such  titles  of- causes. 

7.  Transcripts  of  proceedings  in  appeals  from  justices',  city, 
and  foreign  courts,  dockets  thereof,  and  transcripts  of 
judgments  for  lions,  etc,  j-rora  the  former.   Separate,  well- 
bound  books  are  required  to  bo  kept  for  each  city  court. 
These  books  are  to  contain  an  alphabetical  docket  of  all 
judgment  decrees  rendered  in  the  city  coiirt.   They  also  pro- 
vide for  entry  of  data  relating  to  the  filing  of  the  trans- 
cript with  the  corresponding  number  of  the  transcriptc 

8o  Naturalisation  proceedings  from  petitions  to  final  certifi- 
cates; Federal  statutes  allow  the  circuit  court  to  exercise 
jurisdictiono 

9,  Reports  to  the  court  from  its  designated  masters  in  chancery, 
the  state's  attorney,  and  the  coroner's  ino^uost  juries, 
lOo   Jury  venires,  summonses,  certificates,  etc. 

11,  Original  documents  used  in  court  hearings  and  determina- 
tions.  These  documents  are  of  particular  importance  be- 
cause in  a  large  number  of  cases  the  complete  proceedings 
are  not  spread  on  cour't  record. 

12.  Monthly  reports  of  the  warden  of  the  county  jail,  containing 
a  list  of  all  prisoners  in  his  custody,  showing  causes  of 
commitment  and  names  of  persons  by  whom  coramittedc^ 


1.  P.,S,1374,    p.    547;    L.1901,    p.    135,137, 

2.  R,L,1827,    p.    217;    H,S.lb45,    p.    325-26,    414,418,419,518;    L.1B55,   p,    79, 
80;    L»1871-72,   p.    325;    .R.S.1874,   p.    262,253,339,516;    L.1877,    p.    77; 
La£95,    po    217;    10933,   p.    442,677;    2  U.S.S.L.   153-55;    U.S.R.  Sol7B9- 
1874,   p.    378-'l0;    34  U.s/s.L.   596-607,709,710;    45  U.S.S.L.   1514,1515. 
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Proceedings  of  Court 
General  Indexes 

236.  PLAINTir?S'  AMD  DEFZPDANTS'  INDEX,  1831—.  54  v.  (2  not  lettered, 
1831-72,  plaintiff  and  defendant;  A-Z,  1873--,  plaintiff;  A-Z, 
1873 — ,  defendant). 

Index  to  Common  Law  Papers,  entry  238;  Criminal  Lav;  Papers,  entrj--  239; 
Chancery  Law  Papers,  entry  240;  Circuit  Cotirt  Record,  entry  247;  Chancery 
Record,  entry  248;  and  Criminal  Record,  entry  249,  showing  names  of  plain- 
tiff and  defend'ant,  case  number,  book  and  page  of  entry,  and  file  box  num- 
bers,  Arr.  alph.  by  names  of  plaintiff  and  defendant.  Hdw.  under  pr. 
hdgs.   300  p.  18  X  13  x  2^.  Cir.  elk. ' s  vlt.,  4th  fl. 

237.  ESTATE  INDEX,  1826 — .   1  v. 

Index  to  case  records  of  administrators,  executors,  and  guardians  to  sat- 
isfy judgments  against  estates  in  Circuit  Court  Record,  entry  247;  Chancery 
Record,  entry  248;  and  Complete  Record,  entry  254,  showing  names  of  estate, 
plaintiff,  and  defendant,  and  book  and  page  of  court  record,  Arr.  alph.  by 
name  of  estate.  Hdw.  under  pr.  hdgs.  640  p.  18  x  13  x  S^.   Cir.  clk.'s 
vlt.,  4th  fl. 

Case  Papers  (See  also 
entry  291} 

238.  COMMON  LAW  PAPERS.  1831—.   682  f.b.  (677  f,b.,  1831--;  5  f.b., 
1935--).  Title  varies:  Law  Papers,  92  f.b.,  1831-74. 

Original  documents  in  comLion  law  cases,  including  bills  of  complaint, 
summonses,  executions,  citations,  subpoenas,  affidavits  of  witnesses, 
defendants'  answers,  instructions  to  jury,  stipulations,  attachments 
for  contempt  of  court,  sheriffs'  certificates  of  levy,  pleas,  motions 
for  new  trial,  transcripts  of  evidence,  verdicts  of  jury,  including  bills 
for  divorce,  1935 — ,  and  orders  of  court.  Also  contains  Chancery  Law  Pap- 
ers, 1831-73,  entry  240.  Arr.  by  case  no.   For  index,  see  entry  236.  Hdw,, 
hdw.  on  pr.  fra. ,  typed,  and  typed  on  pr.  fm.  11  x  5  x  14.   541  f.b.,  1831- 
1934,  cir.  clk.'s  vlt.,  4th  fX.;  35  f.b.,  1935 — ,  cir.  clk.'s  record  rm., 
4th  fl,;  5  f.b.,  1935--,  cir.  clk.'s  off.,  4th  fl. 

239.  CRIMINAL-  LAW  PAPERS,  1831--.   293  f.b. 

Original  papers  in  criminal  cases,  including  praecipe  for  execution,  exe- 
cutions, witness  affidavits,  writs  of  habeas  corpus,  complaints  before 
justices,  warrants  for  arrest,  bail  records,  indictments,  depositions  of 
evidence,  attachments  for  contempt  of  court,  grand  jury  subpoenas,  in- 
structions to  jury,  jury  verdicts,  motions  for  new  trial,  and  orders  of 
court.  Also  contains  Not  True  Indictments,  1831-69,  entry  241;  Warden's 
Receipts  Penitentiary,  1831-77,  1908 — ,  entry  245;  and  Grand  Jury  Reports, 
1831-79,  entry  273.  Arr.  by  case  no.  For  index,  see  entry  237.  Hdw,, 
hdw.  on  pr.  fm.,  typed,  and  typed  on  pr.  fm,  11  x  5  x  14,   Cir,  clk.'s 
vlt.,  4th  fl. 


-  245  - 
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of  Court 


240.  CHANCERY  LAW  PAPERS,  1874 938  f .b.   1831-73  in  Common  Law 

Papers,  entry  238. 

Original  documents  in  chancery  cases,  including  tills  of  complaint, 
summonses,  executions,  citations,  petitions,  affidavits  of  witnesses, 
subpoenas,  defendants'  answers,  bills  for  divorce,  final  orders  of  re- 
versal, instructions  to  jury,  stipulations,  attachments  for  contempt  of 
court,  additional  counts,  orders  of  court,  and  receipts  for  fees.   Arr. 
by  case  no.   For  index,  see  entry  236.   Hdw. ,  hdw.  on  pr.  f m. ,  typed,  and 
typed  on  pr.  fm.   11  x  5  x  14.   602  f.b.,  1874-1921,  cir,  elk. 's  vlt., 
4th  fl.;  336  f.b.,  1922 — ,  cir.  elk. ' s  record  rm. ,  4th  fl. 

241.  NOT  TRUE  INDICTfffiNTS,  1876--.   3  f.b.  Missing:  1907-11. 
1831-69  in  Criminal  Law  Papers,  entry  239;  1870-75  in  Mis- 
cellaneous Papers,  entry  291. 

Evidence  heard  by  grand  jury  on  which  true  bills  were  not  foimd,  showing 
names  of  defendant  and  witnesses,  type  of  action,  dates  of  return  and 
filing,  and  signature  of  foreman  of  jury.   Arr.  by  date  of  hearing.  No 
index.   Hdw.  on  pr.  fm.   11  x  5  x  14.   1  f.b.,  1876-1906,  cir.  elk. ' s 
vlt.,  4th  fl.;  2  f.b.,  1912 — ,  cir.  elk. ' s  record  rm. ,  4th  fl. 

242.  RECORD  OF  COURT  CASES  (Testimonies),  1880~.   96  bdl.,  172  f.b. 
Copies  of  testimonies  of  witnesses,  showing  names  of  witness,  plaintiff, 
defendant,  and  attorneys,  type  of  action,  date  of  testimony,  objections 
and  exceptions  to  admissibility  of  evidence,  and  court  ruling.   Arr. 

by  date  of  testimony.   No  index.  Hdw.  and  typed.   Bdl.  7  x  12  x  l-g; 

f.b.  10  X  4  X  13.   96  bdl.,  160  f.b.,  1880-1921,  cir.  elk. ' s  vlt.,  4th  fl.; 

12  f.b.,  1922 — ,  cir.  elk. 's  private  off.,  4th  fl. 

243.  LIENS,  1892 — .   8  f.b.   1887-91  in  Miscellaneous  Papers,  entry 
291. 

Mechanics'  liens  showing  names  of  claimant  and  owner,  legal  description  of 
property  charged  with  lien,  costs  of  material,  date  of  labor,  ajnoiint  of 
lien,  ajid  date  of  filing.   Arr,  by  date  of  filing.   No  index.   Hdw.  on  pr. 
fm.   10  X  5  X  14.   Cir.  elk. ' s  record  rm. ,  4th  fl. 

244.  FILE  CARD  RECORD,  1916--.   16  f .b% 

Card  record  of  daily  proceedings  in  common  law  and  chancery  cases,  showing 
names  of  plaintiff  pjid  defendpjit,  date  of  term,  case  number,  type  of  ac- 
tion, pjid  proceedings  of  court.   Arr.  by  date  of  term.   No  index.   Hdw.  on 
pr.  fm.   11  X  5  X  14.   Cir.  elk. ' s  record  rm. ,  4th  fl. 

245.  WARDEN'S  RECEIPTS  PENITENTIARY,  1878-1907.   1  f.b.   1831-77, 
1908 —  in  Criminal  Law  Papers,  entry  239. 

Receipts  by  wardens  of  penitentiaries  for  prisoners  delivered  to  prison, 
showing  names  of  prisoner  and  sheriff,  dates  of  delivery  and  receipts,  and 
signature  of  warden.   Arr.  by  date  of  receipt.  No  index.   Hdw.  on  pr.  fm. 
10  X  4i  X  14.   Cir.  elk. ' s  vlt.,  4th  fl. 


-  246  - 
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of  Court 


246.  EXECUTIONS,  1830-87.   3  f.b. 

Original  executions  showing  names  of  defendant  and  sheriff,  fee  book  pjid 
page  of  entry,  cmount  ojid  date  of  judgraent,  damages,  and  costs,  sheriff's 
fees,  and  sheriff's  return.  Arr.  by  date  of  judgmont.  No  index.   Hdw, 
ajid  hdw.  on  pr.  fm.  10  x  5  x  14.   Cir.  elk. '  a  record  rn. ,  4th  fl. 
For  subsequent  executions,  see  entries  238-240. 

Court  Records 

247.  CIRCUIT  COURT  RECORD,  1826—.   41  v.  (A-Z,  1-15). 

Record  of  proceedings  in  common  Ir.w  cases,  showing  term  of  court  and  dr.to, 
names  of  plaintiff,  defendant,  attorneys,  and  officers  of  court,  type  of 
action,  jud^onts,  and  orders  of  court.   Also  contains  Chancery  Record, 
1825-60,  entry  248;  Criminal  Record,  1826-75,  entry  249;  Confession  Record, 
1826-76,  entry  250;  and  Complete  Rocord,  1826-27,  1845-60,  entry  254.  Arr. 
by  date  of  hearing.   Indexed  alph.  by  name  of  plaintiff;  for  sop.  index, 
1873 — ,  see  entry  236;  for  scp.  index  to  complete  rocord,  1826-27,  1845-60, 
see  entry  237.  1826-1914,  hdw.;  1915--,  typed.   500  p.  18  x  13  x  3.  Cir. 
clk.'s  vlt.,  4th  fl. 

248.  CHANCERY  RECORD,  1851--,  151  v.  ( 1-161).  1826-60  in  Circuit 
Court  Record,  entry  247, 

Record  of  proceedings  in  cliancery  cases,  showing  date  and  term  of  court, 
names  of  complainant,  defendant,  jurors,  officers  of  court,  and  attorneys, 
case  number,  type  of  action,  and  orders  of  court.  Also  contains  Complete 
Record,  e"ntry  254,  Arr,  by  date  of  hearing.   Indexed  alph.  by  name  of  es- 
tate; for  sep.  index,  1873 — ,  see  entry  236;  for  sep.  index  to  complete 
record,  see  entry  237,   1861-1909,  hdw.;  1910—,  typed.  500  p.  18  x  13  x  3. 
Cir.  clk.'s  vlt.,  4th  fl.  '  • 

249.  CRIMINAL  RECORD,  1876—.  25  v.  (1-25).  1325-75  in  Circuit  Court 
Record,  entry  247, 

Record  of  proceedings  in  criminal  cases,  shov/ing  date  and  term  of  court, 
names  of  plaintiff,  defendant,  officers  of  court,  and  attorneys,  docket 
number,  type  of  case,  and  action  talcen.  Arr,  by  date  of  hearing.   Indexed 
alph.  by  name  of  defendant;  for  scp.  index,  soo  entry  236,  1876-1914,  hdw,; 
1915 — ,  typed.  500  p.  18  x  13  x  3.   Cir.  clk.'s  vlt.,  4th  fl. 

250.  CONFESSION  RECORD,  1877—.  11  v.  (l-ll).  1825-75  in  Circuit 
Court  Record,  entry  247. 

Record  of  Judgments  by  confession  in  vacation  and  coijrt  tern,  showing 
court  term  and  date,  naraes  of  plaintiff  and  defendant,  type  of  case,  and 
judgment  of  court.  Arr,  by  date  of  Judgment.   Indexed  alph.  by  name  of 
defendant.  Hdw.  on  pr.  fm.  260  p.  18  x  13  x  2g.  V.  1-9,  1877-1930,  cir. 
clk.'s  vlt.,  4th  fl.;  v.  10,  11,  1931—,  cir.  clk.'s  off.,  4th  fl. 


-  247  - 
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251.  EXECUTION,  1915—.   6  v.  '  Missing:  1919-22. 

Record  of  orders  for  executions,  shovring  names  of  plaintiff,  defendant, 
and  attorneys,  case  nu-Tiber,  judgment  docket  and  page  ntunber,  and  dates  of 
judgment,  order,  and  issuance  of  execution.  Arr.  by  date  of  order.  No 
index.  Hdw.  on  pr.  fm.   200  p.  17  x  12  x  l|-.   Cir.  clk.'s  vlt.  ,  4th  fl. 

252.  ALIMOJIY  RECORD,  1920~.   4  v.  (1  not  numbered,  2-4). 
Register  of  alimony  payments,  sko',7ing  names  of  payer  and  payee,  date  sjid 
number  of  case,  date  and  amount  of  payment,  ajid  date  of  receipt.  Arr.  by 
date  of  receipt.   Indexed  alph.  by  name  of  payee.  Hd'.7.  -"onder  pr.  Mgs. 
31S  p.  14  X  9  X  2.   Cir.  clk.'s  vlt.,  4th  fl. 

253.  DEtiAlTD  FOR  JURY  (Register),  1934—.   1  v. 

Register  of  jury  demands,  shovzing  case  number,  names  of  plaintiff,  defend- 
ant, attorneys,  and  party  demanding  jury,  and  date  of  filing.  Arr.  by 
date  of  demand.   No  index.   Hd'7.  ■'Jinder  pr.  }idgs.   60  p.  14  x  9  x  1.   Cir. 
clk.'s  vlt.,  4th  fl. 

254.  COMPLS-rS  RECORD,  1823-44.   2  v.  (A,  B)  .   1825-27,  1845-60  in  Cir- 
cuit Court  Record,  entry  247;  1861 —  in  Chancery  Record,  entry  248. 

Record  of  cases  against  administrators,  executors,  and  gUeirdians  to  satisfy 
judgments  a.g£.inst  estates,  sho?n.ng  date  and  term  of  court,  names  of  plain- 
tiff, defendant,  sjid  estate,  date  and  amount  of  judgment,  and  action  taken. 
Arr.  by  case  no.   Indexed  alph.  by  name  of  plaintiff;  for  sep.  index,  see 
entry  237.   590  p.  15  x  11  x  3.   Cir.  clk.'s  vlt.,  4th  fl. 

255.  (CLERK'S  RECORD  OF  DAYS  OF  COURT),  1909-17.   3  v. 

Clerk's  record  of  daily  proceedings  in  coiirt  ca.ses,  shovring  names  of 
officers  present,  number  of  cases,  term  date,  proclamation  of  convening 
and  adjourning  court.   Arr.  by  date  of  hearing.  No  index.  Hdt/.   175  p. 
13  X  8  X  l^.   Cir.  clk.'s  vlt.,  4th  fl.  « 

256.  CRIMINAL  INDICTl.iEN-r  RECORD,  1934-36.   1  v. 

Record  of  indictments  returned  by  grand  juries,  showing  names  of  defendant, 
witnesses,  foreman  of  grand  jury,  and  state's  attorney,  nature  and  date 
of  offense,  report  of  grand  jury,  and  date  of  indictment.  Arr.  by  date 
of  indictment.   Indexed  alph.  by  naxie  of  defendant.   Tj'ped.  490  p.  18  x 
13  X  3.   Cir.  clk.'s  vlt.,  4th  fl. 

For  original  indictments,  sec  entry  239. 


Transcripts 
(See  also  entry  161) 

257.   EXECUTION  Al^D  TEAITSCRIPT  OF  JUDaSNT,  1857—.   12  i.b.  (8  f .b., 
1357--;  4  f.b.,  1869-82).   Title  varies:  Transcript  Papers, 
4  f.b.,  1869-82. 
Transcripts  of  judgments  from  justice  of  peace  courts,  showing  names  of 
plaintiff,  defendant,  court  from  ^hich  appcclod,  amd  officers  of  court, 
date  and  ?jnount  of  judgment,  date  of  appearrjicc,  and  amount  of  costs  and 
fees.  Arr.  by  date  of  judgment.  No  index.  Hdw.  on  pr.  fm. ,  typed,  a:id 
typed  on  pr.  fm.   11  x  5  x  14.   Cir.  clk.'s  record  rm.,  4th  fl. 


-  248  - 
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253.     TR/.!:SCRIPT  RECORD,    1847—,      12  v.    (1  not   lettered,   B-L). 
Transcripts  of  proceodin5S  in  justice  cf  peace  and  county  courts,    shov.lng 
date  and  term  of  court,  imrcos  of  plaintiff,   defendajit,  and  attorneys,  court 
of  appeal,  kind  of  action,   date  of  service  of  suiamons,   court   costs,  and  pro- 
ceedings,  and  date  of  filing,     Arr,  by  date  of  filing.     Indexed  alph.  by 
nane  of  plaintiff.     Hdw,  on  pr,   fm,     470  p.  18  x  13  x  ^.  l/2,     Cir,  clk,»s  vlt., 
4th  fl. 


DOO':QtS 

259.  JUDGES'  DOCKET  C013.m'  LAW,  1045 — .  47  v.  (2  not  lettered,  C-X, 
23  not  lettered). 

Judges'  comnon  law  docket  shovd.np  tenn  date,  case  number,  names  of  plain- 
tiff, defendant,  toad  attorneys,  type  of  action,  and  abstract  of  proceedings. 
Also  contains  Judges'  Docket  Cr-Jminal,  13<;  -GO,  entry  260,  and  Judpos'  Docket 
Chancery,  1845-66,  entry  261.  Arr,  by  date  of  terra,  llo  index,  Kdv, 
und-.r  ":;,  '-^cs,  400  p,  17  x  12  x  3,  Cir,  clk,'s  vlt,,  4th  fl, 

260.  JUDGES'  DOCKET  CRIMINAL,  1861—.   34  v,  (1  not  lettered,  B-L, 

22  not  lettered),  1845-60  in  Judges*  Docket  Conirion  Lav/,  entry  259, 
Judges'  docket  of  crininal  cases,  shomng  names  of  defendant  and  attorneys j 
case  number,  nature  of  chfirge,  abstract  of  proceedings,  and  term  date, 
Arr,  by  date  of  term.  No  index.  lidv/.  under  pr.  hdgs.  400  p.  18  x  13  x  3, 
Cir.  clk.'s  vlt.,  4th  fl, 

261.  JUDGES'  DOCKET  CKANCERY,  1867—,  48  v,  (A-E,  1877-79;  1  not 
lettered,  1877-79;  F-P,  U,  V,  29  not  lettered,  1880—).  1845-66 
in  Judges'  Docket  Common  Lav/,  entry  259. 

Judges'  docket  of  chancery  cases,  shovfing  nar.es  of  plaintiff,  defendant, 
and  attorneys,  term  date,  date  and  nunber  of  case,  kind  of  action,  abstract 
of  proceedings,  and  date.  Unlettered  voluiie,  1877-79,  is  duplicate  of 
volumes  D,  E,  1877-79.  Arr,  by  date  of  case.  No  index,  Hdv/,  under  pr, 
hdgs,  400  p.  17  X  12  X  3.  Cir.  clk.'s  vlt.,  4th  fl. 

262.  E-NTRY  BOOK  CHANCERY  (rocket),  1398—.   15  v. 

Docket  of  chancery  cases,  shovdng  case  number,  names  of  plaintiff,  defendant, 
and  attorneys,  kind  of  action,  and  date  of  docket  entry.  Arr,  by  case  no. 
No  index.  ?Idv/.  under  pr.  hdgs,  200  p.  10  x  9  x  1  l/2,  12  v.,  1898-1933,  cir, 
clk.'s  vlt.,  4th  fl.;  3  v.,  1934—,  cir.  clk.'s  off.,  4th  fl. 

263.  E>TTRY  BOOK  Ul'!   (Docket),  1904—.  12  v. 

Docket  of  common  law  cases,  sliowing  case  nu^Lnber,  ncjnes  of  plaintiff,  de- 
fendant, and  attorneys,  kind  of  action,  and  date  of  entry.  Arr.  by  case 
no.  No  index.  H*/. "under  pr,  hdgs.  200  p.  10  x  9  x  1  l/2.  10  v.,  1904- 
32,  cir,  clk.'s  vlt.,  4th  fl.;  2  v.,  1933—,  cir,  clk.'s  off.,  4th  fl. 


-  249  - 
Circuit  Court  -  Fee  Books  '      (264-268) 

264.  JUDGMENT  DOCKET,  1839-52,  1858—.  28  v.  (1  net  labeled,  1839- 
52 J  A-Z,  Al,  1858—).  1853-5  7  in  (Record  of  Deputy  Officials' 
Appointments  and  Oaths)  Judgment  Docket,  entry  81» 

Docket  of  judgments  entered,  showing  case  number,  names  of  plaintiff  and 
defendant,  amount  of  judgment,  damages,  and  costs,  dates  of  judgment,  exe- 
cution, and  return,  book  and  page  of  entry,  and  rerarks.  Also  contains 
Execution  Docket,  1902 — ,  entry  265.  Arr.  by  date  of  judgment.   Indexed 
alph.  by  name  of  plaintiff  or  defendant,   1839-52,  hdw.;  1858 — ,  hdw. 
under  pr.  hdgs.   300  p.  18  x  13  x  3.  Cir.  clk.'s  vlt,,  4th  fl. 

265.  EXECUTION  DOCKET,  1827-1901.   8  v.  (A-H).   1902—  in  Judgment 
Docket,  entry  264, 

Docket  of  executions  issued,  showing  case  number,  date  of  issuance  of 
execution,  names  of  plaintiff,  defendant,  attorneys,  and  sheriff,  date 
and  amount  of  judgment,  damages,  costs,  and  sheriff's  return.  Arr,  by 
date  of  execution.  Indexed  alph,  by  names  of  plaintiff  and  defendant. 
1827-50,  hdw.,-  1851—,  hdw.  under  pr,  hdgs.  250  p.  18  x  13  x  2.  Cir, 
clk.'s  Tit.,  4th  fl, 

266.  LIEN  AND  SATISFACTION  DOCI'^IT,  1887—.  3  v.  (1-3). 

Docket  of  liens,  shov;ing  names  of  claimant,  legal  description  of  property 
charged  with  lien,  date,  amount,  and  number  of  lien,  and  notation  and 
date  of  satisfaction.  Arr.  by  lien  no.   Indexed  alph.  by  name  of  defendanb, 
Hdw.  under  pr.  hdgs.  290  p.  18  x  13  x  2.  Cir,  clk.'s  vlt,,  4th  fl. 


Fee  Books 

267.  FEE  BOOK  COIIKON  LAW,    1827—.      42  v.    (1  not  labeled,    B,   4  not 
labeled,    F-R,   U,   T7,   Y,    1,    4-6,    9,    10,    13,    16,    18,    21,    25,    27, 
31,   33,    37,    41,   44,   47,    49,    51),      Title  varies:   Fee   Book,    1  v, 
not  labeled,   v.    B,   4  not  labeled,    F-Q,    1827-82. 

Register   of  fees   in  common  law  cases,    showing  namber   of  case,    term  date, 
names   of  plaintiff  and  defendant,    type   of  action,    itemized  statement  of 
fees,    court   costs,    total,    and  date   of  receipt.      Also   contains   Fee   Book 
Criminal,    1827-81,    entry  268,   and  Fee   Book  Chancery,    1827-81,    entry  269. 
1827-97,   arr.  by  date   of  case;    1898 — ,    arr.   by  case   no.      Indexed  alph. 
by  name   of  plaintiff,      1827-55,   hdw,;    1856—,   hdw.   under  pr.   hdgs.      600 
p.,    18  X  6  X  3   -  18  X  13  X  3.      1  v.   not   labeled,   v.   B,    4  not  labeled,   F-R, 
U,   W,  y,    1,    4-6,    9,    10,    13,    16,    18,    21,    25,    27,    31,    33,    37,    41,   44,    1827- 
1931,    cir.   clk.'s  vlt.,    4th  fl.;  v.   47,   49,    51,    1932—,    cir.    clk.'s   off., 
4th  fl. 

268.  FEE   BOOK  CRIMNAL,    1882—.      17  v,    (T,   X,    2,    7,    12,    15,    20,    23, 
26,    29,    32,    35,    38-40,   43,    46).      1827-81   in  Fee   Book  Common  Law, 
entry  267. 

Register   of  fees   received  in  criminal   cases,    showing  case  number,    name 
of  defendant,   term  date,    kind  of  action,    list  of  fees  and   court   costs, 
total,   and  date   of  receipt.     Arr.   by  case  no.      Indexed  alph,  by  name   of 
defendant,     Hdw.   under  pr,  hdgs.      600  p,   18  x  13  x  3.      16  v.,    1882-1935, 
cir,   clk.'s  vlt.,   4th  fi.;   v.   46,    1936—,    cir.   elk, 's   off.,   4th  fl. 


-  250  - 
Circuit  Oourt  -  Reports   to  (269-273) 

Covirt 


269.  FEE  BOOK  CHANCERY,  1882—.   20  v.  (S.  V,  Z,  3,  8,  11,  14,  17,  19, 
22,  24,  28,  30,  34,  36,  42,  45,  48,  50,  52).   1827-81  in  Fee  Book 
Comnon  Law,  entry  267. 
Register  of  foes  received  in  chancery  cases,  showing  names  cf  plaintiff 
e.n±   defendant,  term  date,  ce.so  nui.-.bor,  type  of  action,  itemized  list  of 
fees  and  court  coots,  and  dato  p,nd  amount  of  receipts.  Arr.  by  case  no. 
Indexed  alph.  by  nr.me  of  plaintiff.  Kdw.  under  pr.  hdgs.   600  p.  18  x  13 
X  3.  17  v.,  1882-1931,  cir.  elk. '  s  vlt.,  4th  fl.;  v.  48,  50,  52,  1932—, 
cir.  elk. 's  off.,  4th  fl. 


Reports  to  Court 

270.  MASTER'S  REPORTS,  1880-93,  1393--.   5  f.b,   1894-97  in  Mis- 
collr-jaeous  Pr.pcrs,  entry  291. 

Master-in-chancory  reports  shorang  namaa  of  master,  plaintiff,  and  de- 
fondant,  amount  of  receipts  and  disbursements,  rocapit\ilation,  and  date 
of  report.  Arr.  by  date  of  report.  No  index.  Hdw.  on  pr.  fm,   11  x  5  x  14. 
Cir.  clk.'s  record  rm. ,  4th  fl. 

271.  STATE'S  ATTORNEY'S  REPORT,  1886—.   2  f.b. 

Original  reports  of  state's  attorneys,  shoxving  number  of  indictments  and 
convictions,  amount  of  fees,  fines,  and  forfeitures  collected,  date  of 
receipt  by  county  treasurer,  date  and  term  of  court,  names  of  state's 
attorney  and  defondajit,  and  recommendations  for  care  of  coxinty  jail  rjid 
prisoners.  Arr.  by  date  of  report.  No  index.  Hdw.  on  pr.  fra» 
11  X  5  X  14.   Cir.  elk. ' s  record  rm. ,  4th  fl. 

272.  STATE'S  ATTORIIEY'S  REPORT  RECORD,  1877—.  3  v.  (l  not  nujr.bered, 
2,  3). 

Report  record  of  convictions  and  fines,  fees,  and  forfeitures  collected 
by  state's  attorney,  showing  names  of  defendant  ajid  attorneys,  type  of 
action,  amount  of  collections,  date  and  case  number,  and  court  proceedings. 
Arr.  by  date  of  case.   1877-1911,  indexed  alph.  by  name  of  state's  attorney; 
1912 — ,  no  index.   Hdw.   250  p.  18  x  13  x  2.   Cir.  elk. ' s  vlt.,  4th  fl. 

373.   GRAND  JURY  REPORTS.  1927—.   1  f.b.   1831-79  in  Criminal  Law 

Papers,  entry  239;  1880-1926  in  Miscellaneous  Papers,  entry  291. 
Reports  of  grand  Juries,  showing  npjnos  of  judge,  foreman,  and  members 
of  jury,  date  and  term  of  court,  number  of  true  and  nontruo  bills  returned, 
ajid  number  of  days  in  session;  also  reports  of  sanitary  condition  of 
county  jail  rjid  health  of  prisoners.  Arr.  by  date  of  report.  No  index. 
Hdw.  rjid  t>-ped.   11  x  5  x  14.   Cir.  elk. '  s  record  rm. ,  4th  fl. 


-  251  - 
Circuit  Court  -  Jury  (274-27S) 

Records;  Bonds 


Jury  Records 
(See  also  entries  24,  88[x],  132,  137,  158,  248) 

274.  JURY  VENIRES,  1870—.   7  f  .b. 

Venires  of  jurors,  sho\7ing  nrjnos  of  persons  ordered  to  appear  for  jury 
service,  date  rud.   time  of  appearance,  and  seal  of  circuit  clerk.   Arr. 
by  date  of  drawing,   llo  index.   Kdw.  on  pr.  fm.   11  x  5  x  4.   Cir.  clk.'s 
record  rn.,  4th  fl. 

275.  RECORD  OF  JURORS  AilD  T7IT1ISSSES  (Register),  1917—.   8  v. 
Register  of  jurors  and  witnesses  having  served  in  circuit  court,  showing 
name  and  address  of  juror  or  witness,  and  date  of  service.   Arr.  by  date 
of  service.   No  index.   Kdw.  under  pr.  hdgs.   250  p.  18  x  13  x  1-g.      Cir. 
elk. 's  vlt. ,  4th  fl. 

Bonds 
(See  also  entries  77-81,  120,  122) 

276.  OEEICIAL  BONDS,  1828—.   2  f.b.  (1  f.b.  1828-94;  1  f  .b.  1932--). 
Circuit  clerk's  files  of  miscellaneous  official  bonds,  including  those 

of  master  in  chancery,  1351-94,  1932 — ,  probation  officer,  1932 — ,  sheriff 
1832-68,  county  clerk,  1377-82,  1932—,  coroner,  1328-73;  also  contains 
Deputy  Sheriff's  Bonds,  1829-64,  entry  296.  No  obvious  arr.  No  index. 
1828-94,  hdw.  and  hdw.  on  pr.  fm.  ;  1932 — ,  tj'ped  and  tj^Jed  on  pr.  frn.   1 
f.b.,  1328-94,  cir.  clk.'s  vlt.,  4th  fl.;  1  f.b.,  1932—,  cir.  clk.'s 
off.,  4th  fl. 

277.  BONDS,  1832—.   19  f.b. 

Miscellaneous  bonds,  including  appeal,  capias,  injunction,  recognizance, 
replevin,'  receivers'  and  trustees'  bonds,  and  bonds  for  court  costs.   Arr. 
by  date  of  filing.  No  index.  Hdw.  and  typed  on  pr.  fn.   11  x  5  x  14. 

14  f.b.,  1882-1934,  cir.  clk.'s  record  rin.  ,  4th  fl.;  5  f.b,,  1935--,  cir. 
clk.'s  off.,  4th  fl. 

For  additional  appeal  bonds,  see  entries  132,  29lfi']. 

273.   RECOGNIZANCE  RECORD,  1870-1921.   5  v.  (A-E) . 
Copies  of  recognizance  bonds,  showing  nanes  of  defendant  and  sureties, 
amount  and  condition  of  bond,  dates  of  bond  and  filing,  and  signature 
of  sheriff.  Arr.  by  date  of  bond.   No  index.  Hdw.  on  pr.  fm.   315  p. 

15  X  13  X  2.   Cir.  clk.'s  vlt.,  4th  fl. 

279.  BOm  ATD   REPLEVIN  FINE  AND  COSTS,  1897-1926.   2  v.  (l,  2). 
Copies  of  replevin  bonds  given  to  sheriff  or  constable,  showing  nanes  of 
principal  and  sureties,  value  of  property,  amoimt,  conditions,  and  obli- 
gations of  bond,  signatures  of  principal  and  surety,  and  dates  of  bond 
and  entry.   Arr.  by  date  of  entry.   Indexed  alph.  by  name  of  defendant. 
Hdw.  on  pr.  fm.   290  p.  18  x  13  x  ij.   Cir.  clk.'s  vlt.,  4th  fl. 


-  352  - 
Circuit  Court  «  Parole?  (280-283) 

Naturalization 


Parole 

280.  APPLICATION  FOR  DISCHARGE  UNL3R  P.<iROLE,  1896-99.   1  v. 
Record  of  application  for  discharge  under  parole  law,  showing  name  pf 
applicant,  place  of  confinonent,  date  and  type  of  criEe,  action  of 
parole  board,  and  dates  of  application  and  parole,  Arr.  by  date  of 
application.  Indexed  alph.  by  name  of  applicant,  Hdn,  on  pr.  fci, 
440  p,  18  X  13  X  2^.  Cir,  clk.'s  vlt,,  4th  fl. 

Haturali  zat  i  on 
(See  also  entries  179-133) 

281.  NATU5ALIZATI01I  PAPERS,  1836-1927.  2  f.b.  Missing:  1903-23. 
1928-30  in  Naturalization  Service  Petition  and  Record,  entry 
283;  1931—  in  United  State^i  District  Court,  Danville,  Illinois. 

Declarations  of  intention  to  become  citizen  of  United  States,  showing 
name,  age,  nativity,  and  residence  of  alien,  date  of  arrival,  name  of 
vessel,  renunciation  of  allegiance  to  foreign  potTcr,  signatures  of  wit- 
nesses and  alien,  and  dates  of  declaration  and  filing.  Ho  abvious  arr. 
No  index,  Kdw,  on  pr,  fm.   11  x  5  x  14,  Cir.  clk.'s  record  nn,,  4th  fl, 

282.  NATURALIZAnCll  SERVICE  RECORD  CP  DECLARATION  OP  INTEl'ITION,  1860- 
1930,  3  V.  (A,  1,  2),  Hissing!  1907-20.  Title  varies:  Natural- 
ization Record  Intention,  A,  1860-1906.  19:^ —  in  United  States 
District  Court,  Danville,  Illinois, 

Record  of  declarations  of  intention  to  become  citizens,  sho\7ing  name,  age, 
nativity,  occupation,  and  residence  of  alien,  date  and  place  of  arrival 
in  United  States,  and  dates  of  declaration  and  filing.  Arr.  by  date  of 
filing.  Indexed  alph,  by  name  of  applicant,  Hdw.  on  pr.  fm,  300  -  500  p, 
12  X  8  X  i  -  18  X  13  X  3,  Cir,  clk,'s  vlt,,  4th  fl, 

28b,  NATURALIZATION  SERVICE  PETITION  MD  RECORD,  1860-1930,   4  V, 

(B,  B,  1,  2).  Missing:  1903-20,  Title  varies:  Naturalization 
Record  Pinal,  3,  B,  1860-1902,   1931—  in  United  States  District 
Court,  Danville,  Illinois, 
Record  of  petition  for  and  final  certificate  of  naturalization,  showing 
names  of  alien,  wife,  children,  witnesses,  clerk,  and  judge,  addresses 
of  alien  and  witnesses,  nativity,  place  and  date  of  immigration,  renun- 
ciation of  allegiance  to  foreign  power,  oath  of  allegiance  to  United 
States,  and  date  of  filing.  Also  contains  Naturalization  Papers,  1928-30, 
entry  281;  Naturalization  Record  Minor  and  Soldiers,  1860-65,  1921-30, 
entry  284,  Arr.  by  date  of  filing.  Indexed  alph.  by  name  of  applicant. 
Hdw.  on  pr.  fm.   550  p,  18  x  13  x  3,  Cir,  clk.'s  vlt.,  4th  fl. 


-  253  - 
Circ\iit  Court  -  Office  -      (28U-2g9) 

Transactions 

28U.   NATURALIZATION  RECORD  MINOR  AND  SOLDIERS,  1866-1902.   1  v. 

Missing:  1903-20,   I86O-65,  I92I-3O  in  Naturalization  Service 
Petition  and  Record,  entry  283. 
Record  of  minors'  and  discharged  soldiers'  petitions,  final  oaths,  and 
certificates  of  naturalization,  showing  name,  age,  occ-upation,  and 
nativity  of  alien,  length  of  residence  in  the  United  States,  and  dates  of 
petition,  oath,  and  certificate.   Arr.  "by  date  of  instrument.   Indexed 
alph.  by  name  of  applicant.  Hdw.  on  pr.  fm,   U16  p.  18  x  I3  x  2.   Cir. 
elk. 's  vlt.,  Uth  fl. 

285.  PETITION  FINAL  OATH  (and)  CERTIFICATE  RECORD  (Discharged  Soldiers), 
I876-8U.   1  V. 
Record  of  soldiers'  petitions,  oaths,  and  final  certificates  of  naturali- 
zation, showing  name,  age,  and  nativity  of  alien,  names  of  witnesses, 
length  of  residence  in  the  United  States,  dates  of  petition,  oath,  and  final 
certificate,  and  service  record.   Arr.  by  date  of  instrument.   Indexed 
alph.  by  name  of  ap-nlicant.   Hdw.  on  vt.    fm.   5^0  p.  18  x  I3  x  3.   Oir. 
elk. 's  vlt,,  Uth  fl. 


Office  Transactions 
Court  Business 

286.  FOREIGN  'TITNESS  (Affidavits).   1925~.   1  f.b. 

Affidavits  of  foreign  witnesses  in  circuit  court  cases,  showing  name  and 
address  of  witnesq,  names  of  defendant  and  clerk,  days  of  service,  amount 
of  claim,  and  date  and  amount  of  payment.   Arr.  chron.   No  index.   Hd". 
on  pr.  fm.   11  x  5  x  lU.   Cir.  clk.'s  record  rm. ,  Uth  fl. 

For  prior  foreign  witness  affidavits,  see  entries  238-2UO. 

287.  PUBLICATION  RECORD,  1922—.   2  v. 

Record  of  publication  notices,  showing  case  number,  names  of  plaintiff, 
defendant,  attorneys,  and  newsnapers,  type  of  action,  and  dates  of  filing 
notice  and  publication.  Arr,  by  date  of  filing.   No  index.   Hdw.  on  pr. 
fm.   60  p.  lU  X  9  X  i.   Cir.  clk.'s  vlt.,  Uth  fl. 

Receipts  and  Expenditures 

288.  ASSIGNIENTS  (of  Witness  Fees),  1901--.   2  f.b.   Last  entry  I93I. 
Missing:  1912-28. 

Authorization  for  attorney  in  fact  to  collect  mileage  and  witness  fees, 

showing  names  of  attorney,  plaintiff,  and  defendant,  case  number,  amount 

due,  and  signature  of  assignee.   No  obvious  arr.  No  index,  Hdw.  and 
typed.   11  X  5  X  lU.   Cir.  clk.'s  record  rm. ,  Uth  fl. 

289.  CASH  BOOK,  I92U— ,   U  v. 

Circuit  clerk's  cash  book  of  receipts  and  disbursements,  showing  date, 
amount,  and  purpose  of  receipts  and  expenditures,  and  names  of  payer  and 
payee.   Arr.  chron.   No  index,   ^dw,  \inder  pr.  hdgs.   3OO  p,  I3  x  18  x  2. 
Cir.  clk.'s  record  rm. ,  Uth  fl. 


-  254  - 
Circuit  Court  -  Miscellaneous  (290,291) 

Records 


Miscellaneous  Records 

290.  VERMILION  COUNTY  SIGNERS  OF  LOYALTY,  1918.   1  v. 

List  of  persons  pledging  loyalty  to  the  United  States,  showing  names  of  per- 
sons signing  and  refusing,  reasons  for  refusal,  and  totals.  No  otvious 
arr.  No  index.  Typed.  500  p.  9  x  14^  x  3-^-.  Cir.  elk. '  s  vlt.,  4th  fl. 

291.  MISGELLAlffiOUS  PAPERS,  1833-1927.   4  f.b. 

Miscellaneous  documents  from  various  offices  filed  with  or  kept  by  the 
circuit  clerk,  including; 

i.  Appeal  bonds,  1905,  1907,  showing  names  of  principal  and 
sureties,  date,  amount,  and  obligations  of  bond,  and  date 
of  filing, 
ii.  Attachments  for  contempt  of  court,  1900,  showing  name  of 
defend.ont,  nature  of  oontompt,  date,  sheriff's  return,  and 
amount  of  fees  charged, 
iii.  Civil  law  papers,  1874,  1898,  including  declarations, 

summonses,  executions,  citations,  witness  affidavits,  sub- 
poenas, stipulations,  jmd  court  orders, 
iv.  Drainage  right  of  way  releases  and  settlements,  1880-84, 
showing  names  of  releasor  and  releasee,  legal  description 
of  property,  date  and  consideration  of  release,  and  date 
of  filing. 
V.  Motions  for  new  trial,  1906,  showing  date  and  reason  for 
motion,  and  name  of  defendpjit. 
vi.  Order  fixing  date  of  naturalization  hearing,  1925,  shov/ing 
names  of  judge  and  clerk,  and  dates  of  order  and  hearing, 
vii.  Petitions  for  appointment  of  deputy  sheriffs,  1927,  shovdng 
name  of  sheriff,  dates  of  petition  and  filing,  and  nujnber 
of  deputies  needed, 
viii.   Sheriff's  certificates  of  levy,  1889,  showing  names  of 

sheriff,  plaintiff,  and  defendant,  dcfscription  of  property, 
amount  of  costs,  fees,  judgment,  and  penalties,  and  date  of 
lev;;-, 
ix.   Subpoenas  to  appear  before  grand  jury,  1874,  sliowing  name 
and  address  of  person,  date,  time,  and  place  of  appearance. 
X.  Tax  purchase  notices,  1880-84,  showing  names  of  original 
O'wnor,  purchaser,  and  cotinty  clerk,  legal  description  of 
property,  and  date  of  notice  and  last  day  of  redemption 
period, 
xi.  True  bills,  1869-1906,  showing  name  of  defendant,  action, 
date  of  indictment,  and  signature  of  foreman  of  grrnd   jury. 
Also  contains  Not  True  Indictments,  1870-75,  entry  241;  Liens,  1887-91, 
entry  243;  Master's  Reports,  1894-97,  entry  270;  and  Grand  Jury  Reports, 
1880-1926,  entry  273.  No  obvious  arr.  No  index.  Hdw. ,  typed,  and  hdw. 
on  pr.  fm.  11  x  5  x  14.  C ir.  clk.'s  record  rm. ,  4th  fl. 


(Next  entry  292,  p.  257) 


VI I .   SHERIFF 


The  sheriff,  by  conr,titutional  provision,  has  been  an  elected  offi- 
cer in  Vermilion  County  from  the  organization  of  the  co\inty,  in  1826,  to 
the  present. i  The  term  of  his  office,  originally  set  at  two  years, 2  is 
now  four  years. *5  In  1880  it  was  provided,  •by  constitution-'^l  amendment, 
that  no  person  elected  to  the  office  of  sheriff  shoiild  be  eligible  for 
reelection  to  that  office  until  four  yt3ars  after  the  expiration  of  his 
term  of  office. 4  His  bond  in  this  county  is  required  in  the  sum  of 
$10,000  j'jid  must  be  approved  by  the  county  judge. 5  MemorcJida  of  this 
bond  are  entered  at  large  upon  the  records  of  the  county  court,  and  the 
bond  is  filed  in  the  office  of  the  county  clork. 6  One  or  more  deputies 
are  appointed  by  the  sheriff  in  accordrjice  with  the  number  allowed  by  rule 
of  the  circuit  court.   Compensation  of  the  deputies  is  determined  by  the 
county  board. "^  The  sheriff  is  warden  of  the  coiinty  jail  and  has  custody 
and  regulation  of  the  same  and  of  all  prisoners. 8  To  assist  him  in  this 
administration,  he  appoints  a  superintendent  of  the  county  jail  for  whose 
conduct  he  is  responsible,  and  whom  he  may  remove  at  pleasure. ^ 

Essentially  without  change  for  over  one  hundred  years,  the  principal 
duties  of  the  sheriff  are  the  following: 

1.  To  act  as  conservator  of  the  peace,  with  power  to  arrest 
offenders  on  view. ^^ 


1.  Constitution  of  1818,  Art.  Ill,  sec.  11;  Constitution  of  1848,  Art. 
VII,  sec.  7;  Consti tuition  of  1870,  Art.  X,  sec.  8;  second  pjnendment 
November  22,  1880,  to  the  Constitution  of  1870,  Art.  X,  sec.  8;  also 
L.1819,  p.  110;  R. 3.1874,  p.  989. 

2.  Constitution  of  1818,  Art.  Ill,  sec.  11;  Constitution  of  1848,  Art. 
VII,  sec.  7. 

3.  Constitution  of  1870,  Art.  X,  sec.  8. 

4.  Ibid.,  as  amended  November,  1880. 

5.  R. 5.1874,  p.  990.   Cf.  H.L.1827,  p.  371.   Prior  to  the  organization 
of  the  co-unty  court,  the  sheriff's  bond  and  securities  were  approved 
by  the  circuit  court. 

6.  R.S.184n,  p.  514;  R.S.1874,  p.  989. 

7.  R.L.1827,  p.  373;  E. 5.1845,  p.  515;  L.1869,  p.  399;  Constitution  of 
1870,  Art.  X,  sec.  9. 

8.  L.1819.  p.  111,112,160-62,  314-17,332,353;  L.1821,  p.  37,63,64; 
R.L.1827,  p.  247-50;  L.1831,  p.  103,104,106;  R.L.1833,  p.  574,575; 
L.1845,  p.  10,19;  R. 5.1345,  p.  133,134,515-17;  R.S.1874.  p.  616,989-91; 
L.1901,  p.  137,138;  L.1923,  p.  423.   The  citations  also  include  ref- 
erence to  duties  not  included  in  the  general  outline  noted  above. 

9.  L.1923.  p.  423, 

10.   R.L.1827.  p.  372;  R.S..1845.  p.  515;  R,S.1874.  p.  990. 

-  255  - 


-  256  - 
Sheriff 


2.  To  attend,  in  person  or  by  deputy,  all  courts  of  record 
(city,  county,  probate,  circuit,  and  appellate  courts) 
in  his  county,  and  to  obey  the  orders  and  directions  of 
the  courts.^ 

3.  To  serve,  execute,  ajid  return  all  writs,  warrants,  pro- 
cess, orders,  and  decrees  legally  directed  to  him. 2 

4.  To  sell  real  or  personal  property  by  virtue  of  execution 
or  other  process.^ 

5.  To  send  fingerprints  of  criminals  to  the  State  Bureau  of 
Criminal  Identification  ar.d  Investigation.^ 

In  the  course  of  the  sheriff's  many   detailed  duties  included  in  these 
broad  provisions,  the  following  records  may  be  kept  but  do  not  appear  in 
Vermilion  County: 

1.  Receipts  of  deliveries  of  prisoners  in  changes  of  venue, 5 

2.  Copies  of  reports  to  the  county  court  and  circuit  court. ^ 

3.  Reports  of  pawnbrokers  on  loans  and  articles  pawned.''' 

The  following  records  may  be  kept  and  do  appear: 

1.  Register  of  prisoners.^ 

2.  "Book  of  Accounts,"  including  records  of  fees  and  disburse- 
ments.9 

3.  Data  of  identification  of  criminals  and  stolen  property.-^'-' 

4.  Docket  of  execution, 

5.  Process  docket. 


1.  R,L,1827,  -0.    372;  R.S.1845,  p.  515;  R.S.1374,  p.  990. 

2.  Ibid. 

3.  R.L.1827,  p.  334;  L. 1858-39,  p.  14-18,20;  R.S.1845,  p.  302,306,307; 
L. 1871-72.  p.  505;  R,S.1874,  p.  622,523,627-29. 

4.  L,1931.  p,  465, 

5.  R.S.1874,  p.  1096, 

6.  Ibid.,  p.  617;  L.1925,  p.  424;  L.1933,  p.  678. 

7.  L.1909.  p.  301, 

8.  R.S.1874.  p.  617;  L,1923,  p.  424,- 

9.  L, 1871-72,  p,  450,451;  L,1873-74,  p.  104,105. 
10.  L,1931.  p.  465. 
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Bonds 


Process 

292.  COvn:  ON  LAW  PJICCHD   (Process  Docket),    IgyS— .      I6  v.    (E-I,    I-P , 
1  not  labeled,    20,    1  not  labeled)..   L'dssing:   I915-22.      Title 
varies:    Sheriff '  s  Process  Docket,   v.    E-I,    I-P,   ISyS-igH;    Sheriff's 
Register  of   Service,    1  v.    not  labeled,   1912-lU,    v.    20,    I923-27. 

Docket  of  process  papers   served  by   sheriff  in   comnon  law  cases,    showing  case 
nvunber,    names  of  plaintiff   and  defendajit,    type  of  writ,    and  dates   of  recei-ot 
and  service;   I878-I9II,    also   shoe's  amount   of  fee   earnings  and  receipts, 
kind  of  action,    and  naiics  of  attorneys.      Also   contains   Chancery  Hecord   (Pro- 
cess Docket),    1878-1927,    entry  293;    Crininal  Record  (Process  Docket),   IS78- 
1925,    entry  29U;    and  Execution  Docket,   I909 — ,    entry  295.      Arr.    by  date  of 
process.      No   index.      Hdvr.   under  nr.    hdgs.      285  ""   5^0  p.    I6  x  12  x  2  -^  -  18 
X  U  X  3.      V.    B-I,    I-P,    1  not  labeled,    20,    1878-191^,    192^27,    common  vlt.  , 
5th  fl.;    1  V.    not  labeled,   1928—,    sh. 's  private   off.,    lot  fl. 

293.  CHAIJCZRY  PECORo   (process  Docket),   1928—.      1  v.      I878-I927  in 
Common  Lav/  Record   (Process  Docket),    entry  292. 

Docket  of  process  par.ers   served  by  sheriff  in   chancer;/'  cases,    showing  case 
number,    date  of  receipt,   kind  of  'rrit,    names  of  plaintiff  and  defendant, 
and  date  of  service.      Arr.   by  date  of  service.      No  index.      Hdw.   under  -or. 
hdgs.      500  p.    18  X  lU  X  3.      Sh. 's   off.,    1st  fl.  ,    co.    jail. 

29U.      CRIUIIIAL  RECORD   (Process  Docket),    192G~.      2  v,      1878-1925  in 
Co»iiaon  Law  Record   (Process  Docket),    nntry  292. 
Docket   of  iirocess  papers   served  by  sheriff  in   criminal   cases,    shoeing  case 
niimber,    date   of  receipt,    type  of  vrrit,    name  of   defendant,    and  date  of  service 
Arr.    by  date   of  service.      No   index.      Hd^v.    under  pr.    hdgs.      5^0  P*    1^  x  18  x  3 
1  v.,    1926-28,    common  vlt.,    5th  fl.;     1  v.,   I929--,    sh. 's  off.,    1st  fl.,    co. 
jail. 

295.      EXECUTION  DOCKET,    I87U-I9O8.      8  v.    (C-J).      1909~   in   Common  La^ 
Record  (Process  Docket),    entry  292. 
Sheriff's   docket   of   executions   served,    showing  names   of  plaintiff   and  de- 
fendant,   case  number,    amoiint  of  judgment   and  fees,    and  dates   of   execution, 
service,    and  return.      Arr.    by  date   of   execution.      No   index.      Hdw.   under  pr. 
hdgs.      100  p.    lU  X  17  X  2.      Common  vlt.,    5th  fl. 


Bonds 

296.      DEPUTY  SHERIFF'S  BONDS,   I93U— .      1   f.b.      Missing:   1865-1933. 
1829-6U  in  Official  Bonds,    entry  276. 
Bonds   of  deputy  sheriffs,    sho-^ing  name  of  -orincipal,    date,    amount,    and  obliga- 
tions  of  bond,    signatures  of   sureties,    and  date  of  filing.      Arr.    by  date 
of  bond.      No   index.      Hd^?.      10  x  5  x  ik.      Sh. 's  private  off.,    1st  fl. 


-  258  - 
Sheriff  -  Jail  Records;  Fees,  (897-303) 

Receipts  and  Expenditures 


Jail  Records 

297.  JAIL  RECORD,  1935—.   2  f.t. 

Daily  card  record  of  prisoners,  showing  numlDer,  name,  address,  occupation, 
and  physical  description  of  prisoner,  names  and  address  of  parents,  type 
of  charge,  length  of  sentence,  reference  to  fingerprint  record,  end  date 
of  release.   Arr.  alph.  by  name  of  prisoner.  No  index.  Typed  on  pr.  fm. 
4  X  6  X  18.   Sh.'s  off.,  1st  fl.,  co.  jail, 

298.  JAIL  REGISTER,  1906—.   7  v. 

Register  of  persons  conmittei  to  Jail,  showing  name,  sex,  age,  color,  occu- 
pation, birthplace,  residence,  and  physical  condition  of  prisoner,  date  and 
"by  whom  committed,  type  of  offense,  date  and  length  of  sentence,  and  date 
and  reason  for  discharge.  Arr.  oy   date  of  sentence.   Indexed  alph.  by  name 
of  prisoner.  Hdw.  under  pr.  hdgs.  500  p.  14  x  18  x  3.   Sh.'s  off.,  1st 
fl.,  CO.  jail. 

299.  FINGERPRINT  RECORD,  1937—.   25  f.b. 

Card  record  of  prisoners'  fingerprints,  showing  final  disposition  of  case, 
date  and  place  of  birth,  residence,  nationality,  physical  description, 
occupation,  criminal  history,  copy  of  fingerprints,  and  number  of  prisoner. 
Arr.  alph.  by  name  of  prisoner.   For  index  to  fingerprint  record  by  name, 
see  entry  300;  for  index  to  fingerprint  record  by  nvunber,  see  entry  301, 
Typed  on  pr.  fm,  3  x  4  x  12.  Sh.'s  off.,  1st  fl.,  co.  jail. 

300.  INDEX  TO  FINGERPRINT  RECORD  (By  Name),  1937--.  1  v. 

Index  to  Fingerprint  Record,  entry  299,  showing  nane  and  criminal  record 
of  prisoner,  and  date  of  prints.  Arr.  alph.  by  name  of  prisoner.  [I^ped 
on  pr.  fm.  100  p.  12  x  8  x  1.   Sh.'s  off.,  1st  fl.,  co.  jail. 

301.  INDEX  TO  FDIGERPRIlsT  RECORD  (By  Number),  1937—.   1  v. 

Index  to  Fingerprint  Record,  entry  299,  shov/ing  name,  nimber,  and  criminal 
record  of  prisoner,  and  date  of  prints.  Arr.  by  no.  of  prisoner,   lyped 
on  pr.  fm.  100  p.  12  x  8  x  1.   Sh.'s  off.,  1st  fl.,  co.  jail. 


Fees,  Receipts  and  Sxpendituros 

302,  SHERIFF'S  PAYROLL  VOUCHERS,    1930—,      3   f,b. 

Duplicate  vouchers   issued  as  payment  of  salaries  of  deputies   in  sheriff's 
office,    showing  date  of  Toucher,  name  of  payee,    and  amount  of  salary.     Arr, 
by  date  of  voucher.     No    index.      Hdw.   under  pr,  hdgs.      4  x  10  x  13  -  14  x  14 
X  20.      1  f.b.,    1930-34,    comnon  vlt.,    5th  fl.;    2  f.b.,    1935—,    sh.'s  off., 
1st  fl.,    CO.    jail. 

303,  CASH  BOOK,  1916—,   3  v. 

Cash  book  of  receipts  and  expenditures,  showing  dates,  p^orposes,  and 
amounts  of  receipts  and  expenditures,  and  name  of  payer  or  payee.  Also 
contains  Sheriff's  Receipts  (Register),  1922—,  entry  304.  Arr,  by  date 
of  entry.  No  index.  Hdw.  under  pr.  hdgs.  500  p.  17  x  15  x  2,  2  v, , 
1915-22,  common  vlt,,  5th  fl,;  1  v,,  1923 — ,  sh.'s  private  off.,  1st  fl. 
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304.   SHEHIF?'S  RECEIPTS  (Register),  1874-1921.   15  v.  (2-5,  7,  8,  10-17, 
19).   Missing:  1863-84,  1891,  1917-19.   1922—  in  Cash  Book,  entry 
303. 
Register  of  receipts,  showing  nature  of  service,  amotint  of  fees,  date,  and 
name  of  payer.  Arr.  by  date  of  entry.  No  index.  Hdw.  \mder  pr.  hdgs. 
500  p.  17  X  15  X  2.   Common  vlt.,  5th  fl. 


VIII.   COROiraR 

The  coroner's  office  in  Vermilion  County  has  continued  in  existence 
from  the  orgejiization  of  the  county,  1826,  to  the  present. 1  The  coroner 
is  elected  "by  the  county  electorate  for  r.  four-year  term. 2  After  cer- 
tificp.tion  of  his  election  by  the  county  clerk,  filing  of  his  bond»  and 
taking  oath  of  office,  he  receives  his  comir.ission  from  the  3-ovGrnor.^ 
The  coroner's  bond  in  this  county  is  required  in  the  sum  of  $5,000  and 
must  be  approved  by  the  county  j\idge.4  Tho  inouest  duties  of  this 
official  have  changed  little  over  e.   period  of  more  than  a  century.   The 
coroner  acts  as  a  conservator  of  the  peace  with  powers  equal  to  these  of 
sheriff  in  this  respect  and  serves  as  a  ministerial  officer  of  the  co^urts 
in  the  absence  or  disou?.lification  of  the  sheriff;  he  also  performs  r.1i 
the  other  duties  of  the  latter  when  the  office  is  vacrJit.S 

The  most  iraportajit  function  of  the  coroner  is  to  hold  inquest  over 
the  bodies  of  persons  supposed  to  have  cone  to  their  dea.th  by  violence, 
casualty,  or  other  undue  merjis.   ^en  notification  of  such  death  is  re- 
ceived, the  coroner  proceeds  to  the  body,  takes  charge  of  it,  pjid  sum- 
mons a  jury  composed  of  six  men  from  the  vicinity  in  which  the  body  was 
found.   The  jury  is  instructed  to  assemble  at  a  stated  time  pjid  place,  to 
view  the  body  and  to  inqiiire  into  the  cause  pjid  manner  of  the  death.   If 
the  inquest  is  continued  rjid  a  vacancy  should  occur  on  the  jury,  the  coro- 
ner is  allowed  to  fill  such  vacancy. 6 


1.  Constitution  of  1813,  Art.  Ill,  sec.  11;  1.1849,  Second  Sess.,  p.  7; 
Constitution  of  1870,  Art.  X,  sec.  8. 

2.  The  office  is  constitutional  PXid.   elective  (Constitution  of  1818,  Art. 
Ill,  sec.  11;  Constitution  of  1870,  Art.  X,  sec.  8).   The  term,  for- 
merly two  years,  is  now  fo\ir  years  (second  amendment,  November  22, 
1880,  to  Constitution  of  1870,  Art.  X,  sec.  8). 

3.  R.S.1345.  p.  514;  R.S.1B74.  p.  281. 

4.  R.S.1874,  p.  281. 

5.  L.1819,  p.  111,160;  L.1321,  p.  20-23;  L.1825,  p.  65,64;  R.L.1827,  p. 
246-50,372,375;  R.S.1G45,  p.  515,517;  R.S.1874,  p.  281,282. 

6.  L.1821,  p.  22-24;  R.S.1845,  p.  517,518;  R.S.1874,  p.  282-84;  L.1879, 
p.  82;  L.1907,  p.  213;  L.1919,  p.  403;  L.1951,  p.  388. 
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To  the  custody  of  the  clerk  of  the  circuit  court  are  returned  the  ver- 
dict of  the  jury,  and  such  recognizances  as  may  be  given  the  coroner  by 
witnesses  whose  testimony  implicates  any  person  as  the  imlaviful  slayer  of 
the  deceased.!  In  his  own  office,  the  coroner  files  and  preserves  the  rec- 
ord of  such  testimony. 2  The  coroner  also  keeps  one  record  vrhich  he  origi- 
nates, the  "inquest  record."  This  record  recapitulates  all  the  data  in- 
volved in  the  entire  inquest  procedure  and  includes  an  inventory  and  ac- 
counting of  the  personal  property  and  money  of  the  deceased. 3 

Deputy  coroners  appointed  by  this  official  assist  him  in  the  per- 
formance of  the  duties  of  his  office.  The  number  of  deputies  is  set  by 
rule  of  the  circuit  court,  and  their  compensation  is  determined  by  the 
county  board  of  supervisors.  Tho  bond  or  3ec\irities  of  those  assistrjits 
are  taken  by  the  coroner,  and  the  oath  to  which  each  subscribes  is  filed 
in  the  county  clerk's  office. ^ 

305.  COROISR'S  KECOPDS,  1859--.   63  f.b.  Missing:  1993-1907. 

Files  of  inquest  papers,  showing  nrjne,  sox,  ngc,  and  residence  of  deceas-  . 
ed,  date,  place,  and  ciuso  of  death,  date  of  inquest,  n?jnes  of  jurors 
md  witnesses,  list  pjid  disposition  of  personal  effocts,  and  verdict  of 
jury.  Arr.  by  date  of  inquest.  No  index.  Hdw. ,  hdw.  on  pr.  f m. ,  typed, 
and  typed  on  pr.  fm.   10|  x  4-^:  x  14.  2  f.b.,  1869-97,  cir.  clk.'s  record 
rm.,  4th  fl.;  35  f.b.,  1908-31,  cor.'s  strm. ,  1st  fl.;  31  f.b.,  1932—, 
cor. ' s  off. ,  1st  fl. 

306.  CORONER'S  RECORD,  1887—.   8  v.  (7  v.  1867—;  1  v.   1903-4). 
Record  of  coroner's  inquests,  showing  name,  sex,  age,  and  residence  of 
deceased,  names  of  jurors,  witnesses,  and  coroner,  place,  date,  and  cause 
of  death,  date  of  inquost,  and  verdict  of  j'jry.   Overlap  in  dates  covers 
a  few  miscellaneous  segregated  cases.  Arr.  by  date  of  inquest.   Indexed 
alph.  by  name  of  deccasod.  Also  contains  Coroner's  Ledger,  1837-1907, 
1921 — ,  entry  308.   1887-1907,  hdw.  on  pr.  fro.;  1908 — ,  typed  and  hdw.  on 
pr.  fm.  300  pt  18  x  13  x  3.  3  v. ,  1887-1907,  common  vlt.,  5th  fl.;  5  v., 
1903-4,  1908 — ,  cor.'s  strm.,  1st  fl. 

307.  COROIIER'S  PJSPORT  (Register  of  Fees),  1908--.   1  v. 
Register  of  fees  oarncd  by  coroner,  showing  date  of  inquest,  name  of 
decefcsed,  and  amo-ont  of  earnings  and  receipts.  Arr.  by  date  of  inquest. 
No  index.  Hdw.  under  pr.  hdgs.  500  p.  16  x  11  x  2.  Cor' s  strm.,  1st  fl. 


1.  L.1B21,  p.  24,25;  Ej_S.1845,  p.  518;  R.S.1874.  p.  284. 

2.  L.1869.  p.  104;  R.S.1874.  p.  283;  L.1907.  p.  215;  L.1919,  p.  293. 

3.  L.1821,  p.  25,26;  R.S.1874.  p.  283. 

4.  Constitution  of  1870,  Art.  X,  sec.  9;  L.18B1,  p.  63. 
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308.  CORONER'S  LEDGER,  1908-20.   1  v.   1887-1907,  1921—  in  Coroner's 
Record,  entry  306. 

List  of  personal  effects  fo\and  on  decea.sed  persons  and  returned  to  rela- 
tives, showing  name  of  deceased,  amount  of  cash  and  description  of 
articles  found,  to  v/hom  returned,  and  date.  Arr.  by  date  of  return. 
Indexed  alph.  by  name  of  deceased.   Hdw.  under  pr.  hdgs.   100  p. 
10  X  9  X  1.   Common  vlt.,  5th  fl. 

309.  STUBS  OF  COROlffiR'S  WARRANTS,  1929—.   10  v. 

Stubs  of  warrgjits  issued  by  coroner  for  jurors'  services,  shelving  number, 

amoujit,  and  date  of  warrant,  and  names  of  payee  and  deceased.  Arr.  by 

warrant  no.   No  index.   Hdw.  on  pr.  fm.   200  p.  15  x  12  x  1.   Cor.'s 
off.,  1st  fl. 

310.  CORONER'S  ORDERS  AND  WARRANTS  ISSUED,  1916-24.   1  bdl. 
Duplicate  coroner's  orders  and  warrants  issued  for  jurors'  services, 
showing  date  and  name  of  payee,  number  of  days  of  service,  and  amount 
of  warrant  or  order.  Arr.  by  date  of  order  or  warrant.  No  index. 
Hdw.  on  pr.  fm.   14  x  12  x  2.   Common  vlt.,  5th  fl. 


IX.   STATE'S  ATTORNEY 


The  functions  of  the  office  of  state's  attorney  in  Vermilion  County 
were  performed  by  a  circuit  attorney  from  the  organization  of  the  county 
to  1827  when  he  was  replaced  by  an  officer  "styled  and  called  state's 
attorney."!  In  Vermilion  County,  as  in  each  of  the  counties  of  the 
judicial  district,  this  officer  commenced  and  prosecuted  in  courts  of 
record  all  actions  in  which  the  people  of  the  state  or  county  were  con- 
cerned.2  The  state's  attorney  was  appointed  by  the  Governor  until  1835, 
when  he  became  an  appointee  of  the  General  Assembly. 3  This  latter  pro- 
vision remained  effective  until  1848,  when  the  state's  attorney  became  an 
elective  officer  of  the  circuit  district  electorate. 4  At  this  time  his 
services  also  were  expanded  to  include  the  newly  created  county  court. 
Finally,  the  present  constitution  made  the  office  elective  in  and  for 
each  county. 5  Bond  in  the  s\iin  of  $5,000  has  been  required  since  1872.6 


1.  L.1819,  p.  204;  L.1825,  p.  178,179;  R.L.1827,  p.  79,80.   Vermilion 
County  was  created  in  1826  (L.1826,  p.  50). 

2.  L.1835,  p.  44;  R.S.1845.  p.  76;  R.S.1874,  p.  173,174. 

3.  L.1835.  p.  44. 

4.  Constitution  of  1848,  Art.  V,  sec.  21. 

5.  R.L.1833,  p.  98;  L.1835,  p.  44;  Constitution  of  1848,  Art.  V,  sec.  21, 
28;  Constitution  of  1870,  Art.  VI,  sec.  22;  R.S.1874,  p.  172. 

6.  L. 1871-72,  p.  189. 
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Prom  the  creation  of  this  office  in  the  stato  vintil  the  present,  the 
state's  attorney  has  continued  to  receive  his  conmission  from  the  Governor 
for  the  tenure  of  his  office.^   In  1827,  his  appointment  was  set  at  a  four- 
year  term; 2  in  1835,  his  term  was  sot  at  tv/o  years, 3  Then,  in  1849,  the 
state's  attorney's  office  "become  elective  by  the  district  electorate  for 
a  four-year  terra,  the  first  term,  hov/ever,  teing  only  for  throe  years  and 
ending  in  1852,^  In  Vornilion  County  the  state' s. attorney  receives  an 
annual  salr-jy  of  $6,500,  with  an  r.dditionf?J.'  $'100  paid  by  the  atntc. 
Statutory  foe  rates  are  allowed  him  for  convictions  on  specified  offenses 
and  crimes  hofore  justices  of  the  peace,  police  magistrates,  county  .?Jid 
circuit  courts,  Also,  rates  are  established  for  preliminary  examinations 
of  defendants,  for  attendance  at  trials,  and  for  appeals.   These  several 
fees  and  rates  make  up  a  county  fund  from  which  is  paid  his  salary. ° 

The  duties  of  the  state's  attorney  are  the  following: 

1,  To  commence  and  prosecute  all  actions,  suits,  indictments, 
and  prosecutions,  civil  or  criminal,  in  any  court  of  record 
in  his  county  in  which  the  people  of  the  state  or  county  may 
be  concerned, 

2,  To  prosecute  all  forfeited  bonds  and  recognizances  and  all 
actions  and  proceedings  for  the  recovery  of  debts,  revenues, 
moneys,  fines,  penalties,  and  forfeitures  accruing  to  the 
state  or  his  county,  or  to  any  school  district  in  his  county; 
also,  to  prosecute  all  suits  in  his  county  against  railroads 
or  transportation  cocipanies,  which  may  be  prosecuted  in  the 
name  of  the  people  of  the  State  of  Illinois, 

3,  To  commence  and  prosecute  all  actions  and  proceedings 
brought  up  by  any  county  officer  in  his  official  capacity, 

4,  To  defend  all  actions  end  proceedings  brought  against  his 
county  or  against  any  county  or  state  officer,  in  his  of- 
ficial capacity,  in  his  county. 

5,  To  attend  the  exomination  of  £dl  persons  brought  before 
any  judge  on  habeas  corpus  when  the  prosecution  is  in  his 
county, 

6,  To  attend  before  justices  of  the  peace  and  prosecute  charges 
of  felony  or  misdemeanor,  for  which  the  offender  is  required 
to  be  recognized  to  appear  before  a  cohort  of  record,  when 

it  is  within  his  power  to  do  so. 


1,  R.L.1833,  p.  98;  L.1B35,  p.  44;  Constitution  of  1643,  Art.  V,  sec.  28; 
Constitution  of  1870,  Art.  VI,  sec.  22;  R.S,1674,  p.  172, 

2,  H.L.1B27.  p,  79,80, 

3,  L.1835.  p.  44, 

4,  Constitution  of  1848,  Art.  V,  sec.  21;  Constitution  of  1870,  Art.  VI, 
sec.  22. 

5,  L. 1871-72,  p,  422;  1,1873-74,  p.  104,105;  L,1909.  p.  231-33;  L.1929, 
p.  474-76;  L,1D37.  p,  607, 
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7.  To  give  his  opinion,  without  fee  or  reward,  to  ajiy  coimty  of- 
ficer or  justice  of  the  peace  in  his  cotuity  upon  any  question 
of  law  relating  to  any  criminal  or  other  matter  in  which  the 
people  of  the  state  or  county  may  he  concerned. 

8.  To  assist  the  Attorney  General  whenever  it  may  be  necessary, 
and  in  cases  of  appeal  or  writ  of  error  from  his  coTonty  to 
the  Supreme  Court,  to  which  it  is  the  duty  of  the  Attorney 
G-encral  to  attend,  he  shall,  a  rcasonahle  time  hefore  the 
trial  of  such  appeal  or  writ  of  error,  furnish  the  Attorney 
G-eneral  with  p.  brief,  showing  the  nature  of  the  case  and 
the  questions  involved. 

9.  To  pay  all  moneys  received  by  him  in  trust,  without  delay,  to 
the  officer  who  by  law  is  entitled  to  their  custody. 

10.  To  perform  such  other  and  further  duties  as  may  from  time  to 
time  be  enjoined  upon  him  by  law. 

11.  To  appear  in  all  proceedings  by  collectors  of  taxes  against 
delinquent  taxpayers  for  judgr.ent  to  sell  real,  estate,  pjid 
to  see  that  all  the  necessary  preliminary  steps  have  been 
legally  taken  to  make  the  judgment  legr.l  and  binding.  1 

12.  To  enforce  the  collection  of  all  fines,  forfeitures,  and 
penalties  imposed  or  incurred  in  the  courts  of  record  in  his 
coiinty;  and  to  report  to  the  circuit  court  on  the  collection 
of  these  moneys. 2 

The  state's  attorney  does  not  keep  any  records  in  his  office;  for 
state's  attorney's  reports  to  the  circuit  court,  see  entries  271,  272. 


X.   SUPERVISOR  OF  ASSESSMENTS 

The  county  supervisor  of  assessments,  with  the  aid  of  the  township 
assessors  in  Vermilion  County,  is  responsible  for  the  assessment  of  prop- 
erty upon  which  the  township,  district,  county,  state,  and  other  taxes 
are  levied.   Principally,  these  officers  pjinually  revise  the  assessment 
of  property,  correct  the  same  upon  complaint,  and  quadrennially  assess 
real  and  personal  property. 3  Many  statutory  provisions  have  regulated 
this  function  in  Vermilion  County.  Early  laws  fixed  the  value  of  the 


1.  R.S.1845,  p.  76;  R.S.1874,  p.  172-74. 

2.  L.1909,  p.  406;  L. 1911-12,  p.  88;  L.1929,  p.  475. 

3.  L. 1871-72,  p.  20-22;  L.1879,  p.  243;  L.1881,  p.  134;  L.1891,  p.  37; 
L.1898,  p.  37,40,44;  L.1903,  p.  295,296;  L.1925.  p.  491,492,504,505; 
L.1927,  p.  713,714;  L.1928,  Sp.  Sess.,  p.  106;  L. 1931-52,  First  Sp. 
Sess.,  p.  55. 
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several  categories  of  real  and  personal  property,  leaving  to  the  assess- 
ing officer  only  limited  discretion. ^ 

From  1826  to  1827  when  the  sheriff  acted  as  treasxirer,^  property  as- 
sessments in  Vermilion  County  were  made  by  a  county  assessor,  an  appointee 
of  the  county  commissioners'  court. ^  In  1827  the  General  Assembly  re- 
established the  office  of  county  treasurer,  and  the  assessment  function 
was  resumed  by  that  officer.*  The  treasurer  continued  to  act  in  this 
capacity  until  1839  v/hen  the  legislature  provided  for  the  appointment 
by  the  county  commissioners'  coiirt  of  district  assessors,^  The  duty  of 
property  assessment  reverted  to  the  county  treasurer  again  in  1844"  and 
continued  to  be  vested  in  that  office  imtil  1851  when  township  organiza- 
tion was  instituted  in  this  county,   and  p-ssessments  were  made  by  town- 
ship assessors,  elected  one  in  each  township  annually,^ 

Between  1849  and  1898,  the  assessing  officers  in  Vermilion  County 
received  their  assessment  lists  from,  and  reported  assessments  to,  the 
county  clerk, ^  In  the  latter  year,  the  legislature  provided  that  the 
county  treasurer  should  be  ox-officio  supervisor  of  assessments, •'• 
From  that  date  until  the  present,  the  township  assessors  have  worked 
\ander  the  direction  of,  and  reported  the  assessment  of  property  to,  the 
county  treasurer,  acting  in  this  ex-officio  capacity.  Every  assessor 
is  bonded  in  the  sum  of  $500.  Bond  for  the  supervisor  of  assessments 
is  $2,000  or  such  larger  sua  as  the  county  board  ma^-  determine. ^•'• 

For  other  taxation  records,  see  entries  1,  25-45,  87[vi,xix,xx], 
132,  134,  291[x],  312-326. 

311.   (TAX  SCH3DULSS),  1935--.   In  Tax  Papers,  entry  315, 
Tax  schedules  showing  name  of  taxpayer,  tax  spread,  and  date  and cunount 
of  payment. 


1.  L.1819,  p.  313-19;  1.1625,  p.  173;  L.1839,  p.  4-6;  L.1840,  p.  4; 
L.1845,  p.  6. 

2.  L.1825,  p.  178. 

3.  Ibid.,  p.  173. 

4.  R.L.1327,  p.  330. 

5.  L.1839,  p.  4. 

6.  L.1843,  p.  231,237.  Effective  in  1844. 

7.  Vermilion  County  adopted  township  organisation  in  1850,  but  the 
change  was  not  effective  until  1851. 

8.  L.1849,  p.  192.205-7;  1.1851,  p.  38,54-57;  L.1353,  p.  14,15;  L.1855, 
p.  35,37;  L. 1871-72,  p.  20-24. 

9.  L.1849,  p.  121,128;  ibid.,  Secand  Sess.,  p.  38;  L.ie53,  p.  14,17,47, 
49,50;  L'.1871-72.  p.  19,20,22,23. 

10.  L.1898,  p.  36,37. 

11.  Ibid.,  p.  37-39;  L,1923,  p.  493,494;  L. 1927,  p.  743,744;  L. 1931-33. 
First  Sp.  Sess.,  p,  66, 


(Next  entry  312,  p.  266) 


XI.  BOARD  OF  REVIEW 


The  authority  to  assess,  equalize,  and  review  or  revise  the  assess- 
ment of  property,  an  important  aspect  of  the  revenue  procedure,  is  ex- 
ercised hy  the  board  of  review. 1  Early  legislation  provided  for  appeals 
from  assessments  to  the  county  commissioners'  court.   The  court  was  em- 
powered to  review  and  revise  assessments  on  real  and  personal  property. 2 
In  1849,  when  the  co\inty  court  succeeded  the  county  commissioners'  court 
in  Vermilion  County,  appeals  were  made  to  that  tody.^  When  township 
organization  was  instituted  in  1851^  this  jurisdiction  was  given  to  the 
town  board  composed  of  the  township  supervisor,  clerk,  and  assessor. 5 
The  board  of  supervisors  in  their  annual  meeting  examined  the  assessment 
rolls  in  the  several  towns  to  ascertain  whether  the  valuations  in  one 
town  bore  just  relation  to  the  va.luations  in  all  other  tovms  in  the 
county,  and  were  empowered  to  increase  or  diminish  the  aggregate  valup.tion 
of  real  estate  in  pxiy   town  accordingly.   They  could  make  wha,tever  al- 
terations in  the  description  of  the  Isjids  of  nonresidents  they  deemed 
necessary,  pjid  were  required  to  assess  the  value  of  any  lands '  omitted 
by  the  assessor. 6  In  1872  the  duties  of  the  board  of  supervisors  with 
regard  to  assessments  were  the  following: 

1.  To  e.ssess  omitted  property. 

2.  To  review  assessments  upon  complaint. 

3.  To  hear  r,nd  determine  the  application  of  <^Jiy  person 
p.ssessed  on  property  claimed  to  be  exempt  from  taxation. 

4.  To  ascertain  whether  the  valuation  in  one  town  or 
district  bore  just  relation  to  the  valuation  in  all 

towns  or  districts  in  the  coiinty  and  adjust  the  a.ssessment.'^ 

In  1898  this  authority  was  trrJisf erred  to  the  newly  created  board 
of  review,  composed  of  the  chairman  of  the  county  board  who  becajne  ex- 
officio  chairman  of  the  board  of  review,  the  county  clerk,  a.nd  one  citizen 


1.  L.1898,  p.  46-49;  L.1915,  p.  566-70;  L.1919,  p.  727;  L.1923,  p.  496-502; 
L.193C,  Sp.  Sess.,  p.  85-90;  L. 1931-32,  First  Sp.  Sess.,  p.  70,71,75-78; 
L.1935,  p.  1163-66. 

2.  L.1839,  p.  7;  L.1843,  p.  237;  L.1845,  p.  8;  R.S.1845,  p.  441. 

3.  L.1849,  p.  65. 

4.  Vermilion  County  adopted  township  organization  in  1850,  but  the  ch£>.nge 
was  not  effective  until  1851. 

5.  L.1851.  p.  56;  L. 1871-72,  p.  21,22,24,25. 

6.  L.1851,  p.  57,58;  L. 1871-72,  p.  24,25. 

7.  L. 1871-72,  p.  24,25. 
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appointed  by  the  county  judge, ^  Since  1923  the  board  has  consisted  of 
the  chairman  of  the  county  board  as  ex-officio  chairman  of  the  board  of 
review,  and  two  citizens  appointed  by  the  county  judge.  The  members  of 
the  board  select  their  own  clerk.  The  two  citizen  members  are  appointed 
alternately  for  a  two-year  term, 2 

Today,  the  board  of  review  in  Vermilion  County  is  required  to  assess 
taxable  property  omitted  from  the  regular  assessment,  to  review  and  correct 
assessments  on  property  claimed  to  be  incorrectly  assessed,  to  increase 
or  reduce  the  entire  assessment  if,  in  their  opinion,  it  has  not  been 
made  upon  the  proper  basis,  to  hoar  ajid  determine  the  application  of  ai^r 
person  assessed  on  property  claimed  to  be  e::empt  from  taxation  and  to  cor— 
rect  errors  or  mistakes,  except  errors  of  judgment,  as  to  the  valuation 
of  any  property,  any  time  before  Judgment. 3 

For  other  taxation  records,  see  entries  1,  25-46,  87[vi,xlx,xx],  132, 
134,  29l[x],  311,  316-326. 


312,  BOARD  OF  REVIEW,  1937—.   7  f.b. 

Personal  property  schedules  passed  upon  by  board  of  review,  showing  name 
of  township,  and  name  and  address  of  owner,  assessed  valuation,  valuation 
of  board  of  review,  type  of  property,  and  date  of  filing.  Arr.  alph,  by 
names  of  owner  and  twp.  No  index,  Hdw.  on  pr.  fn.  10^  x  4^  x  14, 
Treas.'s  vlt.,  Ist  fl. 

313,  BOARD  OF  REVIEW  MINUTE  BOOK,  1899—.   5  v. 

Record  of  proceedings  of  board  of  review,  showing  dates  of  meetings,  roll 
call,  list  cf  objections  to  taxes,  cause  of  complaint,  and  orders  of  board, 
Arr,  by  date  of  meeting.  No  index,  Kdw.   500  p,  10  x  13  x  2g.  1  v., 
1899-1913,  common  vlt,,  5th  f  1, ;  4  v, ,  1914—,  supervisors'  rm. ,  3rd  fl. 

314,  COMPUINT  DOCKET,  1899—.  4  v. 

Board  of  review  complaint  docket  showing  date,  number  and  cause  of  con>- 
plaint,  neune  of  complainant,  legal  description  and  assessed  valuation  of 
property,  and  findings  and  orders  of  the  board,  Arr,  by  date  of  entry. 
No  index.  Hdw,  under  pr,  hdgs,  240  p,  18  x  14  x  3,  1  v.,  1899-1912, 
common  vlt,,  5th  fl,;  3  v.,  1913—,  supervisors'  rm, ,  3rd  fl. 


1.  L.1898.  p,  46. 

2.  L.1923.  p,  496,497;  L. 1931-32,  First  Sp.  Sess.,  p.  71,72, 

3.  L,1898.  p.  46-49;  L.1915.  p.  566-70;  L.1919.  p.  727;  L,1923,  p,  496- 
502;  L.1930.  Sp,  Sess.,  p.  85-90;  L. 1931-32,  First  Sp,  Sess.,  p.  70, 
71,75-78;  L.1935,  p.  1163-66. 


(Next  entry  315,  p.  268) 


XII.   COLLECTOR 


Tax  collections  in  Vermilion  County  v'ere   first  made  by  the  sheriff 
acting  as  ex-ofiicio  cdanty  collector.   VTith  the  exception  of  the  period 
from  1839  to  ISUU,  r-hen  there  existed  a  separate  office  of  county  col- 
lector filled  by  appointment  by  the  county  commissioners'  court, 2  the 
sheriff  continued  to  act  in  this  cac-acity  until  I85I;  in  that  year  town- 
shin  organization  was  instituted  in  this  coianty,3  and  tax  collections 
became  the  joint  res-oonsibility  of  the  tovrnships  and  the  county,  with 
the  county  treasurer  acting  as  ex-officio  county  collector.^ 

Under  this  plan,  town  collectors,  elected  one  in  each  township, 5 
made  collections  of  resident  property  taxes,"  while  nonresident  and 
delinquent  taxes  were  collected  by  the  county  treasurer.'   3y  the  terms 
of  an  act  of  1355,  ^'^^   town  collectors  were  required  to  return  their 
tax  lists  or  books  to  the  county  collector  who  delivered  them  to  the 
county  clerk.   This  provision  was  ch.anged  in  1872  by  an  act  of  the 
General  Assembly  which  provided  that  the  county  collector  should  make 
an  annual  sworn  statement  to  the  county  clerk,  showing  the  total  amount 
of  each  kind  of  tax  collected,  the  amount  received  from  each  town  col- 
lector, and  the  amount  collected  by  himself. 9 

The  collection  procedure  in  Vermilion  Countj'  was  altered  in  1917 
when  the  legislature  provided  for  the  abolishment  of  the  office  of  tO'.TO 
collector  in  counties  with  fewer  than  one  hundred  thousand  inhabitants, 
the  county  collector  to  be  ex-officio  to-jn  collector  in  such  counties. ^^ 
As  Vermilion  County  never  attained  this  population  minimxam, ■'•■'■  the  county 
collector  has  since  19^7  r.ade  collections  for  the  townships  as  well 
as  for  the  county. ^^ 


1.  L.1823,  p.  SO;  R. 1.1827.  p.  370,37^- 

2.  L. 1838-39,  p.  7;  I'.i843.  p.  23U;  L.1853,  p,  99- 

3.  Vermilion  County  adopted  township  organization  in  I85O,  but  the  change 
was  not  effective  until  I85I. 

U.  L.I851,  p.  38,59-bU;  L.I853.  P.  67. 

5.  L.IS51,  p.  38. 

6.  Ibid.,  p.  59. 

7.  Ibid. ,  p.  53. 

8.  L.1855.  p.  37. 

9.  L.  1371-72,  p.  56,57;  L.I873-7U,  T>.  56;  L.193O.  First  So.  SesB.,  p. 
66,  67;  L.IQ3I,  -D.  756;  L. 1931-32,  First  Sp.  Sess.,  t..  112;  1.1933. 
p.  873.  92I;  L  I933-3U.  Third  Sp.  Sess.,  p.  220;  L.I935,  p.  11 5 6, 
1213;  L. 1935-^ 6,  Fourth  Sp.  Sess.,  d.  69,70. 

10.  L.1917,  p.  793.  ' 

11.  The  population   of  Vermilion  Co\inty  was  77,996  in  I9IO;    86,l62   in  1920; 
and  89,339  in  I93O   (Population  Bulletin,   p.    9). 

12.  L.1925.  p.  605;  L.19^9.  p.  77^.775;  L-r93i.  p-  905-8:  L-1933.  p-  1115.111 
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Collector  -  Collection,  (315) 

Settlement 


The  coiinty  collector  is  bonded  in  an  amo'jnt  determined  upon  "by  the 
coiJinty  board  in  additioa  to  that  bond  required  of  him  as  county  treasur- 
er.  Under  statutory  provisions,  he  collects  taxes  for  the  state,  county, 
and  other  governmental  agencies,  aind  pays  to  the  proper  authorities  the 
amount  in  his  hands  payable  to  them.   He  also  settles  annually  with  the 
county  board. ^  He  prepares  an  annual  list  of  delinquent  property  and 
files  it  with  the  county  cleric,^  advertises  his  intention  of  applying 
for  judgment  for  sale  of  delinquent  lands  and  lots.^  and  is  required  to 
attend,  in  person  or  by  deputy,  all  tax  sales  resulting  from  this  ac- 
tion.^ The  county  clerk,  in  person  or  by  deputy,  is  also  required  to 
attend  ell  tax  sales. "^  At  such  sales,  the  clerk  and  collector  note  and 
make  entry  to  all  tax  sales  and  forfeitures  to  the  state. 8 

The  county  collector  is  required  to  keep  his  records  as  collector  of 
taxes  separate  from  his  records  as  county  treasvircr.^  The  records  of  the 
collector's  office  include  duplicates  of  receipts  issued  to  taxpayers, 
stati  auditor's  and  county  clerk's  certification  of  the  collector's 
settlement  -with  them,  duplicates  of  the  collector's  reports,  delinquent 
property  records,  and  tax  sale  and  forfeiture  records. 

For  other  taxation  records,  sec-  entries  1,  25-45,  87[vi,xix,xx],  132, 
135,  291Lx],  311-314. 


Collection,  Settlement 

315.   TAX  PAPERS,  1935—.   66bdl.,  116  f.b. 
Duplicate  tax  receipts  showing  name  of  taxpayer,  legal  description  of 
property,  amounts  of  payments  and  delinquent  tajcea,  interest  and  adver- 
tising costs,  date  of  payment,  and  treasurer's  signature;  also  contains 
(Tax  Schedules),  entry  311.  No  obvious  arr.  No  index.  Hdw.  and  typed 
on  pr.  fm.  Bdl.  6x8x8;  f.b.  10  x  4^  x  14.   Treas.'s  vlt.,  1st  fl. 


1.  L. 1871-72,  p.  36;  L.1951,  p.  748;  L.1S31-33,  First  Sp.  Sess. ,  p.  85, 
86;  L. 1935-34,  Third  Sp.  Sess.,  p.  225,226. 

2.  L. 1871-72,  p.  56-59;  L.1933,  p.  922;  L.1935,  r».  1156,1213;  L. 1935-56, 
Fourth  Sp.  Sess.,  p.  69,70. 

3.  L. 1871-72,  p.  55;  L.1955.  v.    1155,1156. 

4.  L.1898,  p.  51;  L.1951,  p.  759. 

5.  L. 1371-72,  p.  44;  L.195?,  p.  1010. 

6.  L. 1671-72,  p.  48;  L.1950,  First  Sp.  Sess.,  v.    64. 

7.  L. 1671-72,  p.  48. 

8.  Ibid.;  L.1955.  p.  886. 

9.  L.1917.  p.  664,665;  L.1930,  First  Sp.  Sess.,  p.  60-62;  L.1955,  p.  1149- 
58. 
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Settlement 


316.  CASH  SETTLEJiEHT  R2C0RD,  1872—.  8  v.  (l  v.,  1872-74;  2  v., 
1872-1925;  5  v.,  1921 — ).  Title  varies:  County  Collector's 
Accounts,  1  v.,  1872-74;  2  v.,  1872-1925. 

County  collector's  accounts  with  town  collectors,  including  ?.  memor&ndum 
of  taxes,  showing  ?jnounts  of  tpoces  charged  and  collected,  deductions  for 
errors,  amoxmts  of  abatements  and  extensions,  and  date,  pjnount,  and  number 
of  collector's  voucher.   Arr.  "by  date  of  collection.  No  index.   1872-1925, 
hdw.  xinder  pr.  hdgs.;  1921—,  hdw.   240  -  300  p.  18  x  13  x  2  -  17  x  15  x  2|. 
1  v.,  1872-74,  3  v.,  1921-30,  common  vlt.,  5th  fl.;  2  v.,  1872-1925,  co. 
elk. 's  vlt.,  3rd  fl.;  2  v.,  1931—,  treas.'s  off.,  1st  fl. 

317.  TAX  LEDG-ER,  1897—.   9  v. 

County  collector's  r^.ccount  with  county  treasurer  of  all  taoces  collected, 
showing  amovmt  charged  to  each  account,  tax  spread,  ajnount  of  collections 
and  delinquent  taxes,  collector's  commission,  date,  and  total  gjnount  of 
t?jc  collected.   Also  includes  City  and  Village  Tpjc,  1899 — »  entry  319. 
Arr.  by  date  of  collection.   No  index.   Kdw.  under  pr.  hdgs.   600  p. 
17  X  15  X  21.   7  v.,  1897-1930,  common  vlt.,  5th  fl.;  2  v.,  1931—, 
treas.'s  off.,  1st  fl. 

318.  JOUKIAL,  1909--.   84  v.  (28  v.,  1909-18;  56  v. ,  1915—).   Title 
varies:  Collection  Register,  4  v.,  1909-17;  Daily  Collections, 
24  v.,  1918. 

Journal  of  daily  ta-x  collections,  showing  date,  amount,  and  kind  of  tax, 
date  pjid  number  of  certificate,  and  najne  and  address  of  taxpayer.   The 
voltimes  for  1915-18  entitled  Journal  are  duplicates  of  records  from  1915- 
18.  Arr.  by  d?,te  of  collection.  No  index.   1909-18,  hdw.  under  pr.  hdgs.; 
1915—,  hdw.   75  -  500  p.  12|  x  8^  x  1^  -  17  x  14  x  2^.   28  v.,  1909-18, 
45  v.,  1915-30,  common  vlt.,  5th  fl.;  8  v.,  1931-35,  treas.'s  vlt.,  1st 
fl.;  3  v.,  1937—,  treas.'s  off.,  1st  fl. 

319.  CITY  AND  VILLAGE  TAX,  1891-98.  1  v.  1899—  in  Tax  Ledger, 
entry  317. 

County  collector's  account  with  county  treasurer  of  all  city  and  village 
taaes,  showing  amount  of  t?jc  levies,  date,  pjnount  delinquent,  and  total 
ajnount  of  tax  collections.   Arr.  by  date  of  trjc  levy.   No  index.   Hdw. 
under  pr.  hdgs.   424  p.  18  x  12  x  2.   Common  vlt.,  5th  fl. 

320.  TREASURER'S  ACCOUNT  BOOK  (Collector),  1872-1934.   2  v. 
Co\inty  collector's  register  of  accounts  with  county  treasurer,  showing 
dates  a.nd.   ejnounts  of  real,  personal,  delinquent,  and  forfeited  tax 
collections,  tax  spread,  collector's  commissions,  and  remarks.  Arr.  by 
date  of  collection.  No  index.   Hdw.  under  pr.  hdgs.   350  p.  18  x  12  x  2|. 
Co.  elk. 's  vlt.,  3rd  fl. 
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Collector  -  Delinquent  (321-326) 

Tax,  Abatement;  Special 
Assessments 


Dellnqaent  Tax,  Abatement 

321.  PAID  FCRFZITITRZS  AlID  LSLIlKiUSITT  PSRSON.'iL  TATHS,  1927—.   11  f."b. 
Duplicate  receipts  for  delinquent  personal  prcptjrty  and  real  estate  taxes, 
including  real  estate  forfeitures,  showing  date,  amount,  number,  and  p\ir- 
pose  of  receipt,  kind  of  property,  legal  description  of  real  estate,  and 
name  and  address  of  taxpayer.   Arr.  alph.  by  name  of  twp.  No  index.  Hdw. 
on  pr.  fm.  10^  x  4|  x  14,  Treas.'s  vlt,,  1st  fl. 

322.  ERRORS, A3AT3MSN?  AND  D0U3LE  PAYMENT  OF  TAXES,  1930—.  5  f.b. 
Lists  of  errors,  delinquent  taxes,  and  double  payment  of  taxes,  showing 
name  and  address  of  taxpayer,  legal  description  of  property,  amount  of 
error,  delinquoncy,  or  doutle  payment  of  taxes,  date,  nnd  ajnounts  due 
taxpayer  or  county.  Arr.  by  date  due.  No  index.  ^IVpcd.  10|  x  4^  x  14, 
Treas,' s  vlt.,  1st  fl. 

Eor  prior  end  concurrent  records  in  bound  form,  see  entry  33. 

323,  FORFEITURE  TAX  RECORD,  1919—.   20  v. 

List  of  real  estate  forfeited  for  tpjccs,  showing  nano  of  taxpayer,  date, 
amounts  of  delinquent  taxes  and  court  costs,  ?jid  date  of  forfeiture,  Arr, 
by  date  of  forfeiture.   Indoxcd  alph.  by  name  of  addition  or  twp.  Hdw. 
under  pr.  hdgs.  200  p.  17  x  15  x  i,  17  v.,  1919-33,  common  vlt.,  5th 
fl,;  3  v.,  1934 — ,  treas.'s  off,,  1st  fl. 

324,  PAID  FORFEITURE  TAX  RECORD,  1924—.  17  v. 

Register  of  real  estate  forfeited  for  taxes  and  redeemed,  showing  name  of 
owner  eind  redeemer,  location  and  legal  description  of  property,  amounts 
of  delinquent  tax  and  costs,  and  date  of  redemption.  Arr.  by  date  of  re- 
demption. No  index.   Hdw.  under  pr.  hdgs,   100  p.  17  x  15  x  1.  13  v., 
1924-31,  common  vlt,,  5th  fl.;  4  v.,  1932—,  treas.'s  off.,  1st  fl. 


Special  Assessments 

325.  SPECIAL  ASSSSSMEJTT  TAX  LIST,  DELINQUENT  SPECIAL  ASSESSMENT,  1914- 
33.  6  f.b. 

Lists  of  delinquent  special  assessments,  showing  date,  type  of  assessment, 
name  of  owner,  location  and  legal  description  of  assessed  property,  amount 
of  delinquency,  and  remarks.  Arr,  by  date  due.  No  index.  Mw.  under 
pr.  hdgs.  lOg  X  4^  X  14,   Treas.'s  vlt,,  1st, 

For  other  similar  records  in  bound  form,  see  entry  35, 

326,  VILLAGE  OF  TILTOII  (Improvements),  1925-27,  If.b. 
Statements  of  special  assessments  collected  and  remitted  to  village  board 
for  improvements  in  village  of  Tilton,  including  reports  of  expenditures, 
showing  date  and  amount  of  collections  and  remittances,  name  of  recipient, 
amount,  date,  and  purpose  of  payment,  and  on  what  improvement  applied, 
Arr,  by  date  of  collection.  No  index,   Hdw.  and  typed.  10^  x  4f  x  14, 
Treas,' s  vlt,,  1st  fl. 


(Next  entry  327,  p.  272) 


XIII.   TKEAST'UZR 

In  Vermilion  County,  the  sheriff  assiuned  the  duties  of  treasurer  from 
I826  to  1827.  when  the  legislature  reestablished  the  office  of  county  treas- 
urer and  provided  that  he  he  appointed  annually  hy  the  county  commissioners' 
court. 2  From  1837  ^o  the  present  the  treasurer  has  been  elected  by  the 
people  of  the  county  for  a  fo-ur-year  tern, 3  and  is  coinr.issioned  by  the 
Governor.^  In  1880,  by  anendaent  to  the  Constitution  of  I87O,  it  -^as  provide' 
that  no  treasurer  be  eligible  for  reelection  to  the  office  until  four  years 
after  the  expiration  of  his  term  of  office. 5  The  penal  sum  of  the  treasurer' 
bond  and  his  securities  are  determined  by  the  county  board."  Upon  request  of 
the  treasurer,  the  board  designates  the  bank  in  rrhich  the  public  funds  are 
to  be  deposited. 

In  the  performance  of  his  duties,  the  treastxrer  receives  the  county 
revenue,  has  custody  of  its  funds,  and  disburses  them  in  accordance  vrith 
orders  of  the  county  board  or  specific  authorization  by  law.   He  is  required 
to  keep  books  of  accounts  of  all  funds  received  and  disbursed  by  him,  to 
maintain  a  register  of  county  orders  countersigned  and  paid,  to  report 
annually  to  the  co\inty  board  on  the  financial  transactions  of  his  office, 
and  to  settle  his  accounts  ^ith  the  board  semiannually. '   The  last  two 
requirements  give  rise  to  a  number  of  segregated  records  of  accounts  beyond 
strict  statutory  requirements.   In  addition,  reports  are  made  to  the  treas- 
urer by  other  county,  district,  public,  and  semipublic  authorities  in  the 
process  of  transacting  biisiness  '^ith  him;  and  finally,  a  large  number  of 
records  arise  from  the  requirement  for  collectors  of  t-'jces  to  settle  their 
accounts  rith  the  treasurer. S 


1.  L.1825,  p.  178. 

2.  R.L.1827,  p.  329;  H.L.1833,  r>.    515. 51 S. 

3.  L.1837,  p.  Uo,27U;""l7T8^57p.  28;  H.S.I8U5,  p.  137;  L.I85I,  p.  lUU; 
Constitution  of  I87O,  Art.  X,  sec.  8. 

U.   The  term  vas  sot  at  four  years  in  1837  (L.1837.  P-  27^);  it  rras  later 
reduced  to  tno  years  (L.I8U5,  p.  28;  L.IS5I,  p.  lUU).   The  office  was 
made  constitutional  in  I87O  rithout  change  of  term  (Constitution  of 
I87O,  Art.  X,  sec.  8).   Then  in  1880,  the  term  vas   lengthened  to  four 
years  (^Constitution  of  I87O,  Art.  X,  sec.  8,  as  amended  November,  1880). 

5.  Constitution  of  I87O,  Art,  X,  sec.  8,  <as  amended  Noveiiber,  1880. 

6.  H.L.1827,  p.  329;  R,S,187U,  p.  323.   The  bond  is  required  to  be  filed 
in  the  office  of  the  county  clerk. 

7.  L.1837,  T>.  5S2,5S3:  L.I8U3,  p.  151;  R.s.igU5,  p.  137-^9;  L.I861, 

p,  239, 2UO;  H.S.I87U,  p.  323.32^- 

8.  R.L.1S27,  p.  330-33!  L.lg39.  p.  8-10;  L.I8U5,  p.  11;  L.I895,  p.  ^OU; 

L.1913.  p.  516;  L.i933,  p.  sqs. 
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Treasurer  -  General  (327-330) 

Accounts 


The  treasurer  acts  as  ex-officio  treasurer  of  the  special  drainage 
district. 


General  Accounts 
(See  also  entries  4-13,  351-358) 


Registers  and  Ledgers 


327.  GENERAL  CASH  LEDG2R,  1868—.  4  v.   Title  varies:  Acco-ont  Book, 
3  v.,  1858-1916. 

Treasurer's  account  of  county  funds  and  appropriations,  including  ac- 
counts of  births  and  deaths,  1903 — ,  mothers'  pension  fund,  1915 — ,  in- 
stitute, non-high  school,  and  dog  license  funds,  and  record  of  jury  and 
witness  fees,  showing  date  and  amount  of  appropriation,  date,  amount, and 
purpose  of  credits  and  debits,  name  of  payer  or  recipient,  total  amount 
of  credits  and  debits,  rind  balance  available;  also  contains  Cash  Acco\ints 
(Drain?.gG  District),  1868-1909,  1923--,  entry  346.  1368-1915,  arr.  by 
date  of  credit  or  debit;  1916 — ,  arr.  alph.  by  name  of  account.  No  in- 
dex.  Hdw.  under  pr.  hdgs.  120  -  250  p.  18  x  12  x  l|  -  12  x  14  x  2. 
3  v.,  1858-1915,  common  vlt.,  5th  fl.;*l  v.,  1915 — ,'treas.'s  off.,  1st. 
fl. 

328.  RZGIST2R  OF  FZES,  1886—.   1  v. 

Register  of  fees  collected  by  county  officers  and  paid  to  county  treasurer, 
showing  date,  amount,  and  purpose  of  fee,  name  of  payer,  and  total  amount 
of  fees.  Arr.  by  date  of  collection.  No  index.  Hdw.  under  pr.  hdgs. 
200  p.  18  X  12  X  2.   Treas.'s  off.,  1st  fl. 

329.  LEDGER,  1883-1926.   21  v. 

County  treasurer's  account  of  funds  received,  showing  date,  amount,  end 
purpose  of  receipt,  fund  credited,  and  name  of  payer.  Arr.  by  date  of 
collection.   Indexed  alph,  by  name  of  account.  Hdv/.  150  p.  12^  x  18^  x  1^, 
20  v.,  1883-1924,  common  vlt.,  5th  fl.;  1  v.,  1925-26,  treas.'s  vlt., 
1st  fl. 

Cash  Books 

330.  DAILY  CASH  BOOK,  1916—.   17  v. 

Daily  cash  balance  of  county  treas^jxer,  showing  date,  balance  brought 
forward,  amount  and  pui*pose  of  receipts  and  disbxu-sements,  total  daily 
receipts  and  disbursements,  and  balance  available.  Arr.  by  date  of  en- 
try. No  index.  Hdw.  under  pr.  hdgs.   250  p.  8  x  7  x  1.  10  v.,  1916-30, 
common  vlt.,  5th  fl.;  5  v.,  1931-35,  treas.'s  vlt.,  1st  fl,;  1  v.,  1937 — , 
treas,' s  off.,  1st  fl. 


1.   L.1885,  p.  78,104. 
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Treasurer  ~  Special  (351-336) 

Accounts 


331.  CASH  BOOK,  191 6—o  2  t. 

Register  of  cash  receipts  and  disbursements  of  county  treasurer,  sho".Ting 
date,  amount,  and  purpose  of  receipts  and  disbursements ,  name  of  recip- 
ient or  payer,  total  amount  of  receipts  and  disbursenents,  and  balance 
available.  Arr.  by  date  of  entry,  llo  index.  Ec".v.'.  vjider  pr,  hdgs.   250  p, 
18  X  15  X  2,   1  v.,  1916-26,  treas.'s  Tit,,  1st  fl.;  1  v.,  1927 — ,  treas.'s 
off.,  1st  fl. 

County  Orders 

332.  ViAKLU'TTS  A2ID  VOUCIIERS,    1915—,     47  f.b. 

Cancelled  county  orders   shovdng  date,   amount,  number,   and  purpose  of  or- 
der,   f-jnd  debited,   nrjre  of  recipient,   and  counter  signature   of  county 
auditor,     Arr,  by  date  of  order.     Ko   index.     Typed  on  pr.   fni» 
10  X  4 '1/2  -^  14.     Treas.'s   off.,    1st   fl, 

333.  COIL'TY  ORDERS   iSSIi'ED  -  TtARR^MTT  RECORD,    1882—.      14  v. 
Register  of  county  vmr rants,   including  jury  certificates,    shelving  date, 
amount,  nunber,   and  purpose  of  vrarrant,  name   of  recipient,   and  date  of 
cancellf.tion.     Arr,  by  date  of  warrant   or   certificate,     Ko  index,     Edy.'m 
under  pr,  hdgs,      500  p,   16  x  12  x  2.      9  \',,    1302-1923,   cormon  vlt,, 
5th   fl",,-    St.,    1924—,   treas.'s  vlt.,    1st   fl. 

354.      CAITCZLLSD  COUIITY  OIlDEIiS  AID  JURY  CERTIFICATES,    1904-14,      2  t. 
Register   of   cancelled  county  orders  and  jury  certificates,    showing  date, 
ar.ount,   purpose,  s-nd  nuniber  of  order,  nar.^e  of  recipient,   and  date  of 
cancellation,     Arr,  by  date  of  order   or  certificate,     No   index,     lidw, 
under  pr.   hdgs,     300  p.   16  x  12  x  3,     Corir.on  vlt,,    5th  fl. 


Special  Accounts 
Probate 

335.  N0R-41ESIDEI'IT  HEIRS,    1914—,      1   f,b. 

Court   orders   authorizing  treasurer  to  pay  iiiheritance  to   out-of-state  heirs, 
shov.'ing  rxame  of  estate,   na::;es   and  addresses  of  heirs,   5-"id  ano\.mt  and  date  of 
payment,     Arr.  by  date  of  order.     No   index.     Typed,      10   l/2  x  <'■  l/2  x  14, 
Treas.'s  vlt.,    1st    fl. 

Inheritance  Tax 

336.  II>iHERITAiyCE  TAX,  1916—.   4  f.b. 

Record  of  inlieritance  tax  collections,  including  court  orders  fixing 
amount  of  tax,  shov.'ing  nanes  of  estate  and  heirs,  value  of  estate,  amount 
of  tax  assessments,  and  date  of  pajcnent,  Arr,  Ly  date  of  entry,     Vo   index. 
Typed  on  pr,  fn,  10  l/2  x  4  l/2  x  14,  Treas,'s  vlt.,  1st  fl," 
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Treasurer  -   Special  '  (337-343) 

Accotmts 


337.  INHERITANCE  TAX  (Register),    1917—.      3  v. 

Register  of  taxes  levied  on  inheritances,    showing  case  number,   nanes  of 
estate,    attorneys,    and  heirs,    amounts  of  irJieritance,    deductible  allowance, 
disbursements,    and  exemption,    rate  of   tax,    total  amount  of  tax  due,    and 
date  of  payment.     Arr,  by  date  of  payment.     Ho   index.     Hdw.   \indor  pr. 
hdgs.      200  p.   15  X  12  X  1.     Troas.'s  vlt.,    1st  fl. 

Hi^way  (Seo  also 
entries  395-401,    404) 

338.  ROAD  BONDS,  1915—.   10  f.b. 

Cancelled  original  roa.d  bonds,  showing  date,  amo\int,  and  terms  of  bond, 
rate  of  interest,  date  of  maturity,  where  payable,  ?Jid  signatures  of 
county  clerk  and  chairman  of  county  board.  Arr.  by  date  of  bond.  No 
index,  !iyped  and  hdv;.  on  vr.    fm.  lOh   x  4|  x  14,  Treas.'s  vlt.,  1st 
fl. 

339.  REGISTER  OF  ROAD  BONDS,  1915—.  3  v.  (1-3).  Last  entrj'  1935. 
Register  of  bonds  issued  for  building  county  reals,  showing  date,  n-jm- 
ber,  terms,  and  amount  of  bond,  name  of  p'urchaser,  rate  of  interest, 
date  payable,  stipulations  of  payment,  amount  of  receipts  for  each  bond, 
and  date  of  cancellation.  Arr.  by  date  of  bond.  No  index.  Hdw.  under 
pr.  hdgs.  600  p.  10  x  8  x  3.   Treas.'s  vlt.,  1st  fl. 

340.  CHANCERY  PAPERS  (Corporations'  Funds),  1918—.  1  f.b.  Last 
entry  1925. 

Requests  of  corporations  to  withhold  payment  of  contractors  for  county 
work  until  material  used  has  been  paid  for,  showing  names  of  contractor 
and  corporation,  date,  amount,  and  kind  of  material  purchased,  and  date 
of  request.  Arr,  by  date  of  request.  No  index.  Hdw.  and  typed. 
10|  X  4i  X  14.  Treas.'s  off.,  1st  fl. 

Dog  License 

341.  PAID  SHEEP  CLAIMS,  1922—.   3  f.b. 

Affidavits  for  claims  filed  by  sheep  owners,  showipg  name  and  oath  of 
owner,  number  of  sheep  killed,  amount  of  damages,  date,  case  number, 
signature  of  supervisor,  and  date,  number,  and  amount  of  voucher.  Arr, 
by  case  no.  No  index,  Hdw.  on  pr.  fm,  IQg  x  4|-  x  14.  Treas.'s  vlt., 
1st  fl. 

342.  SHEEP  CLAIMS,  1925—.   1  v. 

Register  of  sheep  claims  and  damages,  showing  name  and  address  of  claim- 
ant, number  of  sheep  killed,  date,  amo^ont,  and  n^Jinbers  of  cla.im  and  war- 
rant, names  of  v/itnesses,  and  amount  of  witness  fees.  Arr,  by  date  of 
claim.  No  index.  Hdv;.  under  pr.  hdgs.   200  p.  14  x  12  x  1.  Treas.'s 
vlt.,  1st  fl. 

Court  Costs 

343.  UlTCLAIMED  WITNESS  FEES,    1915—.      1   f.b. 

Lists  of  unclaimed  v;itness  fees,    showing  dr.te  rjid  amount  of  fee,    and  name  of 
witness.     Arr.   by  date  of  fee.      No   index,      Tyood,     10^  x  4^  x  14.      Treas.'s 
vlt.,    1st  fl. 
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Teasurer  -  Reports;  (3^^  -  3^9) 

Receipts,  Checks,  Bank  State- 
ments 


Emergency  and  Old  Age  ••' 

Relief  (See  also  entries  U15,  U19) 

3UU.  RELIEF  PAPERS,  1932-33.  7  f.t). 
Relief  orders  of  Vermilion  Coionty  emergency  relief  commission  paid  by 
county  treasurer,  showing  date,  amount,  number,  and  purpose  of  order, 
name  of  recipient,  and  signature  of  relief  officisil.  No  obvious  arr. 
No  index.  Hdw.  and  typed  on  pr.  fm.  IS  x  18  x  20.  Common  vlt.,  5'th 
fl. 

Drainage 

3U5.   CANCELLED  COUPONS  AND  BONDS,  1915-18.   1  f.b. 
Cancelled  coupons  and  bonds  for  Jamesburg  special  drainage  district, 
showing  date,  aino\int,  number,  and  terms  of  bonds,  rate  of  interest,  name 
of  principal,  and  dates  of  filing  and  cancellation.   Arr.  by  date  of 
filing.   No  index.   Typed  on  pr.  fm.   10|  x  ^  x  lU.   Treas.  's  vlt.,  1st 
fl. 

3U6.   CASH  ACCOUNTS  (Drainage  District),  1910-22.   1  v.   1868-1 909, 
1923 —  in  General  Cash  Ledger,  entry  327. 
CoTJjLty  treasurer's  accounts  with  drainage  districts,  showing  date  and 
amount  of  collections,  and  name  and  location  of  district.   Arr.  by  date 
of  collection.   No  index.   Hdw.  under  pr.  hdgs.   200  p.  11  x  7?  x  1. 
Common  vlt.,  5'th  fl. 


Reports 

3U7.   MONTHLY  STATE!v!ENTS ,  I925— .   2  f.b. 
Copies  of  monthly  and  semiannual  reports  of  county  treasurer  to  county 
board,  including  list  of  county  orders  cancelled  and  returned,  and  reports 
of  tax  collections.   Arr.  by  date  of  report.   No  index.   Typed. 
10|  X  U^  X  ik.      Treas. 's  vlt.,  1st  fl. 


Receipts,  Checks,  and  Bank  Statements 

3U8.   CANCELLED  ORDERS  AITO  JURY  CERTIFICATE  RECEIPTS,  I9I5— .   1  f.b. 
Receipts  issued  by  the  county  clerk  to  county  treasurer  for  county  orders 
cancelled  and  returned,  showing  date,  total  amount  of  orders,  name  of 
treasurer,  and  signature  of  county  clerk.   No  obvious  arr.   No  index. 
Hdw.  and  typed  on  pr.  fm.   10|  x  k^  x   lU.   Treas. 's  vlt.,  1st  fl. 

3i+g.   RECEIPTS  AND  SETTLBIENT,  I919— .   1  f.b. 
County  treasurer's  receipts  from  state  treasurer  for  taxes  received, 
showing  date  and  amount  of  payment,  date  and  number  of  receipt,  and  sig- 
nature of  state  treasurer.   Arr.  by  date  of  receipt.   No  index.   Hdw.  and 
typed  on  pr.  fm.   10|-  x  ^4^;  x  lU.   Treas. 's  vlt.,  1st  fl. 
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350.  PAYROLL  EECEIPTS,  1924—.   3  f.lj. 
Receipts  given  tc  coiinty  treasurer  by  county  employees  acknowledging  pay- 
ment of  salaries,  showing  date,  amount,  and  number  of  order,  date  of  pay- 
ment, and  signature  of  employee,  Arr,  by  date  of  payment.  No  index. 
Hdw.  on  pr,  fm.  10|  x  4^  x  14.  Treas.'s  vlt.,  1st  fl. 


XIV.   AUDITOR 

In  1911  the  General  Assembly  enacted  legislation  requiring  all 
counties  under  township  organization  with  a  population  of  more  than 
seventy-five  thousand  and  less  than  three  hjindred  thousand  to  elect, 
in  November,  1912,  and  every  four  years  thereafter,  a  county  auditor.^ 
As  Vermilion  County  had  already  attained  the  population  minimum  by  that 
year,  the  office  was  nccordingly  ontablished.  As  provided  in  the  act, 
compcnsacion  is  in  such  sum  as  the  county  board  may  sot, 2  Since  1925, 
by  an  amendment  to  the  original  law,  the  county  auditor  has  been  re- 
quired to  furnish  such  bond  as  is  deemed  sufficient  by  the  county  board, 
which  bond  is  filed  with  the  county  clerk, 3 

The  auditor  is  charged  with  the  following  duties: 

1,  To  audit  all  claims  against  the  coTinty,  recommending  to 
the  coujity  board  their  payment  or  rejection. 

2,  To  collect  statistical  information  with  respect  to  the 
cost  of  maintenance  of  such  institutions  as  the  county 
farm,  jail,  workhouse,  and  courthouse, 

3,  To  approve,  before  issuance,  all  orders  of  county 
officials  for  supplies. 

4,  To  make  a  quarterly  audit  of  all  county  offices.'^ 

He  is  also  required  to  keep  a  record  of  all  contracts  entered  into 
by  the  county  board  and  all  authorized  co\inty  officers,  to  report  quarterly 
to  the  board  all  fees  and  emoluments  due  the  county  from  its  various 
officers,  and  to  keep  necessary  records  of  his  other  acts  in  pursuance  of 
the  duties  of  his  office. 5 


1,  L.1911,  p,  242,243. 

2,  Ibid.,  p,  242. 

3,  L.1925,  p.  253. 

4,  L.1911.  p.  242, 

5,  Ibid,,  p,  242,243. 
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County  Funds 

Accou:-.ts  of  County  Funds 
(See  also  entries  4-13,  327-350) 

Appropriations 

351.  LEDGER,  1916—.   5  v. 

Auditor's  ledger  account  of  county  appropriations,  showing  name  of  fund, 
date  and  anount  of  appropriation,  date,  number,  and  amount  of  orders 
issued,  and  balance  on  hand.   Arr.  alph.  by  title  of  fund.   Ho  index.  Hdw. 
under  pr.  hdgs.   400  p.  12  x  9  x  3.   3  v. ,  1916-27,  common  vlt.,  5th  fl.; 
2  v.,  1923--,  aud.'s  rear  off.,  3rd  fl. 

352.  CASH  BOOK  OR  EXP3HDITUHS  LEDGER,  1915--.   10  v. 

Ledger  of  expenditures  of  county  fiinds,  showing  da.te,  number,  purpose,  and 
amo\int  of  warrant,  and  names  of  payee  aiid  fimd  dr?,wn  upon.   Arr.  by  date 
of  payment.  Ko  index.  Hdw.  under  pr.  hdgs.   350  p.  14  x  12  x  2-2.      5  v., 
1916-27,  common  vlt.,  5th  fl.;  5  v.,  1928—,  aud.'s  front  off.,  3rd  fl. 

County  Supplies 

353.  PURCHASE  ORDERS,  1916--.   2  f .b. 

Vouchers  for  supplies  purchased  for  county  offices,  showing  date,  nature, 
and  amount  of  purcliase,  and  name  of  office.  Arr.  by  date  of  voucher.  No 
index.  Hdw.  on  pr.  fm.   9  x  8  x  24.   1  f.b.,  1916-26,  common  vlt.,  5th 
fl.;  1  f.b.,  1927—,  aud.'s  front  off.,  3rd  fl. 

354.  PURCHASE  LEDGER,  1916—.   8  v. 

Ledger  of  office  supplies  purchased  for  county  offices,  showing  date,  cost 
and  description  of  article,  and  name  of  company  from  whom  purchased,  and 
for  what  office  purchased.   Arr.  by  date  of  order.   No  index.   Hdw.  under 
pr.  hdgs.   330  p.  14  x  12  x  2|.   5  v. ,  1916-19,  common  vlt.,  5th  fl.;  3  v., 
1920 — ,  aud.'s  front  off.,  3rd  fl. 

County  Warrants 

355.  COUNTY  TASRASTS   AlTD  VOUCHERS,  1915—.   93  f.b. 

Warrants  for  countj^  expenses  issued  by  auditor,  showing  date,  number,  pur- 
pose, and  amount  of  warrant,  and  name  of  payee.   Arr.  by  date  of  warrant. 
No  index.   Hdw.  on  pr.  fm.   10  x  5  x  14  -  6  x  12  x  30.   26  f.b.,  1915-34, 
common  vlt.,  5th  fl.;  42  f.b.,  1935-3S,  aud.'s  rear  off.,  3rd  fl. ;  25  f.b., 
1937—,  aud.'s  front  off.,  3rd  fl. 

356.  DISTRIBUTION  OF  EXPENSE,  1916—.   19  f.b. 

Lists  of  warrants  issued  for  paj'^ment  of  expenses,  showing  name  of  officer, 
itemized  list  of  expenses,  date,  amount,  and  number  of  warrant,  name  of 
payee,  and  purpose  of  issue.   Arr.  chron.   No  index.   Hdw.  under  pr.  hdgs. 
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(357,358) 


Emergency  Relief 

357.  CLAIMS  FOR  POOR,  1935-35.   29  f .b.  1933-34  in  Supervisors' 
Papers,  entry  1.   Subsequent  to  1936  handled  by  townships. 
Claims  for  emergency  relief  funds,  showing  names  of  claimant  and  town- 
ship, and  dato  and  amount  of  claim.  Arr.  alph.  by  name  of  claimant. 
No  index.  Hdw.  on  pr.  fm.   10  x  5  x  15  -  12^  x  6  x  24.  5  f.b.,  1935, 
aud.'s  front  off.,  3rd  fl.;  24  f.b.,  1936,  aud.'s  rear  off.,  3rd  fl. 


Reports 

358.   MONTHLY  STATEimiTS,  1916 — .   2  f.b. 
County  officials'  monthly  statements  to  auditor,  shov7ing  dates,  amounts 
of  receipts  and  expenditures,  and  cash  on  hand,  Arr.  by  date  of  state- 
ment. No  index.  Hdw.  vmder  pr.  hdgs.  10  x  5  x  14.  Aud.'s  rear  off., 
3rd  fl. 


XV.   SUPERINTENDENT  OF  SCHOOLS 


The  first  county  school  official  in  Vermilion  County  was  the  county 
school  commissioner.!  The  principal  duties  of  this  officer,  an  appointee 
of  the  county  commissioners'  court,  centered  around  the  sale  of  school 
lands.  His  reports  of  these  sales  were  made  to  the  county  commissioners' 
court  and  recorded  by  their  clerk  in  a  well-bound  book  kept  for  that 
purpose. 2  The  school  commissioner  also  reported  to  the  county  commission- 
ers' court  on  his  other  transactions  in  regsjrd  to  the  school  fund. 3  His 
office  became  elective  in  1841.4  in  1845  the  office  of  county  aiperintend- 
ent  of  schools  was  created  as  an  ex-officio  office  of  the  county  school 
commissioner. 5  For  his  ex-officio  duties  as  aiperintendent  of  schools, 
the  commissioner  received  additional  compensation  for  the  days  actually 
engaged  in  the  performance  of  these  duties. 6  Beginning  with  the  year 
1847,  the  school  commissioner  was  elected  for  a  two-year  term.'i'  In  1865 
the  office  of  county  superintendent  of  schools  was  established  as  an 


1. 

R.L.1829,   p.    150.151. 

2. 

Ibid.,   p.   152,153;    L.1849, 

p.    1 

3. 

L.1831,    p.    175. 

4. 

L.1841,   p.   261.262. 

5. 

L.1845,   p.   54. 

6. 

L.1849,    p.   178;    L.1867,    p. 

161. 

7. 

L.1847,   p.    120;    L.1849,   p. 

154. 

155,  156,159,160;  L.1851,  p.  130. 
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independent  office,  suid  had  delegated  to  it  the  authority  formerly  vest- 
ed in  the  county  school  conTiissioner. 

The  superintendent  of  schools  is  a  statutorj'  office,  now  elective 
for  a  term  of  four  years.    The  superintendent's  office  serves  as  the 
central  school  administrative  agency  for  the  county.  • One  or  more  of  the 
several  congressional  townships  comiDrise  the  several  school  districts. 
Within  these  administrative  units  are  elected  boards  of  trustees  vho 
have  executive  and  financial  responsihilities  ■rrhich  come  under  the  super- 
vision of  the  county  superintendent.-^  The  boards  of  trustees  appoint 
their  ovrn  treasurers  who  also  act  as  clerks  of  the  township  (or  school 
district)  boards.^ 

The  superintendent  makes  Quarterly  and  annual  reports  to  the  county 
board  and  also  reports  to  the  State  Superintendent  of  Public  Instruction, 
the  State  DeTjartment  of  Public  Health,  the  state  fire  marshal,  and  the 
state  architect.   His  original  duties  are  the  following: 

1.  To  sell  township  fund  lands  and  issue  certificates  of 
purchase. 

2.  To  examine  the  complete  accounts  of  every  township  treas- 
urer in  his  county  and  report  irregularities  to  the  town- 
ship trustees. 

3.  To  conduct  a  teachers'  institute,  hold  quarterly  examinar- 
tions  for  teachers'  certificates,  and  issue  such. 

U.   To  hold  examinations  for  normal  and  university  scholar- 
ship s . 

5.   To  visit  the  public  schools  in  the  county,  observe  methods 
of  instruction,  make  recommendations  to  teachers,  and 
advise  school  officers;  to  observe  sanitary  and  safety  con- 
ditions, and  notify  trustees  and  state  authorities  of  un- 
satisfactory conditions;  to  inspect  plans  ajid  specifica- 
tions, and  approve  those  meeting  state  regulations. 5 

A  noteworthy  undertaking  of  the  superintendent  of  schools  is  the 
annual  teachers'  institute.  Pioneer  legislation  of  1869  provided  that 
the  school  directors  '•'ere  to  allow  school  teachers  to  attend  the  teach- 
ers' institute  in  their  county  without  the  loss  of  tirae  or  pay.    Twenty 


1. 

L.1365,   t3.    112;    L. 1871-72,   td.    702;   L.1889,   p.    312;    L.1O09,   p.    3^3- 

2. 

L. 1871-72,   p.    702;    L.I9O9,   p.    3U3 ;    L.19I5,   P-    &28;    L.I923,   p.    596. 

3. 

L.18il7,   p.    126;    L.I909,   p.    35O;    L.1929.   p.    745. 

k. 

L.I927.   p.    8U3;    L.I929.   p.    7U5. 

5- 

E.S.I8U5,   p.    U98,U99;   L.18i+7,   -D.    122;    L.lgUg,   p.    I56;   L.1853,   P-    2U6, 

2U7;   L.1855,   p.    66,67;   L.1861,   p.    190,191;    L.I865,   p.    119.120; 

L.1909.  p.  3^7-50;  L.1915.  p.   636-38. 

6. 

L.ig69.  p.  394. 
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Accounts  of  School  Funds 


yesLTs  later,  the  superintendent  of  schools  v/a.s  required  to  hold  the  in- 
stitute annually.^  A  fund  was  set  up  for  this  purpose  which  has  contin- 
ued to  be  made  up  of  the  fees  received  fron  applicants  for  teachers' 
certificates  and  from  teachers'  registration.  Money  from  the  fund  is 
paid  out  only  on  the  order  of  the  superintendent  to  defray-  the  expenses 
of  the  annual  institute.  When  the  fund  exceeds  tho  annual  cost  of  the 
institute,  the  excess  may  bo  paid  out  for  special  meetings  of  teachers, 2 


Accounts  of  School  Funds 
(See  also  entry  390[xiv]) 

359.  STATE  FUND  STATZKOTS,  1924--.   4  f.b. 

Statements  by  county  superintendent  of  schools  to  school  district  trus- 
tees relative  to  state  tax  fund  allotments,  showing  names  of  superintend- 
ent and  school,  school  district  number,  amount  of  allotment  and  district 
e:q)enditures,  balance  and  date  of  statement.  Arr.  by  date  of  statement. 
No  index.  Hdw.  on  pr.  fm.  11  x  5  x  14.  Off.  of  supt.  of  sch. ,  3rd  fl, 

360.  TEACHERS'  INSTITUTE  RECORD,  1895--.   8  v. 

Attendance  record  at  teachers'  institutes,  showing  names  and  addresses 
of  teachers  attending,  date  and  time  of  attendance,  and  amount  of  pay- 
ments into  institute  fund.  Arr.  by  date  of  meeting.  No  indox.  Hdw. 
under  pr.  hdgs.  430  p.  16  x  11  x  2,   Strra.  of  supt.  of  sch.,  3rd  fl. 

361.  TOWNSHIP  TREASURER'S  ACCOUNT  BOOK,  1908-14.   1  v. 

Account  record  of  superintendent  of  schools  with  township  treasurers, 
showing  amcjuat  and  date  of  allotments  to  township,  dates  and  amounts  of 
payments  for  salaries,  repairs,  and  interest  and  principal  on  school 
bond  issues,  expense  of  running  schools,  and  totals.  Arr.  by  date  of 
payment.  No  index.  Hdw.  under  pr.  hdgs.  320  p.  16  x  15-?;  x  2^,      Strm. 
of  supt.  of  sch.,  3rd  fl. 

For  subsequent  trustees'  reports  of  school  funds,  see  entry  378. 


1.  L.1889.  p.  312. 

2.  L.1905,  p.  385;  L.1931,  p.  876, 
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Sale  of  School  Lands;  District 
Records;  Teachers'  Records 


Sale  of  School  Lsnds 
(See  r-.lso  entry  390[iz]) 

362.   IffiCORD  or  SALE  OP  SCHOOL  LAiTDS,  1832-57.   2  v.  (A,  3).   All 
school  land  cold  by  1857. 
Record  of  sale  of  school  lands,  including  petitions  and  plats  of  land, 
shov/ing  names  of  petitioners,  township,  and  school  conrii^frionero,  nsne 
and  address  of  purchaser,  location  and  description  of  land,  val'action, 
oi'der  for  sale,  number  of  acres,  selling  price  per  acre,  and  date  and 
anount  of  sale.  Arr.  by  date  of  sale.   Indexed  by  twp.  no.  Hd-.7.  ,  hand- 
drar.!:,  and  hdw.  uiider  pr.  hdgs.   600  p.  14  x  10  x  3.   Off.  of  supt.  of 
sch. ,  3rd  fl. 


District  Records 

363.  BUDGET  (Glains  for  State  Aid),  1925--.   12  bdl . ,  1  f.b. 
Claims  for  state  aid,  shovring  nuTiber  of  school  district,  fin-uncial 
statement  of  district,  general  information,  names  of  teachers,  budget, 
and  signature  of  clerk  of  board  of  directors.  Ho  obvious  arr.  I'o  index. 
T;,Ted  on  pr.  fm.   11  x  5  x  14.   Off.  of  supt.  of  sch.,  5rd  fl. 

364.  DIRECTORS' BULLETDTS,  1935—.   If.b. 

Bulletins  of  instructions  and  other  data  issued  by  county  superintend- 
ent of  schools  to  directors  of  various  school  districts,  showing  date 
and  place  of  issjue,  and  subject  reviewed.  Arr.  by  date  of  bulletin.  No 
index.   Typed.   11  x  5  x  14.   Off.  of  supt.  of  sch.,  3rd  fl. 

Teachers'  Records 

365.  LIST  OP  TEACHERS  U   COUxTTY,  1914--.   2  f.b.,  1  v. 

Lists  of  grade  school  teachers  in  county,  showing  name,  address,  and 
salai'y  of  teacher,  and  date  of  compilation  of  list.   Subsequent  to  1924 
these  lists  are  bovmd  in  volume  form.   No  obvious  arr.  No  index.   Hdw. 
under  pr.  hdgs.  F.b.  11  x  5  x  14;  v.  200  p.  15  x  10  x  1.   Off.  of  supt. 
of  sch. ,  3rd  fl. 

366.  TEACHERS'  BULLETINS.  1933—.   2  f.b. 

Duplicate  copies  of  bulletins  sent  to  teachers  of  meetings  scheduled  by 
county  superintendent  of  schools,  showing  name  and  address  of  teacher, 
date  of  issue  of  bulletin,  name  of  local  school  superintendent,  and  date, 
place,  cTid  kind  of  meeting.  No  obvious  arr.   No.  index.   Typed.   11  x  5  x 
14.   Off.  of  supt.  of  sch.,  5rd  fl. 

357.   TEACHERS  EMPLOYED,  1936—.   1  f.b. 
Lists  of  teachers  employed,  showing  nam.e,  address,  and  s^^lary  of  tcrcher, 
grade  taught,  name  and  location  of  school,  and  date  of  appointment  by 
directors.  Arr.  chron.  No  index.  Hdw.  on  pr.  fm.   11  x  5  x  14.   Off. 
of  siipt.  of  sch.,  3rd  fl. 
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Pupil  Records 

368.  TEACH.ERS'    PERMANENT  RECORD  C/JID,    1381—.      10  v.    (l,    2  not 
labeled,    A-G);    4  f.b.     Missing:   1933-28. 

Permanent  record  of  teachers,    showing  nana  and  address  of  teachor,    date 
of  birth,    schools  attended,    subjects   tj'Jron  snd  examination  grades,    type 
and  date  of  certificate,    record  of  omployracnt,    and  rmount  of  payment  for 
renewal  of  cortif icator. ;    also  contains  pension  fund  contribution  records 
subsequent   to  1914.     Also   contains  County   Superintendent's  Examination 
Record,    1881-1913,    entry  359,    and  Gt-.s.i  Book,    1914-22,    1933 — ,    entry  389. 
Arr.   by  data  of  certificate.     No   index,      1881-1913,    hdw.   ujider  pr.    hdgs,; 
1914 — ,    hdw.   on  pr.    fm.     V.   'K)0  -  480  p.   10  re  15  x  l[;  -  18  x  13  x  2;    f.b. 
11  X  5  X  14.     V.   1,    2  not  labeled,    A-G,    1881-1922,    strn.   of  supt.   of 
sch. ,    3rd  fl.;    4  f.b.,    1929 — ,    off.   of  supt.    of  sch.,    3rd  fl. 

369.  COUNTY  SUPZRllITSl'IIEKT' 3  EXAMINATION  RECORD,   1914--.      1  v. 
1881-1913  in  Teachers'    Permanent  Record  Card,    entry  368. 

Superintendent  of  schools  record  of  teachers'    examinations,    showing  name 
and  address  of   teacher,    date  of  examination,    examination  grade,    and  grade 
of  certificate.     Arr.  by  date  of  examination.     No   index.     Typed  under  pr. 
hdgs.      300  p.   14  X  8  X  3.     Off.   of  supt.    of  sch.,    3rd  fl. 

370.  RECORD  OF  TEACHERS'    ASSOCIATION,    1833-1921.      2  v. 

Minutes  of  meetings  of  county  teachers'    association,    showing  names  of 
members  present,    subjects  of  discussion,    resolutions  passed,    fJid  dates 
of  meetings.     Arr.  by  date  of  meeting.     No   index.     Hdw.     150  p. 
13  X  8  X  1.      Strm.   of  supt.   of  sch.,    3rd  fl. 


Pupil  Records 

371.  NON-HIG-H  SCHOOL  BILLS  (Claims   for  Tuition),    1918—.      1   f.b. 
Certificates  of  attendance  of  non-high  school  pupils  and  claims   for   tui- 
tion,   showing  name  and  age  of  pupil,    name  and  adlress  of  parents  or 
guardian,    home  district  nuniber,   year  of  course,    months  of  attendance, 
amount  of  tuition  claims,    and  dates  of  certificate  and  claim.     Arr.   by 
date  of  certificate  or   claim.     No   index.      Hdw.   and  typed  on  pr.    fr.i. 

11  X  5  X  14.     Off.   of  supt.   of  sch.,    3rd  fl. 

372.  TRUANCY  NOTICES,    1922-27.      1   f.b. 

Truant  officers'    notices   to  parents  and  guardians   to   send  children   to 
school,    showing  names  of  parents  or  gurxdian,    teacher,    and  truant  officer, 
address  of  parents,    school  district  number,    name  rjil  age  of  child,    and 
date  of  notice.     No  obvious  arr.     No   index.      Hdw.   on  pr.   fm,     11  x  5  x  14. 
Off.    of  supt.   of  sch.,    3rd  fl. 

373.  RECORD  GASES  OF  TRUANCY,    1914—.      2  v. 

Truancy  record     s.iuwing  name  and  grade  of  pupil,    names  and  addresses  of 
parents  or  guardian,    teacher,    and  school,    nijunber  of  district,    action  of 
school  boaord,    date  of  report,    smd  name  of  truant  officer.      Arr.   chron. 
No   index.      Hdw.   on  tir.    fm.     350  v.   14  x  12  x  2.      Off.   of  supt.   of  sch., 
3rd  fl. 
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Reports 

37U.   EIGHTH  GRADE  GEADT^ATE  BOOK,  I91U— .   3  v. 
List  of  eighth-grade  graduates  in  common  schools,  shoving  na^nes  and  ages 
of  graduates,  exajnination  grades,  and  date  and  school  of  graduation.   Arr. 
hy  date  of  graduation.   No  index.   Hdv.  under  t>t.    hdgs.   35^  P*  17  ^  ^3  ^c  3. 
Off.  of  supt.  of  sch. ,  3rd  fl. 

375.  SCHCCL  CEIISUS  OF  VERi/ilLION  COITNTY,  ILLINOIS,  1924  —  ,   14  v. 
Census  of  children  attending  schools  in  county,  shoiving  names,  ages,  and 
addresses  of  children,  names  of  parents  or  guardians,  and  date  of  census. 
Arr.  by  date  of  census.  No  index.  Hdiv,  under  pr,  hdgs.  400  p,  9  x  14  x  2, 
Off,  of  supt,  of  sch,,  3rd  fl, 

376.  HIGH  SCHOOL  GRADUATES,  I872-I90U,   1  v. 

Register  of  high  school  graduates,  showing  names  and  addresses  of  pupils, 
name  of  school,  and  date  of  graduation.   Arr.  hy  date  of  graduation. 
No  index.   Hdw.  under  pr.  hdgs.   200  p.  lU  x  8^  x  1.   Strm.  of  supt.  of 
sch.  ,  3^^  fl* 

377.  RECORD  OF  EXA::iNATIONS,  IS95-I9O8.   1  v. 

Register  of  pupils  taking  eighth-grade  examinations,  showing  names  of 
pupils  and  school  of  attendance,  examination  grade,  and  date  of  exam- 
ination.  Arr.  by  date  of  examination.   No  index.   Hd\7.  under  -or.   hdgs. 
300  p.  12|  X  8i  X  1.   Strm.  of  supt.  of  sch.,  3rd  fl. 

Reports 
(See  also  entry  390[iii ,xiv]) 

378.  SCHOOL  TRUSTEES  (and  School  Treasurers')  AITTHJAL  REPORTS, 
1837—.  2k   f.b. 

Annual  statements  of  school  trustees  and  of  school  treasurers,  subse- 
quent to  I858,  including  poll  book  for  school  elections,  I837-U8,  showing 
names  of  school,  trastees,  teachers,  and  treasurer,  school  census,  dis- 
trict number,  promotion,  attendance,  health  of  pupils,  income  from  taxes 
and  other  sources,  qualifications  and  annual  salaries  of  teachers,  and  ac- 
count of  expenditures.   Arr.  chron.   No  index.   Hdw.  on  pr.  fra.   11  x  5  x  lU. 
Off.  of  supt.  of  sch.,  3rd  fl. 

379.  MTNUAL  PJPORT,    1856—.      83   v. 

Annual  reports  of  county  sitperintendent  of  schools  to  state  superinten- 
dent of  public  instruction,  showing  school  census,  enrollments,  names  of 
teachers,  qualifications,  promotion  of  health  and  attendance,  tax  levies, 
annual  salaries  of  elementary  and  high  school  teachers,  district,  dis- 
tributive, and  to^7nship  fund  reports,  receipts  and  expenditure  records, 
tuition  payments,  exhibits,  investments,  general  and  financial  statis- 
tics, number  of  one-room  schools  and  general  memoranda.   Arr.  by  date 
of  report.   No  index.   Hdw.  on  pr.  fm.   30  P-  1^  x  S  x  ^.      Off.  of  supt. 
of  sch. ,  3rd  fl. 
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Register  of  School  Officers 

380.  HIGH  SCHOOL  EXPEITD I  TITLES,    1905—.      1  f.b. 

Financial  reports   of  high  schools,   inade  by  school  boards   to  county  sup- 
erintendent of  schools,    showing  district  nuir.ber,    name  of  school,   date, 
amount,   and  purpose   of  expenditures,   and  date   of  report.     Arr.  by  date 
of  report.     No   index.     Hdvr.   on  pr.   fm.      11  x  5  x  14.      Off,   of  supt.    of 
sch.,   3rd  fl. 

381.  TEACHERS'   ANTJUAL  REPORTS,    1912  —  .      11  f.b.      Title  varies: 
Teachers'   Siurarary  Reports,    3  fob.,    1912-14, 

Teachers'   annual  reports  to  superintendent  of  schools,    shovring  school 
district  number,   names   of  teacher  and  school,    school  term,   attendance  rec- 
ord,  average  grade  mr.do   in  each  subject  by  pupils,    total  number  of  pupils, 
promotions,   amount  of  payments   for  salaries  and  supplies,   and  date   of  re- 
port.    Arr.  by  date   of  report.     No  index.     Hdv/,   on  pr,   fm.      11  x  5  x  14, 
Off,   of  supt.   of  scho,   5rd  flo 

382.  TEACHERS'  PE^'SIO^^  1916—.  3  f.b. 

Reports  on  teachers'  pension  fund,  shovring  names  and  addresses  of  teachers 
eligible  for  pension,  number  of  years  in  service  and  name  of  schools, 
nature  and  amount  of  contribution,  and  date  of  report,  Arr.  by  date  of  re- 
port. Kc  index.  Hdw,  on  pr,  fm.  11  x  5  x  14.  Off,  of  supt.  of  sch«, 
3rd  fl. 

383.  TEACHERS'  BI-liONTHLY  REPORTS,  1916—.   20  f.b. 

Teachers'  bi-monthly  reports  to  county  superintendent  of  schools,  showing 
names  of  township  and  teacher,  school  district  number,  date,  total  enroll- 
ment, average  and  percentage  of  daily  attendance,  and  examination  grades 
of  pupils.  Arr.  by  date  of  report.  Hdw.  on  pr.  fm.  11  x  5  x  14.  Off. 
of  supt.  of  sch.,  3rd  fl. 

384.  SAIIITARY  INSPECTION,  1919-23,  1  f,b.  Subsequently  kept  by 
State  Department  of  Public  Health, 

Reports  on  school  health  conditions  by  sanitary  inspectors,  showing 
school  district  number,  prevailing  conditions,  suggestions  for  improve- 
ments, date  of  report,  and  name  and  location  of  school.  Ho  obvious  arr. 
No  index.  Typed.  11  x  5  x  14.  Off.  of  supt,  of  sch.,  3rd  fl. 


Register  of  School  Officers 

385.  SCHOOL  DIRECTORS,  1900—.   2  v. 
Register  of  school  directors,  showing  district  numbers,  names  of  direc* 
tors,  and  tern  of  office.  Arr.  by  district  no.  No  index.  Hdw,  under 
pr.  hdgs.  400  p.  15  x  12  x  3.  Off.  of  supt.  of  sch.,  3rd  fl, 

385.  SCHOOL  OFFICERS,  1901—.   3  f.b. 
Lists  of  school  officers,  shovd.ng  names  of  towriship  and  officers,  and 
date.  Arr.  alph,  by  name  of  township.  No  index.  Hdw.  and  typed. 
11  X  5  X  14.  Off.  of  supt.  of  sch,,  3rd  fl. 
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School  Treasurers'  Bonds;  Receipts, 
Expenditures;  Papers 

School  Treasurers'  Bonds 

387.  TOWNSHIP  TREASURERS'  BONDS,  1922—.   1  f.t.   1865-1921  in 
Miscellaneous  Papers,  entry  390. 

Bonds  of  to\vnship  school  treasiirers,  showing  names  of  township,  principal, 
and  sureties,  address  of  principal,  and  date,  ajnount,  and  obligation  of 
bond.  Arr.  by  date  of  bond.  No  index.  Hdw.  on  pr.  fm.  10  x  4^  x  12. 
Off.  of  supt.  of  sch.,  3rd  fl. 

Receipts  r,nd  Expenditures 

388.  STATE  FUND  CHECKS,  1918—.   3  f.b.   Title  varies:  State  Fund 
Vouchers,  2  f.b.,  1918-33. 

Cancelled  checks  ?.nd  vouchers  for  moneys  paid  from  state  fund,  showing 
name  of  payee,  pjid  purpose,  date,  and  amo\int  of  voucher.   Arr.  by  date 
of  issue.  No  index.  Hdw.  on  pr.  fm.   11  x  5  x  14.  Off.  of  supt.  of 
sch. ,  3rd  fl. 

389.  CASH  BOOK,  1923-32.   1  v.  1914-22,  1933—  in  Teachers' 
Permanent  Record  Card,  entry  368. 

Daily  record  of  fees  received  by  county  superintendent  of  schools  for  re- 
newal of  teachers'  certificates,  showing  date  and  amo\int  of  receipts,  name 
of  teacher,  and  grade  of  certificate.   Arr.  by  date  of  receipt.   No  index. 
Hdw.  under  pr.  hdgs.   50  p.  12  x  8  x  J.  Strm.  of  supt.  of  sch.,  3rd  fl. 

Miscellaneous  Papers 

390.  MISCELLANEOUS  PAPERS,  1824—.   9  f.b. 

Miscellaneous  dociiments  filed  with  superintendent  of  schools,  including: 
i.   Abstracts  of  title  to  school  property,  1855-70,  showing  location 
and  legal  description  of  property,  all  conveyances,  mortgages, 
and  deeds,  names  of  o^vner,  grantor,  grantee,  mortgagor,  mortgagee, 
ajid  abstractor,  consideration,  and  dates  of  conveyances,  mort- 
gages, deeds,  recording,  and  filing, 
ii.   Certificates  of  purchase  of  school  property,  1844,  1848,  1849, 
1853-58,  1862,  showing  date,  legal  description  and  location  of 
property,  najne  of  purchaser,  and  terms  and  amount  of  sale. 
ill.   County  treasurer's  report  to  co\inty  superintendent  of  schools  on 

condition  of  school  f\inds,  1919 — ,  showing  balance  at  end  of  fiscal 
year,  ajnount  of  taxes  credited  to  school  fund,  amount  and  source  of 
other  receipts,  amount  of  election  and  incidental  expenditures,  to- 
tal amount  of  receipts  and  disbursements,  balance  available,  and 
date  of  filing, 
iv.   Deeds  to  school  property,  1834,  1841,  1845,  1848-49,  1853-55, 

1857,  1862,  1871,  showing  district  n\imber,  nrjnes  of  grantee  and 
grantor,  location  and  legal  description  of  property,  consideration, 
ejid  dates  of  instrument,  filing,  pjid  recording. 


-  886  - 

Superintendent  of  Schools  -  (390  cont.) 

Miscellaneous  Papers 

V.  Non-high  school  district  poll  books,  1928 — ,  showing  date,  place, 
and  purpose  of  election,  oaths  of  judges  and  clerks,  najnes  of 
candidates  and  voters,  tally  sheets,  total  number  of  votes  cast 
for  each  candidfi.te,  said  date  of  filing. 

vi.  Papers  pertaining  to  the  organization  of  community  consolidated 
school  districts,  1917,  1920,  including  proof  of  posting  notices 
of  election,  petitions  for  formation  of  districts,  petitions  of 
candidates  for  election  to  board  of  directors,  and  poll  books. 
vii.  Papers  pertaining  to  organization  and  establishment  of  township 
high  schools,  1912-16,  1918,  1919.  including  petition  for  estab- 
lishment of  township  high  school  district,  certificates  of  posting 
notices  of  election,  notices  of  appointment  to  election  board, 
copy  of  election  notices,  district  and  township  poll  books,  and 
notices  to  trustees  to  hold  election. 
viii.  Papers  pertaining  to  establishment  eind  organization  of  community 
high  school  districts,  1913,  1915,  1918,  1919,  1921,  1922,  in- 
cluding certificates  of  posting  election  notices,  notices  of  ap- 
pointment of  election  board,  election  notices,  petitions  to  es- 
tablish community  high  school  districts,  poll  books,  and  notices 
to  school  trustees  to  hold  election. 

ix.  Petitions  and.   leases  for  sale  of  school  lands,  1934,  1936, 

showing  names  and  addresses  of  petitioners,  location  and  legal 
description  of  property,  and  date  of  filing. 
X.  Petitions  for  reorganization  of  established  school  districts  and 
establishment  of  new  districts,  1899-1910,  1912,  1917,  1918, 
1924-29,  1931-33,  1935,  showing  name  and  address  of  petitioners, 
reason  for  appeal  from  decision  of  county  superintendent  of 
schools  to  circuit  court,  and  final  disposition  of  case. 

xi.  Petitions  for  candidates  to  non-high  school  board  of  education, 
1924—,  showing  name  and  address  of  petitioner  and  signers,  ac  _ 

kno'.,'lcdcinont,  and  date  of  filing. 
xil.  Plats  of  school  districts,  1825,  1836,  1839,  1844,  1848,  showing 
boundaries  and  location  of  school  districts,  legal  description  of 
property,  district  number,  and  date  of  plat.  The  plat  dated  1825 
was  drawn  in  Edgar  County,  before  the  formation  of  Vermilion  County. 
xiii.  Real  estate  mortgages  held  by  school  districts,  1834,  1836,  1839, 
1841,  1852,  1866,  1871,  1873,  showing  date  and  terms  of  mortgage, 
rate  of  interest,  consideration,  legal  description  and  location  of 
property,  names  of  mortgagee  and  mortgagor,  and  dates  of  filing 
and  recording. 
xiv.   Superintendent's  monthly  statement  of  financial  transactions  of 

his  office,  1899—,  showing  balance  forwarded,  total  amount  of  re- 
ceipts and  disbursements,  date,  balance  available,  signature  of 
superintendent  of  schools,  and  recapitulation  of  accounts. 
Also  contains  Township  Treasurers'  Bonds,  1865-1921,  entry  387.  No  obvious 
arr.   No  index.  Nature  of  recording  varies.   11  x  5  x  14.  Off.  of  supt. 
Of  sch. ,  3rd  fl. 


(Next  entry  391,  p.  289) 


XVI.   SUPERINTENDENT  OF  HIGHWAYS 

From  1826  to  18^9  the  county  commissioners'  court  exercised  jurisdic- 
tion over  roads  and  "bridges  in  Vermilion  County.  ^  The  court  was  empower- 
ed to  locate  new  roads,  to  alter  or  vacate  old  roads,  to  divide  the 
county  into  road  districts,  and  to  appoint  a  supervisor  in  each  district. 
The  construction  -ind  maintenance  of  roads  were  effected  by  means  of  a 
labor  tax  levied  on  all  able-bodied  men  between  the  ages  of  eighteen  and 
fifty.   It  was  the  s^ipervisors'  duty  to  summon  these  men  for  work  when  road 
labor  was  needed. 3 

From  I8U9  to  I85I,  the  county  court  in  Vermilion  ounty  had  the  control 
and  supervision  of  public  roads  and  bridges.   The  substitution  of  this  ad- 
ministrative body  for  the  old  county  commissioners'  court  effected  no 
material  changes  in  the  earlier  set-UD.   The  system  of  road  districts  was 
retained  and  the  work  of  s\iperintending  road  construction  and  maintenance 
continued  to  be  vested  in  district  siipervisors. 

In  I85I,  when  tornship  organization  was  instituted  in  Vermilion  County,''^ 
the  care  and  superintendence  of  roads  became  the  responsibility  of  the 
townships.   In  13^9  legislation  enabling  the  adoption  of  this  form  of 
county  government  had  provided  for  the  election  in  each  township  of  a  high- 
way commissioner  and  as  many  overseers  of  highways  as  there  were  road  dis- 
tricts in  the  county.   The  commissioners  at  their  annual  meeting  determined 
necessary  action  for  establishing  nev;  roads  and  repairing,  altering,  or  va- 
cating old  roads;  the  overseers  of  highways  were  then  required  to  carry 
out  the  commissioners'  instructions.^  This  system  of  road  control  and  main- 
tenance obtained  until  1913;  in  that  year  the  office  of  superintendent  of 
highways  was  first  established.'   The  boards  of  highwny  commissioners  which 
existed  -orior  to  that  date  have  continued  to  function,  but  their  powers  are 
principally  subordinated  to  those  of  the  superintendent  of  highw-^ys. 

The  superintendent  is  appointed  by  the  county  board.   The  board  submits 
a  list  of  three  to  five  candidates  to  the  State  Depr?Ttment  of  Public  Tforks 
and  Buildings,  which  department  exnmines  the  candidates  to  determine  the 
person  best  fitted  for  the  office.^  The  successful  candidate  holds  office 


1.  L.I819,  V.   175;  ^.^.1827,  T).  3U0. 

2.  L.ISI9,  p.  333;  L.1825.  p.  I3O;  H.L.1827.  T3.  3^0, 3UU. 

3.  L.I819.  p.  33^^:  R.L.1827.  T3.  3^1,31^;^ 

U.   L.I8U7.  p.  111-13;  L.18U9,  p.  65:  L.I85I,  p.  179. 

5.  Townshi-0  organisation,  adopted  in  I85O,  was  not  effective  until  I85I. 

6.  L.ISU9,'  p.  212. 

7.  L.1913,  V.   52U. 

8.  L.I92I,  p.  781;  L.1933,  p.  961.  From  I913  to  I917  the  list  was  sub- 
mitted to  the  State  Highway  Commission.   In  1917  this  state  agency  was 
abolished,  and  its  rights,  powers,  and  duties  were  vested  in  the  epart- 
ment  of  Public  Works  emd  Buildings,  created  in  the  sane  year  (L.1913t 

p.  52U;  L.1917.  p.  U,l6,2U). 
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Superintendent  of  Highways 

for  six  years  and  is  remunerated  in  a  sum  fixed  lay  the  county  board. 

The  powers  and  duties  of  the  superintendent  of  highways  come  under  the 
rules  and  regulations  of  the  Department  of  Public  Works  and  Buildings, 
However,  the  superintendent  is  subject,  upon  hearing,  to  removal  by  the 
county  board.  The  superintendent  exercises  supervision  over  township, 
county,  and  state-aid  roads,  and  bridges  and  culverts  in  his  county,  and 
is  required  tr^  perform  such  other  duties  as  may  be  prescribed  by  the  chief 
highway  engineer  of  the  state, ^ 

His  principal  duties  are  as  follc\7s: 

1,  To  prepare  plans,  specifications,  and  estimates  for  all 
bridges  to  be  built  by  the  coiinty, 

2,  To  supervise  the  construction  and  maintenance  of  county 
roads  and  bridges,  and  state-aid  roads, 

3,  To  inspect  the  highways  and  bridges  in  each  town  or  dis- 
trict of  his  county  at  least  once  a  year, 

4,  To  advise  and  direct  the  highway  commissioners  in  each 
town  or  district  as  to  the  best  methods  of  repair,  main- 
tenance, and  improvement  of  highways  and  bridges, 

5,  To  approve  any  purchase  in  excess  of  $200  for  materials, 
machinery,  or  apparatus  to  be  used  in  road  construction  in 
any  town  or  district, 2 

He  is  required  to  keep  the  following  records: 

1,  Records  of  contracts,  purchases,  and  expenditures  authorized 
by  himself,  the  county  board,  cr  tovmship  commissioners, 

2,  Maps,  plats,  blueprints,  specifications,  etc,  arising  from 
his  supervision  of  roads  and  bridges,  or  the  planning  of 
new  construction. 

3,  Acco\ints  of  the  funds  handled  by  his  office, 

4,  Reports  from  other  officers  or  bodies  touching  upon  the 
affairs  of  his  office;  copies  of  his  own  reports  on  the 
administration  of  his  office;  related  papersa^ 


1,  L.1921,  p.  782;  L.1953,  p,  961, 

2,  L.1913,  p,  523-26, 

3,  Ibid,,  p.  525. 
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missioncrs'  Records:  Construction 
and  Maintenance  Records 


Commissioners'  Records 

391.  TOWITSHI?  ROAD  RECOED,  1851-1904.   1  v. 

Road  record  of  surveyor  and  road  ccnnissioners  of  Danville  Tovmship,  show- 
ing location  of  road,  nameo  of  surveyor  and  cor.imissioners,  proceedings 
of  conroissioners,  and  date  of  rjeetint;s.  Arr.  by  date  of  meeting.   Indexed 
by  twp.  and  range  no.  Kdw.   428  p.  16  x  12  x  2.   Off.  of  supt.  of  hmys. , 
3rd  fl. 

392.  (ROAD  PLATS) ,  1879—.   1379-1905  in  Miscellaneous  Papers,  entry 
87;  1905 —  in  Supervisors'  Papers,  entry  1. 

Plats  of  various  roads  in  Vermilion  County,  showing  legal  description  of 
rights  of  way,  locations  of  bridges  and  culverts,  and  t^.-pe  of  material 
used  in  s'^irfacing. 


Cons tinict ion  and  afeintenance  Records 

393.  PLAIIS,  1914—.   29  bdl.,  8  f.b. 

Plans  for  proposed  state-aid  highways,  showing  location  and  outline  of 
road,  name  of  engineer,  and  dates  of  plan  and  filing.   Arr.  by  date  of 
plcUi.   ITo  index.   Blueprint.   1  in.  to  ICO  ft.   3dl.  13  x  9  x  2;  f.b. 
14  X  15  X  28.   29  bdl.*  1914-30,  vlt.  of  supt.  of  hv/ys.  ,  3rd  fl.;  8  f.b., 
1951 — ,  work  rm.  of  supt.  of  hwys.,  3rd  fl. 

394.  ROAD  FJiCCRD,  1914~.   84  f.b,  (74  f.b.,  1914—;  10  f.b.,  1915--). 
Title  varies:  Miscellaneous  Papers,  10  f.b.,  1915 — . 

Miscellaneous  papers  relating  to  construction  and  maintenance  of  roads, 
bridges,  streets,  azi-l   sewers,  including  contracts  for  construction  and 
maintenance,  requisitions  for  supplies,  superintendent's  correspondence, 
data  on  construction  and  maintenance,  claims  for  labor  and  materia.l;  also 
contains  intemized  cost  sheets  subsequent  to  1928,  showing  amounts  of  ex- 
penditures, deductions,  and  additions  for  engineering  and  labor,  and 
materials  of  each  project.  Arr.  chron.  No  index.  Hdw.,  typed,  and  hdw. 
and  typed  on  pr.  fm.   11  x  5  x  14  -  14  x  15  x  26.   74  f.b.,  1914—,  off. 
of  supt.  of  hwys.,  3rd  fl.;  10  f.b.,  1915 — ,  work  rm.  of  supt.  of  hwys., 
3rd  fl. 

395.  CCNSTRUCTIOIT  LEDGER,  1917—.   5  v.  (4  not  numbered,  1). 

Ledger  of  highway  construction  expenses  paid,  showing  claim  number,  date, 
anoxint,  and  purpose  of  payment,  and  name  of  pa;^'"ee.  Arr.  by  date  of  pay- 
ment.  i'O  index.   1917-20,  hdw.;  1921 — ,  hdw.  under  pr.  hdgs.   100  p. 
13  X  15  X  1 .   Vlt .  of  supt .  of  hwys . ,  3rd  f 1 . 

396.  HIGHTTAY  COSTS,  1931—.   1  v.  (l) . 

Record  of  contract  costs  for  highway  materials,  showing  advertising,  esti- 
mating, and  treasurer's  fees,  cost  of  material,  type  and  location  of  con- 
struction, and  di-^te.  Arr.  by  date  of  contract.  ITo  index.  Hdw.  under 
pr.  hdgs.   100  p.  12  X  18  X  2.  Work  rm.  of  supt.  of  hvrjs.,    3rd  fl. 
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Allotments  and  Claims;    Surveys 

397.      TIME  BOOK,   1930--.      1  V. 
County  hi^way  employees'   time  ledger  showing  name  of  employee,   number  of 
hours  and  days  of  work,    rate  of  pay,    amount  of  earnings,    and  date  of  oper*- 
ation.      Arr.   by  date  of  ODeratlon.      Kd^.   vmder  pr.    hdgs.     100  p.   I3  x  9  ^c  1, 
Off,   of   sTOt.   of  hwys.,    3rd  fl. 

Allotments  and  Claims 

39s.      ALLOTIIEIIT  LEDGER,    1932—.      U  v. 
Motor  fuel   tgjc  allotment  ledger  chorjing  date  and  pjnoimt  of  receipts  from 
motor  fuel  tax,    amount  of  distribution  to   to^Tnships  and  road  districts, 
receipt  and  claim  numbers,    totals,    and  bedance  on  hand.     Arr.   by  date  of 
receipt.     No  index.      Hd'^.   under  pr.   hdgs.      50  p.    12  x  9  x  1.      1  v. ,   193^- 
33,   vlt.   of  supt.    of  hrrys.,   3rd  fl.;    3  v.,   193^1 — ,   work  rm.    of  supt.    of 
hvr/s.  ,    3rd  fl. 

399.      HIGHWAY  FUITDS  RECEIVED,    1932—.      1  v. 
Record  of  funds  received  fron  motor  fuel   tax  and  state  refunds,    shoving 
amount  of  refund,   name  of  payer,    and  date  of  receipt.      Arr.    by  date  of 
receipt.     No  index.      Hdw.   under  pr.    hdgs.      75  P*   12  x  18  x  1.     Work  rm. 
of  supt.   of  hiTys. ,    3rd  fl. 

UOO.      CLAIM  REGISTER,    1933—.      1   v. 
Register  of  claims  against  highway  funds,    shov7ing  name  of  claimant,   number 
and  amount  of  claim,    services  performed,   materials,    and  date  of  filing. 
Arr.    by  date  of  filing.      No  index.      Hdw.   under  pr.    hdgs.    75  P»    12  x  18  x 
li.      Work  rm.    of  gapt.    of  hvrys.  ,    3rd  fl. 

UOI.      EXPENSE  CLAIMS,    1932-33.      1   v. 
Register  of  expense  clains  referred  to  board  of  sunervisors  for  payment, 
shO'Ting  name  and  address  of  claimant,    date,    amount,   nujnber,    and  purpose 
of  claim,    and  dates  of  payment  §nd  filing.      Arr.    by  date  of  claim.     No 
index.      Typed  under  pr.   hdgs.     100  p.   11-^  x  10  x  l-?;.      Vlt.   of   supt.   of 
hwys. ,    3rd  fl. 

For  original  claims,    sec  entry  39^« 


Surveys 
'  (See  also   entries  U07-U1I) 

U02.      SURVEY  NOTE  BOOK,   1915~.      I7U  v.    (125  not  numbered,    I-U9). 
Missing:   I917-29. 
Construction  notes  covering  surveys  showing  description  of  land,    eleva- 
tions,  location  of  objects,   and  name  of  o\7ner  of  surveyed  land.      Arr.   by 
date  of  entry.     For  index,    see  entry  U03.      Hd\7.      80  p.    7  x  U  x  ^.      125  "^^ 
not  n->jinbered,    I9IS-I6,   off.   of  sTipt.   of  hwys.  ,   3rd  fl.  ;   v.    I-U9,    I93O— , 
work  m.   of  supt,    of  hwj/'s. ,   3rd  fl. 
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403.   INDEX  TO  SURVEYOR'S  NOTES,  1915—.   2  v.  Missing:  1917-29. 
Index  to  Survey  Note  Book,  entry  402,  showing  name  of  township,  legal 
description  of  land,  and  book  and  page  of  entry.   1915-16,  arr.  alph. 
by  name  of  twp.;  1930 — ,  arr.  by  note  book  no.  Hdw.  80  p.  7  x  4  x  |. 
1  v.,  1915-16,  off.  of  supt.  of  hwys.,  3rd  fl.;  1  v.,  1930 — ,  work  rm. 
of  supt.  of  hwys.,  3rd  fl. 


Warrants 

404.   WARRANTS  ISSUED,  1934--.   1  v. 
Register  of  warrants  issued  for  coionty  highway  construction  axid  main- 
tenance, showing  date,  number,  amount,  and  purpose  of  warrant,  and  name 
of  payee.   Arr.  by  date  of  warrant.   No  index.   Hdw.  under  pr.  hdgs. 
75  p.  14^  x  13  X  1.   Off.  of  supt.  of  hwys.,  3rd  fl. 


Reports 
(See  entry  2l) 

405.   COUNTY  TREASURER'S  MONTHLY  REPORT,  1934--.   1  v. 
Treasurer's  monthly  reports  to  superintendent  of  highways  on  motor  fuel 
tax  fund,  showing  amounts  of  deposits  and  warrants  issued  for  cxorrent 
month,  balejice  in  fund,  and  date  of  report.   Arr.  by  date  of  report.   No 
index.   Typed  on  pr.  fm.   50  p.  IC  x  12  x  1.   Off.  of  supt.  of  hwys., 
3rd  fl. 


Correspondence 

406.   CORRESPONDENCE  OF  STATE  PROCUREMENT  OFFICER,  1936—.   2  bdl. 
Correspondence  with  state  procurement  officer  concerning  instructions  for 
bidders  on  contracts,  equipment  regulations,  and  contract  prices  and 
approvals.  Arr.  by  date  of  correspondence.  No  index.   Typed.  15  x  12 
X  1.  Vlt.  of  supt.  of  hwys.,  3rd  fl. 


XVII.   SURVEYOR 

The  office  of  surveyor  was  established  in  the  state  of  Illinois  in 
1821;  the  incumbent  was  an  appointee  of  the  G-eneral  Assembly.!  During 
recess  of  the  legislr-ture,  nominations  were  made  by  the  co\inty  commission- 
ers' court  to  the  Governor. 2  From  1835  to  1936,  the  county  surveyor  was 


1,  L.1821,  p.  62;  R.L.1829,  p.  172;  R.L.1833,  p.  591. 

2.  Ibid. 


-  292  - 
Surveyor  (407-409) 

an  elected  officer  of  the  county  electorate.^  Since  September,  1936  he 
has  been  an  appointee  of  the  county  board. 2  His  appointment  is  for  a 
four-year  term.  He  takes  and  subscribes  to  an  oath  which  is  filed  in 
the  covmty  clerk's  office. 

The  surveyor  is  required  by  lav  to  make  all  surreys  within  the 
bounds  of  his  county  that  he  may  be  called  upon  to  make  by  the  county 
board  or  interested  persons.   Such  surveys  include  surveys  of  lands  of 
persons  requesting  the  sane,  of  additions  or  subdivisions,  and  marking 
of  county  linos.  Few  changes  have  been  made  in  the  original  statutory 
requirements  for  the  duties  of  this  office.   The  surveyor  may  appoint 
one  or  more  deputies.  Any  individual  requesting  a  survey  must  employ 
his  own  chainmen  subject  to  the  approval  of  the  surveyor. 

The  surveyor  is  required  by  law  to  keep  a  well-bound  book  in  which 
to  record  all  surveys  made  by  him,  giving  such  information  as  the  names 
of  the  persons  whose  land  is  surveyed  and  descriptive  data  of  the  survey. 
This  record  is  required  to  be  kept  by  the  surveyor  in  the  recorder'  s  of- 
fice. ^The  surveyor  also  preserves  his  field  notes  and  retains  copies  of 
plats. 3 

For  other  records  of  surveys,  see  entries  402,  403, 


407,  SimVSYOR'S  RECORD,  1823— »  5  v.  (1-5). 

Record  of  surveys  by  county  siorveyor,  showing  leggd  description  and  plat 
of  property,  names  &f  owner  and  surveyor,  dates  of  survey  and  recording, 
and  affidavit  of  surveyor,  Arr.  by  date  of  recording.  1823-55,  indexed 
by  twp.  no.;  1856-1910,  no  index;  for  index,  19J.1 — ,  see  entry  408.  Hdw. 
and  hand-drawn,  500  p.  18  x  12  x  2|.  Vlt.  of  supt.  of  hwys.,  3rd  fl. 

408,  (INDEX  TO  SURVEYOR'S  RECORD),  1911--.   1  f.b. 

Card  index  to  Surveyor'  s  Record,  entry  407,  showing  name  of  lando\imer, 
and  book  and  page  of  entry.  Arr,  alph.  by  name  of  landowner.   Hdw, 
under  pr.  hdgs,  5  x  4  x  12,   Off.  of  supt,  of  hv/ys,,  3rd  fl, 

409,  BLUEPRINTS  (of  Surveys),  1908—.  65  bdl. 

Plats  of  surveys  of  public  and  private  property,  shov/ing  location  of 
property,  names  of  owner  and  surveyor,  and  date  of  siirvey.  Arr.  by 
date  of  survey.  No  index.  Blueprint.   20  x  30  x  1.  Vlt.  of  supt. 
of  hwys.,  3rd  fl. 


1.  L.1835.  p.  166;  L,1837.  p,  558;  R,S,1845,  p.  523;  R.S.1874,  p.  456, 
1050;  L.1903.  p.  349. 

2.  L.1933,  p.  1104.  Effective  in  1935, 

3.  L.1821,  p.  63,64;  R.L,1829,  p.  173;  R.L,1833,  p,  591-93.  599,600; 
L.1845,  p.  201;  R.S.1845,  p.  524;  R.S.1874,  p.  1050;  L.1885.  p.  248; 
L.1915,  p.  575;  L.1933.  p.  1104. 


-  293  - 
Drainage  Commissioners  (410,411) 


410.  COUNTY  SURVEYOR'S  INDEX  TO  CEMETERY  PLATS  (Record),  1909—.   1  v. 
List  of  cemetery  lots,  showing  legal  description  of  lot,  name  of  surveyor, 
and  deed  record  and  page  numter.  Arr,  by  sec.  and  lot  nos.  Hdw.  and 
typed.  4  p.  11  x  9  x  -g.  Off.  of  supt.  of  hwys.,  3rd  fl. 

411.  PLAT  BOOK  OF  ADDITIONS  TO  DANVILLE  AND  IWiEDIATE  VICINITY,  1915- 
18.   1  V. 

Plat  record  of  additions  to  Danville,  showing  name,  legal  description, 
plat  of  addition,  surveyor's  record  and  page  number,  and  date  of  survey. 
Arr.  alph.  by  name  of  addition.  No  index.  Hdw.  ?Jid  typed.  100  p.  ; 
10  X  12  X  1.  Vlt.  of  supt.  of  hwys.,  3rd  fl. 


XVIII.   DRAINA&E  COMI  SSI  ONERS 

For  the  purpose  of  aiding  in  public  welfare  ?Jid  health,  the  constitu- 
tion has  delegated  to  the  G-eneral  Assembly  broad  power  to  provide  laws  in 
regard  to  drainage. 1  By  statutory  provision  these  activities  are  exercised 
by  drainage  commissioners  in  districts  of  Vermilion  County.   The  corporate 
authorities  of  the  drainage  districts  he.ve  power  to  acqviire  rights  of  way, 
issue  bonds,  construct  and  maintain  drains,  ditches,  ?Jid  levees  for  agri- 
cultural, sr.nitary  or  mining  purposes,  and  assess  the  benefited  property. 2 

Drainage  districts  may  be  organized  by  land  owners  upon  petition  to 
the  county  court.  When  the  court  finds  in  favor  of  the  petitioners,  it 
then  enters  an  order  to  that  effect  and  appoints  three  commissioners  to 
exajnine  and  survey  the  proposed  lands.   The  commissioners,  when  they  have 
completed  their  assignment,  make  a  final  report  to  the  court  with  recom- 
mendations and  the  copies  of  surveys,  maps,  plats,  and  estimates. ^^  The 
districts  are  of  three  kinds:  regular,  which  is  composed  of  property  ly- 
ing in  a  single  town;  union,  where  the  lands  organized  lie  in  two  towns; 
special,  with  three  or  more  towns  involved. 4  Three  kinds  of  districts, 
regular,  union,  and  special,  are  maintained  in  Vermilion  Coionty. 


1.  Constitution  of  1870,  Art.  IV,  sec.  31. 

2.  First  amendment  to  the  constitution,  ratified  November  29,  1878,  in- 
corporated in  the  Constitution  of  1870,  Art.  IV,  sec.  31;  L.1879,  p. 
124-39. 

3.  L. 1871-72,  p.  356-58;  R.S.1874,  p.  429;  L.1875,  p.  76,77;  L.1879,  p. 
120,124,155;  L.1885,  p.  78,93,95,110-15;  L.1907,  p.  275;  L.1913,  p. 
261. 

4.  L.1879,  p.  155;  L.1885,  p.  93,94,113.  River  districts,  thoxjgh  not  in 
this  category,  may  be  organized  similarly  and  with  like  powers  (L.1885, 
p.  105). 
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After  the  report  on  a  proposed  district  has  been  made,  the  court 
completes  the  organization  of  the  district.-^  The  corporate  powers  of 
regular  and  union  districts  are  vested  in  three  commissioners  appointed 
by  town  clerta.  The  corporate  authority  in  special  drainage  districts 
is  vested  in  three  elected  commissioners  of  the  district.^  In  regular 
districts  the  commissioners  appoint  one  of  their  number  to  act  as  secre- 
tary.  The  town  clerk  in  union  districts  acts  as  the  clerk  of  tho  dis- 
trict.3  The  county  clerk  and  county  treasurer,  in  cases  of  special 
drainage  districts  are,  respectively,  ex-officio  clerk^  and  treasurer^ 
of  each  district, 

Tho  following  records  belong  to  tho  drainage  commissioners: 

1.  Records  of  bonds  issued. 

2.  Assessment  books. 

3.  Petitions  of  ovmers  of  iDJid  to   stay  assessments,    orders 
of  commissioners   thereupon,    and  other  proceedings. 

4.  State  auditor's  certificates  of  interest  due  on  bonds. 

5.  Tax  lists  showing  pro-rata  share  of  levy  for  bond  inter- 
est (union  pjid  special  districts  only). 

6.  Copies  of  reports   to  county  court  on  condition  of  dis- 
trict and  estimated  expenditures;    and  to  county   treasurer 
on  delinquent  lands;   maps  nnd  plats,    surveys   ?Jid  estimates; 
office  transactions,^ 

The  first  two  records  are  required  to  be  kept  in  separate  books,    the  next 
three  generally  rxe  known  as   the   "Drainage  Record,"  pni  the  remaining  rec- 
ords  are  kept  desijltorily, 

For  records  of  drainage  fund  accounts,  see  entries  345,  346. 

412.      IffiAIl'TAGS  PAPSRS,    1903--.      26   f.b. 
Piles  of  drainage  papers,    including  plats   of  districts,   petitions,    affi- 
davits,   claims,    reports  of  commissioners,    and  orders  and  decrees  of   the 
county  court.     No  obvious  arr.      No   index.      Hdw.   and  typed.     lOg  x  4|  x  14, 
Co.    clk.'s  vlt.,    3rd  fl. 

For  right-of-way  releases  and  settlements,    see  entry .291 [iv]. 


1.  See  footnote  3,   p.    293. 

2.  L.1879,   p.   156;    L.1885,   p,   93,95,113. 

3.  L.1915,   p.   390.      The   town  clerk  shall  be   clerk  of  the  union  drainage 
district,   when  the  major  portion  lies   in  his   town. 

4.  L.1835.   p.   95;    L.1915,   p.    390;    L.1919,   p.    468. 

5.  L.1S35,    p.    78,104, 

^*  IliMZi'    P'   120-34;    L.1885,   p.    78-104. 
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413.  DRAINAGE  RECORD,  1904—.  3  v.  (1-3).  Last  entry  1930. 

Record  of  proceedings  of  drainage  coiranissioners,  showing  names  of  commiB- 
sioners,  drainage  districts,  and  landowners,  approvals  of  accounts,  peti- 
tions for  purchase  of  equipment,  estimated  cost  of  improvements,  amount 
of  special  assessments,  date  of  filing  objections,  and  orders  of  court. 
Arr.  by  date  of  proceedings.   Indexed  alph.  by  name  of  district.   1904-28, 
hdw.j  1929—,  typed.  350  p.  18  x  13  x  Z^,     Co,  clk.'s  vlt.,  3rd  fl. 

414.  DRAINAGE  RELE/xSE  OF  RIGHT  OF  WAY,  1880—.   1  v.   Last  entry  1884. 
Recordation  of  deeds  for  land  conveyances  to  drainage  districts  and  pro- 
visions for  reversion,  showing  name  of  cwner,  legal  description  of  property, 
consideration,  terms  of  reversion,  date  and  number  of  instrument,  and  ac- 
knowledgment. Arr.  by  date  of  instrument.   Indexed  alph,  by  name  of  owner. 
Hdw.  en  p",  fm.   Binding  poor.  500  p.  18  x  12  x  3,   Rec.'s  vlt.,  2nd  fl. 


XIX.   DEPARTMENT  OF  PUBLIC  WELFARE 


Matters  relating  to  public  assistance  and  welfare  in  the  county 
are  handled  by  the  department  of  public  welfare,  which  was  established 
in  1937  as  successor  to  the  county  commission  of  public  welfare.-"-  This 
department  consists  of  the  superintendent  of  public  welfare  and  a  staff 
selected  by  him  in  accordance  with,  and  subject  to,  the  approval  of  the 
State  Department  of  Public  Welfare. 

The  county  board  submits  to  the  state  department  a  list  of  five  resi- 
dents as  candidates  for  the  office  of  superintendent.  An  eligible  list  of 
these  candidates  is  prepared  by  the  state  department  by  competitive  examin- 
ation and  certified  to  the  county  board.   The  board  in  turn  makes  an  order 
appointing  one  of  the  eligibles  as  superintendent  of  public  welfare. ^ 

The  superintendent  is  charged  with  all  the  executive  and  administra- 
tive duties  and  responsibilities  of  the  department  of  public  welfare.  He 
is  subject  to  the  rules  and  regulations  of,  and  removal  by,  the  state  agency. "^ 

This  officer  has  power  and  it  is  his  duty  to: 

1,  Have  charge  and  develop  plans  for  the  administration  of  old 
age  assistance. 

2.  Investigate  and  study  problems  of  assistance,  correction, 
and  general  welfare  within  his  county. 


1.  L, 1935-36,  First  Sp,  Sess.,  p.  70-73;  L.1937,  p,  451. 

2.  L.1937,  p.  451,452. 

3.  Ibid.,  p.  452, 
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3.  Cooperate  with  the  State  Department  of  Public  Welfare  in  the 
operation  of  welfare  plans  and  policies  in  his  county. 

4.  Maintain  such  records  and  file  such  reports  with  the  State 
Department  of  Public  Welfare  as  that  department  may  require. 

5.  Serve  as  agent  md  executive  officer  of  the  State  Department 
of  Public  Welf?,re  in  the  axiministration  of  all  forms  of 
public  assistance  administered  by  that  department. ^ 

All  the  records  of  the  coiinty  department  arc  subject  to  the  inspec- 
tion and  supervision  of  the  agents  of  this  central  authority. 

The  department  of  public  welfare  administers  old  age  assistance  and 
is  subject  to  the  rules  and  regulations  of  the  state  department. 2  Upon 
receipt  of  an  application  the  department  makes  an  investigction  of  the 
case.   In  the  course  of  the  investigation  the  department  is  allowed  to 
hold  hearings  aad.   compel  the  attendcjico  of  witnesses  and  the  production  of 
papers  and  books. "^ 

Old  age  assistance  records  and  accounts  arc  kept  as  prescribed  by  the 
state  department.  All  applications  and  records  in  these  matters  are  con- 
sidered public  records. 4 

415.  CASE  FILES,  1936~.   12  f.b. 

File  records  of  pending,  active,  closed,  and  deceased  old  age  assistance 
cases,  showing  date  of  opplication,  case  number,  nojne,  address,  o^e, 
sex,  nativity,  aaid  marital  status  of  applicimt,  list  of  property,  amounts 
of  insurance,  income,  and  applicant's  living  expense  for  last  twelve  months, 
investigator's  report,  correspondence,  anouiit  of  '^.llowance  and  payment, 
date  and  reason  for  closing  case,  and  date  of  death.  Arr.  by  appli- 
cation no.  For  index,  see  entry  416.  Hdw.,  hdw.  on  pr.  fm. ,  typed,  and 
typed  on  pr.  fm.  14  x  20  x  36.  Co.  judge's  off.,  3rd  fl. 

416.  liASTER  CARD  FILE  (index),  1936 — .  5  f.b. 

Card  file  index  to  Case  Files,  entry  415,  showing  name  and  address  of 
applicant,  number  of  application,  date  of  approved  or  denial,  and  name  of 
investigator.  Arr.  alph.  by  name  of  applicant.  Hdw.  on  pr.  fm.   6  x  4  x  10. 
Co.  judge's  off,,  3rd  fl. 


1.  L. 1935-36,  First  Sp.  Sess.,  p.  72;  L.1937,  p.  452. 

2.  L.1935,  p.  259,260;  L. 1935-36,  First  Sp.  Sess.,  p.  54,55;  L.1937,  p.  265. 

3.  L. 1935-36,  First  Sp.  Sess.,  p.  57-59;  L.1937,  p.  267,268. 

4.  L.1937,  p.  268,269. 
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417.  (APPLICATION  OLD  AGE  ASSISTAITCS) ,  1935—.   1  f.b. 
Applications  for  old  age  assistance,  showing  name,  age,  address,  sex, 
date,  place  of  tirth,  and  nationality  of  applicant,  niimtier  of  years  of 
residence  in  county,  state,  and  the  United  States,  marital  status,  list 
and  value  of  property,  a.cknowledgment,  and  date  of  filing.  Arr.  ty  case 
no.  For  index,  see  entry  418.  Hdw.  and  typed  on  pr.  fm.   18  x  12  x  26. 
Co.  judge's  off. ,  3rd  fl. 

418.  (IKIEX  TO  APPLICATIONS  OLD  AGE  ASSISTA1\'CE) ,  1936—.   1  f  .Id. 
Card  index  to  (Applications  Old  Age  Assistance),  entry  417,  showing  name 
and  address  of  applicant,  case  number,  and  date  of  application.  Arr.  alph. 
by  name  of  applicant.  Typed  on  pr.  fm.   18  x  12  x  26.   Co.  judge's  off., 
3rd  fl. 

419.  STATISTICAL  FILES,  1936—.   4f.b. 

File  of  statistical  data  on  active  and  closed  cases,  showing  date  and 
nujnber  of  application,  name,  address,  age,  and  sex  of  applicant,  investi- 
gator's report,  date  of  approval  or  denial,  amounts  of  allowance  and  pay- 
ment, and  date  of  closing.   Arr.  by  a-iplication  no.   Ho  index.   Hdw.  on 
pr.  fm.   8  X  6  X  11.   Co.  judge's  off.,  3rd  fl. 

420.  REGISTER  OF  APPLICANTS,  1936—.   1  v. 

Register  of  applications  for  old  age  assistance,  showing  name  and  address 

of  applicant,  and  date  and  number  of  application,  and  vrhether  reapplication 

made.   Arr.  by  date  of  application,  i'o  index.   Hdw.  under  pr.  hdgs.   10  x 
16  X  2.   Co.  judge's  off.,  3rd  fl. 


XX.   COUNTY  HOI.tS 

One  phase  of  public  assistance  is  administered  by  the  county  homo. 
All  county  poorhouses,  poor  farms,  and  institutions  for  the  support  and 
care  of  indigents  in  Illinois  are  known  as  county  homes. -^  County  poor- 
houses  and  farms  have  existed  in  this-  state  under  statutory  provisions 
for  nearly  a  century.  The  legislation  creating  these  county  establishments 
for  the  indigent  has  changed  little  since  the  original  enactments.   The 
county  boards  of  the  various  counties  may  establish  a  coiinty  home,  and  are 
gr£inted  the  follov/ing  powers: 

1.   To  acquire  by  purchase,  grant,  gift,  or  devise,  a  suitable 
tract  or  tracts  upon  which  to  erect  and  maintain  a  county 
poorhouse  and  other  necessary  buildings,  and  for  the  es- 
tablishment and  maintenance  of  a  farm  for  the  employment 
of  the  poor. 


L.1919,  p.  699;  L.1935,  p.  1058. 
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2.  To  receive  gifts  and  bequests  to  aid  in  the  erection  and 
maintenance  of  the  poorhouse,  or  in  the  care  of  the  indi- 
gents, 

3.  To  make  rulos  and  regulations  for  the  same. 

4,  To  appoint  a  keeper  of  the  poorhouso  and  all  nocossajry 
agonts  end  servojits  for  the  management  and  control  of  the 
poorhouso  and  farm,  and  to  prcscribo  their  compensation  and 
duties. 

5,  To  appoint  a  county  physician  and  proscribe  his  compensation 
fmd  duties, 

6.  To  appoint  on  r^cnt  to  have  the  general  supervision  and 
chrxgo  of  rll  natters  in  relation  to  the  care  and  support 
of  the  poor,  and  to  prescribe  his  compensation  .?nd  duties, 

7,  To  m?kc  the  necessary  appropriations  for  the  erection  and 
maintenance  of  the  county  home.l 

Records  of  the  county  hone  are  prepared  and  kept  by  the  keeper  (super- 
intendent) of  the  hone,  Ke  is  required  to  keep  an  acco-jnt  showing  the  name 
of  each  person  admitted  to  the  county  poorhouse,  the  time  of  his  ad- 
mission and  discharge,  the  place  of  his  birth,  and  the  cause  of  his  do- 
pendency.  He  is  also  required,  at  the  sane  time  each  year,  to  file  with 
the  county  clerk  of  his  county  a  copy  of  this  record  together  with  a  state- 
ment showing  the  averr^e  number  of  pef*sons  kept  in  the  poorhouse  each 
month  during  the  year, 2 


Inmates  and  Patients 

421,   CARD  RECORD  OE  PATIENTS,  1915--.   2  v, ,  1  f.b.   Title  varies: 
Record  of  Inmates,  2  v.,  1915-35. 
Record  of  county  home  patients,  showing  name,  age,  sex,  nativity,  and 
occupation  of  inmates,  date  and  place  of  birth,  name  of  correspondent, 
valuation  of  property  ovmed,  cause  of  pauperism,  record  of  military 
services,  and  dates  of  admission  and  discharge;  in  cases  of  death,  date 
and  place  of  b'orial.  1915-3-^,  arr,  by  daoc  of  admission;  1936 — ,  arr, 
alph.  by  name  of  patient.  1916-35.,  indexed  alph.  by  name  of  patient; 
1935 — ,  no  index.  Kdv;.  on  pr.  fm.  V,  600  p.  18  x  13  x  3;  f,b. 
6  X  12  X  24,  Off.  of  supt.  of  co.  home,  1st  fl. 


Receipts  and  Expenditures 

422.   CASH  BOOK,  1935—.  1  v. 
Cash  book  of  receipts  and  expenditures  of  county  home,  showing  date, 
amount,  and  purpose  of  receipts  and  expenditures,  names  of  payer  and 
payee,  and  totals.  Arr.  chron.  No  index.  Hdw.  under  pr.  hdgs,  100  p. 
8  X  12  X  1,  Off,  of  supt.  of  CO.  home,  1st  fl. 


1.  1.1839,  p.  139;  R.S.1845,  p.  404,405;  L.1361,  p.  180;  R.S.1874,  p.  757; 
L.1917,  r).  538;  L,1919.  v.   598;  L.1935,  p.  1057,1058. 

2.  R,S.1874,  r>.  758. 
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423.  RECORDS  OF  PURCHASE  ORDERS,  1938—.   1  v. 
Duplicates  of  purchp.se  orders  issvied,  showing  dr.te  rjid  rjno\int  of  order, 
r.rticles  of  purchase,  r>.nd.   nrjnos  of  p?,yee  r.nd  p.ccotint  charged  with  order. 
Arr.  hy  df.te  of  order.  No  index.  Hdw.  on  pr.  fm.  100  p.  12  x  15  x  1. 


Off.  of  siipt,  of  CO.  hone,  1st  fl. 


XXI.   TUBERCULOSIS  SANITARIUM  BOARD 

In  1909  the  powers  of  the  coTonty  were  extended  to  permit  the  estp.h- 
lishment  of  a  sanitarium  for  the  care  and  treatment  of  covinty  residents 
suffering  from  tuberculosis. 1  This  provision  was  greatly  amplified  in  an 
act  of  1915  which  described  in  detail  the  conditions  necessary  to  the  es- 
tablishment of  such  en  institution  and  the  manner  in  which  it  was  to  be 
supported,  managed,  and  controlled. 2 

The  act  provided  that  whenever  one  hundred  legal  voters  in  a  coiinty 
should  petition  the  county  board  to  levy  a  tax  for  the  establishment  and 
maintenance  of  a.  tuberculosis  sanitari\im,  the  boa,rd  was  required  to  submit 
the  question  to  the  voters  of  the  county  at  the  next  regular  general  elec- 
tion. A  favorable  majority  of  al*  votes  cast  upon  the  proposition  was 
necessary  for  adoption. 3  In  the  original  legislation  of  1915,  the  amount 
of  the  tax  levy  was  limited  to  not  more  than  three  mills  on  the  dollar 
annually  on  all  tcjcable  property  in  the  county. 4  This  limit  was  lowered 
in  1923  to  two  mills, 5  and  further  reduced  in  1929  to  one  and  one-half 
mills, 6  the  present  statutory  requirement.  The  money  thus  received  was 
to  be  set  apart  in  a  special  Tuberculosis  Sanitarium  F-und.''' 

The  management  of  the  sanitariijn  was  vested  in  a  board  of  three 
directors  appointed  by  the  president  or  chairman  of  the  county  board  with 
the  approval  of  thp.t  body.  The  directors  were  to  serve  for  three  years. 8 
Vacancies  on  the  bopjd  were  to  be  filled  in  the  manner  in  which  original 
appointments  ^ve^e  made.   Immediately  ri'ter  their  appointment,  the  direct- 
ors were  rcauired  to  meet  and  elect  from  their  number  a  president,  sec- 


1.  L.1909,    p.    152. 

2.  L.1915,    p.    346-49. 


3.  Ibid.,   p.   346,347. 

4.  Ibid.,   p.    346. 

5.  L.1923,   p.    302. 

6.  L.1929,   p.    304. 

7.  L.1915,    p.   346;    L.1925,    p.    302;    L.1929,    p.    304,305. 

8.  The  first   three  directors,    however,    were  required  to  serve  for  irreg- 
ular terms   of  one,    two,    rjid.  three  years  in  order  to  permit   the  appoint- 
ment of  one  new  director  anniiF.lly.      Choice  of   terms  was  decided  by  lot 
(L.1915.    p.    347). 
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retary,  and  such  other  officers  as  they  might  deem  necessary,!  The 
Vermilion  County  electorate  voted  on  June  9,  1919  for  the  levying  of  a 
tax  to  establish  such  an  institution,  and  on  the  same  day  the  first  board 
of  directors  was  appointed. 2 

Today  the  powers  and  duties  of  the  board  of  directors  are  essentially 
the  same  as  in  1915,  The  directors  have  been  given  broad  powers  in  the 
control  and  management  of  any  sanitarium,  all  dispensaries,  or  auxiliary 
institutions  and  activities  established  or  carried  on  under  the  provisions 
of  the  act  of  1915  and  subsequent  legislation, 3  They  are  granted  exclusive 
control  of  the  expenditure  of  all  moneys  collected  to  the  credit  of  the 
fund  and  may  receive,  in  the  name  of  the  county,  contributions  or  dona~ 
tions  to  the  sanitarium  of  money  or  property.  Persons  desiring  to  make  a 
donation,  bequest,  or  devise  of  anj/-  money,  personal  property,  or  real 
estate  may  vest  the  title  to  such  property  in  the  board  of  directors  who, 
upon  acceptance,  hold  and  control  it  and  act  as  special  trastees.  Other- 
wise, all  moneys  received  for  the  use  of  the  sanitarium  are  deposited  in 
the  coxinty  treasury  within  a  month  after  their  receipt,  to  be -drawn  only 
by  the  proper  officers  upon  presentation  of  properly  authenticated  vouch- 
ers of  the  board  of  directors.  When  such  a  deposit  is  made  the  beard  is 
required  to  secure  a  receipt  from  the  treasurer,'^ 

Since  1923,  to  insure  greater  working  efficiency,  counties  maintain- 
ing tuberculosis  sanitariums  have  been  permitted  to  convey  property  to 
any  adjacent  county  or  counties  upon  such  terms  and  conditions  as  the 
respective  co\inty  boards  agree  on  by  a  majority  vote  of  all  members  of 
each  board.  In  the  same  year  it  was  also  provided  that  counties  without 
public  tuberculosis  facilities  might  use  funds  secured  for  that  purpose 
to  give  patients  sanitarium  care  in  private  or  public  sanitariums  of  the 
state. 5  Vermilion  County  maintains  a  tuberculosis  dispensary,  but  patients 
requirtng  hospitalization  are  sent  to  the  Plamer  Sanitarium  at  Ottawa  in 
LaSalle  Coxinty  or  to  the  St.  John's  Sanitariiim  at  Riverton  in  Sangamon 
County, 

The  directors  are  required  to  report  monthly  to  the  county  board  on 
conditions  in  the  sanitarium.  They  also  return  to  that  body  a  monthly 
list  of  the  names  of  all  persons  mak.Lng  contributious  and  donations,  the 
amount  and  nature  of  the  property  so  received,  and  the  date  of  its  receipt, 
Cn  or  before  the  second  Monday  in  Juno  in  each  year,  the  directors  make 
an  annual  report  to  the  county  board,  stating  the  condition  of  their  trust 
on  the  first  day  of  J-une,  the  various  sums  of  money  received  from  all 


1,  L,1915,  p,  347, 

2,  Supervisors'  Record  v,  S,  p.  504, 

3,  L,1915.  p,  346-49;  L,1923,  p.  302,303;  L,1929.  p.  304,305. 
Cf,  R,S.1937.  p,  955-59, 

4,  L.1915.  p,  347-49. 

5,  L,1923.  p,  303. 
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sources  and  how  and  for  v/hat  purpose  expended,  the  n\jmber  of  patients,  and 
other  pertinent  statistics,  information,  and  suggestions. ■'• 


Charts  and  Reports 


424.  CHARTS  OF  PATIENTS,  1920--,  3  crates,  4  f.b. 

Case  histories  and  health  charts  of  patients,  showing  name,  address,  age, 
race,  sex,  education,  social  status,  and  occupation  of  patient,  number 
of  years  of  residence  in  Vermilion  County,  names  of  parents  and  relatives, 
progress  chart,  and  report  on  diagnosis  of  case.  Arr.  alph,  by  name  of 
patient.  No  index.  Hdv:,  on  pr.  fm.  and  typed.   12  x  12  x  30,  3  crates, 
1920-33,  meeting  rm.,  bsnt.;  4  f.b,,  1934—,  off.,  1st  fl..  Tuberculosis 
Dispensary. 

425,  REPORTS,  1934—.   1  f.b. 

Copies  of  miscellaneous  reports  by  sanitarium  board,  including  annual 
reports  to  board  of  supervisors  of  general  activities;  reports  to  board 
on  warrants  drawn  on  building  and  equipment  fYmds;  monthly  reports  to 
state  tuberculosis  board;  quarterly  reports  to  tovmship  supervisors; 
and,  subsequent  to  1938,  monthly  reports  to  Internal  Revenue  Service 
on  tax-free  alcohol.  No  obvious  arr.  No  index.   Typed,  and  typed  on 
pr.  fm.   12  X  12  X  30.   Off.,  1st  fl..  Tuberculosis  Dispensary'. 


Tests 

426.  FiANTOUX   TEST,    1934  —  .      3   f.b. 

Card  record   of  Lfentoux  tests,    showing  name,   address,   and  age   of  patient, 
date   of  test  taken,    reaction,   and  v;hether  positive   or  negative.     Arr. 
alph.  by  name   of  patient.     No   index.      Typed.      3  x   12  x  30.      Off.,    1st 
fl..    Tuberculosis   Dispensary. 

427.  X-RAY  PICTURES,    1934  —  .      6   f.b. 

Files   of  X-ray  negatives    of  patients,    showing  names    of  patient  and 
doctor  by  whom  referred,    and  date   of  X-ray,     Arr.   alph.   by  name   of 
patient.     No   index.     Hdw,      20  x  16  x  30.      Off.,    1st  fl..    Tuberculosis 
Dispensary. 

428.  X-RAY  CLASSIFICATIONS,    1934—.      1  f.b. 

Card  record  of  X-ray  classifications,  showing  name,  age,  and  address  of 
patient,  date  and  ni*mber  of  classification.  Arr.  by  classification  no. 
No   index.      Typed.      3  x  12  x  30.      Off.,    1st  fl..    Tuberculosis   Dispensary. 


1.      L.1915,    p.  348,349. 
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429.  CASH  BOOK,  1935—.   1  v. 

Register  of  daily  receipts  and  disbursenents,  showing  check  nuraher,  dates 
aind  amounts  of  receipts  and  expenditures,  names  of  payer  and  payee,  and 
name  of  account,  Arr,  by  date  of  receipt  or  expenditure.  No  index,  Hdw, 
under  pr,  hdgs.  50  p.  12  x  20  x  1,  Off.,  1st  fl.,  Tuberculosis  Dispensary, 

430.  GEI^ISAX  LEDGER,    1935—.      1  v. 

Ledger  of  county  sanitarium  board  accounts,  showing  name  of  account, 
dates  and  amounts  of  debits  sind  credits,  purpose,  totals,  and  balance  on 
hand,  Arr,  alph,  by  title  of  account.  No  index,  Kdw,  under  pr,  hdgs, 
50  p,  12  X  14  X  1,  Off.,  1st  fl,,  Tuberculosis  Dispensary, 


XXII.  EARM  BURSAU 


Vermilion  County  farm  bureau  was  organized  in  1908  to  promote  and 
foster  the  social  and  economic  interest  of  persons  engaged  in  agriculture, 
and  to  encourage,  promote,  sind  foster  cooperative  organizations  for  the 
mutual  benefit  of  its  members.  The  membership  of  this  bureau  is  made  up  of 
farmers  of  the  county.  A  farm  advisor  is  employed  who  cooperates  with 
the  University  of  Illinois  College  of  Agriculture  in  its  program  of  ex- 
tension education  and  farm  studies,  and  to  work  rrith  farm  leaders  in 
establishing  such  organizations  as  4-^  clubs  and  Dairy  Herd  Improvement 
Associations, 

In  1914  Congress  inaugurated  a  program  of  agricultural  extension  ed- 
ucation by  providing  for  cooperation  between  the  agricultural  colleges  in 
the  several  states  and  the  United  States  Department  cf  Agriculture,^  The 
purpose  of  the  act  was  to  aid  in  diffusing  useful  and  practical  information 
on  subjects  relating  to  agriculture  and  home  economics,  and  to  encourage  the 
application  of  the  same.  An  appropriation  was  made  to  each  state  to  carry 
out  the  act,  subject  to  the  assent  by  the  state  legislature  to  the  provisions 
of  the  act,  and  provided  that  the  state  appropriate  a  sum  equal  to  that 
given  by  the  Federal  Government, ^  The  General  Assembly  assented  to  this 
act  by  a  Joint  resolution  which,  authorized  and  empowered  the  trustees  of 
the  University  of  Illinois  to  receive  the  grants  of  money  appropriated  under 
the  act,  and  to  organize  and  conduct  agricultural  extension  work  in  connec- 
tion with  the  College  of  Agriculture  of  the  University, 3 


1,  38  U.S.S,L,  372, 

2,  Ibid,,  373, 

3,  L,1915,  Joint  Resolutions,  p.  732. 
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The  General  Assembly  aptiro-nrlated  money  in  1917  for  the  payment  of 
co-onty  agriculturgl  advisors.^  The  money  was  to  be  an-oropriated  to  the 
Department  of  Agriculture  to  be  distributed  equally  among  the  several 
county  agricultural  advisors  of  the  stnte,  to  ap-nly  upon  their  salaries. 
The  vouchers  aT5proved  by  the  Department  of  Agriculture  for  -nayment  were  to  be 
accompanied  by  the  certificate  of  the  agricultural  college  of  the  University 
of  Illinois  that  the  requirements  of  the  act  relative  to  the  em-nloyment  of 
county  advisors  had  been  substantially  applied.   In  1928,  to  further  develop 
the  cooperative  extension  system  in  agriculture  and  home  economics,  Congress 
appropriated  additional  sums  of  money,  eighty  percent  of  ^hich  was  to  be 
utilized  for  the  payment  of  salaries  of  extension  agents  in  counties  of  the 
several  states. ^ 

U3I,   MBIBERSHIP  FILE,  I938— .   1  f.b. 
Card  record  of  members  in  good  standing  for  the  year  of  193^.  showing 
nane  and  address  of  member,  contract  number,  njid  date  of  payment  of  dues. 
A  nev7  card  record  is  made  each  year,  the  record  for  the  previous  year 
being  destroyed.   Arr.  alph.  by  name  of  member.   No  index.   Typed. 
5  X  6  X  30.   Farm  Bureau  off.,  Chamber  of  Commerce  Bldg.  ,  2nd  fl. 

U32.   COBEESPONDENCE  FILE,  1920--.   3  f.b. 
General  correspondence  to  and  from  the  farm  advisor,  and  farm  bureau. 
Arr.  alph.  by  name  of  correspondent.   No  index.   Hdw.  sind  typed. 
lU  X  15  X  30*.   Farm  Bureau  off.,  Chamber  of  Commerce  Bldg.,  2nd  fl. 

U33.   LEDGER,  1920--.   1  V. 
Ledger  account  of  farm  bureau,  showing  name  of  account,  amount  of  debits 
and  credits,  b.alance  on  hand,  and  dates  of  entries.   Arr.  alph.  by  name 
of  account.   No  index.   Hdr.   UOO  p.  8  x  12  x  2.   Farm  Bureau  off.. 
Chamber  of  Comnerce  Bldg, ,  2nd  fl. 

U3U.   CASH  BOOK,  1920--.   3  V. 
Register  of  receipts  and  disbursements,  showing  name  of  payer  and  payee, 
and  date,  amount,  and  purpose  of  receipt  or  disbursement.  Arr.  by  date 
of  entry.   No  index.   Hdw.  under  pr.  hdgs.   6OO  p.  12  x  I5  x  3.   Farm 
Bureau  off. ,  Chamber  of  Commerce  Bldg. ,  2nd  fl. 


1.  L.I917.  p.  25. 

2.  1+5  U.S.S.L.  711. 


(Next  entry  435,  p.  305) 


XXIII.   H0M3  FJRZAU 


Vernilion  County  liDrne  Bureau  v;as  organized  in  1919  to  carry  on 
adult  education  on  all  home  economics  subjects.   T!ie  home  econonics 
club  may  participate  in  the  appropriation  for  the  fund  knovm  as  the 
"Agricultural  Premiun  Fund,"  providin,^  that  such  club  conducts  at 
least  one  show  or  exhibition  of  home  Gconomics  project  v/ork  and  prompt- 
ly pays  in  cash  the  premiums  awarded.  A  homo  advisor  is  employed  who 
cooperates  v.'ith  the  University  of  Illinois  College  of  Agriculture,  the 
State  Department  of  Apiculture,  and  the  U.S.  Department  of  Agriculture 
in  their  program  of  extension  education  and  home  economics  studies, ■'• 

In  1914  Congress  inaugurated  a  prograxa  of  agric^iltural  extension 
education  by  providing  for  cooperation  between  the  agricultural  colleges 
in  the  several  states  pr^d  the  United  States  Depaxfenent  of  Agriculture, ^ 
The  purpose  of  the  act  was  to  aid  in  diffusing  useful  and  practical  in- 
formation on  subjects  relating  to  agriculture  and  home  economics,  and 
to  encourage  the  application  of  the  same.  An  appropriation  w;^s  made  to 
each  state  to  carry  out  the  act,  subject  to  the  assent  by  the  state 
legislature  to  the  provisions  of  the  act,  and  provided  that  the  state 
appropriate  a  sum  equal  to  that  given  by  the  Federal  Government. 3  The 
Gener-J.  Assembly  assented  to  this  act  by  p  joint  resolution  which  author- 
ized and  empowered  the  trustees  of  the  University  of  Illinois  to  receive 
the  grants  of  money  appropriated  under  the  act,  and  to  organize  and  con- 
duct agricultural  extension  v/ork  in  connection  with  the  College  of  Agri- 
culture of  the  University.^ 

The  General  Assembly  appropriated  money  in  1917  for  the  payment  of 
county  agricxiltural  advisors. 5  The  money  v/as  to  be  appropriated  to  the 
Department  of  Agriculture  to  be  distributed  equally  a-'nong  the  several 
coxmty  agricultural  advisors  of  the  state,  to  apply  upon  their  salaries. 
The  vouchers  approved  by  the  Department  of  Agriculture  for  payment  were 
to  be  accompanied  by  the  certificate  of  the  agricultural  college  of  the 
University  of  Illinois  that  the  requirements  of  the  act  relative  to  the 
employment  of  county  advisors  had  been  substantially  applied.  In  1928, 
to  further  develop  the  cooperative  extension  system  in  f.gricultijre  r?nd 
home  economics.  Congress  appropriated  additional  suns  of  money,  eighty 
percent  of  which  v/as  to  bo  utilized  for  the  payment  of  salaries  of  ex- 
tension agents  in  counties  of  the  several  sta.tcs.° 


1.  L.1929,  p.  1^?A    L.1331,  o.  889;  L.1955,  n.  1085;  L.1935,  p.  1414; 
L.1937,  u.  1152. 

2.  33  U.S.S.L.  372. 

3.  Ibid.,  373. 

4.  L.1915,  Joint  Resolutions,  p.  732. 

5.  L.1917,  p.  35. 

6.  45  U.S.S.L.  711. 
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435.  (MIIIUTE  BOOK),  1919—.   5  v. 

Minute  record  of  executive  meetings  of  home  'bureau,  showing  date  of 
meeting,  names  of  members  present,  treasurer's  report,  and  business 
transactions.  Arr.  by  date  of  meetin.^.  No  index.   1919-33,  hdw. ; 
1934--,  typed.   400  p.  15  x  10  x  2.   Homo  Bureau  off.,  5th  fl. 

436.  KEI.ffiERSHIP  CARDS  AMD  RECORD  CARDS,  1919—.   1  f.b. 
Home  bureau  membership  cards  showing  name  sjid  address  of  member, 
initials  of  husband,  date  of  joining  and  start  of  dues,  also  record 
cards  of  members,  showing  name  pjid  address  of  member,  unit  of  work, 
date  ?Jid  list  of  paid  dues,  end   date  of  card.   Arr.  alph.  by  \anit  of 
work.  No  index.  Hdw.  on  pr.  fm.   4  x  5  x  18.  Home  Bureau  off.,  5th 
fl. 

437.  (VERMILION  COUNTY  GIRLS  4-H  LffllvCBERSHIP  CARDS),  1935—.   1  f.b. 
Card  record  of  girl  members  of  4-H  Club,  showing  na,me,  address,  and 
age  of  member,  date  of  beginning  of  membership,  fjid  type  of  club  work. 
Arr.  alph.  by  name  of  club  member.  No  index.  Hdw.  on  pr.  fm. 

6  X  12  X  24.   Home  Bureau  off.,  5th  fl. 

438.  AirrlUAL  REPORTS,  1922—.   1  f.b. 

Annual  reports  by  supervisor  of  home  bureau  to  the  county  treasurer, 
showing  nejne  of  sxipervisor,  date  of  report,  suxamary  of  activities  and 
accomplishments,  changes  in  organization,  and  program,  ejid  recommenda- 
tions for  future  work.   Arr.  by  date  of  report.   No  index.   Typed, 
lli  X  12  X  24.   Home  Bureau  off,,  5th  fl. 

439.  ILLINOIS  HOME  BUPJ;aU  ACCOUNTS,  1931—.   1  v. 

Cash  book  of  receipts  ?Jid  expenditures  by  home  b\ireau,  showing  date 
ejid  amounts  of  receipts  and  expenditures,  source  of  receipts,  name  of 
payee,  and  purpose  of  payment.   Arr.  by  date  of  entry.   No  index. 
Hdw.  under  pr.  hdgs.   400  p.  10  x  15  x  2.  Home  Bureau  off,,  5th  fl. 


XXIV.   JUVENILE  DETENTION  HOME 


The  fact  that  juvenile  delinquents  constitute  a  class  of  criminals 
entitled  to  special  consideration  under  the  law  has  been  recognized  in 
Illinois  from  the  early  days  of  statehood.  According  to  the  revised  crim- 
inal code  of  1827,  "infpjits"  under  ten  years  were  not  to  be  found  guilty  of 
any  crime  or  misdemeanor,  and  no  person  under  the  age  of  fourteen  could  be 
held  responsible  for  a  criminal  act  unless  he  knew  the  difference  between 
right  and  wrong, 1  Later,  in  1833,  the  General  Assembly  abolished  peni- 


1,   R.L,1827,  p.  124, 
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tentlary  sentences  for  offenders  under  eighteen  except  in  cases  of  robbery, 
burglary,  or  arson.  For  all  other  crimes  punishable  by  imprisonment, 
Juvenile  delinquents  were  to  be  confined  in  the  county  Jail  for  a  period 
not  exceeding  eighteen  months,^ 

In  1867  the  General  Assembly  provided  for  the  establishment  and 
maintenance  of  an  institution  "for  the  discipline,  education,  employment 
and  reformation  of  Juvenile  offenders  and  vagrants  between  the  ages  of 
eight  and  eighteen  years.  .  .  ,"2  Under  this  act,  courts  of  competent 
Jurisdiction  could  exercise  their  discretion  in  sentencing  Juvenile 
offenders  either  to  the  county  Jail,  in  accordance  with  the  existing  law, 
or  to  the  State  Reform  School,  as  the  institution  was  called  at  that  time. 
The  act  repealed  those  sections  of  the  revised  statutes  of  1845  which  per- 
mitted the  courts  to  impose  penitentiary  sentences  upon  persons  under  eight- 
een convicted  of  burglary,  arson,  or  robbery, ^  In  1893  the  General  Assembly 
established  the  State  Home  for  Juvenile  Female  Offenders,'^  Prior  to  that 
year,  the  General  Assembly  had  provided  that  delinquent  girls  under  sixteen 
years  of  age  could  be  sent  to  the  reform  school  in  Chicago  if  the  guardians 
of  that  school  were  willing  to  receive  them,^  sind,  two  years  later,  that  the 
trustees  of  the  State  Reform  School  might  create  a  special  department  in  the 
school  for  girls  if  such  action  seemed  advisable.^  The  act  of  1893  stated 
that  whenever  a  girl  between  the  ages  of  ten  and  sixteen^ was  convicted  of 
emy  offence  which,  if  committed  by  an  adult,  would  te   punishable  by  confine- 
ment in  a  house  of  correction  cr  county  Jail,  she  might  be  committed  to  the 
state  home  or  to  the  house  of  correction  or  covinty  Jail  at  the  discretion  of 
the  court, 8 


1,  R.L,1833,  p.  209, 

2,  L,1867,  p,  38,  The  act  was  amended  in  1873  to  apply  only  to  boys 
between  the  ages  of  ten  and  sixteen  years  (L,1873,  p.  147);  in  1891 
the  upper  age  limit  was  extended  to  twenty-one  years  (L.1891,  p.  54); 
and  in  1915  the  institution  was  set  aside  for  youths  between  the  ages 
of  sixteen  and  twenty-six  years  (L.1915,  p.  560),  By  that  time,  the 
Illinois  State  Home  for  Delinquent  Boys  had  been  established  for  boys 
between  the  ages  of  ten  and  sixteen  years  (L,1901,  p,  68,69),   It  has 
subsequently  been  called  the  St,  Charles  School  for  Boys  (L. 1905-6, 
p.  87). 

3,  L,1867,  p.  42-44, 

4,  L,1893,  p.  24,  The  name  was  changed  in  1901  to  the  State  Training 
School  for  Girls  (L,1901,  p,  62), 

5,  L.1867,  p,  42, 

6,  L,1869,  p,  328. 

7,  In  1901  the  upper  ago  limit  was  increased  to  eighteen  (L.1901,   p,   62), 

8,  L,1893,   p,   27, 
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Ail.  aict  of  1G99  vested  original  jurisdiction  over  dependent,  neglect- 
ed, and  delinquent  children  in  the  county  and  circuit  courts. ^  The  act 
prescribed  regulations  for  the  treatment,  control,  maintenance,  adoption, 
and  g-j.ardianship  of  such  childron;^  provided  for  the  establishment,  in 
counties  having  more  than  five  hundred  thousand  inhabitants,  of  a  branch 
of  the  regular  circuit  court  to  try  juvenile  cases  in  a  separate  court 
room; "^  and  authorized  the  appointment  of  juvenile  probation  officers  to 
assist  the  courts  in  dealing  with  children  coming  under  the  provisions 
of  the  act. 4 

County  detention  homos  for  the  temporary  care  and  custody  of  de- 
pendent, delinquent,  or  truant  children  are  of  comparatively  recent 
origin.  Legislation  authorizing  the  establishment  of  such  homes  was 
first  enacted  in  1907,^  The  act  provided  that  upon  petition  to  the 
county  judge  by  twenty-five  percent  of  the  legal  voters  voting  at  the 
preceding  general  election,  the  question  of  levying  a  tax  for  the  es- 
tablishment and  maintenojice  of  a  juvenile  detention  home  should  be  sub- 
mitted to  the  co-unty  electorate  at  the  next  regular  general  election. 
If  a  majority  of  the  voters  favored  pdoption,  the  county  board  was 
authorized  to  levy  such  a  tax,*^ 

The  act  states  that  the  home  shall  bo  arranged,  furnished,  and 
conducted  in  a  manner  approximating  conditions  in  a  family  home.   Dur- 
ing the  period  of  their  detention,  the  children  are  taught  those  sub- 
jects contained  in  the  regular  school  curriculum  for  the  first  eight 
grades,''' 

Management  of  the  home  is  vested  in  a  matron,  or  superintendent 
ajid  matron,  appointed  by  the  county  judge,  to  servo  during  his  pleas- 
ure. Additional  help  may  be  employed  if  he  deems  it  necessary.  All 
apnointments,  hov^evcr,  are  subject  to  the  approval  of  the  county  board, 
pnd  the  amount  of  sal.^ry  paid  to  each  employee  is  else  set  by  that  body. 
The  superintendent  or  matron  is  required  to  receive  and  detain  tempo- 
rarily p11  children  committed  to  the  hone  by  the  court  until  further 
order  of  the  court  :md  to  keep  a  complete  record  of  every  child  so  de- 
tained. The  superintendent  also  keeps  a  record  of  all  expenditures 
made  by  the  county  for  the  care  and  maintenance  of  the  home  and  makes 
an  annupJ.  report  to  the  county  board  of  all  expenses  necessary  to  main- 
tain the  institution  together  with  a  list  of  the  number  of  children  de- 
tained there  each  month,  A  copy  of  this  report  is  filed  with  the  county 
cl  erk .  9 


1. 

L.1899, 

,    V. 

.   132. 

2. 

Ibid. , 

■0, 

131-37. 

3. 

Ibid., 

P« 

132. 

4. 

Ibid., 

P» 

133, 

5. 

L.1907 

.   P 

.    59-52. 

6. 

Ibid., 

p. 

61,62, 

7. 

Ibid,, 

p. 

60. 

8. 

Ibid. , 

p. 

60,61. 

-  308  - 
Veterinarian  (440) 

Vermilion  County  established  such  a  home  on  January  25,  1938, '^  and  it 
is  knonn  as  the  juvenile  placement  homo, 

Por  other  juvenile  records,  see  entries  169-173, 

440,  HEGISTER,  1938 — .   1  v. 
Register  of  inmates  of  placement  homo,  showing  name,  sex,  age,  and  color 
of  child,  names  of  parents,  dates  of  admission  and  dismissal.  Arr.  by 
date  of  admission.  No  index.  Hdw,  200  p,  12  x  15  x  2,  Off.  of  sup, 
of  juvenile  detention  home,  Ist  fl.,  Danville,  E.R,  4. 


XXV.   VST3RINARIAN 


The  office  of  county  veterinarian  was  created  by  statute  in  1925  for 
counties  willing  to  appropriate  funds  for  the  maintenance  and  employment 
of  a  veterinarian.  As  a  prerequisite,  the  county  must  enter  into  a  co- 
operative agreement  with  the  Federal  and  State  Departments  of  Agriculture 
for  the  control  and  eradication  of  bovine  tuberculosis.  The  veterinarian, 
■under  the  direction  of  the  latter  body,  conducts  tuberculin  tests,  keeps 
records  thereof  and  reports  to  the  state  department, 2  The  office  was  es- 
tablished in  Vermilion  County  on  September  12,  1922,^5 

Specific  provision  was  not  made  under  the  original  act  for  the  method 
of  selection.  In  1929,  however,  it  was  provided  that  the  veterinarian 
was  to  be  appointed  by  the  county  board  of  supervisors  upon  approval  of 
the  State  Department  of  Agriculture,^ 


1.  Supervisors*  Record,  v,  AA,  p.  180, 

2,  L.1925,  p,  2-9, 

3,  Supervisors'  Record,  v,  U,  p,  217, 

4.  1,1929.  p.  7-12, 


(Next  entry  441,  p.  310) 


XXVI.   MINE  INSPECTOR 


Legislation  in  regard  to  health  and  safety  in  the  mining  industry 
originally  made  the  county  surveyor  ex-officio  inspector  of  mines. ^  As 
such  inspector  he  was  to  be  assisted  by  a  practical  miner,  to  act  under 
oath,  and  to  receive  a  salary  fixed  by  the  county  board  and  paid  out  of 
the  county  treasury.  His  duties  were  to  see  that  safety  measures  were 
observed  in  the  mines  and  to  collect  facts  relative  to  coal  mining  and 
mining  land.  The  inspector  reported  to  the  Governor  annually  on  the 
condition  of  mines  in  regard  to  safety  and  ventilation  and  the  result  of 
examination  of  causes  of  accidents. 

In  1877  the  legislature  authorized  the  county  board,  in  each  county 
in  vAiich  mining  is  carried  on,  to  appoint  em   inspector  of  mines. 2  This 
county  inspector,  who  had  to  give  evidence  of  practical  mining  experience, 
was  required  to  take  an  oath  of  office,  and  to  furnish  a  bond  to  the 
coiuity  board  in  an  amount  fixed  by  the  latter  body.  The  amount  of  the 
bond  was  fixed  in  1879  at  not  less  than  $1,000  nor  more  than  $3,000.'^ 
Where  a  competent  inspector  was  not  appointed,  or  v7hcre  the  inspector  did 
not  properly  perform  his  duties,  then  the  circuit  judge,  at  the  roqucot 
of  ten  citizens  of  the  county,  and  upon  proper  proof  of  incompetency,  was 
empowered  to  remove  the  inspector  and  appoint  a  properly  qualified  person 
to  act  during  the  unexpired  term.*^ 

The  State  Mining  Board  was  created  in  1899,  and  the  state  divided 
into  seven  inspection  districts,  with  a  State  Inspector  of  Mines  in  each.^ 
The  county  also  was  fitted  into  this  new  organization  with  the  requirement 
that  the  county  board  appoint  a  county  inspector  of  mines  upon  the  written 
request  of  the  State  Inspector  for  the  district  in  which  the  particular 
county  was  located. ^  The  intention  of  the  legislature  to  maintain  central- 
ization in  mine  inspection  v/as  indicated  by  this  statute  which  made  the 
county  inspector  an  assistazit  to  the  State  Inspector.   In  accordciice  with 
this  act,  a  county  mine  inspector  was  appointed  in  Vermilion  County  on 
September  12,  1877. "^  He  makes  his  origino.1  report  to  the  State  Inspector, 
and  leaves  a  copy  at  the  mine  inspected.  He  also  reports,  twice  a  year, 
to  the  county  board  the  number  of  inspections  made. 

Provision  \7as  made  in  1915  for  petition  by  the  State  Inspector  to  the 
county  court  upon  failure  of  the  county  board  to  appoint  a  suitable  county 


1.  L. 1871-72,  p.  572. 

2.  L.1877.  p.  141,142. 

3.  L.1879,  p.  208. 

4.  Ibid.,  p.  209. 

5.  L.1B99,  p.  306,308. 

6.  Ibid.,  p.  314,315. 

7.  Supervisors'  Record,  v.  G-,  p.  8. 
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mine  inspector.^  If  necessary,  the  court  will  appoint  an  inspector,  and 
order  the  coiinty  board  to  appropriate  money  for  his  compensation.  This 
provision  was  recently  reenacted,2 

441.   COUNTY  MIOT  INSPECTOR'S  REPORTS,  1932—.   1  bdl. 
Carbon  copies  of  reports  of  inspections  of  Vemilion  County  coal  mines, 
made  to  state  mine  inspector  and  county  board,  showing  date,  name  cf 
mine,  ovmer's  name,  location  and  condition  of  mine  as  to  air  top  and  rib 
construction,  roadways,  air  courses,  escape  shaft,  main  shaft,  and  safety 
and  first  aid  equipment,  with  recommendations  and  signature  of  mine  iT>- 
spector,  Arr.  by  date  of  inspection.  ITo  index,  Kdw.  on  pr»  fm, 
8  X  14  X  8.  Home  of  mine  inspector,  1st  fl, ,  R.  R.  6,  Westvillo. 


1.  Ii.1915,  p.  509,510. 
2»  li.lQSg^  p.  727,728. 
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62-64,    59-71,    73,    77,    78,    80,    81,    84,    87,    89,    90,    92-105,    107,    109,    112, 
113,    116,    119,    121,    125,    126,    131-133,    137,    139-143,    148-150,    153,    154, 
,     ■       161,    165,    179-182,    184-189,    192,    193,    195-198,    202-204,    206,    207,    209- 
214,    217_,    220,    221,    223.    225,    227-229,    231,    232,    236-242,    245,    247-250, 
257-261,    264-272,    274,    276-278,    281-284,    291,    292,    295,   304-306,    315, 
320,    327-329,    333,    368,    370,    376,    378,    379,    390-392,    407 
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155-157,    159,    169,    170,    175.    175,    183,    255,    253,    288,    298.    307,    308, 
318,    334,    351,    380,    385,    385,    409,    410,    412,    413 
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62,    63,    64,    57.    69,    70,    71,   73,    77-31,    84,    87,    89,    90,    92-105,    107, 
109,    lie,    11&-114,    118,    120,    121,    125,    126,    131-134,    137,    139-143, 
143-151,    153,    154,    161,    165,    177,    178,    179-182.    184-189,    192,    194- 
199.    202-204,    206-215,    218,    220,    221,    223,    225,    227-229,    232,    233, 
236-243,    245,    247-250,    257-262,    264,    265,    256-272.    274,    276-279, 
281-283,    284.    289,    291,    292.    295,    304-306,    313,    314.    316.    317.    320, 
327-329,    333.    350.    358,    370,    376,    377,    378.    379.    390,    391,    392,    407 
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4,    11,    12.    16.    18,    20,    21,   49.    51.    54.    75.    76.    124.    127,    130.    135. 
138.    144,    145.    147,    153,    150,    162-164,    166,    171,    173,    190,    200,    216, 
234,    235,    244,    251,    275,    290,    303,    310,    323,    325,    330-332,    335-340, 
343,    345,    346,    34G,    349,    351-356,    358.    365,    369,    371,    373,    374,    381- 
384,    338,    393-395,    402,    403,    403,    4n,    421,    435,    435 
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1,    ?,,    6,    14,    19,    23,    25,   26,    38,    29,    32,    33,    cA,    35,    36,    40,    41,    43, 
44,    47,    48,    50,    52,    53,    55,    56-62,    55,    66,    67,    68,    7C,    71,    73,    74,    77- 
82,  _84,    87,    88,    69,    90,    92-97.    98,    99-107,   VSd,    110,    112,    115,    114, 
118-120,    121,    122,    125,    129,    131-134,    137,    139,    140,    141-145,    146, 
148-152,    155-157,    159,    161,    165,    167,    169,    170,    175,    17-,    177,    173 
184-189,    192,    194-199,    202-204,    205-215,    218,    220,    221,    225,    225,    227- 
230,    232,    233,    236-243,    247-250,    255.    257-264,    253-272,    274,    275-279, 
288,    291,    292,    298,    304-308,    313,    314,    315-518,    320,    327-329,    333, 
334.    350,    351,    568,    3^0,    378-380,    385,    386,    390,    392,    407,    409,    410, 
412,    413 

1920-1929 

New  Records 

3,    7,    15,    24,    83,    85,    86,    111,    1?5,    168,    174,    191,    219,    252,    273,    286, 
287,    289,    293,    294,    309,    521,    324,    526,    341,    342,    347,    550,    359,    363, 
372.    375,    387,    369,    424,    432-434,    438 

Records  Beginning  in  Preceding  Decades 

1,    2,    4,    6,    11,    12,    14,    15,    19-21,    25,   26,    28,    29,    32,    55,    55,    35,   40, 
41,    44-47,    49,    50,    51,    53,    54,    55-62,    55,    6^,    70,    71,    73-75,    77-82,    87, 
89,    90,    92,    95,    94,    95,    95,    97,    99,    100,    101-107,    109,    13  0,    112,    113 
lis,    lis,    120.   122,    i25,    129,    131-135,   157,    138,    141-147,    148.    149-152, 
155-159,    161,   152-164,    166,    167,    169-171,    173,    175,    177,    178,    184-190, 
192,    194-200,    202-204,    205-21,3,    -.^18,    220,    223,    225,    227-230,    232-244, 
247-251,    257-264,    256-272,    274-277,    278,    279.    281.    282,283,    288,    291. 
292.    298,    305,    504.    505-307,    308,    510,    513,    514,    515-518,    320.    525,    525, 
527,    528,    329.    330-553,    535-359,    340.    343,    346.    348,    349,    351-355,    358. 
360,    365,    358.    359,    370.    371,    375,    374,    578-383,    584.    535,    586,    588, 
390,    592-395,   407-410,    412,    413,    421,    435,   436 

1930-1959 

New  Records 

5,    8-10,    13.    17,    22,    72,    108.    136,    172,   201,    205,    224,    226,    255,    255, 
296,    297.    299-502,    311.    312.    315,    322,    344,    557.    554,    366.    357.    396- 
400,    401,    404^406,    415-420,    422,    423,    425-431,    437,    439,    440,    441 

Records  Beginning  in  Preceding  Decades 

1-4,    6,    7,    11,    12,    14-16,    19,    20,    21,    24-26,    26,    29,    52.    55,    55,    55, 
40,    41,    44,    45,   46,    47,    49,    51,    53.    54,    5'3-60,    61,    62,    65,    65,    71,    73- 
75,    77-83,    85,    86,    87,    89,    90,    92,    94,    96.    97,    99,    101,    102,    103.    104- 
107,    109,    110,    111.    112,    113,    118,    119,   122,    123.    126.    129,    131-135, 
137,    138.    141-146.    147.    149-152,    155-158.    159,    152-164.    166,    168-171, 
173-175.    177,    178,    184-192,    194-200.    202-304.    205-216.    213-220,    223. 
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Records  Beginning  in  Preceding  Decades   (cont). 

225.  227,    22g,    22^,    230,    232-2UU,    2U7-252,    257-26U,    266-277.    2S2,    2S3, 

286.  287,   288,   289.   292-29^.   298,   303,   3<^5-307,   309.  313.   31^.   7x6^8, 

320.  321.  323.  32U.  J25,  327.  328.  330-333.  335-338.  219.   3^1-3^+3.  3^7- 

35^,  358-360,  363.  365.  368.  369.  371.  373-375.  378-383.  385-388.  38^. 

39c.  392-395.    ^02.    U03,    UC7-U10,    U12.    kl^,    U2I.    I+2U,    U32-U36,    U38 


(Abp.-Alg) 


SUBJECT  liTDEX 
(Figures  refer  to  inventory  nunbers  unless  un- 
derscored; underscored  figures  refer  to  pages) 


Abatement 

lists,  SvH,  322 
mosquito,  district,  120 
Abbreviations  ajid  symbols  used 

in  inventor^',  159,  160 
Abstract 
of  title 

recording  of,  196 
to  school  property,  390[ij 
of  votes,  75 
Accoucheurs,  register  of,  63 
Accounts 

birth  and  death,  treasurer's,  327 
of  county  farm  bureau,  ledger 

of,   4o3 
of   coxuity  funds 

audits  of,    104,    187 
collector's,    316,    317,    319,    320 
county   clerk's,    4,    83 
examination  of,    167 
treasurer's,    327 
co-onty  officers,    167 

auditor's  report  of,  20 
county  treasurer's,  with 

dra,inf^e  districts,  346 
of  emergency  relief  aopropri- 

ations,  5 
estate,  1S7,  220-222 
pension,  mothers' ,  327 
sanitarium  board,  430 
school  superintendents',  with 
treasurers,  361 
Achilles  Township,  area  and 

establishment  of,  50,  50n 
Adams,  John  Q,uincy 

county  established  during 
presidency  of,  72 
Administrator 
See  also  2state;  Executor; 
Probate  court;  Will 
accounts,  137,  220,  222 
bonds,  137,  192,  195,  197,  198, 

200,  201 
for  sale  of  estates,  192,  199 
de  bonis  non,  192,  195,  198,  201 
docket,  223,  224 
inventories,  187,  192,  206,  212 


Administrator  (continued) 

letters,  187,  192,  195,  197, 

198,  200,  201 
oaths,  187,  192.  195,  197, 

198,  200,  201 
petitions,  187,  192,  195,  197, 
198,  200,  201 
public,  224 
record  (bonds,  letters,  oaths, 

petitions),  192,  195,  197 
reports,  192,  214,  216,  218,  219 
with  will  annexed,  192,  195,  198, 

200 
Adoption 
See  also  Juvenile 
jurisdiction  in,  207 
papers,  87,  132,  133 
Adult  probation  officer,  see 

Probation 
Affidavits 

in  adoption  cases,  87,  132, 

of  claims  for  sheep  dajnage, 

drainage,  412 

for  marriage  licenses,  57, 

recorded,  97,  98 

for  tax  deeds,  40 

record,  41 
witness,  87[ii],  132,  137, 
148,  238-240,  286, 
Agreements 

partnership,  88[iii] 
recorded,  97,  98 
Agriculture,  see  Vermilion  County 
Albany  (New  York) ,  19 
Alexander,  John  B. ,  58,  65 

nrominent  in  county  organization, 

55 
Alexander,  Josiah 

appointed  associate  justice 
county  treasurer 
appointment  of,  66 
functions  of,  70 
Algonquin  Nation 

hostile  to  Iroquois,  19 
members  of,  in  Vermilion 

region,  10, 


133 
341 

87  [i] 


142, 
29l[iii] 


77 


12 
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(Ali-Aud) 


Aliens,  see  Naturalization 
Alimony  records,  146,  252 
Allegheny  MountAins,  1^,  12_,  24, 

Allen,  Peter,  4£,  47_ 
Allerton,  location  of,  85_ 
AllotnentG,  motor  fuel 

tax,  398 
Allouez,  Father  Claude, 

established  mission  at 
Green  Bay,  15 
Almshouse,  see  CountyH^iome;  Poor; 

Public  v;elfare;  Relief 
Alvin,  location  of,  85 
American  Fur  Company,  90 
Americans 

acquire   Korthvrcst,    25-27 
conquest  of  Indians   by,    13_ 
treaties  with   Indians 
first   signed,    38 
relics  of,    38 
Annexation  of  lands   to  drainage 

districts,    see  Drainage 
App  .-Tilachian  lioun tains,    40 
Appeal 

bonds,  132,  187,  191,  277, 

29l[i] 
to  circuit  court,  108,  109, 
211,  224,  238,  239 
from  county  court  to  higher 
court,  132 
to  county  court,  109 
Appellate  court,  appeals  to 
and  final  orders  of, 
132,  137 
Applications 

for  blind  pension,  12 

for  discharge   under  parole 

law,    280 
for  liquor  licenses,    72 
for  marriRfe   licenses,    56 
for  miners'    certificates,    G8 
old  age  assistance,   417 
index   to,    418 
register  of,    420 
for  trade-marks,    87[iii] 
Appointment 

of  county  officers,    see 

under   title   of  officer 
in  probate,    see  under   title 
of  appointee 
Appomattox,    95 

Appraisements,    estate,    137-189, 
192,    209,    210,    212 


Appraisers'  reports,  175 
Appropriations 

for  county  funds,  166 
for  emergency  relief,  accounts 

of,  5 
Archie,  85 
Architects 

certificates,  67 

licenses,  88[i] 

state,  inspection  of  school 

buildings,  119 
Arkansas  River,  16_,  18 
Army,  see  Soldiers 
Articles,  see  Agreements; 

Incorporation 
Assessments 
See  also  Tax 
drainage  district  record, 

required  to  be  kept,  294 
supervisor  of,  see  Supervisor 
Assessor 

county,  see  Supervisor  of 

assessmonts 
district,  104,  17 on 
tovmship 

bonds,  77,  79,  2<34 
duties  of,  105,  176,  363 
election  of,  105,  264 
Assignments  of  estates,  187,  191 

record,  192,  193 
Atlas,  Vermilion  County,  127 
Attachments 

cireniit -court,    r3er24e,    CPlUi] 
justice   of  the  peace,    148 
Attorney 

circuit,    112 
fees,    15 

state's,    see   State's   attorney 
Auditing  of  county  funds,    104 
Auditor,    county 


bonds    of,    71 


?76 


compensation  of,  276 

duties  and  powers  of,  107,  276 

election  of,  107,  276 

on  basis  of  population,  276 
ledger 

of  appropriations,  351 

of  expenditures,  352 
office 

creation  cf,  107,  275 

location  of,  143 

term  of,  276_ 
records,  351-358 

of  contracts  kept  hy,    276 
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Subject  Index 


(Au.d-3on) 


Auditor,  county  (continued) 
reports 

to  county  board,  IO7 ,  2'jG 
of  county  officers' 

accounts,  20 
roster  of,  I36 
statements  to,  of  county 
officials',  358 
Aurora  Clark  County  seat,  U^ 
Automobiles,  liens  on,  97,  lOU, 

109 
index  to  (IO9) ,  111 

Bail  bonds,  137,  I66,  239 

record,  I67 
Bailey,  Lewis,  early 

settler,  U^ 
Bank  failures,  25. 
Barron,  Joseph 

complains  to  Governor 

regarding  salines,  ^jj_ 
explores  Vermilion  S'-^lines, 

speaks  to  Indians,  Ul 
Bec"!cwith,  Dan  W.  ,  Ub,'~DD,  100 
appointed  surveyor  and 

treasurer,  62 
compensation  for  public 

services,  o3 
Danville  named  for,  61 
early  fur  trader,  ^2 
Innd  for  seat  of  justice 

donated  to  county 
by,  60,  61 
Beckwith,  George,  U6 
Belgians,  emigration  of, 

to  Illinois,  88_ 
Belgiun  village,  location 

of,  &U 
Sell,  Cnptain,  salt  springs 
leased  to,  U8_ 
Belleville,  6 
Belleville  Academy,  state 

control  of,  22. 
Bids  on  county  buildings, 

68,  69 
and  road  construction,  1, 

lU.  87 
Big  Miami  River,  22_ 
Big  Vermilion  River,  see 
Vermilion  River,  Big 


Bills 

of   complaint,    23S,    2U0 
against  county,   1 
filinff  of,   162. 
for  divorce,    238,    2Uo 
of  sale,    9&-9S 

of  estates,   187-189 
true,    see  Indictment 
Births 
See   also   Vital   statistics 
accounts,    treasurer's,    3^7 
'Tarrants,    stubs   of,   11 
Black,  Reuben,    early  school 

teacher  in  county,    93 
Blacknan,   Remember,   U6 
Blackman,   Truman 

explored  salinos,   U5 
unlavrfully  occupied  salines, 

U6,  hi 

Blakncy,  "^harlcs,  county  mine 

inm.'-ctor,  l^k 
Blind 

examiner,  see  Sxaminer 
pensions,  sec  Pensions 
relief,  see  Relief 
Blount  Township,  84_ 
once  naned  Fremont,  79 
population  cf,  82 
Blue  Grass,  85 
Board 

of  County  commissioners,  see 
Commissioners,  county 

board  of 
of  election  commissioners, 

see  Election 
of  health,  see  Health 
housing,  state,  see  State 

Housing  Board 
miners'  oxramining,  sec 

Minors 
mining,  state,  see  Mining 

Board 
of  review,  sec  Review 
school,  SCO  School 
of  supervisors,  County,  sec 
SiJDcrvisors 
Bona,  L-:>mbort,  explored  salincr, 

Bond,  Shadrach,  Vcrmili'-^n 

s''"lincs  claims  presented 

to,  U2. 


Subject  Index 


-  343  - 


(Bon-Bur) 


Bond  issues 

for  courthouse,  14gn 
drainage 
files,  345 
record,  required  to 
be  kept,  294 
road 

cancelled,  338 
register  of,  15,  339 


reports  of. 
Bonds 

appeal,  132, 


,  21 

187,  191, 
277,  29l[i] 


assessors' 

county,  264 

township,  77,  79,  264 
auditor's,  77 
bail,  137,  166,  157 
brick  contractor,  68_ 
capias,  277 
circuit  clerk's,  341 
city  commissioners',  77 
collectors' 

county,  258 

township,   77,121 
constables',    77,    78,    178 
coroner's,    77,    259,    276 

deputy,    260 
county  clerk's,   77,    175,    276 
of  county  hone  super- 
intendent,   77 
for  court  costs,    277 
doputy  sheriffs' ,    276,   295 
election  ccirmissioncrs' ,    77 
injunction,    277 
justice  of  peace,    77,   78 
of  Danville   (Illinois) 
mayors,    77 
master-in-chancery,    276 
officers'  ,    requircyd  to 
be  kept,    175 
of  officials,    77,    275 
police  magistrates'  ,    77,    78 
of  probate  appointees,    224 
See  also  under  title  of 
appointee 
probation  officers',    276 
receivers' ,    277 
recognizance,    137,    156, 
277,    276 
recorder's,    77,    194 
replevin,    277,    275 
school   superintendent's,    77 
sheriffs'",    77,    255,    276 

deputy,  276,  295 


Bonds  (continued) 

state's  attorney,  77,  361 
supervisors' 

of  assessments,  77 
of  road  and  bridge  funds,  77 
treasurers' 

co\mty,  62,  77,  271 
drainai?;e  district,  77 
tovmship  (school),  120,  387,  390 
truant  officers' ,  77 
trustees',  277 
village  commissioners',  77 
Bowen,  William,  52 

appointed  fence  viewer,  55 
Bowman,  Alexander,  report  on 

nines  made  by,  88 
Boyd,  John 

chosen  to  locate  county  seat,  53 

report  of,  55 
compensation,  57 
Bradshaw,  Moses,  early  settler,  51 
Brands,  see  Marks  and  brands 
Brazelton,  Jacob 

appointed  jxidge  of  election,  58 
early  justice,  54 
early  settler,  50 
Breese,  Sidney,  92 
Breezley,  I'cthrjiiel 

appointed  estraj'  pound 
kocper,  67 
Bridges,  see  Transportation 
British 

aid  Indi.TJis,  40 

clcims  in  Northv7est,  36 

conquer  Northwest  in  V^ar  of 

1812,  42 
conquest  of  Indians  by,  13^ 
driven  out  of  Northwest,  39 
first  enter  Northwest,  19 
forts,  Spaniards  threaten,  29 
fur  traders  captured  by  French,  22 
hostilities  tov;ard  French,  19 
in  Illinois  County,  attitude 

of,  27 
policy  for  Northwest,  42 
rule  of  Northwest,  character  of,  24 
British  Muse'im  (London,  England),  38 
Brock,  George,  early  settler,  50 
Brooks,  Borijamin,  early  settlor,  50 
Bror-ks'  Point,  50 
Brothers,  name  of  extinct  to-.vn 

in  county,  85 
Budget,  county,  1 
Burir.l  grounds,  sec  Cemetery 
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(But-Cer) 


Butler,  EergaminF.,  township 

named  for,  79 
Butler,  Janes  D.,  100 

eai-ly  county  conanissioner, 

54 
expiration  of  tern  as, 

65 
early  settler,  48 
home  of,  used  as  court- 
house, 53,  54,  55,  58, 
60,  57,  133 
Butler  Branch,  6 
Butler  Tovmship,  3,  81 
estahlishment  of,  79 
population  of,  82 
special  elections  for 

railroad  financing, 
93 
tax  rate  in  1867,  95 
Butler's  Feint,  55,  54,  51,  98 
early  settlement,  49 

Cahokia,  25 

Clark  captures,  26 
as  St.  Clair  County 
seat,  34 
Cahokia  Indians,  lOn 
Canada,  14,  15,  22,  23,  25,  35 
extent  of,  18 
Vermilion  country  as  part 

of,  19  ■ 
Canady,  Benjamin,  early 

settler,  50 
Canady,  Henry,  early 

settler,  51 
Canals,  see  Transportation 
Cannon,  Joseph  G.,  100 
Capias  honds,  277 
Carbondale,  5,  6 
Carlyle,  99 
Carroll,  D^^iiiel,  28 
Carroll  precinct  elections, 

V7here  held,  58,  62 
Carroll  Tovmship,  84 

appointma-it  of  officers,  56 
location  of,  55 
change  in,  78 
population  of  82 
tax  I'ate  in,  78 
Cash  books 
See  also  Fees;  Fund; 
Receipts  and  ex- 
penditures 
circuit  clerk's,  289 


Cash  books  (continued) 
county  clerk' s,  82 
county  farm  bureau,  434 
county  home,  423 
home  bureau,  439 
sheriff's,  303 
superintendent  of  schools,  368, 

389 
treasurer's,  330,  331 
Catlin,  49,  51,  84 

ToTOship,  3,  80,  81,  84 
formation  of,  79 
population  of,  82 
Cavclior,  Abbe,  brother  of 

LaSallo,  16 
Cavclier,  Rene  Robert,  Sieur 

de  LaSalle,  sec  LaSalle 
Cemetery' 

deeds,  98,  103 
lots,  lists  of,  410 
Census,  school,  375,  378 
Certificates 
See  also  License 
accoucheurs',  register  of,  63 
architects'  ,  57 
of  attendance,  school,  371 
birth,  48,  49 
*   index  to,  47 
register,  50 
chiropodist,  52 

for  citizenship,  see  Naturalization 
death,  43,  54 
index  to,  53 
register,  55 
dentists' ,  64 

of  discharge,  soldiers',  119 
of  election,  97,  98 
j^iry 

cancelled,  7,  334 
register  nf,  333 
stubs  of,  8 
of  levy,  slieriff's,  97,  112,  114, 

115,  238,  29l[viii] 
miners' ,  of  competency,  68 
of  notice,  87[xix] 
nurses' ,  62,  65 
OT)tomotrists' ,  52 
osteopaths'  ,  62 
physicians' ,  62 

re-^istor,  63 
of  publication,  87[iv,xix] 
of  purchase 

drainage  commissioners',  119 
of  school  property,  590 [ii] 
tax,  40,  43 


Subject  Index 
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Certificates  (continued) 
recording  of,  177,  196 
of  redemption,   96 

master's,    97,    113,   114,    116, 

117 
sheriff's,  S7,  113,  114, 

116,  117 
of  sale 

ne-ster's,    97,    113,    114,    116 
sheriff's,    97,    112,    114,    115 
of  services  rendered, 

granting  of,  58 
stallion,  69,  87 
stillbirth,  48,  51 
index  to,  47 
register,  52 
tax  sale,  40,  43 
teachers' 

issuajice   of,    115,    115n 
renewal  of,    fees  for, 

368,    389 
of  transfer  of  ownership  to 

swamp  land,    87 [v] 
veterinarians',    65 
Chp.llenge   to  jury,    132,    137 
Champaign  County,    2,    79 
as  part  of  Vermilion 

county,   81  • 

Ch?jnpaign  moraine,    3 
Chancory 
See  also  Circuit  court; 
i4aster-in-chpjicery 
Jurisdiction  in,    107, 
238,    239 
Chandler  and  Dolan,    88 
Che.tsworth  moraine,    3 
Chattel  mortgage,    see 

Mortgage 
Checks,    cancelled,    7,    86, 
234,    388 
Chicago  ri.nd  Eastern 

Illinois  Railroad,  92 
Chicago  and  Vi cenr.es 

Railway,  chartering 
of,  91 
Chic84-o  Carbon  Coal  Coit|;ajiy, 

88 
Chicago,  Danville  and 

Vincennes,  financing 
of,  elections 

for,  93 
Chicago,  Milwa-ukee,  St. 
Paul  and  Pacific 
Railway,  92_ 


Chicr.=:o  (Chikr^o)  River,  39,  88 
Children,  see  Juvenile 
Chillicothe,  na.me  of  extinct 

town  in  county,  85 
China,  16 

Chi-nre  wa  I  ndi  an  s ,  10 
claims  of,  in  Vermilion 
region,  44 
Chiropodists'  certificates,  62 
Cicott  (Shecott),  Zacharip>., 

explored  sp.lines,  45 
Cincinnati,  41 
Circuit  attorney,  112 
Circuit  court 

appeals  to,  108,  109,  211,  224, 

238,    259 
branches  of,    259 


clerk 


241 


194 


291 


appointment  of,    IIC, 

bond  and  oath,    241 

cash  book,    289 

deputy,    242 

duties   cf,    54,    241 

election  of,    241 

ex-officio  recorder, 

minutes,    255 

miscellpjicous  files, 

pro-tempore,    appointment 

cf,    241 

records  kept  by,  236-291,  242,  243 
legislation  concerning, 

123,  124 

roster  of,  132 

term  of  office,  242 
dockets 

chancery,  259,  261,  252 

common  law,  259,  263 

criminal,    259,    260 

execution,   264,    265 

judge's,    259-261 

j\iagment,  81,  264 

lien  and  satisfaction,  266 
establishment  of,  55 
fee  books  (court  costs) 

chancery,  267,  269 

common  law,  267 

criminal,  267,  268 
files 

bond,  275,  277 

cha,ncery,   238,   240,    244 

common  law,    238,   244 

criminal,  239 

execution,  246 

index  to,    236 
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(Cir-Coa) 


Circuit  court 

files  (continued) 
of  indictments  not 

true,  239,  241,  291 
mechanics'  liens,  243,  291 
miscellaneous,  291 
of  testimony,  242 
jurisdiction  and  func- 
tions, 107.  238-242 
plaintiff-defendant 

index,  236 
records 

cJ-inony,  252 
chancery,  247,  248 
connon  la.v7,  247 
confession,  247,  250 
criminal,  247,  249 
estate,  247,  248,  254 

index  to,  237 
execution,  251 
judgment  in  vacation, 
247,250 
index  to ,  236 
indictment,  256 
kept  by  clerk,  123,  124, 
242.  245 
parole,  2S0 
recognizfjice,  273 
replevin,  279 
reports  to,  239,  270- 
273,  291 
keeping  of,  245 
transcripts,  257 
record  of,  258 
Citations 

circuit   CQ-.u-t,    238, 

240,    291Liii] 
county  court,    132 
City 
See  also  ijinder  specific 
najae  of  city 
commissioners'   bonds,    77 
Civil 
cases 
See  also   Common  law  under 
Circuit  co^Jirt;    Coujv 
ty  court 
jurisdiction  in,    107, 

206.    207,    238 
^3X,    79.    100 
effect  of 

on  development  of 

comity,    74,    75 
on  county  taxes,    94^ 


Civil 

War   (continued) 

veterans'    families,   pub- 
lic assistance  for,    95 
Claims 

against Vcounty,   1-5 

'auditing  of,    104,    167 
in  drainage  proceedings,    412 
for  emergency  relief  funds, 

1,   357 
against  estates,   187,   190 

docket  of,    227 
highway 

construction  and  mainte- 

iiance  of,    15 
expense,    401 
fund,   400 
for  labor,    394 
for  sheep  damages 
affidavits   for,   341 
register  of,   342 
for  state  aid  for  schools, 

363 
for  tuition,    371 
Clark,   George  Rogers,    29,    36 

acquires  Forthv;est,    25-27 
Clark  CoiJLnty,    50,    55,    54 
boundaries  changed,    52 
establishjnent  of,    45 
Clerk 

co'inty,    see  Coionty  clerk 
of  courts,    see  under  name 

of  specific  court 
of  elciction,    appointment 

' of,    122 
tovm,    duties  of,    in  regis- 
tration of  vital   sta- 
tistics,  121 
Cleveland,   12 

Clinic,    tuberculosis,    files, 

426-428 

Coal 

companies,  mining 

operations  of,  _8£ 
deposits  in  county,  4,  5_,  6_ 
first  discovered  in  Illinois, 

88 
miners,  certificates  of 

competency,  6^ 
mining,  importance  to 

county,  87 
production,  inspector's 

report  on,  88,  89 
purchased  for  county  offices, 

88 
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(Col-Cora) 


Coles,   Edwe.rd,    activities 
of,    concerning 
salines,    47n 
Collection  of  taxes, 

see  Tax 
Collector 
county 
accounts 

with  county  treas- 
urer,   317,    319 
register  of,    32C' 
with  toT.vn  collectors, 
316 
appointment  of,    106, 
267 
bond,    268 

hocks  (lists  of  tax- 
able property), 
27,  32 
county  treasurer,  ex- 

cfficio,  106.  267 
duties  ?.nd  functions  of,  . 
105,  106,  267,  268 
journal  of  daily  collec- 
tions, 318 
receipts,  315 
records  kept  by,  268, 

315-325 
reports  to  county 

clerk,    267 
roster  of,    133,    155 
sheriff's  early  duties  as, 
105,    267 
township 

abolition  of  office,  106, 

267 
accounts  i^^ith  county  col- 
lector, 315 
bonds,  77,  120 
duties  of,  106,  267 
election  of,  106,  267 
Colliscn,  -4 
Commission 

insanity,  reports,  142 
register  of,  county 

officers',  60 
welfare,  county,  295 
Commissioner 
city,  see  City 
county 

Ijoard  of,  legislation 
establishing,  103, 
165 


Commissioner 

county  (continued) 
court 
See  also  Supervisors,  County 
bo?,rd  of 
activities  of,  55 
clerk,  102,  110 

e^.rly  appointment  of,  54 
duties  pjid  powers  of,  57, 
101,  104,  105,  114, 
m,  166 
early  e:!g>enditures  of, 

58,  59 
early  terms  of,  business 

trr-jasacted,  54-67, 
74.  75 
first  administrative  body, 

101 
members,  election  of,  53^, 

54,  102 
probate  jurisdiction 

in,  108,  110 
reports  to,  59-61 
succeeded  by  county  court, 
102,  164,  1G7 
drainage,  see  Drainage 
election,  set'  Election 
highway,  see  Highway  vinder 

Transportation 
to  locate  county  seat,  53 
compensation  of,  54,  60 
reports  of,  56,  51 
school,  sec  School 
village,  see  Village 
ComiTiittees,  county  board  of 

supervisors,  reports,  1-3, 
22,  87[xvi] 
Common  law 
See  also  Circuit  court; 
County  court 
jurisdiction  in,  1G7,  108, 
206,  338 
Complaints 

in  adoption  cases,  87,  152,  133 
in  courts,  87Lviij 

•bills  of,  238,  240 
do'fcket,  314 
before  justices,  239 
against  taxes,  1,  87 [vi] 
Conkeytown,  name  of  extinct 
town  in  county,  85 
Confession,  judgment  by,  in 

vacation,  139,  140,  247, 

250 
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Subject  Index 


(Con-Cou) 


Connecticut's  claim  on 

liorthvrest,    28,   29 
Conservator 
See  also  Estate;    Guardian; 
Insanity;   Frobate 

court 
bonds,    1S3,    192,    204 
dockets,    223,    225 
inventories,    ISS,    203 
letters,    13S,    192,    204 
oaths,    183,    192,    204 
petitions,    1S3,    192,    204 
record   (bor.ds,    Istters, 
oaths,   petitions), 
192,    204 
re-Dorts,    138,    192,    208, 
217-219 
Constables 

appointnent  of,    56,    111 
bonds  of,    77,    78,    178 
k.e^^t  by  county  clerk, 
ITS 
creation  of  office,    111 
duties  of,    112.    115 
election  of,    112 
oath  of,    178 
replevin  bonds  to,    279 
resignation,    notices 

of,    87[xviii] 
Coastructicn,    see  Bridge, 
Highway,    RoaA  ■•onder 

Transportation 
Contracicro' ,    corporations' 
requests  to  witlihold 
paynent  to,    340 
Contracts 
bridge,    394 
construction,   jail,    64 
county 

authority  to  make,    155 
building,    1,    14,    87 
courthouse   construction, 

68,    59,    70.    71 
highway' 

bids,  correspondence 

on,  4G5   •" 
construction  and 

inaintenaiiCS,  15,  394 
material,  395 
required  to  be  kept,  288 
for  local  ir.prover,onts,  394 
road,  1,  14,  87 
Conveyance,  see  Deeds; 
Kortgagc 


Cook  County,  as  part  of 
cthor  counties,  35 
Copartnership  inventory, 
appraisal,  and  sale 

record,  192,  209 
Comwallis,  General,  25 
Coroner 

bonds  of,  77,  259,  276 
creation  of  office,  113 
deputies,  260 
duties  and  powers  of.  111, 
113,  259.  260 
election  of,  115,  259 

first,  53 
fees  register,  307 
inquests 
files,  305 
procedure,  115,  259 
oath,  259 

office,  location  of,  145 
records,  305-510 
of  inquests,  305 
required  to  be  kept,  260 
roster  of,  134 
term  of  office,  259,  25 9n 
warrf^ts,  310 
stubs  of,  309 
Corporation 
Soe  also  Incorporation 
requests  of,  to  withhold 
payment?  to  con- 
tractors, 340' 
Correspondence 

coijnty  board'  s,  1 
cciinty  fa,rn  bureau,  432 
highway  engineers' ,  18 
in  old  age  assistance 
cases,  415 
of  superintendent  of 

hi^waj'-s,  394,  406 
Cost,  court,  see  Fee  bock 

under  na.-ne  of  specific 
court 
Cotton,  Robert,  early  settler,  50 
Covington  (Indiana),  62 
Coxmty  agent 

appointment  of,  57,  65 
duties  and  functions  of, 
62,  53,  65 
County  board,  see  Coirjnissicners, 
county,  board  of;  Commis- 
sioners' court,  county; 
County  court;  Super- 
visors, county  board  of 
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County  clerk 

"bonds  of,  77,  175,  276 
cp.sh  book,  88 
cre?.tion  of  office,  102, 
169,  175 
duties  and  functions  of 

in  custody  of  records,  169, 

175-179 
in  election  procedioi-e,  122, 

178,  210 
in  entering  bonds  of 

officials,  175,  178 
ex-officio  clerk 

of    board  of  revi<--v;,    105 
of  co\inty   bop,rd,    169, 

174,  179 
of  county  court,  159, 

174.  211 
of  probate  court,  110 
of  special  drainage 

districts,  294 
in  issuing  of  licenses, 

175,  179 
in  keeping  of  vital 

statistics,  121» 
175,  176,  177 
in  regard  to  public 

health,  120 
in  taaation  procedure, 
105.  130,  175 
176,  267,  253 
election  of,  175 
files,  87 
ledger.  4,  83 
minutes,  3 
oath  of,  175 
office,  location  of,  7£, 

143 
records  kept  by.  25-88 
legislation  concern- 
ing, 123 
reports 

collector's,  to,  106 
justices',  to,  87lxvii] 
to  State  Department 

of  Public  Health,  120 
roster  of,  131 
term  of  office,  175 
County  collector,  see  Collector 
County  commissioners,  see 

,Commissioners 


County  court 

acting  as  early  admini- 
strative body 
conposition  of,  102,  164. 

206 
early  sessions  of.  164 
establishment  of,  174,  205 
members 

ccmj^ensation,  164 
election  of,  164,  205 
term  of  office,  164,  205 
power  and  jurisdiction,  164, 

205 
proceedings,  2 
succeeding  county  commis- 
sioners' court,  102,  164 
supervision  over  roads  and 
bridges.  118,  237 
appeals 

to  higher  court,  132,  211 
from  lower  court,  109.  110, 

205 
clerk  of 
bond,  175 
county  clerk,  ex-officio, 

110,  169,  211 
docket,  157 

duties  of,  102,  112,  168,  211 
establishment  of  office,  102 
as  ex-officio  clerk  of 

probate  court,  110,  226 
roster  of,  131 
term  of  office,  175 
decrees,  412 
dockets 

ch?;.ttel  mortgage,  159 
clerk's,  157 
common  law,  150 
criminal,  149 
execution,  152,  154 
inheritance  tax,  178 
insanity,  151,  223 
judj-ie's,  149-151,  156 
jmlgment,  152,  153 

and  execfltion,  152 
justice"  of  the  peace,  161 
juvenils,'  156,  223 
na,t\irali2ation,  133 
of  praecipes,  158 
special  a.ssessment,  155 
of  voters,  160 
establishment  of,  109,  206 


I 
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(Cou) 


County  court  (continued) 
fee  "books  (court  costs) 
corjnon  law,  163,  165 
criminal,  164,  165 
insane  and  juvenile,  152, 

165 
files 

adoption,    67,    132,   133 
"bail  bond,   137,   166 
conrion  lav?,    87[vii],    132 
criminal,    67[vii],   137 
feaole-minded,    142,    144 
index  to,    131,    135 
insanity,    87[ix],   142 
justices',    148 
juvenile,    87,    170-172 
of  original  doc-ooents,   813 
jurisdiction  and  functions 
of,    109.    2C5-212 
in  juvenile  cases,   207 , 

2C8 
in  mothers'   pension 

cases',   123,    208,   209 
in  naturalization 

procedure,    109,    206 
loss  of,   110 
in  protate  natters,    1C9, 
206,    222 

over  sv/amp  lands,   119 
proceedings 

required   to  "be  kept,    212 
transcripts  of,   258 
records 

alimony,    14& 
tend,    167 

ccrjncn  law,   2,   135,    139 
confession,   139,   140 
criminal,   2,   138,   139 
fe3ble-ininded,   145 
insanity,   143,   192 
juvenile,   139,   173 
plaintiff-defendant 

index  to ,   212 
recognizance,*  167 
special  assessment,    134,   139 
reports,    warden's  keeping 

of,   213 
succeeded  ty  county  'board 
of  supervisors,   102 
traJiscripts  of  t^stimon;/,   147 
County  farm,    see  County  home; 
Poor;   Public  welfare; 
Relief 


County  funds,    see  Fund 
Co'onty  home 
See  also  Poor;   Public  welfare; 

Relief 
administration  of,    297 
case  history  and  death 

record  of  inmates,   421 
cash  book,   422 
county  to   establish,   166 
functions  of,    122,    397.    298 
location  of,   143 
plans  and  proposals   for,   73 
pijxchase  orders,   423 
superintendent 
bonds  of,    77 

records  kept  by,    298,    421-423 
Count;/  home  b-jreau,    see  Home 

Bureau 
County  nine   inspector,    see 
Mine  inspector 
Cc-Uity  officers,  see    Officers 
County  offices,    see  Offices 
County  orders,    see  Orders 
County  property 

bids  and  specifications  on,    63 
construction  of,    73-76 

bids  and  contracts  for,    1, 

14,    87 
control  of,   103,   104.   118.   165. 

157 
inspection  cf,  119 
insurance  on,  17 
Co^onty  seat 
first,  139 

land  Golacted  for,  60 
legislation  concerning,  53,  54 
locating  of,  55,  59,  61 
naming  of,  6£ 
sale  of  lets  for,  60,  62 
County  superintendent  of  high^savs, 
see  Highway  under  Trauis- 
portation 
County  superintendent  of  public 

welfare,  see  Public  welfare 
County  superintendent  of  schools, 

see  Schools 
County  svjveyor,  see  Surveyor 
County  treasurer,  see  TreaS'Jirer 
Coionty  warrants,  see  Warrants 
Coupons  drainage  bond  issue,  545 
Courcelles,  de,  Sieur 

as  Governor  of  New  Frsince,  1^ 
replaced  by  Prontenac,  16 
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(Cou-Dea) 


Courier  de  bois,    activi- 
ties of,    in  fur  trade, 

ii.  22 

Court,  see  Circuit;  Commis- 
sioners, county;  County; 
Probate 
Courthouse 

bell,  installation  of,  ]2_ 
bond  issue  for,  lUgn 
bricks  for,  inspection  of,  7O. 
buildings  used,  ^,  67.1  6S, 

committee,  reports  of,  J^. 
condition  during  Civil 

War,  l^ 
construction  of,  1'}-'jS 

bids  and  srriecifi- 
cations  for,  6S_ 

contracts  for,  69,  71 

expenditures  for,  70.  ][l.f  I^. 

first  considered,  ^ 

location  of,    ][0 

total  cost  of,  72 
contracts,  1J9,  1^,  lUl, 

cost  of,  lUO,  lin,  IU2 
custody  of,  118 
descrintion  and  location 
of,  I39-IH3 
destroyed  by  fire,  75 
material  specifications,  68_ 
offices  in,  IU3 
proposals  for  improvements, 

S7C>:ii] 
remodeling  of,  ]h_ 
renting  of,  for  other 

purposes,  ^1 
tax  levy  "for,  lUgn 
temporary 

construction  of,  6^ 
description  of,  cj 
when  completed,  12 
Courtrooms,  location  of,  IU3 
Cox,  Simon,  early  settler,  5I 
Crawford  County,  21,  ^ 
axea,  ^ 

loss  of,  U^ 
creation  and  bo-undaries,  35 
population,  ^^ 
Vermilion  as  part  of,  kj^ 
Creek  Indians  drove  Shawnee s 
out  of  Florida,  12 


Criminal  Cases 
See  ?lso  Circuit  court;  County 
cor.rt;  Indictment;  Pro- 
bation 
jurisdiction  in,  lOJ.,  206, 
207,  238 
Croghrji,  Colonel  Dgjiiel, 

Indijms  surrender  to,  25 
Croghan,  Colonel  George 
activities  of,  in  French- 
Indian  War,  22_ 
English  trader,  captured 
by  Kickapoos,  21 
Cumberland  valley,  23 
Cunningham,  Hezckiah 
court  sessions  held  in 
home  of,  70 
courthouse  building  sold 

to.  6l,  lli 
Currant,  John,  S8_ 

Danville,  2,  2..  ^.  6,  8,  2^, 
23.,  2i.  5k.  "^2,  U8n, 
SO,  01,  92,"2U,~q^,  lUO 
additions  to,  plats  of,  411 
as  county  se-^t,  60,  63,  8U 
election  districts,  S^ 
lots,  sale  of,  62,  6^ 
mR;;,'-ors'  bonds,  77 
na-ning  of,  6I 

Pi'-'Xikeshavf  village  once  on  site 

of,  n 
plats  of,  UU 
population  of,  8U_ 
public  buildings  in,  &3 
school  house,  land  donated 

for,  66 
surveying  of,  6^. 
taverns,  licenses  issued  for, 

66 

Township,   ]S_,    80 
population   of,    82 
road  commissioners'   record, 

tax  rate  in  I867.    25. 
Danville,   Urbina,   Bloomington, 

and  Pekin  Railroad,   21_ 
Death 
Sec  ■dso  Vital   Statistics 
accounts,    treasurer's,    3^7 
proof  of,    195 
warrants,    stubs  of,    11 
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(Deb-DoTi) 


De  bonic;  non,  see  Administrator 

Decatur,  9^ 

Declarations 

circuit  court,   29l[iii] 
county  court,  I32 
Declaration  of  intention, 
see  Naturalization 
Decree 

See  also   Orders,    court 
of  adoption,   87,    I32,   133 
in  county  court  cases,    37[vii] 
in  drainage  proce^jdings,   ^12 
in   juvenile  cases,    I7I1   172 
Dedication  deeds,    97 
Deeds 

cemetery,    92,    103 
dedication,    97 
entry  book  of,   89,    90 
executor'?,    97 
grantor— grantee  index 

to,  92,  93 
of  lands   conveyed 
to   co'onty,    60 
to  drainage  districts, 
UlU 
master's,    97.   100 
orieiiial,    9^ 
quitclaim,    97 i    99 
receiver's,    97 
'  record,    97,    9? 
recording  of,   195 
to   school  prorierty,    390Cl^] 
sheriff's,' 97,   9S,  102 
to   swamp   lands,   issued 
by  drainage 
comnissioners,    119 
tax,    97 

affidavits  for,   UO 
record,   Ul 
trustees',    97 
warranty,    97 1   101 
Defendant 

answers,    132,    238,    2U0 
and  plaintiff  index,    see 
plaintiff- defend- 
ant index 
Delaware   Indians 

l3Jids  purchased  from,    H3 
protected  Sha\-nees 

against  Creeks  and 
Seninoles,    1_2,    : 
settle  in  Yerrnilion 

region,    21 
subjugation  of,  by 
Iroquois,   12^ 


Delaware   Indians   (continued) 
in  Vermilion  region,    10_, 
lOn,    12 
Delay,   Jeremiah,    7I 
Delinquent  children,    see 
Juvenile 
Dolinouent   tpjcos,    gee  Tax 
DeLoijngcll,   lu'.  ,    French 

corarraiider  of  Detroit,    21 
DGnr.ark,    ^,    6I 

coniridcred  for  county  seat,    60 
nanio  of  extinct  town  in  coun- 

ty,    8^ 
Dentists'    certificates,    oM- 
Departr.ent  of  public  welfare, 
county,    see  Public 
"elf ore 
Dependent  children,    see 

Juvenile 
Depositions  in  circuit  court, 

239 
Deputy 

officers',    appointments 

and  oaths  of,    81 
sheriff,    see   Sheriff 
Desplaines  River,   10 
Detroit,    20,    2^,    2o 
Disbursencnts,    see  Receipts   and 

expenditures 
Distribution  of  tsixes,  sec  Tax 
Districts 

drainage,    see  Drainage 
health,    see  Health 
road,    see  Road  under 

Transportation 
school,    sec   School 
Divorce,   bills  for,   238,    2^0 
Dixon,   Robert,    rppcinted 

judge  of  election,    38 
Dockets 

court,    sec  under  name  of 

specific  court;    also 
tmdcr  title  of 
docket 
required  to  be  kept,    212,   22b 
227.  2U3,   2S6 
Doctor,    see  Physician 
Dog 

license  fund,    3^7 

tcx,   county  electorate's 

attitude  towards,    3^,   22 
Do  Ian,    Gh;aidlcr  and,   88 
Douglas,    Stephen  A.,    activities 
in  land  sooculation, 

22.  21 


Subject  Index 


-  352   - 


(Dra-Ell) 


Drainage 
See   also  Svraimp  lands 
coranissioners 

appointment  of  119,    293 

board,    119 

duties  and  powers  of, 

119,  293 
election  of,  294 
highvmy  commissioners, 
ex-officio,  119 
proceedings,  413 
records  kept  by,  294, 
412^?T4 
reports,  412 
districts 

annexation  tf  land 

to,  deeds,  414 
bond  issues 
files  of,  345 
register  of,  16 
clerk  of,  county  clerk, 
ex-officio,  294 
kinds  of,  293 
organization  of,  120,  293 
plats  of,  412 
treasurer 

accounts  with,  327,  346 
bonds,  77 

county  treasurer  ex- 
officio,  272,  294 
files,  412 
funds,  see  Fund 
record,  413 

required  to  be  kept,  294 
reports  on  condition  of, 

294 
right-of-way  releases 

and  settlements,    291 [iv] 
Durham,    Thomas 

appointed  to  inspect  brick 
for  new  courthouse,  70 
compensation  for  scrvicesT" 

70 ,  71_ 

Earnings  and  expenditures, 
see  Receipts  and 
expenditures 
Edgar  County,  2_,  21^,  50,  53 » 
54,  55,  79_ 
establishment  of,  52 
Education 
See  also  School 
administration  of,  114-116, 

279 


Education  (continued) 

evolution  of,  98,  99,  100 
funds  for,  from  sale  of 
lands,  44 
Edwards,  Ninian,  governor  of 
Illinois  Territory,  34_ 
creates  new  counties,  35 
Edv;ards  County,  Vermilion  as 

part  of,  35 
Edwardsville,  99 
treaty  of,  4T~ 
Eel  River  Indians,  38 

lands  purchased  from,  43 
Election 

abstract  of  votes,  75 
board,  appointment  of,  210 
certificates  of,  97,  98 
clerks  of 

appointnent,  54,  122 
compensation, ~9 
commissioners 

board  of,  proceedings,  2,  74 
bonds,  77 
districts,  county  divided 
into,  62_ 
duties,  county  clerk's,  122, 

178,  210 
first  in  county,  53,  54 
judges,  appointment"  of7  54, 
62_,  103 ,  122,  167 
jurisdiction  over,  167,  210, 

239 
list  of  officers  elected,  61,  80 
for  mosquito  abatement 
districts,  121 
nominations,  objections  to,  210. 
notices  of,  76 
papers,  73 
school 

candidates,  petitions  for» 

390[xi] 
papers,  3P0[vi-viii] 
poll  books,  378,  390[vJ 
special 

orders  for,  73 
for  railroad  financing,  93 
voters'  docket,  160 
Elliott,  Asa,  58,  63_,  100 

appointed  ecrTy  commissioner,  65 
early  justice,  54 
early  settler,  49 
home  of,  used  a3~courthouse,  61, 

1^ 
Ellis,  Subel,  early  settlor,  50 
Ellsworth  Coal  Company,  88 
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Elwood  Township,    78 

early   school   located  on 

site  of,    98 
population  of,    82 
residents'   petition  for 
new  tov/nsiiip,    80 
Smtarass  River,    90 
Sr.ergency  relief,    sea  Relief 
iugineers,   hit:h-,va:,s 

correspondence,    18 
English,    see  British 
Enterprise  Coal  Coinpany,    83 
Entity 
books 

of  deeds,    89,    90 
of  insturments  record- 
ed,   89 
of  lands,    91 
required  to  be  kept, 
123,    195 
Equalization  of   taxes, 

ses  Tax 
Estate 
See  also  Administrator; 
Conservator;   Executor; 
3-uardian;   Probate  court; 
Real   estate;    Vfill 
accounts,    187,    £20-232 
appraisement  of,    187-189, 
192,    209,    210,    212 
assignment  of,    187,    191 

record,    192,    193 
claims  ?^cj.nst,    137,    190 

docket  of,    227 
dockets,    230,    231 
index  to,    184-186,   237 
inventories  of,    137-189, 

192 
record,    192,    205-209, 
212 
judgments  c^ainst,   247, 

248,    254 
jurisdictions  in  admini- 
stration of,    223 
sale  of,   rrorerty,    192, 

209 
billr,,    137-139 
personal  prorerty,    192, 
212,    213 
real   estate,    192,    212 
bonds,    192,    199 
petitions,    189 


Est ray 

notices,  87Lviii1 
pound 

construction  of,  63 
keeper  appointed,  67 
record,  70 

keeping  of,  179 
Evidence 

doviosition  of,  239 
files  of,  239,  241,  291 
transcripts  of 

circuit  court,  238 
county  court,  132,  137 
Examinations,  see  Pupils; 
Teachers 
Examiner  of  the  blind 
appointment  and  duties 

of,  122 
record,  13 
Execution 

in  circuit  court,  238-240, 
246,  29l[iii] 
dockets 

circuit  court,  264,  265 
county  court,  152,  154 
of  praecipes  for,  158 
sheriff's,  295 
of  judgment,  87[vii],  257 
orders  for,  251 
praecipes  for,  239 
Executor 
See  also  Administrator; 

Estate;  Probate  court; 
Will 
accrvints,  187,  220 
bends,  187,  192,  195,  203 
deeds,  97 
docket,  225,  224 
inventories,  187,  192,  206, 

212 
letters,  187,  192,  195,  203 
oaths,  187,  192,  195,  203 
petitions,  187,  192,  195,  203 
record  (bonds,  letters,  oaths, 
petitions),  192, 

195,  2C'3 
report  record,  miscellaneous, 

192,  219 
reports,  192,  214,  216,  218, 

219 
Expenditures 
See  also  Receipts  and  ox- 

penditures 
coT.mty,  warrants,  555 
lists  of,  356 
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Expenditures  (continued) 
highway,  dociinents 

concerning,  39U 
ledger  of,  auditors',  352 
Explanatory  notes  to 

inventory,  I60,  I6I 
Extension,  chattel 

mortgage,  97,  lOU,  109 

Fairmont 

coal  mines  in,  5 
limestone  quarries  in,  89 
village,  location  of,  8^ 
Fallen  Timbers,  Battle  of, 
Wayne  defeats  India.is 
at,  2i 
Farm 
bureau 
advisor 

compensation  of,  303 
correspondence,  U32 
office,  location 

of,  1U2 
appropriations  for, 
legislation  con- 
cerning, 302,  303 
board  of  directors, 

composition  of,  302 
cash  bock,  l;3U 
ledger,  U33 
members,  card  record, 
U3I 
organization  of,  302 
purpose  of,  302 
relation  of 

to  United  States 
Department  of 
Agriculture,  303 
to  University  of 

Illinois,  College 
of  Agriculture,  3^2 
names,  register  of,  I23 
Fee  books 
court 
See  also  under  name  of 
specific  court 
recitiircd  to  be  keot, 
212,  2U3 
Feeble-minded 

documents,  87 [ix],  lU?,  lUU 
findings  and  orders,  lUU 
record,  IH5 


Fees 
See  also  Cash;  Fund; 
Receipts  and 

expenditures 
in  chancery,  receipts  for, 

238,    2U0 
coroner's,    register,    307 
county  clerk's  list  of,    SU 
jury,    accouts,    327 
paid  to   county  treasurer, 

register,    328 
probate  clerk's  register 

of,    235 
recorder's,    129 
sheriff's,    3O3,    30U 
state's  attorney's,    roDorts 

of.    272 
for  teachers'    certificates, 

368,  389 

witness 

assignment  of,  288 
record  of,  327 
unclaimed,  lists  of,  3U3 
Fence  viewers,  apnointment 

of,  56 
Ferry,  see  Transportation 
Field  notes,  surveyor's,  125.  126 
Final  papers,  see  Certificates 

under  Naturalization 
Financial 

records,  see  Accounts;  Cash; 
Fees;  Fund;  Receipts  and 
expenditures 
system  of  the  county,  IOU-IO7 
Financing  of  railroads,  93 
Fines 

justices'  reports  of,  87[xvil] 
state's  attorney's  reports  of, 

272 
Fingerprints  of  prisoners,  record 

of,  299 
indexes  to,  3OO,  3OI 
Fire  marshal,  state,  inspection 

of  county  buildings  by,  II9 
Fiscal  control,  IO6,  lOJ, 
Fithian,  U,  SU 
Fletcher,  Henry,  taught  school 

in  county,  2^ 
Florida,  12 
Ford  County,  2 

as  part  of  Vermilion  county,    81_ 
mortgaged  farms,  percentage 

of.    86 
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Foreclosure,  see  Mortgage 
Foreign  witness  affidavits, 

286 
Forfeiture  of  lands 
records,  36,  38,  39, 

323,  334 
redorjption  of,  36,  38 
justice  of  the  peace, 

reports  of,    87[xvii] 
Fort  Chartrcs,    19,    20 

r.bfluidor.ed   oy  British,    24 
Fort  Clark,    62,    90 
Fort  Dearborn  massacre,    42 
Fort  Detroit,    90 
Fort  C-age,    British 

stationed  at,    24 
Fort  Eanr.  r,    53n 

treaty  of,    59 
Fort  Karri  sr>n~XTerro  Hauto) 
ost-"blishnicnt  of,    43 
Kickc.poc    Indijnns  sign 

treaty  at,   45 
tro-'.ty  of,    terns,    45 
Fort   Lciiotte,    55 
Fort  Mcintosh,    58n 

treaty  of,    39 
Fort   St.    Louis,    19,    20,    90 
Fort  Wpync,    20,    42 

treaty  of,    43 
4  H  Club  r.cnbsrs,    card 
record  of,    437 
Founta.in  County   (India-ia.) ,    62 
Fox  Indians,    sec  S.acs  and  Fox 
Fr.c^icr5,    16,    17_,    13 
Franciscans 

acconp."-^ied  LaSrJ-lo,    18 
rivalry  of,    rath  other 
nissionoxics,    15 
Fraiiklin,   name  of  oxti.ict 
to-.vn  in  ciunty,    85 
Frazior,   Joseph,    early 
settler,   51 
Frcenont  To-.sr.ship, 

fornation  of",   T^ 
French 

aid  Ar'.crica3is,    26 
Catholics,   English 

pronise  frecdon  vf 

worship  to,    24 
clcdnu  on  V^rnilion  region, 

brsis  for,  18 
colonists  favor  A.Ti.:ricai".s 

in  Rovolutionary  V?ar,    24 
conquest  of  Indians   bj',    13_ 
encourage  Pontiac,    25 


15 


18 


French  (continued) 

exploration  of  Vermilion 
region,  14,  1£ 
first  whites,  in  Vermilion 
region,  11,  14,  21 
in  Illinois  County,  attitude 

of,  27 
and  Indian  '*far,  25 

cause  of,  22 
lose  colonies  to  British,  23 
loss  of  i:ew  ^Aforld,  22_,  23_ 
missionaries,  character  ofj 

posts  in  I'orthwest,  20 
treatment  of  Indians7~~22 
warfare  "ivith  English,  21,  22 
French,  Augustus  Ct,  77 
Frontenac,  de.  Count,  Louis 
de  Baude,  15 
appointed  governor  of  New 
France,  16 
attitude  of,  toward  Jesuits, 
favored  LaSalle,  17_ 
Fund 
See  also  Cash;  Fees;  Receipts 
and  expenditures 
bridge  supervisors,  bonds 

of,  77 
county 

appropriations   of,   by 

county  board,    167 
county  clerk's  account 

of,   4,    S3 
ledger  of,    treasurer's,    529 
treasurer's 

account   of,    327 
receipts   for,    85 
dog  license  accounts,   327 
emererency  relief,    tovmship 
claims    for,    1,   357 
hiphv^ay,    claims   against,   400 
institute,    279,    327 
motor   fuel   ta::, 
allotment  of,    398 
issuance   record,   399 
non-high-school,    327 
pension 

blind,    122_ 
mothers',    209,    327 
teachers',    reports,   382 
road,    supervisors,    bonds   of,    77 
school 

allotments,    statements   of,    359 
managonent  of  V-4 
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Fimd  (continusd) 

tuberculosis  sanitarium,  Z9d 
Fur  trade,  British  control 

of,  36 

Gnbrill,  Mires  and,  court- 
house contracts  award- 
ed to,  141 
Galena,  92_ 
Gallatin  County,  creation 

of,  55 
George  III,  issued  Proclarra- 

tion  Line  (1765),  23 
George  Township,  new  township 
formed  from  area  of,  80 
Georjotown,  98 

early  settlement,  49,  50 
election  district, 

esttblishnent  of,  62 
incorporation  of,  84 
population  in  19507~84 
Tovmship,  78 

population  of,  82 
Gerard,  I'oses,  compensation 
received  for  services/ 

72 
Gibault,  Father,  aids 

Clark,.  26 
Gilbert,  Jesse 

appointed  fence  viewer,  56 
com.pensation  for  servicesT"  62 
Gilbert,  Samuel,  ferry  and 

tavern  licenses  issued 
to,  64 
Gilbert,  to^vn  of,  becomes 
Chost  tovm,  35 
Glenburn,  tov-n.   of,  bccoiiies 
ghost  tovm,  85 
Goverrjnental  orpanizatiorT* 

of  county,  101-126 
Gowen,  Isaac,  appointed 

overseer  of  the  poor,  56 
Grand  jury,  sea  Jury 
Grand  Prairie,  S 
Grant,  Ulysses  S".,  95 
tovmship  in  county~named 
for,  79_ 
Grant  To^vnship,  3,  81 
formed  from  Ross  Town- 
ship, 79 
population  of,  82 
special  elections  for 

railroad  i'inancing,  93 
tax  rate  in  1867,  95 


Grn.ntor-grantee  index,  92, 
9Li,  195 
Grape  Creek,  6_,  _8,  50 

coal  mines  in,  68 
Great  Britian,  see  British 
Great  TTeatern  Railroad,  91 
Green  Bay,  French  mission 

first  established  at,  1^ 
Greenville,  becomes  ghost 

town,  85 
Greenvillfl  (Ohio),  treaty  of, 

58,  39,  40,  41 
Griffith,  Steven,  appointed 
early  commissioner,  65 
Guardian 
Sec  also  Conservator;  Estate; 
Minors;  Probate  court 
accounts,  220,  221 
bonds,  1^:9,  192,  195,  202 

for  sale  of  estates,  192,  199 
docket,  223,  226 
files,  189 

inventory,  189,  192,  206,  207, 

212 
letters,  189,  192,  195,  202 
oaths,  189,  192,  195,  202 
petitions,  139,  192,  195,  202 
public,  224,  225 
record  (bondp,  letters,  oaths, 

petitions),  192,  195,  202 
reports,  189 
Gulf  of  California,  l^? 
Gulf  of  Mexico,  17,  13 

Habeas  cor'pus,  wi*its  of,  239 

petitions  for,  137 
Kamilton,  Henry,  Lieutenr.nt- 
Governor  of  Detroit 
fi-:hts  for  Northwest,  25 
loses  Vincennes,  ^ 
Hamilton  County,  6_ 
Hanson,  John,  first  President  of 
the  United  States,  ^ 
Hi>j:rlson,  Tillipjn  Henry,  lOn,  45 
as  aide  to  General  'v^a^xe,  40 
established  Fort  Harrison,  42 
recomnended  leasing  of  salt 

springs,  46 
Harrison,  proposed  as  name  for 

new  county,  _82 
Harrison  Purchase,  44 

area  :and  boijuidaries  of,   43 
boundaries,   method  of 
defining,    43 
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(Haw-Ill) 


Hawkins,    Joel  B, ,    compen- 
sation for  service ,    62 
Haworth,    George 
early  settler,    51 
home  of,   used  as  court- 
house,   66,    139 
jail   contract 
awarded  to,    64 
payment  for,    65 
tavern  license  grsmted 
to,    66 
Haworth,    James 

early  elections  held 

in  home  of,    62 
early  settler,    51_ 
Haworth,    Joel,    58 
Haworth,   John,    early 
settler,  _51 
Hayes,   Rutherford  B. ,    37 
Health 

■board  of,    county,   120 
department  of,    state 
crei;, bion  of,   120 
f-anctions  of,    120,    121 
districts,    organization 
of,    120 
inspectors',   reports  on 
schools,    384 
taxes,    120 

non-resident,    court 

orders  to  pay,  335 
Heirship,  recofd  of,  192, 

205 
Henderson,  Elara,  elected 

early  justice,  77 
Hennepin,  Father  Louis, 

accompanied  LaSalle,  1£ 
Henning,  4 

location  of,  85 
Henry,  Patrick,  Governor 
of  Virginia,  impowered 
Clark  to  capture 
Northwest,  25 
Herrin,  6_ 

Higginsyille,  becomes 
ghost  town,  85 
High  schoolc,  see  School 
Highway,  see  Transportation 
Hillery,  3 
Hinrod,  becomes  ghost 

tovm,  85 
Hiram  Rose  Farm,  _8 
Hoag,  John,  50 


Home  Bureau 

cash  book,  439 
members'  card  record,  436 
minutes  of  meetings,  435 
organization  and  purpose 
of,  304 
supervisors'  reports  to 
qounty  treasurer,  438 
Hoopeston 

as  important  canning 

center,  87 
incorporated  as  city,  _84 
Hope,  village  of,  5 
Hopkins,  SaJnuel,  29 
Housing 

care  and  accessibility  of 
records,  13S-144 
projects,  establishment 
of,  211 
Howard,  Isaac  M. ,  58 
Hubbard,  Colonel  Gurdon 
S.,  69,  90 
active  in  early  growth 

of  Danville,  661 
activities  in  co^jnty,  68-70 
boiJ^'ht  salines  from  state,  48 
co'jrthouse  contract 
granted  to,  69 
payments  on^  68,  71 
moved  to  Chicago,  69 

Illini  nation 

Iroquois  hostile  to,  19^ 
Vermilion  region  as  pjirt 

of,  10,  lOn 
Illinois,  1,  3,  4,  6,  23, 

24,  32,  35,  79,  96 
acquired  title  to  salines, 

46 
admitted  to  union,  44,  45 
boundaries,  amendments  in 

act  concerning,  44 
country 

becomes  American,  26 
LaSalle  explored,  IJ^ 
as  part  of  Northwest 

Territory,  freedom 
of,  fron  Indian 
w.rfare,  ^ 
fin^mces  in  1842.  95.  96 
immigration  of  miners  to,  88 
legislation  concerning  school 
lands,  80,  81 
part  of  other  territories,  31 
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Illinois  (continuod) 
settlementr,  Indian 
attacks  upon,  _12 
Illinois  Central  Railroad 
land  grants  to,  legis- 
lation concerning,  93 
part  played  by,  in  develop- 
ment of  county,  92 
Illinois  Conmiorcc  Coninission, 
appeals  from  rulings  of, 
to  circuit  co-art,  239 
Illinois,  County  of 
establishment,  27 
Spaniards  invade,  29 
Illinois  Highway  Commission, 
correspondence  with 
road  engineers,  18 
Illinois  Intelligencer.  60 
Illinois  Land  Company,  24 
Illinois  and  Michigan 

Canal,  92 
Illinois  Rangers,  29 
Illinois  River,  10,  n,  1_5 

20,  42,  44,  54,  88,  90 
Illinois  State  Archives 

Building,  126 

Illinois  State  Historical 

Library,  124 

Illinois  State  University 

Library,  124 

Illinois  Territory 

creation  and  boundaries 
of,  33,  34 
politics,  character 
of,  34 
suf ferric,  restrictions 
in,  34,  35 
Illinois  Traction  System,  9£ 
Illinois,  University  of, 
see  University  of 
Illinois 
Incorporation 
See  also  Corporation 
articles  of,  9G,  118 
Index 

birth,  47 

chattel  mortgage,  110 

to  circuit  court  records 

and  files,  236,  237 
to  county  court  records 

and  files,  131,  135 
death,  53 
deeds,  92,  93 
to  estates,  184-186,  237 


Index  (continued) 

to  fingerprint  record,  300,  301 
grantor-grantee,  92,  93 
to  inheritance  tax  files,  176 
insanity,  141 

to  judgment  docket  (probate), 

229 
juvenile,  169 

to  liens  on  automobiles.  111 
to  marginal  releases,  106 
marriage,  59 

mortgagor-mortgagee,  105 
to  old  £ige  assistance 
applications,  418 
files,  416 
plaintiff-defendant 
circuit  court,  236 
county  co-art,  131,  136 
plat,  94,  95 
to  records  required  to  be 

kept,  178,  179,  195.  196. 
212.  226.  227,  242 
stillbirth,  47 
to  surveyor's 
notes,  403 
record.  408 
to  will  record,  196 
Indian 
See  also  under  name  of 
specific  tribe 
affairs,  administration 

of.  32,  33 
aid  Hamilton  against  Clark,  25 
allies,  British  treatment  of, 

37 
attacks  on  white  settlements, 

12 
attitude  towards  British,  22 
British  influence  over,  36 
cession  of  lands,  43 
civilization  not  changed  by 
contact  with  whites, 
13,  14 
claims  in  Ohio  River 

valley,  39 
conquest  of,  by  whites, 

factors  aiding,  13 
conversion  of,  to 

Catholicism,  14 
emigration  to  Vermilion 
region,  IJ^,  1^ 
friendly  to  Clark,  26 
hostility  of 

in  Illinois  County,  27 
retards  settlement  of 

county,  1 


Su"bject  Index 


-  359  - 


(Ind-Iro) 


Indian  (continued) 
lends 

American  acquisition 

of  title  to,  43 
Crawford  area  part 
of,  35 
Ohio  valley  reserved 

for,  23 
power  in  Northv/est 

■broken,  42 
uprisings,  effect  of, 

on  Illinois  country, 
42,  43 
in  Vermilion  Coimty,  10-14 

activities  of,  11_ 
villages,  whites  destroy, 

57 
War,  French  and,  22 
warfare  against  v.'hites, 
36-44 
Wars,  100 
Indiana,  2_,   _3,  23,  31_,  36, 
44,  50,  53,  96 
settlements,  Indian 
attacks  upon,  _12 
Indiana  Territory,  46 
establishment  of,  32 
government,  legislation 

liberalises,  34 
Illinois  as  part  cf,  _31^ 
William  H,  Harrison, 

first  governor  of,  32 
Indianapolis  (Indiana),  60 
Inciianoia,  50,  84 
Indictments,  criminal 

original,  137,  239,  29l[xi] 
not  true,  circuit  court, 

239,  241,  291 
record  (circuit  court),  256 
Indigent  persons,  care  cf, 

166,  168 
Industry,  first  in  county,  48 
Inheritance  tax 
docket,  178 
files,  175 

index  to,  176 
receipts,  336 
record,  177 
register,  337 
Injunction  "bonds,  277 
Inquests 
files,  305 

procedure  in,  115,  115n,  259 
records,  260,  306 


Insanity 
See  also  Conservator 
docket,  151,  223 
fees  register,  162,  165 
index,  141 

jurisdiction  in,  207 
papers,  87Cix],  142 
record,  143,  192 
Inspector,  mine,  see  Mine 
inspector 
Institute 

attendance  record,  360 
fund 

accounts,  327 
management  of,  279 
Instructions  to  jury,  see  Jury 
Instraments  required  to  be 

kept  by  recorder,  116, 

195,  196 
Insurance  policies  on  county 

property,  17 
Intention,  declaration  of, 

see  Naturalization 
Internal  Revenue  Service 

reports,  425 
Inventory 

administrators',  187,  192, 
206,  212 
conservators',  188 
of  estates,  187-189 

record,  192,  206-209,  212 
executors',  187,  192,  206, 

212 
guardians',  189,  192,  206, 

207,  212 
of  personal  effects  of 

deceased,  306,  308 
Investigation  reports 

in  adoption  cases,  87,  132, 

133 
committees,  on  relief 

applications,  22 
juvenile  cases,  87,  170-172 
old  age  assistance,  415,  419 
Iroquois  County,  2,    53 
as  ppjt  of  Vermilion 

County,  81_ 
Iroquois  Indians 

claims  in  Mississip'oi 
River  valley,  1_9 
friendly  to  English  and 

Dutch,  19 
hostile  to  French,  19_ 
warlike  character  of,  12_ 
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Jackson  County,    6_ 
Jail,    county 
See  also  Prisoners 
condition  during  Civil 

War,    75 
construction  of,    63, 
74-76 
cost  of,    66 
specifications   for,    63 
custody  of,    118,    255 
legislation  concernin(^,    64_ 
location  of,    76,    143 
reports   on  condition 

of,    239,    273,    291 
superintendent  of, 

appointed  by  sheriff, 
255 
Jamaica   Tovmship,    84 
formation  of,    80 
population  of,    82 
Jamesburg  drainage  district, 
cancelled  coupons  and 
bonds   of,    345 
Japan,    16 

Jefferson,    Thomas,   41 
Jesuits 

favored  by  Jolliet,    16 
LaSalle's  attitude 

towards,  17 
rivalry  of,  with  other 
missionaries,  15 
Johnson,  Esau,  59 
Johnson,  Henry, "T"8 

appointed  overseer  of 

the  poor,  56 
early  settler,  4^  50 
Johnson  County,  creation 
of,  35_ 
Jolliet,  Louis,  18 
explorations  of,  15 
and  Father  Karquotte 
discover  the 
Mississippi,  16 
his  views  on  discovery  of 

Ohio  River,  17_ 
Jordan  (Jordon),  John,  59 

early  settler,    49 
Journal  """ 

Soo  also  Ledger 
collector's,   318 
Judges 

circuit,   107,    108,    109, 
23  9,  "^0 


Judges    (continued) 
county 

election  of,    109,   205 
as  justice  of  the 

peace,    109 
oath,    205 

roster  of,    128,    129 
salary  of,    lc4,    205 
tern  of  office,    164,    205 
dockets 

circuit  court,  259-261 
county  court,  149-151, 

156,  223 

probate  court,  223,  225 

of  election,  appointment, 

54_,  62_,  103,  122,  167 
probate 

appointment  of,    59,    108,    222 
duties,    54^,    223,    224,    225 
records   kept  by,    lefris- 

lation  concerning,  123 
salary  of,  223 
terr.;  of  office,  223 
Judgment 

by  confession,  record,  139, 

140,  250 
dockets 

circuit  court,    81,    264 
county  court,    152,    153 
probate   court,    192,    228 
index  to,    229 
against  estates,    247,    ?48, 

254 
and  execution  dockets,    152 
transcripts   of,    257 
Judicial 

circuits,    100,    110 
system  in  county,    107-110 
Jurors 

certificates,    see   Jury 
register  of,    168,    275 
Jury 

certificates 

cancelled,    333,    334 
receipts   for,   348 
stubs   of,    8 
coroner's,    113,    259 

verdict?,  113 
demands  for,  253 
foes,  record  of,  327 
grand 

early  selection  of,  55 
reports,  239,  273,  29T  ' 
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Jury  (continued) 

instructions  to,  1?2, 
137,  238-240 
lists 

co'onty  board  of 

supervisors',  2,  24 
kept  by  county  clerk, 
_169,  179 
petit,  87[xi] 
record?.,  keeping  of,  ^43 
venires,  132',  137,  274 
verdicts,  87[vii],  132, 

142,  188,  238,  239 
r;ar rants,  310 
stubs  of,  309 
Justice 

administration  of, 

107-114 
of  the  peace 

anpeals  from,  108,  109, 
110,  307 
axipointment  of,  107,  108 
bonds,  77,  78 

statutory  requir..ments 
governing,  178 
complaints  before,  239 
county  judge  as,  109 
docket,  161 
as  early  admini- 
strative officer, 
102,  164 
election  of,  54,  108 
on  basis  of  poTiu- 
lation,  109 
files,  148 
functions  of,  54 
jurisdiction  of,  108, 
109 
to  keep  records,  111 
cath,  178 
reports  of  fines, 

87[xvii] 
resignations,  notices 
of,  87[xviii] 
term  of  ofice,  164 
tranccripts,  148,  257 
record  of,  258 
Supreme  Court,  required 
to  hold  circuit 
court,  107,  108, 
238 
Juvenile 
Se'?  also  Adoption';  Minors; 
Pension,  mother's 


Juvenil3  (continued) 

delinquency  and  dependency 

cases 
docket,  155,  223 
fees,  register,  162,  165 
files,  87.  170-172 
index  to,  169 
jurisdiction  in,  207, 

208,  506,  507 
records,  159,  173 
home 

establishment  of,  306. 

303 
legislation  authorizing, 

307 
location  of,  143 
maintenance  of,  tax  levy 

for,  507 
management  of,  507 
register  of  inmates,  440 
superintendent  of 
duties,  307 
reports  to  county 

board,  307 
probation  officer,  see  Probation 
truancy,  see  Truancy 

Kaennekuck,  Indian  preacher,  21 

KarJcakee,  29 

Kankakee  River,  54 

Xfunsas  and  Sidell  Railroad,  92 

Kuskaskia,  25 

American  courts  first 

established  in,  27 
a,s  capital 

of  Illinois  coiintry,  24 
of  Illinois  Territory,  34 
Clark  captures,  26 
Kaskaskia  Indians,  lOn 

member  of,  murdered  Pontiac,  25 
treat  with  Putnam,  38 
Kelleyville,  50 
Kelly,  Michael,  88 
Kentucky,  26,  34,  36,  55,  96 
settlements,  Indian  attacks 
upon,  1^ 
Kesis,  Chief,  signer  of  Green- 
ville and  Vincennes  peace 
treaties,  38 
Kickapoo  Indians 

attacks  on  white  settle-t 

ments,  12 
attitude  of 

towards  missionaries,  21 
toward  whites,  21_ 
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Kickapoo  Indians    (continued) 
Croghan  captured  by,    25_ 
fight  Spaniards,    29 
grant  lands   to  Shavmees, 

40 
hostility  cf,    tovmrds 

Piankeshavn,    21,    22_ 
lands  purchased  from,   43_ 
molested  by  Sioux,    11_ 
settle   in  Verr.ilion 

region,    10,    11 
treat  vd.tli  Putnam, "oS 
■warlike   character 

of,    12 
Kirkpatrick,    John,   W 
compensation  received 
for  seirvices,    60 
Kiskapoceke   Indians, 
Tecumseh  chief 

of,    12 
Knox  County,   32 
establishment  and 

area   of,    31 
(Territorial), 

Vermilion  region 
as  part  of,  33 

La cock,  Dudley,  88 
La  Fayette,  91_ 
La  Fnyette  and  Bloomington 
Railroad,  financing 
cf,  elections  for, 
93_ 
Lake  Erie,  22,  29 
Lake  cf  Illinois,  pes  Lake 

Michigan 
Lake  i^ichigan,  15_,  20,  29, 

44 
once  called  Illinois 
Lake,  16 
Ltike  Ontario,  15 
Lake  Superior,  40 

explored  by  Jolliot,  15 
Lake  Vermilion,  area  and 
use  of,  4 
Lamb,  John,  58 
Lamon,  Ward  rTTll,  100 
law  partner  of 
Lincoln,  96 
La  Kotte  Creek,  35 
Land 
See  also  Lots 
companies  established 

in  Northwest,  24 


Land  (continued) 

derated  for  county  s^at,  59_ 
grants  for  railroad 

construction,  92_ 
patents,  91 

sale  of,  use  of  funds  from,  99_ 
salt,  sale  record,  42 
school 

leases  on,  390[ix] 
sale  of,  114,  278 

petitions  for,  362,  390[ix] 
record  of,  362 
transfer  of  title,  81_ 
use  of  proceeds  from,  81_ 
speculators,  activities  of, 

92_,  93_ 
sv(-amp,  see  Swamp 
taxes  on,  see  Tax 
La  Salle,  de,  Rene  Robert 
Cavelier,  Sieur 
activities  of,  17,  16 
character  of,  16 
oarly  French  explorer,  1^ 
explorations  of,  in  Vermilion 

reeion,  16 
]&   Salle  County,  19,  300 
Latter  Day  Saints"~0.iormons),  100 
Leases  on  school  lands,  390[ixJ 
Ledger 
See  also  Journal 
auditor's 

of  appropriations,  351 
of  county  funds,  352 
county  clerk's,  4,  83 
county  farm  bureau,  433 
of  emergency  relief 

appropriations,  5 
estate,  220-222 
highway  construction,  395 
of  office  sunplies  purchased, 

354 
treasurer's,    329 
of  tuberculosis   sanitarium 
board,    430 
Leo,    (joneral  Robert   S.,    95 . 
Leesburg,    becomes   ghost  tov.Ti,    85_ 
Letters   of  appointment  in 

probate,    see   under  title 
of  appointee 
Levee,    see   Drainage;   Sv;amp 

land 
Levy 
See  also   Tax 
certificates   of,    97,    112,    114, 

115,    238,    29l[viii] 
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Lexington  (Kentacky),  46 
License 
See  also  Certificate 
dog,  fund,  327 
ferry,  issuing  of,  179 
liquor,  applications,  72 
marriage,  57 

affidavits  for,  57 
87[i] 
applications  for,  56 
issuing  of,  177 
register  of,  58 
index  to,  59 
poYJor  to  grant,  166 
professional,  see  ujider 
name  of  profession 
tavern,  issuing  of,  179 
Liens 
See  also  Mortgage 
on  automobiles,  97, 

104,  109 
index  to  (109),  111 
mechanic's,  243,  291 
satisfaction  of,  docket, 

266 
Light ,  Jolin 

appointed  constable,  56 
compensation  received 

for  services,  62 
early  settler,  49 
Limestone  depiosits  in 
county,  2. 
Lincoln,  Abraham,  93 

challenged  to  duel,  _96_ 
Lincoln,  proposed  as 
name  for  new 

county,  82 
Liquor 

licenses,  applications, 

72 
sale  of  rates,  _66 
Little  Turtle,  Chief, 

repudiates  Indian 
treaty  v/ith  St. 

Clair,  38n 
Little  Vermilion  River,  see 

Vermilion  River,  Little 
Livestock 

acreage  used  for,  8_ 
animal  husbandry, 

statistics,  87 


Livestock  (continued) 
e stray 

notices,  87[viii] 
records,  70 
marks  and  brands,  71,  88[ii] 
stallion 

certificates,  69,  87 
record,  124 
total  value  of,  in  1866 
and  1935,  S7 
Livingston  County,  percentage 

of  mortgaged  farms  in,  8£ 
Lord  Dunsmore  War,  40 
Lonard,  Peter  R. ,  88 
Lords  of  Trade,  24 
Lots 
See  aj-so  Land 
Danville,  oayments  on,  53 
sale  cf,  60 

in  Danville,  61_,  65 
Love,  Judge,  I.  A.,  township 
named  for,  80 
Love  Township,  84 
formation  of,  80 
population  of,  82 
Louis  XIV,  17 
Louisiana,  _29 

country,  Spanish  control,  27_ 
Vermilion  as  part  of,  1_9 
Louisiana  Purchase,  31 
Louisiana,  State  BanJc  of,  £6 
Louisville  (Kentucky),  48 
Lowery,  William,  early 

settler,  49 
Loyalty,  pledges  of,  290 
Luddington,  Harry,  _52 
Luddington,  Karvey,  early 

settler,  49 
Lunacy,  see  Insanity 
Lyon,  considered  as  name  for 

Grant  Tovmship,  79 
Lyons,  Jothan,  early  settler, 

49 

McClure,  J:Jne3,  58,  62 

appointed  commissioner,  65^ 
appointed  overseer  of  the 
poor,  56 

McDonald,  Alexander,  51,  58 
early  settler,  50 

hIcDonald  Neighborhood,  50 
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LIcKer.dree  Township,  84 
I'crmr.tion  of,  80 
population  of,  82 
McKifben,  Thonas,  construc- 
tion of  jail  by,  74 
McLopjisboro,  5,  6 
IficRoborts,  Samuel,,  bought 

salines  from  state,  4S 
Madison  Academy,  state 

control  of,  99 
Madison  County 
creation  of,  35 
Vermilion  as  part 

of,  55 
Malsby,  John,  early 

settlor,  51 
MrJiitoulin  Islands,  16 
McJitoux  tests,  tubercu- 
losis spjiit.arium, 
record  of,  426 
Maps 
See  also  Flats 
index  to,  196 
recordation  of,  117 
school  district,  45 
Marietta  (Ohio),  37 
capital  of  Northwest 
Territory,  31 
Marks  and  brands,  71, 
BSCii] 
Marque  t  te ,  Fathe r 

Jacques,  15,  18 
end  Jolliett,  discovery 
of  Mississippi 
River  by,  16 
Marriage,  see  Vital 

statistics 
Martin,  Aaanda  Hev/itt,  50 
Martin,  Charles,  first 

constable,  55,  57 
Martin,  Dr.  Jranklin,  50 
Martin,  Henry,  59 

early  settler,  50 
Maryland's  claims  on  North- 
west, 28 
I'ascoutin  IndiaJis 

Croghan  cei,ptured  by,  25 
relation  of,  to  Kick- 

apoos,  1^ 
settle  on  Wabash  Hiver, 

n 

treat  with  Putnam,  38 
Massachusetts  land  claims, 

28 


Mas  te  r-i  n-chancery 
bonds  of,  276 
certificates 

redemption,  97,  113,  114, 

116,  117 
sale,  97,  113,  114,  115 
deeds.  97,  100 
reports,  270,  291 
Maumee  River,  20,  37 

Indians  defeated  at,  39 
Mayors'  (Danville)  bonds,  77 
Mechpjiics'  lien  files,  243,  291 
Membre,  Father  Zenobe,  ac- 
companied LaSallo,  18 
Mercer  County  (Ohio),  37 
Merrill,  Guy,  elected  county 

judge,  77 
Mexican  War,  100 
Mexico,  1^ 
Meyers,  Elijah,  courthouse 

contractor,  141 
Miami  Indians,  20 

lands  purchased  from,  43 
Pottowatomies  encroach  on 

lands  of,  11 
Shawnee s  encroach  on  lands 

of,  40 
in  treaty  with  St.  Clair,  58n 
treaties  \n.th,  for  cession  of 

lands,  43 
in  Vermilion  region,  10,  11 
Miami  River,  42 
Kichigamea  Indians,  lOn 
Michigan,  23,  31 
Middle  Fork,  2,  38,  45 
Township,  78 

changes  in  area,  79 
population,  82 
Military  Tract,  90 
Militia,  see  Soldiers 
Mill,  first  built,  51 
Mills,  John 

appointed  fence  viewer,  56 
early  settlor,  51 
Milton,  proposed  as  name  for 

new  county,  82 
Mine 

inspector 
county 

appointment  of,  309 
county  surveyor,  ex-officio, 

309 
office,  location  of,  144 
relation  of,  to  state,  309 
reports  of,  441 
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i-Iine 

inspector  (continned) 
state,    apnointnent 

of.  221 

record,  122 
Miners' 

certificates,  applications 

for,  6S 
examining  board,  renorts, 
23.  87 [xv] 
Mining  Board,  State, 

creation  of,  3C*9 
Minnesota,  31 

Minnesota  Territory,  forcing 

of,  ^ 
Minors 
See  also  G-uardian;  Juvenile 
estates,  index  to,  I85 
naturalization  of,  182, 
283,  2SU 
Minutes 
See  also  P roceedings 
board  of  review,  3^3 
clerk's,  county  board 
of  supervisors,  3 
county  home  bureau,  U35 
teachers'  meetings,  370 
Mires  and  Gabrill,  court- 
■    house  contracts  award- 
ed to,  lUl 
Mississip-oi  River,  1_,  2_,  10^, 

n,  16,  17.  12,  20,  27. 

29.  29, ^."li,  51,  2i 

valley,  dispute  over 

possession  of,  I9 
Missouri  River,  lb 
Missouri i  State 

Bank  of,  2^. 
Mittimus  writs,  137 
Moingwena  Indians,  lOn^ 
Monroe,  James,  Vermilion 

Salines  boundaries  pro- 
claimed by,  U7n 
Monroe,  tovm  of,  becomes 

ghost  tov/n,  85 
Montreal,  V^,    1^ 
Moores,  Isaac,  ^8 

jgjpointed  fence  viewer,  pG 
Morgan,  Achilles,  ^,  100 

early  county  commissioner,  ^, 

early  settler,  50 
Morgan,  Mary,  ^ 


Morgan,  William,  ap'oointed  to 
locate  county  seat, 

Morgan's  Place,  50 
Mortgage 
See  also  Liens 
chat  t  el 

docket,  159 

extensions,  97,  lOU,  109 
index,  110 
original,  96,  108 
record,  97,  lOU,  IO9 
releases,  108 
uncalled  for,  96 
farm,  st'dtistics,  86^ 
real  estate 

held  by  school  districts, 

390[xiii] 
original,  96 
record,  §7,  lOU 

index  to  (lOU),  10 5 
releases,  97,  lOU,  107 
marginal,  lOU 
index  to,  I06 
recording  of,  195 
Mortgagor-mortgagee  index,  IO5 
Mosquito  abaton^.cnt  districts, 

organization  of,  120 
Mothers'  pension,  sec  Pension 
Motions  for  nei?  trial,  132, 
137,  238,  239, 

291  [v] 
Motor  fuel  tax 

allotment  ledger,  39^ 
funds 

issued  from,  399 
reports,  ^05 
Motor  vehicle,  see  Automobile 
Mound  Builders,  10 
Muncic  village,  location  of,  8U 
Mundell  (Munnell),  Snmuel,  50 
aptjointcd  fence  \'ieT7er,  5" 
Murphy,  John,  68,  1^,  ]>0 

anpointcd  covinty  agent,  Jl_ 
Muskingum  River,  38^^ 
Myers,  John  (Injun  John),  early 

settler,  5^ 
Kyersville,  torm  of,  becomes 
ghost  town,  8*3 

Names  of  farms,  register,  123 
Natural i  z  at  i  0 n 

certificates  (final  papers) 
circuit  court,  28U,  285 
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Naturalization 

certificates  (continued) 
county  court,  179,  181, 

182 
court  orders  for,  r-9l[vij 
declaration  of  intention 
circuit  court,  281-283 
county  court,  17S,  180 
docket,  county  court, 
183 
jurisdiction  over,  107, 

T09 
loss  of,  110 
minors',  18^7~283,  284 
oaths 

circuit  court,  283-285 
county  court,  179,  132 
petitions 

circuit  court,  283-255 
county  court,  179,  182 
records  required  to  be 

kept,  212,  243 
soldiers;  182,  283-235 
Nelson  County  (Kentucky), 

50 
"ewell,  James,  early  ^ 
comaissicner,  65 
Newell  To'flnship,  98 
onco  called  Richland, 

78 
population  of,  8?~ 
Ne-.v  France,  see  Canada 
New  Orleans,  18,  19 

Southern  Bank  of,  96 
Few  York  Central  RaiT^ 

road,  92_ 
New  York,  Chicago  and 
St.  Louis  Railroad, 
£2_ 
New  York,  State  of,  19_,  3£, 

lend  claims  of,  23 
Nicollet,  Jean,  early 

French  explorer,  15 
Nominations,  see  ElectTon 
Kon-hif;h  school,  see  School 
North  Arm  ''Prairie,  46,  47 
North  Carolina,  23,"Tl,T5 
Northern  Cross  Railroad,  91 
North  Fork,  2,   4,  52,  56_,~bb 
Piankeshaw  viTlagc 

located  on,  11 
Tovmship,  name  changod 
to  Res'?,  78 


North^vcst 

acquired  by  French,  16 
Atlantic  staten'  claims 

on,  2B_  ■ 
British  loss  of,  £5-27_ 
capital  of,  24_ 
conditions  in,  27 
fur  trade,  English  fight 
French  for,  19»  20 
gcveniment,  24 
Indians  aid  British  in 

fight  for,  24_  . 
Pontiac  conspires  to 

reclaim,    25 
settlement  of,    British 

plans  for,  25 
settlers,  origin  of,  23 
Territory 

establishment  of,    30-32 
governinent  of,    32 
states   formed  out"  cf,   31 
War  of  1812  aids   settlement 

of,  42^ 
Notary  public  records,  kept 

by  county  clerk,  179 
Notices 

estray,  87[viii] 

of  publication,  152,  287 

resignation,    of  toi\Taship 

officers,   87txviii3 
tax  purchase,    ^C,    291 [x] 
Nurses'    oertifioat-Js,    62,    66,    87 

0aV~7ood 

loc-.tion.  of,    85 
Toyr.irhip,    3 

fcrr.v-.tion  cf,  SO 
population,  t^2 
Oath 

citizenship,  f.  e  'laturalizition 
of  county  cffr-f  ••:■,  K'3e 

Ci^TV.t^.-s,  county 
entered  by  county  o-'ji-k,  175 
kept  by  circuit  v'^'.vi,.  241, 

of  probate  appoint'-^e?,  pce 

urder  title  of  sopointco 
Objections  to  taxes,  sec  ?o.x 
Officer 
county 

accounts,  examination  cf,  168 
appointment  of,  56 
coirrdssions,  register  of,  60 
first  election  for,  53,  54 
oaths,  62,  178,  241 
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Officer 

county  (continued) 

reports,  2,  3,  19,  87Lxiv] 
roster  of,  127-138 
probation,  see  Probation 
school,  lists  of,  386 
to  vm  ship 

appointment  of,  56 
elected,  lists  of, 
61,  80 
Offices,  county 

location  and  descrip- 
tion of,  145.  144 
sutjplies 

ledger  of,  354 
vouchers  issued  for, 
353 
Officials,  county 
bonds  of,  276 
reports  to  auditor,  358 
Ogden,  James,  early 

settler,  50 
Ohio,  12,  23,  29,  31,  36, 
44,  98 
early  Vermilion  settlers 
from,  52 
Ohio  Land  Company,  _37 
Ohio  Hivor,  1,  2,  11,  16, 

22,  24,  25,  SO,  37, 
42,  46,  48,  92 
La  Salle  explored,  17 
valley,  English  bar 

colonist  from,  23^ 
Ohio  Territory,  31 
formation  of,  32 
Old  age  assistance 
See  also  Pension;  Public 
welfo,re;  Relief 
adninistration  of,  122 
applications  for,  417 
index  to,  418 
register  of,  420 
case  histories,  415 

index  to,  416 
investigation  reports, 
415,  419 
office,  location  of,  143 
statistics,  419 
Old  Salt  Works,  see  Vermilion 

Salines 
O'Neal,  James,  early 
settler,  50 
O'Neal,  Thomas,  62 

appointed  fence  viev/er,  &5 
early  settler,  50 


Optometrists'  certificates,  62 
Orders 

coroner's  jury,  310 
county 
See  also  Vouchers;  Warrants 
cancelled,  6,  7,  332,  334 
lists  of,  347 
receipts  for,  348 
for  emergency  relief, 
344 
to  purchase  county  home 

supplies,  423 
register  of,  county  clerk's, 
6,  169,  179 
court 
See  also  Decree 
chancery,  238,  240,  247,  248 
for  commitment  of  insane, 

142,  :43,  193 
common  law,  2,  132,  135, 

139,  238,  247,  29l[iii] 
criminal,  2,  138,  139,  239, 

247,  249 
in  drainage  proceedings,  412 
in  feeble-minded  cases, 

144,  145 
inheritance  tax,  336 
in  juvenile  cases,  87,  170 
in  naturalization  cases, 
291Lvi] 
probate,  to  pay  non- 
resident heirs,  335 
of  reversal,  240 
Ordinance  of  1785,  stipulations 
concerning  school  lands, 
30,  _81 
Ordinance  of  1787,  30,  44 
organization  of  Illinois 

Territory  based  on,  34 
stipulations  in,  31 
Organization 

of  drainage  districts,  120, 

293.  294 
mosquito  abatement,  120 
township,  committee  reports 

on,  87[xvi] 
Osteopa,ths'  certificates,  62 
Ottawa  (Lc.  Sr.llc  County.),  300   ^ 
Ottawa  Indians 

claims  of,  in  Vermilion 
region,  44 
Pontile,  chief  of,  25 
Ottawa  Road,  90 
Outer  Bloomington  moraine,  _3,  4 
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Oversoor  of  the  poor, 

soe  Poor 

Pacific  Ocean,  17_ 
Palestine,  49,  50_ 
as  Crawford  County 
seat,  35 
Palmer,  Elias  P.,  ac"tivo 
in  early  county 
development,  84 
Palmer,  Horman  D.,  brick 

manufacturer,  70 
Paris 

chcscn  county  scat 

for  Edgar  County,  52 
surveying  and  plattjng 
of,  55_ 
Peris,  treaty  of,  soe 

Treaty  of  Paris 
Parke,  Benjamin,  land 
commissioner  signs 
treaty  with 
Indians,  45 
Parmer,  James,  court- 
house building 
sold  to,  140 
Parole 
Soe  also  Probation 
discharge  under, 

applications  for, 

280 

Partnership  agreements, 

88[iii] 
Patents,    land,    91 
Patten  (Patten)   Township, 
once  named  Prairie 
City,    79 
Pauper,    soe   Poor;    ReTiof 
Paxton  moraine,    3 
Payroll 

receipts,    350 
sheriff's,   vouchors,    302 
Peace  of  Paris,    see   Treaty 

of  Paris 
Pearson,  John,  courthouse 

building  sold  to,    140 
Pcllsvillri,    town  of, 
becomes   ghost 
town,    85 
Pennsylvania,    12, "T3,   44,    S5 
cedes   land  to  ConncctTcut, 

29 


Pension 
Soe  also  Old  age  assistance; 
Public  welfare;  P.eli'if 
blind 

applications,  12 

investipations,  122 
appropriations  for,  122 
examination  record,  13 
Jurisdiction  in,  122 
warrants,  stubs  of,  10 
mothers ' 
Soo  also  Juvenile 
accounts,  327 
applications  for,  122,  209 
documents,  174 
fund,  source  of,  209,  327 
jurisdiction  in,  122,  208 
probation  officer,  see 

Probation 
procedure,  209 
warrants,  stubs  of,  9 
teachers',  reports,  382 
People's  cases,  sea  Criminal 
under  Circuit  court. 
County  court 
Peoria  and  Eastern  Railroad,  92 
Peoria  Indians,  lOn 
Perrot,  Nicholas,  15 
Personal  property 

assessments  of,  see  Tax 
in  county,  total  value  of 

in  1853,  96 
taxes,  see  Tax 
Pete,  Adam,  borrowed  from  county 

funds,  94 
Peter  (Peters),  Zachariah, 
appointed  to  locate 
county  ssat,  59,  60 
Petit  jury,  see  Jury 
Petitions 

for  adoption,  87,  132,  133 
for  appointtiont 

of  deputy  sheriffs,  291 [vii] 
in  probate,  see  under  title 
of  appointee 
for  candidates  to  non-high 

school  board,  390[xi] 
to  circuit  court,  240 
for  citieenship,  see 

Naturalization 
to  county  board,  1,2 
to  county  court,  132,  137 
in  drainage  proceedings,  120, 

293,  412 
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Petitions   (continued) 
election,    73 
in  justice  cf   the  pe.i.ce 

cr.scs,    148 
in  juvenile   cases,    87, 
170-'172 
for  orgpjii'^r.tion  of 

mosQuito  districts, 
120 
for  reor-;-oj'iis?-tion  cf 
school  districts, 
390 [x] 
for  scle 

of   re-^,1   osteite,    189 
of   school   lands,    362, 
390[ix] 
for   spsci.-l   assess- 
ments,   67[xix] 
Pettijohn,    Andrew,    court- 
house contrc.ctr. 
.?,wardcd   to,   71 
Phelps,   Joel,   §8 
chosen  to   lcc?,tc 

county   scp.t,    53,    56 
Philadelphia,    30,    31 
Physicians 

certificates   (li- 
censes) ,    62 
register,    53 
Piaiikeshaw  Indians 

assisted  hy  Delaware s 
in  wars  agc.inst 
Kickapoos,    10,    13 
Croghan' s  visit  to, 

time  of,    25 
English   alienate,    fro::i 

French,  22 
first  in  Vornilion 

region,   21 
Pottov/atonies   encroach 

on  l:uids  of,    11 
treaty  v;ith  Putnrr.,    33 
in  Vernilion  region,    10 
villages,    location  of, 

11,    20 
PiarJceshav;  River,    see 

Vernilion  Rivsr 
Piankesh:..w  village,    60 
Pilot  Grove,    52 
n.ar;.ing  of,    43 
Pilot  Tovrnsliip,    73,    80 
population  of,    82 


Plaintiff"def endaiit  index 
circuit  court,    236 

keeping  of,    242 
county  court,   keeping 

of,    212 
Planer  Sanitariui.-i   (Ottav/a, 

La  Salic  County).    3'jO 
Pl.ans  for   state  aid  highways, 

3S3 
Plat 
Sec   also  Maps 
books  of   surveys,    123 
of  Danville 

additions,    411 
subdivisi'^ns,    44 
of   drainage  districts,    412 
indexes,    94,    95 
recording  of,    117 
road,    1,    2,    87,    125,    126,    392 
of   school 

districts,    46,    390[xii] 
Icands,    552 
surveyors' ,   40^^ 
of  Vermilion  County,    97,    126 
Pleas,    common  law,    132,    238 
Pledges  of  loyalty,    290 
Point  Pleasant,    Battle  of,    40 
Police  magistrates 
bonds,    77,    78 
resignation,    notices  of, 

37[xviii] 
Poll  books,    see  Election 
Pontiac,    Chief,    40 

attempt  of,    to   conquer 

British,    25 
murder  of,    25 
Poor 
See  also  County  home;   Public 
vi/elfare;   Relief 
care  of,    103 
overseer  of,    appointment, 

56,    166 
Pope,    Nathaniel 

governor  pro-tern  of  Illinois 

Territory,    33 
presents  petition  nf  Illin.^is 
for   statehood,    44 
Potomac  village,    location  of,    85 
Pottov/atomie  Indians,    15 

attacks  on  white   settlements,    12 
attitude  of,    toward  French  r^id 
British,    21 
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Pottowatoraie  Indians  (continued) 
cede  lands  to  United 

States,  44 
claims  in  Vermilion 

country,  44 
grant  lainds  to 

Shawnee s,  40 
hostility  of,  toward 

Piankcshavjs, 
21,  23 
and  Kickapoos,  control 
salt  springs,  41 
land  purchased  frorr.,  43 
molested  by  Sioux,  11 
treat  with  P\.itnji.m,  38 
treaties  with,  for 

cession  oT  iDjids,  43 
in  Vermilion  region,  10 
Pottsville,  5 
Pcurre,  Don  Stigcnie, 

commojided  Spcjiiards,  29 
Power  of  attorney,  37[xiii],  06 
Praecipe 

in  circuit  court,  259 
in  county  co\irt,  132 
d;cket,  158 
Prairie,  proposed  s.3  name 
for  new  county,  82 
Prairie  City  Tov/nship, 

establishment  of,  79 
Prcvo,  Samuel,  53 

ch'^'sen  to  locate  county 
seat,  53,  56 
Primnry  clecticns,  sec 

Election 
Prisoners,  co-jnty 
Sea  also  Jail 
discharge  of,  ju;_o  Prvrolc; 

Probation 
fingerprint  rec:rd,  299 

indi^xes  to,  300,  301 
record,  card,  297 
register,  298 

keeping  of,  256 
reports  on  condition 

of,  239,  273,  291 
warden' s  receipts  for. 


),    245 


lie,    sc 


3,alc 


Privr'.te   sc 
Probata 

appeals  to  circuit 
court,    238 
court 
Sec   also  Adiainistrator; 
Conservator;   Estate; 
Executor;   G-ucJdian;   Will 


Probate 

court  (ccntinucd) 
clerk 

bond,  226 

co\mty  clerk,  ex-officio, 

110,  22o 
duties,  110,  226 
'  election,  110,  226 
rcc'^^d3  kept  by,  226,  227 
register  of  foes,  235 
roster  of,  131,  132 
term  of  office,  110,  226 
dockets 

admini<3trators'  and 

executors',  223,  224 
citation  rjid  petition,  225 
claim,  227 
estate,  230,  231 
guardir<Jis*  and  conservators'  , 

223,  226 
judge's,  223,  225 
judgment,  192,  228 
index  to,  229 
establishment  of,  109,  226 
fee  books  (court  costs),  232,  233 
files,  137-139 
assignment,  190 
claim,  187,  191 
index  to,  184-186 
of  original  documents  to 
bo  kept,  22? 
Jurisdiction  and  functions 
j.)f,    222-227 
record,  192 

assig:imcut,  192,  193 
kept  by  clork,  184-235 
required  to  be  kept,  P,2f.,    227 
reports  tc, 234 
jurir.dictioi.  i:i 

circuit  court,  206 

county  corimissioners'  c^urt, 

108,  110 
coxinty  court,  lO?.  liO.  20_6 
justices  of  the  peace,  108,  110 
Probatic  n 
See  also  Pcjole 
officers 
adult 

appointment  of,  240 
bond,  240 
comporisation,  240 
duties  aiid  powers  of,  208, 

2_4_0,  241 
office,  location  of,  143 
records  reqiiircd  to  bo  kept,  241 
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Probation 
officers 

adiilt   (continued) 

reports,  241 
bonds,  276 
juvenile 

appointment  of,  507 
compensation,  507    » 
functions  of,  207.  208 
mothers'  pension 

a.ppointment  of,  122, 

20s 
cr.se  files,  174 
compensation,  209 
duties  and  powers 

of,  122,  208,  209 
,  reports  to  county 
court,  209 
petitions  for,  137 
Proceedings 
See  also  Minutes 
board  of  review,  313 
county  board  of 

sxiporvisors,  1-3 
of  courts 
See  also  Records,  under 
name  cf  specific 
court 
required  to  be  kept, 
212.  226,  242 
of  drainage  commis- 
sioners, 413 
Process  dockets,  sheriff's, 

292-294 
Proclamation  Line  (1763) ,  23 
Proof 

of  death,    195 
of  will,    187 
Prophet,    the,    42 

p,ids  Tccumseh  p^ainst 
whi  te  s ,    40 ,    41 
Prospect  City,    becomes  ghost 

tovm,  85 
Public  buildings,  sec 

Coiinty  property 
Public  welfare 
See  also  County  home; 
Feeble-minded; 
Juvenile;  Pension; 
Poor;  P.elief 
administration  of,  131 


Public  welfare  (continued) 
commission,  succeeded  by 

department  of  public 
welfare.  295 
county  department  of 
composition,  295 
establishment  of.  295 
f\inctions  of.  295,  296 
records  kept  by,  296 

old  a-ge  assistance,  see 
Old  age 
relation  to  sta,te  welfare 
department,  295 
county  superintendent  of 

appointed  by  cotinty  board,  295 
duties  and  powers,  122,  295, 

296 
st?,te  department,  relation  of, 

to  county  depa.rtmont,  295 
succeeds  county  commission  of 
public  welfare,  295 
Public  ^orks  cuid  Buildings, 

Department  of,  succeeding 
State  Highway  Department, 

118 
Publication 

certificates  of,  41,  87[iv,xix] 
notices,  132,  287 
Pupils 

census,  375 

certificates  of  attcnd?Jico ,    571 

claims  for   tuition,    371 

examination  register,    377 

lists  of,    374,    376 

statistics,    100 

truancy 

notices,    372 
record,    373 
Purchase,    certificates  of 
of   school  property,    390[ii] 
for   swrjnp   l-vnds,    issued. by 

drain.?,go  commissioners,    119 
Putnajn.  Rufus,    treats  with 
Indians,   37-39 

Quakers,    sec   Society  of  Friends 
Quebec,    15,    13.    19 
province  of,    24 

boundary  changes,    23 
Quincy,    91 
Quitclaim  deeds,    97.   99 
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Raccoon  Creek,  U3 
Railroad,  see  Trar"?- 
portation;  also 
under  name  of 
specific  rail- 
road 
Randolph  County,  establish- 
ment of,  33 
Rankin  village,  location 

of,  8U 
Rankin  ^oods,  8 
Real  estate 
See  also  Land;  Lots 
assessment  of,  see  Tax 
deeds,  see  Deeds 
of  estates,  see  Estate 
mortgages,  see  Mortgage 
taxes  on,  see  Tax 
total  value  of 
in  1858.  26 
in  lgfe6,  21 
Receipts 

for  county  orders 
issued  by  county 

clerk  3U8 
for  fees,  circuit 

court,  2*W 
recorder's,  I30 
tax,  see  Tpz 
treasurer's 

for  county  funds,    55 
salaries  paid,    35O 
for  taxes  paid  to 

state,   31^9 
^•rarden's,    for  prisoners, 
239,    2U5 
Receipts   ivnd  cxv^enditures 
See  also   Cash;    Cost; 
Fees;    Fund 
circuit  clerk's,    289 
county  clerk's,    82 
of  county  farm 

bureau,   U3U 
of  county  home,   U22 
school   superintendent 
annual   report,    379 
monthly  reports,    390Cxiv] 
sheriff's 

cash  book,    3^3 
register,    363,    30U 
treasurer's 

daily  balance  book,    330 
ledger,    329 
register  of,   331 


Receipts  and  expenditures 

(continued) 

tuberculosis  sanitarium 
board,  U29 
Receivers' 

bonds,  277 

deeds,    97 
Recogiiizance 

bonds,   137,   166,    27? 

record,  circuit  court,  278 
Recorder 

appointed  by  Governor,  11 6,  19^ 

bonds,  77,  12!i 

circuit  clerk,  ex-officio, 

116.  19^ 

deputies,    193 

duties  and  powers  of,   ^, 

ill.  i2i.  iii 

documents  recorded,   uncalled 

for,    96 
election,   116,   19U 
office 

establishment  of,    II6,    19^ 
location  of,    J^ 
term  of,    I9U 
population  requirements  for,    II6,    I9U 
receipts  for  recorded 

docioments,   I30 
records,    89-I3O 

required  to  be  kept, 

193.    196 
register  of  fees,    129 
roster  of,    132 
Records 

housing,    care,    and  accessibility 

<5f.   139-1^^ 
legislation  concornins, 

I23-12U 

Redemption  certificates,  96 
master's,  97,  II3,  llU, 
lib,  117 
sheriff's,  97.  112,  llU, 
116,  117 
Reed,  T7illiam 

appointed  assessor,  ^,  ^ 
home  of,  purchased  for 

courthouse,  66,  6I, 

m 

reports  of  tax  Ic^y  made 

by.  5i 
Reos,  Thomas,  58 
Registrars  of  births  and 

deaths 
fees  paid  to.   121 
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Registr''.rs  of  births  '^nd 
deaths  (continued) 
functions  of,  121,  178 
Release 

original,  96,  100 
recorded,  97,  104,  107 

index  to  (104),  106 
right-of-w-ay, 

drainc.(rc,  291  [iv] 
Relief 
See  also  County  hone; 
Foeblo-rr.inded; 
Insanity;  Juvenile; 
Old  ago  assistance; 
Poor;  Public  welfare 
blind  applications,  12 
emergency 

applications  for,  22 
appropriF.tions  for,  5 
fujids,  claims  for,  1,  556 
orders,  paid  by  county 

treasurer,  544 
unem.pl oyment,  see 

Emergency  above 
Religion 

education  aided  by,  100 
English  promise 

freedom  of,  24 
Relinquishment,  widow's, 

see  Widov.' 
Reny,  Daniel,  see 

Courcelles,  de,  Sieur 
Replevin  bonds,  277 

record  of,  279 
Replications,  122 
Reporters 

circuit  court,  ap- 
pointment of,  240 
probate  court,  ap- 
pointment of,  225 
Resignations  of  to^vnship 
officers,  87[xviiiJ 
Resolutions,  county  board  of 
supervisors',  1,2 
Returns,  tax,  see  Tax 
Review,  board  of 
clerk 

appointment  of,  105 
county  clerk,  ex- 
officio,  105 


Review,  board  of  (continued) 
complaints  to,  1,  87[vij 

docket  of,  314 
composition  of,  105,  265 
creation  of,  105.  265 
duties  and  powers  of,  105, 

265,  266 
members,  appointment  of, 
105,  266 
proceedings,  313 
record,  313 

schedules  of  equalized 
valuation,  312 
Revolutionary  '^fer,  12_,  21_,  25_, 
26,  30,  3l_ 
halts  settlement  of 

Northwest,  24 
Indians  and  British  in,  24 
Richland  Township,  name  changed 

to  Newell,  78 
Richm.ond  family,  early 

settlers,  51 
Richmond  (Indiana),  51_ 
Ridge  Farm,  43 

village,  location  of,  84 
Right-ofi-way  release,  drainage, 

29l[iv] 
Ripley  election  precinct,  56 
Ripley  Township,  64 
abolishment  of,  78 
aopointment  of  officers  in, 

56 ,  62_ 
location  of,  55 
Ritter,  John,  eaTly  settler,  50 
Ritter,  Lewis,  early  settler,  50 
Riverton  (Sangamon  County),  500 
Road,  see  Transportation 
Robourde,  Father  Gabriel, 

accompanied  La  Salle,  18 
Rock  Island,  £ 
Roman  Catholic  Church,  100 
Ross  Toi\Tiship,  5,  35 

new  toivnship  forried  from,  80 
population  of,  62 
Rossville 

as  important  canning  center,  87 
location  of,  85 
Rouen  (France),  16 
Rural  schools,  see  Schools 

Sacs  and  Fox  Indians,  10 
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St.    Clair,    Arthur,    "^ 
first  governor  of  Forth- 
west  Territory,    ^ 
led  force  against 

Indians,   37 
signs  treaty  with 
Indians,    3^n 
St.    Clsdr  County   (Territorial) 
first  established,    31. 
Randolph  County  formed 

fron,   2X 
Vermilion  region  as 

part  of.    21.   lit 
St.    John's   Sanitarium 

(Riverton,    Sangamon, 
County) ,   222. 
St.    Joseph  River,    22,    2q 
St.   Lawrence  River,   lU_,   18 
St.   Louis,    2^ 
Saint  Lusson,    de, 

Daxunont,    declaired 
Great  Lakes 
region  French, 

St.    Suit) ice.    Seminary 

of,   16 
Salaries 

of  county  officers, 

receipts  for,   35^ 
of  road  workers,   15 
vouchers,    deputy 
sheriffs',    302 
Sale 

bills,    96-98,   187-189 
recording  of,   195, 
221 
certificates  of 

master's,   97.   113.   H^.    II6 
sheriff's,    97,   112, 
llU,   116 
of  estate  property, 
192,    209 
of  personal  property, 
private,   192, 

212,    213 
of  real  estate 
bonds,   192,   199 
petitions,   IS9 
public,   192,    212 
of   salt  Lands,    U2 
of   school  lands 

leases  for,    390[ix] 
petitions  for,   3^'-. 

390 [ix] 


Sale 

of  school  lands  (continued) 
record  of,  362 
use  of  proceeds  fron, . 81 
of  swoaip  lands,  use  of  funds 

from,  119 
tax,  see  Delinquent  -under  Tax 
Salem,  tern  of,  becomes  ghost 

tovm,  8^ 
Saline  Creek,  10 
Spline  River,  salt  springs 

on,  10_ 
Salines,  see  Vermilion  Salines 
Salt 

Innd,  sale  record,  U2 
production,  Irvglslation  con- 
cerning, U6 
scarcity  and  high  cost  of,  1 
Sr-Jt  Fork,  2,  2_,  U,  6,  k^,    ^,  20 
Salt  Springs,  see  Salines 
Salt  Hotks,    seo  Vermilion  Salines 
Sangnrion  County,  21_,  3OO 
S-.'.ganon  Journal,  96 
Sanitarium,  county  tuberculosis 
accoiints,  ledger  of,  U30 
board  of  directors 

duties  and  functions  of,  3OO 
reports  to  county  board,  300. 

terra  of  office,  299 
case  histories  of  patients,  U2U 
cash  book,  U29 
clinic  files,  U26-U28 
establishment  of,  299 
fund,  tax  levy  for,  299 
management  of,  299 
receipts  and  disbursements, 

register  of,  U29 
reports,  U25 
Sault  Ste  Marie,  I6 
Schedules,  tax,  sec  Tax 
School 
board 

election  paners,  390[vl-viii] 
non-high,  -nctitions  of 

candidates  for,  390[xi] 
reports  to  suoerintendont,  38O 
bond  insuen,  register  of,  I6 
buildings 

Inspection  of,  116,  119 
number  of,  100 
census,  375.  378 
claims  for  state  aid,  363 


Subject  Index 
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(Sen-) 


School  (continued) 
commissioner 

as  agent  for  sale  of 
school  lands, 
114.   278 
appointnient  of,    114, 
278 
creation  of  office, 
114 
duties  and  -nowers 

of,  114,  278 
election  of,  115, 

278 
ex-officio   superin- 
tendent of 
schools,    115, 
278 
reports   to   couaty 


School 

county  suoerintendent 
reports  (continued) 
to  the  state,  116, 


comnissioners 


court,  278 
roster  of,  157 
term  of  office,  278 
county  superintendent  of 
accounts  r?ith  school 

treasurers,  361 
■bonds,  77 
■b"a].letins  issued 
hy,  364 
cash  hook,  368,  389 
creation  of  office, 

115.  278 
duties  and  ricwers 

of,    115.    119.    279 
election  of,    115,    115n, 

279 
exajaination  record, 

363,    369 
files,    390 
finamcial   state- 
ments,   390[xix] 
office,    location 

of,   143 
records  kept  "by, 
359-390 
legislation  con- 
cerning,   123 
reports,    378,382 
to   county  hoard, 

115.    279 
county  treas'JLTer 's, 

to,    390[iii] 
school  hoard's,    to, 
380 


279. 
379 


teachers',  to,  581,  383 
roster  of,  137 
school  commissioner,  early 

ex-officio,  115,  278 
term  of  office,  279 
directors 

bulletins  issued  tc ,  364 
register  of,  385 
districts 

estahlishment  of, 

legislation  con- 
cerning, 114 
maps  of,  45 
mortja^es,  390[xiii] 
numher  of,  ICO 
or£;anization  of,  390[vi] 
plats  of,  46,  390[xii] 
reorganization  of,  petitions 
for,  390lx] 
early  support  of,  98_ 
election" poll  hooks,  378,  39GLv] 
examinations,  see  Pupils; 
Teacher 
first  in  county,  98 
fund. 

allotments,  statements  of, 

359 
derived  from  school 

land,  114 
health  reports,  384 
high,  organization  of 
community,  590[viii] 
township,  390[vii] 
institute 
fees,  280 

fund,  accounts,  327 
purpose  of,  279 
lands 

control  of,  166 
leases  for,  390[ixj 
legislation  concerning,  £8, 

99,  114 
manaH'enent  of,  114 
sale  of 

officials  concerned 

with,  56 
petitions  for,  362,  390[ix] 
record  of,  562 
use  of  funds  from,  8]^ 


Subject  Index 
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(Sch-Sho) 


School 

lands  (continued) 

supervision  over,  56 
transfer  of  title 
to,  81 
non-high 

board,  candidates' 
petitions  to, 

390 Cxi] 
certificates  of, 

attendance,  371 
claims  for  tuition, 
371 
election  poll  books, 
390 [v] 
fund  accounts,  337 
officers,  lists  of,  386 
plats,  362 
property 

abstracts  of  title 

to,  390[i] 
certificr.tes  of 
purchase  of, 

390[ii] 
deeds  to,  390[iv] 
public,  first 

legislr-tion,  99 
pupils,  see  Pupils 
state  aid  for,  claims, 

363 
state' s  inspection  of,  116 
statistics,  100 
supervision  of,  103, 

114-116,  278-280 
tax, ;  see  Tax 
teachers,  see  Teacher 
treasurers' 
bonds,  337 
statements,  378 
truancy  frora,  see  Truancy 
Selection,  widows' ,  see 
Widow 
Seminary  of  St.  Sulpice, 
15,  17 
Sominola  Indians  drove 
Shawnecs  out  of 
Florida,  12 
Soparato  maintenance 

record,  146 
Settlement  records,  tax, 

see  Tax 
Seville,  6^ 
Sewer  construction  and 

maintenance,  394 


Shaw,  Jud^e,  relationship  of, 

to  Amos  Williams,  55 
Shawnee  Indians,  40 

in  Vermilion  region,  10,  1^ 
village  on  Ohio  River,  12 
Shawnoetovm,  21 
ntuning  of,  12 
Sheep  d,;.n.:v:^es,  claims  fcr 
affidavits  for,  341 
register  of,  342 
Shepard,  town  of,  becomes 

ghost  town,  85 
Sheriff 

bonds  of,  77,  255,  276 
cash  book,  303 
certificates    , 

of  levy,  97,  112,  114,  115, 

238,  .29l[viii] 
of  redemption,  97,  112,  114, 

116,  117 
of  sale,  97,  112,  114,  116 
custodian  of  courthouse  and 

jail,  118,  255 
deeds,  97,  98,  102 
deputy 

appointment  of,  111,.  255 

petitions  for,  29l[vii],* 
bonds,  276,  296 
compensation,  255 
oaths,  80 

salary  vouchers,  302 
dockets 

execution,  295 
process,  292-294 
duties  and  powers  of.  111, 

113,  255 
-  election  of.  111,  255 
first,  53 
ex-officio  coiinty  collector, 

105,  267 
jail  records,  207,  298 
office,  location  of,  143 
receipts  and  expenditures, 

303,  304 
records,  292-304 
to  be  kept,  256 
of  prisoners'  fingerprints, 

299 
index  to,  500,  301 
roster  of,  133 
term  of  office,  255 
Shields,  James,  challenged 

Lincoln  to  duel,  96 
Short,  J.  C,  purchased  coal  for 

county  offices,  88 


Subject  Index 
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(Sid-Str) 


Sidell,  John,  township. 

named  for,  80 
Sidell  ToTvnship 

form&tion  of,  79,  80 
naming  of,  80 
pop-ulation  of,  82 
Sidewalk  assessments, 

S7Lxix],  133 
Sioux  Indipp.s,  rvarlike 

attitude  of,  11_ 
Slavery,  ordinance  for- 
bids, 31 
STiith,  Abrahan,  roa,d 
supervisor,  57 
Smith,  G-uy  T?. ,  donated 
land  for  county 

seat,  60,  61,  53 
Smithville  considered  as 
name  for  count;'' 
seat,  50 
Society  of  Friends 

(Quakers),  100 
beginnings  of,  in 

Illinois,  51 
Delaware s  sold  land 
to,  12 
Oarly  Vermilion 
•     settlers,  mem- 
bers of,  52 
Society  of  Jesus,  see 
Jesviits 
Soldiers 

discharge  records,  119 

recording  of,  196 
naturalization,  132, 
285-235 
South  Carolina,  35,  55 
South  Koss  To\7nship 
formation  of,  80 
population  of,  82 
South  Street  (De^nville) , 
ja.il  located  on,  7_5 
Spaniards,  17,  27 
conquest  of  Indisns 

by,  13 
invade  Korthnest,  29 
Spanish  American  War,  100 
Special  assessments,  see 
Assessments  under 

Special  elections,  see 
Election 


Spence,  Mr.  -,  early  settler,  50 

Springfield,  91,  95 
Squires,  Burgess,  appointed 
road  supervisor,  57 
Stahl,  Jacob,  71 
Stallion 

certificates,  69,  87 
record,  124 
Starr,  Absolom.,  58 

appointed  constable,  56 
early  settler,  49,  50 
Starr,  Bamett,  early  settler,  50 
Sta.rved  Hock,  19 
State  aid 

highways,  plajis  for,  393 
for  schools,  claims  for,  363 
State  architect,  see  Architect 
State  Archives  Building,  126 
State  Bank  of  Illinois, 

failure  of,  95 
State  department  of  public 

welfare,  see 
Public  welfare 
State  Highway  Department  succeeded 
by  Department  of  Public 
Works  pjid  Btiildin^s, 
118 
State  Housing  Board,  211 
State  mine  inspector,  reports 

to,  441 
State  Mining  Board,  see  Mining 

Board 
State  University  Library,  124 
State ' s  attorney 

appointment  ajid  election  of, 

112,  261.  262 
bonds,  77,  261 
compensation  of,  262 
duties  and  powers  of,  112, 
261-265 
office,  location  of,  143 
reports,  271 

record,  272 
roster  of,  135 
term  of  office,  262 
Stephenson,  Henry,  62 
Stillbirths,  see  Vital  statistics 
Stipulations,  circuit  court, 
258,  240,  29l[iii] 
Street  construction  and 

maintenrJice,  394 
Stony  Crock,  2,  48 
Stroator,  5 
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Subject  Index 


Subpoenas 

circuit  court,    238-240, 

29l[iii,    ix] 
county  court,   87[vii],    132, 

137 
Sulpician  Fathers 
La  Salle   favored,    17 
rivalry  v;ith  other 

missionaries,    15 
Suirane,   Peter,   early 

settler,    51 

Stunalt.    proposed  r\s  nrsnc 

for  new  county,    82 

Summonses 

circuit  court,  238,  240 
29l[iii] 
county  court,  87[vii],  132, 

137,  142.  148 
in  juvenile  cases,  87, 
170-172 
probate  court,  188 
Superintendent 

county  home,  see  County 

home 
of  highivays,    see  HighwP.y 

under  Transportation 
of  public  welfare,    county, 

see   Public  -wrelfare 
of  schools,    coumty,    see 
School 
Supervisor  of  assessments 

(County  assessor) 
appointment  of,    56,    104 
bonds,    77,    264 
books    (lists   of  taxable 

property),    26,    27 
compensation  of,    63 
duties  and   powers 

of,    104,    105,    263, 
264 
ex-officio  sheriff,    57 
reports   of  tax  levy, "^9 
treasurer,    ex-officio^i 

105,  176n,  264 
Supervisors 

county  board  of 
See  also  Commissioners' 
court,  county 
acting  as  board  of 

review,  105,  265 
adoption  of,  102,  164 
clork  of,  102 


(Sub-Sur) 


Supervisors 

county  board  of 

clerk  of  (continued) 
county  clerk,  ex- 
officio,  174 
roster  of,  131 
composition  of,  102,  164 
duties  and  powers  of,  103, 

104,  118,  167,  168 
functions  of,  74_,  75 
members 

additional  (assistant 

supervisors),  103,  165 
compensation  of,  165,  166 
disqualification  from 

office,  165,  165n 
election  of,  102,  164 
number  of,  166 
term  of  office,  164,  166 
minutes,  2,  3 

kept  by  clerk,  169 
papers,  1 
proceedings,  1-3 
record,  2 

kept  by  clerk,  169 
reports  to,  1,  2,  3,  19-23, 
87[xiv,  XV,  xvi], 
347,  425,  441 
custody  of,  169 
resolutions,  1,  2 
roster  of,  130,  131 
sessions  of,  165 
succeeding  county  court,  77, 
102,  164,  206 
road,  see  Road  under  Trans- 
portation 
Supreme  Court 

appeals  to,  final  orders  of. 


132, 
137 


judges,    election  of,    239 
justices   required  to  hold 
circuit  court,    107, 
108,    258 
Surveyor 
county 

appointed  by  county  board, 
117,    291,    292 
duties   and  powers   of,    117, 


in^plr.tting  of  strpjnp 
lands,    119 
election,    117,    292 

establishment  of,    291 
ex-officio  mine   inspector,    309 


Subject  Index 
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( Sur-T.-zc) 


Surveyor 

county  (continued) 

field  notes,  125,  125 
note  took,  402 

index  to,    403 
onth,    292 
office,    locp.tion 

of,    143 
record,    407 
index  to,    408 
kept  by,    292, 

407-411 
legislation  con- 
cerning;,   123 
roster  of,    158 
term  of  office,    292 
topA,    record,    391 
Surveys,    Ipjid 

plr.t  book  of,    128 
public   rxid.  private, 
409 
Swamp  lands 
See   also  Drainage 
Act   of  1850,    119 
deeds   to,    issued  by 
drainage  coinr.:is- 
si oners,    119 
sale  of,   use  of  fujids 
from,    119 
transfer,    certificates 
of,    87[v] 
Sv/aJvk,    William,    early 

settler,    50 
Swimming  pools,    control 
of,    121 

Talon,  Jeaii 

Intendant  of  New  France, 

15 
planned  French  ex- 
plorations, 16 
Tamarca  Indi-?iis,  lOn 
Tavern 

control  of,  120 
licenses,  issuing  of, 

64,  66,  179 
rates,  64 
Tax 

abatement  lists,  real 

estate,  33,  322 
e.ssessmcnts 
railroad,  28 


Trj: 

assessments  (continued) 
real  estate  (irjids  rjid 

lots),  30,  31,  104, 
175 
schedules,  311,  315 
special 

docket,  155 

list,  325 

for  loca,l  improvements, 

a7[xix],  132,  326 
objections. to,  134,  139 
total  in  county,  86 
assessor's  books  (lists  of 
taxable  property) , 
26,  27 
collections,  105,  176,  267 
abatements  Pjad  errors  in, 

33 
for  1826,  59 
joxirnal  of,  318 
reports,  347' 
collector' s 
accounts 

with  county'  treasurer, 

317,  319 
register  of,  520 
with  townships,  316 
books  (lists  of  taxable 

property),  27,  52 
settlement  record,  516 
cor.plaints 

in  county  board  files,  1 
in  county  clerk's  files, 

87 [vi] 
docket,  514 

method  of  he.ndling,  105, 
176,  265 
deeds,  97 

affidavits  for,  40 
record,  41 
delinquent 

forfeiture  for,  36,  38, 

39,  323 
judgment,  36-38 

sale,  redemption,  and 

forfeiture  record,  36 
lists,  34,  36,  322 
redemption  record,  36,  38,  324 
sale  for 

certificates,  40,  43 
record,  36,  38 
snccial  assessments,  list 
of,  35 


Subject  Index 
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(Tax-Til) 


T?.x   (contiraied) 

dog,    county  electorate's 
attitude   toward, 

94,    95 
eaualizp.tion,    105,    173, 
365 
personal  property,    312 
errors,    33,    322 
inheritance,    see 

Inheritance 
levy  rates   in  1867, 
95 
on  land  grants   to 

Illinois   Central 
Railroad,    93 
on  lands  and  lots, 

lists  of,    30,    31, 
87[xx] 
levies,    57 

first   in  county,    64 
report  on,    59 
tovmship,   25 
motor  fuel,    see  Motor 

fuel 
objections 

in  "boaxd  of  review 

proceedinfis,    313 
to   special   assess- 
ments,   134,    139 
power  to  impose  and 

regulate,    104,   166 
putlic  health,    120 
purchase,    notices  of, 
40,   291 [x] 
railroad 

"books    (lists  of   tax- 
able property), 
27,   29 
lists,   28 

total  value  of  in  1938, 

97 
real   estate,    total 

value  of  in  1958,   97 
receipts, 

duplicate,    315,    321 
treastirer 's,    349  » 

schedules,    311,    315 

personal  property,    312 
school 

allotments,    statements 

of,    359 
stipulations  con- 
cernin;;,    99 


Tax   (continued) 

settlement,    268,    316 
statistics,    97 
Taxable  property  in  county, 

total  value   of,    97 
Taxation 

evolution  of,   94-98 
procedure,   104-106,    175,    176 
statistics,    97 
Taylor,    TJilliara,    appointed 

G-eori^etown  president,    84 
Taylor,    Zashary,   commf.nding 
colonel   in  ^ar  of  1812. 

42 
Teachers 

association,  minutes  of,  370 
bulletins  of  meetings  sent 

to,  366 
certificates,  115,  115n 
fees  for  renev/al  of, 

368,  389 
examinations,  115,  115n 

record,  368,  369 
institute  records,  360 
lists  of,  365,  367 
niomter  of,  100 
pension  f-and  reports,  382 
permanent  record,  368 
reports,  381,  383 
Tecumseh,  Chief,  42 

activities  of,  against 

whites,  40,  41 
British  ally  in  T7ar  of 

1812,  41 
claims  of,  regarding 

G-reenville  treaty,  41 
Telegraph  and  telephone  tsoc 

book,  see  Tax 
Tennessee,  50,  51,  98 

valley,  23 
Terre  Eaute,  51 

See  also  Fort  Harrison 
Terrell,  N.  C. ,  courthouse 

contractor,  141 
Testimony 

transcripts  of,  147 
of  witnesses,  242 
Tilton,  Clint  Clay,  100 
original  deed  to  salines 

in  possession  of,  48,  48n 
Tilton,  village  of 
location  of,  84 
statements  of  special 

assessments,  326 
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Tippecanoe,  Battle  of 
Harrison  defeats 

Indians  at,  41 
importance  of,  42 
Todd,  Colonel  Joh"  29 
first  governor  of 

Illinois  County,  27 
Tonti,  de,  Henry,  accoir.pa- 
nied  La  Salle,  18 

TOTOI 

board,  povrer  of,  to  revise 
assessments,  105, 
235" 
lots,  see  Lots 
ToTjnship 

assessors,  see  Assessor 
collectors,  see 

Collector 
officers,  sec  Officers 
plan  of  governr.ont, 

102,  164 
election  to  dotorrr.ine, 
77_ 
population  of,  82 
supervisors 

assistants,  105,  155 
election  of,~102,"T6"6 
term  of  office-,  184, 
16'6 
treasurers,  sec 

Treasurer 
Trade  parks,  applications 
for,  87[iii] 
Transcripts 

of  evidence,  238 
justice  of  -ttie  peace, 
148, '257 
required  to  be  kept, 

212,  243 
record,  258 
of  tcEtir:iony,  147 
Transportation 
bridge 

appropriations,  103, 
167,  1G8 
authority  over,  117, 
118,  166,  287 
bond  issues  for, 

register  of,  16 
construction 

appropriations  for, 
103,  167,  153 
files,  394 
plans  and  proposals 
for,  73 


Trt-nsportation 
bridge 

construction  (continued) 
supervision  over,  2C7, 
first  across  Vrrr.iiion 


288 


Riv 


73,  74 


fund  supervisors,  bonds 

of,  77 
naintonance 

appropriations,  103 
files,  394 

supervision,  168,  288 
supervision  of,  158,  287, 

288 
canals,  authority  over,  166 
ferry  licenses 
granting  of,  64 
issuing  of,  179 
highv-Bv 

coimnissioners 

board,  establishment 

of,  11S_ 
duties  of,  118,  287 

as   ex-offieio   drainage 

comnissicners,    119 
reports,    61 

state,    supervision  of,    118 
construction 

expense   ledger,    395 
and  maintenance,    claims 
for,    15 
county  superintendent  of 
appointed  by  county  board, 
118,    287 
compensation,    118 
correspondence,    594,   406 
county  treasurer's   reports 

to,    405 
duties  and  powers,    118,    28^- 
office 

creation  of,    118,    237 
location  of,    143 
term  of,    113,    287,    288 
records,    391-405 

required  to  bo  kept,    233 
fund 

claims  against,  400 
expense   claims,   401 
material   contracts,    costs 

of,    396 
motor   fuel,    see  Motor   fuel 
overseer  of,    118,    287 
plans,    392 
time  book,    397 
warrants,    register  of,   404 
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TrrJisportr.tion  (continued) 
rr.il  ror,d 
See   r>l80  under  specific 
ncjne  of  rallror.d 
constiruction  of,    effect 
on  coiinty  finpjices, 
91 
effect  of,    on  mining 

industry,    92 
finrjicing  of 

scrjidr.ls  in,    93,   94 
special  elections 
for,   93 
by   townships,    93 
Irjids,    speculation 

in,   93 
petition  to  Congress 
for  land  grnjits, 
91 
tpjces,    sec   Tra 
road 

appropriations  for, 
105,  167,  168 
authority  over,  117, 
118,  166,  287 
bond  issues 

cancelled,  333 
register  of,  16,  339 
reports  of,  21 
comiais  si  oners'  record, 

391 
construction,  1,  14, 

15,  57,  61,  87, 

394 

appropriation  for, 

103,    167,    158 

authorization  for, 

63 
supervision  over, 
237,  288 
contracts,  1,  14,  15, 

87,  394 
districts 

establishment  of, 

117.  287 
supervisors 

appointment  of, 
117.  287 
duties  of,  118 
documents,  394 
engineers'  corre- 
spondence, 18 
fund 

early  source  of,  99 
supervisors  of, 

bonds,  77 


Transportation 
road  (continued) 

maintenance,  1,  14,  15, 
87,  394 
appropriations,  103 
supervision  over,  168, 

288 
petitions,  59 
plats,  1,  2,  87,  125,  126, 

392 
supervision  of,  168, -287, 

288 
supervisors,  appointment 
of,  57 
surveyor'  s 
notes,  402 
record,  391 
tpjc,  see  Tax 
viewers,  117 
workers'  salaries,  15 
Treasurer 
co\inty 
accounts 

with  county  collectors, 
317,  319 
register  of,  320 
of  county  funds, 

and  appropriations, 
327 
with  drainage  districts, 
327,  346 
appointment  of,  62,  1C4 
bonds,  77,  271 
cash  book,  330 
disbursement  of  funds 

by,  70 
duties  fJid  powers  of, 

104-106 
election  of,  271 
ox-officio 

county  collector,  106,  267 
supervisor  of  .assessments, 
105,  264 
ledger,  329 

office,    location  of,    143 
receipts  and  disbursements, 
register  of,    331 
records  kept  by,    271,    327-350 
register  of  fees,    328 
reports,    66 

to   co\uity  board,    347 
to   superintendent  of 
hi  ghways ,    405 
to  covinty  superintendent 

of   schools,   390[iii] 
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Treasurer 

county  (continued) 
roster  of,  135,  136 
term  of  office,  371 
drainr?.ge  district 
accounts,  327,  346 
"bonds,  77 
county  treasurer, 

ex-officio,  272, 
294 
township  (sciiooll 

■bonds,  120,  387,  390 
statements  of,  378 
superintendent' s 

account  with,  551 
Treat,  Seymore,  46,  47,  _58 

mill  biilt  by,  £2 
Treaty 

of  Sdwardsville,  Kickapoo 
Indians  cede  lands 
under  terms  of,  44 
of  ?ort  ^^r/ne,   Kickapoo 
Indians  cede  lands 
"by  terms  of,  43 
of  Greenville,  38,  59, 

40,  41 
of  Paris 

(1755),  22,  23,  25 
•  (1785).  25,  25,  36 
Tricksls  Grove  considered 
as  n?jne  for  town- 
ship, 78 
Trickle,  Robert,  64 
early  settler,  49 
TruEincy 
See  also  Juvenile; 

Probation 
notices,  372 
officers,  "bonds  of,  77 
records,  573 
True  "bills,  see  Indictment 
Trustees 
bonds,  277 
deeds,  97 

reports  in  insolvency 
cases,  88Liv] 
school 

appointment  of,  56_,    53, 

114.  115,  11 5n 
duties  of,  114,  115,  115n 
election  of,  114,  115 
reports,  114 

county  superintendent's, 
to,  359 


Trustees 

school  (continued) 

supervision  of  education, 

114 
Tuberculosis 
dispensary,  144 
sanitari-Jiia,  see  Sanitarium 
T-ag^le,  Sadie  Martin,  50 
Tuggle,  Larkin  A.,  50,  100 

Uuemplo:.nnent  relief,  see  Emergency 

under  Relief 
Union  election  district,  _62 
Union  Township,  name  changed 

to  "^'anco,  78 
United  Stp.tes  Geological  Survey,  4 
University  of  Illinois,  relation 
to  home  bijreau,  304 

"Valuation  of  property,  see  Tax 
"Vance,  Joseph  C.,  operated 

salines,  48 
"V'-^jLce,  :«ajor  John  W. .  100 

county  seat  located  on  property 

of.  57 
salt  sprin(-vs  leased  by,  48,  -3n 
tavern  license  issued  to.  64 
"Vance  Township,  80,  89 
once  mimed  Union,  _78 
ponulation  of,  82 
Vandalia,  47,  60 
Vandal ia  Land  Company,  24 
Venires,  see  Jury 
Vermilion  Coiinty 
agriculture 
acreage,  97 
statistics,  85-87 
area,  2 
atlas,  127 
boundaries,  2,    53,  55n 

changes  in,  ^,  82 
climate,  4^,  5^ 
coal  deposits  in,  4^,  _5,  _6 
delegate  to  state  convention 

of  1847.  76 
development  daring  Civil 

War,    75 
early  inhabitants.    9,    10 
early  operating  errienses  of,    57 
e£.rly  settlers  in,    48-52 
effect  of  Constitution  of 

1848  on,  76 
election  districts,  establish- 
ment of,  62 
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Vermilion  County  (continued) 
electoral  location  of,  54 
establishment  of,  56,  59, 

72 
farm 

bureau,    sec  Fe,nn  bureau 
mortga|;es  on,    86 
number  of,    85 
OTH-jratlon  of,    86 
population  in  1930,    82 
size  of,    85 
value   of,    86 
farmers,    oconomic   status 

of,    86 
favored  formation  of  new 
toTTOships,    7Q-80 
finances 

condition  of,  in  1842,  94 
in  1858,  treasurer's 

report  of,  95 
finpjicial' crisis,  95,  96 
first  election,   53  * 

French  exploration  of,    14, 

19 
government,  changes  in, 

77 
governmental  organiza- 
tion, 101-126 
home  bureau,  sec  Home 

bureau 
Indipjis  in,  10-14 
judicirl  location,  54 

Indirji  claims  to,  35 
saline,  trrjisfer  of 

title  to  state,  81 
legislation  establishing, 

52 
librp.ries  in,  100 
limestone  deposits  in,  7^ 
location,  1^,  2^ 
mine  register,  122 
n.^ining  of,  53 
natural  resources,  5;-8 
as  part 

of  Northwest  Territory,  32 
of  other  cotmties,  31, 
35,  35,  43,  52 
persons  active  in,  55,  100 
petitions  to  Congress  for 

Irjid  grant,  91 
plats  of,  97,  126 
population 

census  figures  since 
1830,  82 


Vermilion  County 

population  (continued) 

statistics,  82,  83 
progress  during  era  of  "wild 

cat"  finrjicc,  T^i  22. 
proposals  to  divide,  82 
rivors  in,  2 

sale  of  real  estate  in,  65 
sp.lines,  see  Vermilion  Salines 
salt  production,  first 

industry  in,  48 
seat  of  justice 

locating  of,  56,  60,  61 
naming  of,  61 
settlement  of,  Indian 

hostility  retards,  1^ 
soil  of,  7,  8 
taxable  property,  total  value 

of,  97 
timber  in,  8 
topography,  2-4 
townships 

area,  changes  and  naming  of, 

77-81 
first  tax  assessment,  78 
organization  vinder,  77 
petition  for,  80 
tr?Jisportation,  development 

of,  89-94 
wild  game  in,  8,  9 
Vermilion  Grove,  51,  98 
Vermilion  Hi ver 

Big,  4,  21,  43,  47,  48,  50,  76 
area  drained  by,  3 
bridge  across,  construction 

of,  73,  74 
county  seat  located  on,  61 
course  of,  2,  2n 
ferry  rates  on,  G4 
nrjned  Piankesha.w  by  MipMs,  11 
FiPTikeshaw  village  located  on,  11 
salt  springs  on,  1_,  10 
Little,  3,  4,  49,  50,  80 
course  of,  2 
Vermilion  Salines,  45,  100 
area,  47n 
early  output,  48 
Indian  control  of,  41 
location  of,  1^,  7,  80 
old  sr2t  works,  60 
importance  of,  61 
location  of,  80,  81,  90 
regulations  concerning  sale  and 

leasing  of,  80,  81 
sold  by  state,  48 
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Vernilion  Street  (Danville), 

jail  located  on,  76 
Veterans,  see  Soldiers 
Veterinarian 

appointment  of,  308 
duties  of,  508 
eertificatss  ("licenses), 

65 
creation  of  office,  50S 
records  required  to  be 

kept,  508 
Vigo  County  (Indiana),  47 
Village  conniss loners, 

bonds  of,  77 
Vincennes,  21^,  25,  37,  42 
American  courts  first 

established  in,  27 
British  order  abandonment 

of,  23 
cr.pital  of  Indiana 

Territory,  32 
captured  by  Americrvns,  26 
establishment  of,  £0 
Prophet  threatened  to 

destroy,  41 
treaty  vvith  Indians 
signed  at,  58 
Virginia,  23,  25,  507~50,  55 
British  governor  of,  encour- 
ages emigration  to 
TTorthwest,  24 
claims  on  Northvrest, 

dispute  over,  28,  29 
establishes  Illinois  County, 

27_ 
Northwest  acquired  by,  25,  26 
Vital  statistics 
births 
See  also  Accounts 
certificates,  48,  49 
index,  47 
register,  50 

reporting  of,  121,  17S,  177 
deaths 
See  also  Accounts 
certificates,  48,  54 
index,  53 
register,  55 
reports  required  to  be 

kept,  121,  175,  177 
marriage 

licenses,  57 

affidavits  for,  57,  f7[i] 
applications  for,  56 
procedure,  177 


■'^ital  statistics 

marriage  (continued) 
register,  58 
index  to,  59 
re,?:istration  procedure, 

121,  176,  177 
stillbirth 

certificates,  48,  51 
index  to,  47 
register,  52 
reports  required  to  be 
made,  121,  177 
Votes,  see  Election 
Vouchers 
See  also  Orders,  county; 
Warrants 
for  deputy  sheriffs* 

salaries,  302 
for  offisc'  supplies,  353 
in  probate  clerk's  files, 
school,  cancelled,  383 


234 


Wabash  Land  Company,    24 
Wabash  River,    1,    2_,    Z,  £,    10, 
_n ,    22_,    24,    35,    37,    42_, 
44,    45,    47 ,    4£,    90 
divided  Kickapocs    -"ron 
Piankoshav,-E,    12 
lands,    Piankeshaws   ceded   to 

Dela-wares,    13 
valley,    18,    21 

acquired   for  France,    16 
Americans   acquire,    26 
Wabash  Pailroad,    91,    92 
War  of  1812,    21 

Vermilion  region  not 
affected  by,   42_ 
Tfer  for   Independence,    see 
Revolutionary  'iVar 
Wardens'    receipts    for  prisoners, 

239,    245 
Ware,    George,    62_ 

appointed  overseer  of  the 

poor,    56 
Warrants 
See  also  Orders,    county; 

Vouchers 
for  arrest,   87[viij,   239 
birth  report,    11 
blind  pensiom    10 
county   court,    67[vii] 
cancelled,    333 
register  of,    6 
death  report,    11 
highway,    register  of,    404 
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Tfarrants  (continued) 
issued  by  auditor,  355 

lists  of,  356 
jury,  coroner's,  310 

stubs  of,  309 
mothers'  pension,  stubs  of,  9 
Warranty  deeds,  97,  101 
Washington  Academy  state 
control  of,  99 
Wayne,  Anthony,  32 

heads  Ainerican  army  in 
Indian  Vlar,  37 
Wea  Indians 

treat  with  Putnam,  38 
in  Vermilion  region,  10 
Weaver,  name  of  extinct 

town  in  county,  85 
Weights  and  measures  adopted 
in  county,  66,  67 
West  Virginic,  40_ 
Western  Coal  and  Mining 

Company,  88 
Wostville  village,  location 

of,  84 
''Vhitcomb,  Francis,  46 
appointed  road  super- 
visor, 57 
Widow 

relinquishment,  88 [v],  192 

recording  of,  2?7 
selection,  187,  TST,  211 
recording  of,  227 
Wiley,  Joseph,  courthouse 

contractor,  68,  139 

vail 

See  also  Administrator; 

Estate;  Executor; 
Probate  court 
annexed,  soe  Administrator 
original,  187,  194 
probate  of,  137 
proof  of,  187 
record,  195 

index  to,.  196 
recording  of,  227 
y^lliams,  Amos,  58,  60,  63, 

100 
appointed 

county  agent,  57,  63, 

65,  66 
probate  judge7~59 
first  clerk  of  county 
commissioners ' 

court,    54 


Williams,   Amos,    (continued) 
home   of,   used  as   court- 
house,   63,    68,    70,    71, 
~  IW,   T?0 
prominent   in  county 

affairs,    55 
reported  sale   of  Danville 

lots,    52 
resigned  as   kecpor^f 

OS  tray  pound,    67 
V/iliir,ntson,   Lr.-,   bribed   Indian 

to   kill   Pontiac,    25 
Winnebago   Indians,    10,    15 
claim.s   of,    in  Vermilion 

region,   44 
Wisconsin,    31 
Vfisconsin  River,    16 
Witness 

affidavits,    87[ii],    132,    137, 

142,    148,    238-240,    29l[iii] 
fees 

assignment  of,    288 
record  of,   327 
unclaimed,    343 
foreign,    286 
register  of,    168,    275 
testimony  of  (circuit 

court),    242 
Wooden,  Amos,   appointed  constable, 

62_ 
Work  relief,    sec  Emergency  under 

Relief 
Workhouse,    county  empowered  to 

build,    119 
"■Vorld  '..ar,    100 

draft,    registrars'    oaths,    87 [x] 
Writs 

of  error,  132,  137 
of  forcible  entry  and 

detainer,  148 
habeas  corpus,  137,  239 
mittimus,  137 
of  supersedeas,  132,  137 

Yaeger,  M.  and  Son  (Danville), 
courthouse  contracts 
awJirded  to,  142 

Yaogcr,  Rev,  Elijah,  uctablished 
school  in  county,  98 

Yorktovm,  25 


